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PREFACE. 



ALTHOUHthctable of Conteiitis, and the In- 
troduftory Obfervations to the following Work, 
will inform the Reader of my defign ; yet, in order 
to prevent miftakes, I think it neceffary to premifc 
a few prefatory remarks. ' 

Since the major part of this work was printed, 
feve'ral of my obfervations have received additional 
confirmation, by the proceedings of the Houfc of 
Commons, during the prefent fcflion. But there is 
one thing which requires a little explanation, in 
order to obviate what may be thought a contradic- 
tion. I have in one or two places mentioned '* our 
*' increafing taxes." The praftice of government 
for fifteen years paft, warranted me in ufingfuch an 
cxpreflion. At laft, after nine years peace, it ap- 
pears that the people of this country, have the 
profpeft of fome trifling diminution of their bur- 
dens. The ingenuity, induftry, and fpirit of our 
manufafturers and merchants ; the meafures of go- 
vernment to make the taxes produftive ; — ^Thefe, 
with many accidental and temporary circumftances, 
have confpired to render our revenue flourilhing 
beyond expedation. But I beg leave to add, that 
the main principles of this work, are not to be 
(haken, either by temporary profperity or adverfity. 

a 2 Should 
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Should what is called our profpcrous iGtuation, be 
ftill more profperous ; Should France have yet new 
diftreffcs to fuffer; thefe principles will remain the 
fame. They are, I am perfuadcd, the principles 
of eternal truth and juftice : 

" Ifthcfc fail; 
*' The pillaj-M firmament is rotteime^ 
" And earth's bafc built on ftubble." 

There are, I know, perfons of a different opinion; 
and who imagine that the felicity of an individual^ 
and of a nation, depend principally on riches, with- 
out enquiring by what means thofe riches are ac- 
quired, or in what manner they are improved. If 
any perfon who is rivetted to fuch an opinion, 
fliould take up this book, I think it but fair to tell 
him, he may almoft as well lay it down again ; as 
there is little in it to afford him either fatisfadion 
or cojnviftion. But, ^s the friend of that man, I 
cannot help earneftly perfuading him ferioufly to 
' refleft ; whether, while his mind is under the in- 
fluence of fuch a fentiment, he deferves to be call- 
ed either a Briton, or a Christian ; or whether 
he is not the enemy of Liberty, of Truth, of Vir- 
tue, of Goodnefs, of God himself ! 

I am fearful that (everal of my fentiments, as well 
as the manner in which I have cxprelfed them, may 
not be agreeable to fome perfons I cordially cftccm. 
I muft, therefore, requeft them not only to read, 
but to paufe, to refled: with impartiality, before 
they cenfure. I truft I poffefs a mind open to con- 
v^idion, and that I (hall eftccm the man who will 

endeavour 



FKEFACE. V 

endeatTOur, with candour, to convince me of my 
miftakes, my friend. Should any on^ honour 
me with public notice, I hope, however engaged 
in the common concerns of life, to be able, as I am 
fure I Ihall be willing, to defend or to give up any 
thing that I have written. This is nothing more 
than my duty. When a man prefumes to addrefs . 
the public, and at the fame time declares his de- 
termination not to reply to any thing that may be . 
laid to him, fucha declaration might be confidered 
as an unpardonable infult, were it not a fort of ac- 
knowledgment of the weaknefs of the writer, or of 
tht weaknefs of his caufe ; probably of both. 

I (hould be very unhappy, if what I have now 
faid, (bould be coniidered as throwing down the 
gauntlet, or challenging any one to meet me in the 
unpleafant, though fometimes unavoidable field of 
controverfy. I therefore declare, that if any one 
thinks proper to attack me, it muft be upon my 
own ground. I am not refponfible for the opinions 
of other writers, who may have taken up their pens 
in defence of the French Revolution. Should any 
perfon therefore charge me with being a republi- 
can, or an enemy to our excellent constitu- 
tion : Should he iniinuate that mydeiign is to fap 
the foundations of religion, or government; or to 
introduce anarchy and confudon in this kingdom : 
Should he take up the lad defperate weapons of a. 
defperate caufe, perfonal calumny and abufe ; he 
may reft alTured, that fuch conduct will only excite 
in me the iilent emptions of contempt, or rather of 

pity. 
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pity. My time is too valuable; my difpofition H 
too placid ; and though I cannot boaft, yet I hope 
I have within me too much of the natural dignity, 
the fterling nobility of human nature, ftill more 
ennobled by Chriftianity, to permit me to ftoop to 
take up thofe defpicable weapons which are never 
retorted to but as the laft refourcc of vanquiftied 
argument; or to engage in the horrid fray of rail- 
ing for railing. 

As to the ftyle of this work — But here I would 
be entirely filent, was I not confcious that every 
one of my readers will too foon perceive fuch im- 
perfedions, as to pronounce me deficient in that 
refped I owe the public, if I negleded to offer 
ibme apology. My hope is, that as my pretenfions 
are humble, candour will affociate with criticifm, 
to prevent her from being fevere. This perform- 
ance is nothing more than the honefl language of a 
plain man, engaged in a good caufe, and feeling 
its importance. If I have been fo happy as to ren- 
der myfelf well underftood, and above all, fhould 
what I have written awaken any of my countrymen 
to a proper confideration of thofe intercfls which 
mod materially concern them, my ambition will 
be gratified, and I fhall feel that fatisfadion which 
nothing can ever take away. 

B. F. 

March, 1792. 
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OF all the events which have taken pkce iii 
the world fince the introdudlion of Chrifti- 
anity, there is no one> perhaps, which his beefl 
more unexpedrcd, more aftonifhing, or more 
worthy the attention of mankind, than the ktc 
Revolution in France* When we conlider the 
manner in which it has been accomplilhed^ the 
effedts it has already produced, and the much 
greater efFe<fts which it prol^bly will produce, 
not only throughout the French empire* but in 
the courfe of time throughout the wotld ; wc 
may fafely aflert, that it demands the very fc- 
rious conlidcration of every friend to thofe beft 
interefts of mankind^ Truth and Liberty. 

, Upwards of two years have elapfed fince this 
great event commenced, during which period, 
the National Aflembly have been daily, and al* 
moft hourly employed, in abolifhing the abufes 
of the old government, and in forming a confti- 
tution on the juft rights of man ; a conftitution 
intended for the benefit, not of the £t\v, but of 
the many; not for one man, or one clafs of men; 
but for the whole body politic, from the King 
upon the throne, to the peafant in the cottage. 

B Sa/us 
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2 INTItODtfCTOItr oi^sbhtAttons. 

Salus fopulifuprema eft lex^ is the ientuncmt 
which has heen engraven on the hearts of the 
French legiflators^ Their decrees are publiflied 
to the world, and they may challenge the bit- 
tcrcft of their enemies, to point out any which 
are calculated to advance the private intcreft of 
individuals, at the expence of the public good. 
This is the principal reafon of the oppofition 
which has been (hewn to their proceedings in 
their own country, and of the diflike and abhor- 
reftce which they have excited in the minds of 
ftatefoicn, in other countries ; for it is an obfcr- 
vation, not more melancholy than true, that the 
purer any fyftem, cither of religion or govern- 
ment, is in its principles, the more will it be 
difliked, detefted, and oppofed, by a confiderable 
part of mankind. Though its fupporters and 
admirers may be aftuated by the beft of mo- 
tives; though they may have no intereft in view, 
diftind from that of their fellow-creatures, they 
will be fure to be defpifed and vilified. This has 
been the cafe in thofe revolutions, which have 
proved the greateft bleffings to mankind. 

When Christianity was introduced into 
the world ; a fyftem, the principles of which 
were proclaimed by the angelic choir. Glory to 
God in the highiji ; peace on earthy good will to^ 
"wards men ; a fyftem, the defign of which was 

to 



to redbem n^uikind from ilavery^ vice> and 
wretdiednefs 1 what was the language^ and what 
«iras the condud c£ the rulers in Church and 
State of that day ? They chai^ the bene* 
volent audior of it with fedition^ ^tA Jiirring 
tip the people ^ with being an enemy to the civil go-^ 
vemtnenti and notwithftanding the ikliity of 
theie charges they prevailed (the priefb in par^ 
ticakr, by their inflammatory difcourfes) on the 
b^h cbttrcb mob of that day^ to crucify the beft 
£iend to the human race which ever appeared 
on this g^obe« His difcijdes^ who with un<^ 
daunted courage, publifhed the truth after his 
deaths met with treatment £milar to diat of 
their mailer. They were charged as men who 
Hvanted to turn the world upfide down $ the Chrif^ 
tian fe£l was every where fpoken againft ; and 
whoever will attend to what was then iaid of 
thofe primitive reforaiers of mankind^ wUI find 
it very £milar to the language now ufed againft 
the reformers in France, as weU as againft their 
admirers in other countries* 

But the progrefs of Tmth, though How, is 
certain* The light of Chriftianity, however it 
may have been obfcured, more indeed by its 
friends than by its enemies, has never been, arid 
never will be extmguifhed. 

B % From 
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From the introduftion of Chriftianity, let vA 
turn our eyes for a moment to that great event, 
commonly termed the Reformation ; the 
leading defign of which was, the reftoration of 
the rights of confcience, and the recovery of re- 
ligious liberty. What oppofition did it not meet 
with from popes, from cardinals, from bifliops, 
and from the major part of the clergy, wherever 
it was introduced ! Perfecution in all its horrid 
forms, was made ufe of, to prevent the reforma- 
tion of thofe corrupt religious eftabliftraients, 
which then overfpread the world. Although this 
reformation was a morning with clouds, yet the 
fun, whidhi then appeared, has been gradually 
spreading its light ever fince> and. to the inex- 
preffible joy of the friends to mankind, has burft 
forth with renewed fplendour, on twenty-five 
millions of the human race, who are now feel- 
ing its illuminating and cheering influences j and 
we doubt not, but that like its glorious repre- 
fentative, the fun in the firmament, its light 
will, in due time, fpread over the whole world, 
and that aU mankind will be happy in experi- 
encing its glorious effedls. 

A fyftem, however, like the French Confti- 
tution, that levels at.once the corrupt prejudices 
with which the world has long been overcaft j 
which annihilates del^tifin j which ratfcs the 

deprcfled 
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deprefled part of mankind ; which breaks the 
fetters of flavery, both civil and ecclefiaftical ; 
which renounces thofe hornd principles of a Aion 
that have made nearly one half of th^ world at 
war with the other; which has purified the* 
church from thofe corrupt innovations that in- 
fefled it for more than a thoufand years pail j— » 
It is no wonder that a conftitution^ founded on 
fach principles, fhould have been difliked by the 
defpots of the earth, or that they fhould bura 
with indignation at beholding fuch an event* 
But there is one refleftion that forces itfelf on 
the piind of the writer, and which, he doubts 
not, has frequently been excited in the minds of 
his readers, a refledtion that muft give peculiar 
pain to every friend to mankind; namely, that 
in a nation hitljerto diftinguiflied from furround- 
ing nations, by the principles of freedom on 
which its conftitutipn is founded } and which, 
though but partially and imperfedly gdt?d upon, 
have produced fo pianjr happy cffc^ j that in 
Great Britain we fhould find enemies to 
the French, becaufe they have followed the ex- 
ample of our anpeflorjs ; — That Britons fhould 
repine, becaufe their neighbours have imbibed 
,the fpirit of our beft political writers; — that 
they fhould join the league of tyrants in ex- 
claiming againfl a conftitution which has more 

6 3 freedoin 
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freedorh in k than their own ;*^This is a £uft, 
almoft as furptifing as the revolation k&K; and 
whkh, 1^ it beea Jbrctdd a few years fince, 
wouM haye been eqaally difbelkved* Onoof 
our befl modem poets, when fondly imiiginiiig 
an eyent which has fince tahen pkcc in Framed, 
the deftrttdtion of the Baftile, could no* hxSp 
breaking ferth on the occafidn, in language 
which ihews that his fedings are as pure as his 
abilities are ihining, 

** Yc horrid towers, th' abode of broken hearts ! 

** Ye dungeons and yc cages of defpair ! 

^ There's not an Englifh heart that wouH not leap, - 

^^ To hear fhat ye were feMen at hft«-l6 ktoW 

<^ That even ottf cRemies, fo 6ft employed 

** In forging chains for us, thcmfclvcs were free !* 

But what would have been the furprife of the 
above writer, had any friend thus addreflcd him ; 
*' Your wifli refpeflting the French empire will 
fhortly be accomplifhed : the people will bo 
free ; the horrid towers of the Baftile will fell ;. 
and its dungeons, its cages of defpair, will foon 
be deftroyed : but you are miftaken in fuppofing 
that fuch an event will infpire the hearts of your 
countrymen with joy; many of them will moufn 
on the occafion* One of them in particular, tq 

* Cowper's Talji. Book V. 
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ycur fttr|H*ize, as well as that q£ many others, 
will charge the French with guih, for daring to 
break their chains ; he will iingle out, a$ one of 
their capital crimes, the denaolition of the Bai^ 
tile: he will raniack language for every term of 
abufe againft thofe new-born ions of freedom : 
yea, he will be fo ^' exceedingly mad againft 
tbem^" as to invite even his Sovereign, wSs 
60s ghried in the name of Briton^ ^ to join the 
Sovereigns of Europe, to fubdue the efforts of 
the French in eflablifhing their freedom, and to 
forge anew thofe chains which they will break 
in pieces 1 who will give this advice, although 
he knows a deluge of blood mufl be the confe-« 
quence, fhould it be foUowed-jr*'* Had any one 
thus addrefTed the poet, what mufl have been 
his aftonifhment on the occafion ! 

Britons, however, in general it is hoped, have 
not fb degenerated from the principles of their 
ancefloFS, as to be led away by fuch wild and 
wicked fuggeflions, as they have lately been in« 
fulted with, by Mr. Burke in particular, no^to 
mention other writers, who have firil mifre« 
prefented, and then abufed the French nation. 
It is hoped we have fenfe and honeAy enough 

* See his Majcfty's Speech nn his acceifian to-the ihrone, 
Mrt Burke's Second Letter. 
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to read, examine^ and judge for ourfelvcs ; and 
that if we find the French have made greater 
progrefs in Truth and Liberty than we have, 
we (hall think it our duty to learn from then? 
example, gs they undoubtedly have from the ex^ 
ample of our forefathers. 

To afford his countrymen fome affiftance in 
their enquiries on this important fubjedt, is the 
defign of the writer who now takes the liberty 
of addreffing them. The National Aflcmbly of 
France have accompliflied their great work i the 
labours of its members are terminated. They 
have proved true to their truft, and to their 
oaths. The conftitution is finiftied. It has 
been accepted, in the moft folemn manner, by 
the King, who is bound by every tie, which 
gratitude or intereft can fuggeft, to maintain 
and fuppprt it to the utmoil of his power. It 
has been fblemnly proclaimed in every city and 
town throughout France, and it can only be 
altered by a new aflembly, chofen by the people 
at large for that exprefs purpofe. That confti^ 
tution is prefented to the Reader, who is re- 
quefted carefiilly to perufe it. Many of its ar-? 
ticlee have been already publiihed at different 
times, as they were decreed; but fome have 
l)een forgotten, others have been mifi-eprefented, 
^ome have undergone alteration j and until the 

lat9 
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late revifion by the afTembly, and the accepta* 
tion of the King, it. was uncertain what decrees 
would have been deemed conftitutional. This 
important work having been concluded, every 
one may now refer to what the French confider 
ihcvr Magna CJbarta, their Declaration of Rights^ 
their Constitution ; of which no power on 
earth has a right to deprive them. 

In the remarks which follow, it will icon 
be perceived, that it is not the defign of the 
Autfaour to enter largely into the nature of 
the French Conftitution, to delineate its va- 
rious excellencies, or to criticiic its appre- 
hended defeats. He has purpofely avoided all 
abftrad: fpeculations on the nature, advantages, 
or diiadvantages of different governments, whe- 
ther monarchical, ariftocratical, or republican. 
He has only mentioned the legiflative decrees of 
the National Affembly, fo far as they were ne- 
ceflary to illuflratc his fentiments. Many able 
writers have difcuiTed thefe fubjedts, and many 
more will difcufs them. Time and experience 
will be neceflary to form a proper judgment of 
many parts of the new government. The Na- 
tional Aflembly have done much in laying an 
excellent foundation ; but in ereding the fuper- 
ftrufture, they have been compelled to try new 
piethods, and to proceed in ^ manner for which 

they 
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they had nacxampk. Their own language on 
the occaiioa is well deferving notice, it is as 
Boble as it is juft and candid, and fhould ever 
prevent an^ perfons from judging haftily of 
what, pediaps, they do not properly eon^pfc-* 
hcnd. — ** We have had (fay the ^tiSembly) to 
** combttt with the inveterate prejiidices of ages; 
'^ and great changes a^re attended by a thou£md 
*< UBcertainties. Our foc€eifi>rs wUl be «n- 
*' lightened by experience *, as for us, we have 
^ endeavoured to trace a new route by the 1^^ 
** of principles only. They will labour in peace, 
** but we have been tried with dreadfiil ftQrin$« 
^ They will know their rights, and the limks of 
^^ the iewral powers : we have recovered the 
*^ jBri)-, and have fixed the fecond. They will 
<^ coniblidate our work ^r— they will furpafs us, 
<« and that (hall be our recompence*/' 

The ibundation principles of the French eon- 
ftitutkm are noore particularly recommend to 
the confidenrtkm of the Reader; principles on 
wluch every good government muft be £3unded j 
principles which one would think fhould fland 
in little need of reconmiendation, but would be 
embraced by every one, whofe mind is not 

• Firft addrefs of the Kational ASka^Vf to their oonfticaents, Sept. 

»8th, 1789. 
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wstffxd t^ prides paffion, or prejudice. An at« 
tention to tbeie k die peculiar duty of Bfikma : 
by ikudymg die French conftttution, thqr will 
be enabled to jadge of die exceSencies and tho 
defeats of their owi»« Tlie main defign of thia 
pubUcatioo la to engage the attentidn of diat 
otitfs of inen» who^ like the writer, have neither 
abilitiefi, Idifufe, nor incfioation £ot profound n- 
leorchca or accurate ifiveftig^tion; but who he 
hopes are unhaeknied in the ways and arts of 
ibMefinen; who are blefled with a little phm 
unibphifticated common &n£t ; whofe notinds are 
open to coikvi£tion» and whole hearts are warm 
with love to their country, and to all mankind. 
To fueh perfixM he ventures to addrde hkn£df 
with freedom, and to them he caj^ without 
anxiety fubmit his remarks. Should any one, 
in peru^g them, think that he has been too 
free in fixne of diofe which relate to the govern-* 
ment of this country, he has only to requeft 
fiach perfon to afk hknfelf for a moment, what 
it is which makes them ^pear &}i If it is not 
TxuTH, he will readily acknowledge the juftice 
of any cenfures which may be caft upon them. 
This is all the apology that can be made by the 
writer fer his Sentiments on this occafion, and 
this is fufficient j if they are true, litde apology 

is 
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is neceflary ; if they are not^ no apology^ how-- 
ever fpecious, ougJk to excuie them, ^ 

One thing, however, he begs leave to add ; 
that as he refided at' Paris at the time when fbme 
of the principal events of the revolution occured, 
he has had an opportunity of judging for himfelf 
concerning the ajffairs of the French nation. He* 
has endeavoured to gain what intelligence he 
could, from different parties, and different writers/ 
The caufe in which he has thought proper to 
engage, is tod good to require any mifrcprefen- 
tetion or deceit; he has made ufc of neither/ 
He can, therefore, with the utmoft finccrity 
conclude this addrefs, in the language of a great 
man on another occasion : " Thefe remarks are 
** ddigned, flight and imperfed: as they are, 
<* for the fervice of Truth, by one who would 
•* be glad to attend, and grace her triumphs: 
•^ As her foldier^ if he has had the honour to 
*^ ferve fuccefsfully under her banner : or, as her^ 
^* captive J tied to her chariot wheels; if he has,. 
« though undefignedly, committed any ofFcnco 
** againft her*." 

LoNDOK, Dec. 1791. 
♦ Pr. Jortin's Remarks on Ecdcfiaftical Hiftory, Vol. I. Pscfiicc, 
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FRENCH CONSTITUTION^ 



DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN, 
AND OF THE CITIZEN. 

TH £ Reprefentatives of the French people^ 
ibrmed into a National AiTembly, con^ 
fidering that ignorance, forgetfulneis, orcon-^ 
tempt of the Rights of Men, are the fole caufes 
of public grievances, and of the corruption of 
government, have refolved to exhibit, in a folemn 
Declaration, the* natural, unalienable, and iacred 
Rights of Man, in order that this Deckration, 
ever prefent to all the Members of the Social 
Body, may inceiTantly remind them of their 
rights and cf their duties ; to the end that the 
afts of the legiflative power, and thofe of the 
executive power, being able to be every mo- 
ment compared with the end of all pc^tical in-* 
ftitutions, m»y acquire the more refpeft; in 
order alio that the remonftrances of the citizens, 
founded henceforward on £imple and incontefli*- 

ble 
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blc principles, may ever tend to maintain the 
Conftitution, and to promote the general good : 
For thefe reafons, the National Affembly rc- 
cognifes* and declares in the prefcnce, and under 
the aufpices of the Supreme Being, the fol- 
lowing Rights of Men and of Citizens: 

Article First. 

ALL men are born, and remain, free and 
equal in rights: focial diilin£tions cannot be 
founded but on common utility. 

II. The end of all political affociations is the 
prefervation of the natural and imprefcriptible 
rights of man : thefe rights are liberty, property, 
fecurity, and refiftance againft oppreflion. 

III. The principle oi fovereignty refides effen- 
tially in the nation : no body of men y no individual f 
can exercife an authority that does not emanate 
exprcfsly from that fource. 

IV. Liberty confifts in the powei^ of doing 
every thing except that which is hurtful to an- 
other : hence the fexercife of the natural rights 
of every man, has no other bounds than thofe 
that are neceflary to enfure to the other members 
of fociety the enjoyment of the fame rights r 
thofe bounds to be determined by the law only. 

V. The law has a right to forbid thofe aftions 
alone, that are hurtful to fociety. Whatever is 

not 
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not forbidden by the law, . cannot be hindered ; 
and no perfon can be conftrained to do that 
which the law ordaineth not. 

VI. The law is the expreffion of the general 
will: all the citi^as have a right to concur 
perfonally, or by their reprefentatives, to the 
formation of the law : it ought to be the fame 
for all, whether it proteft, or whether it puniih. 
All citizens being equal in the eye of the law, 
are equally admiflible to public honour, places 
and offices, according to their capacity, and 
without any other diflinftion but that of their 
yirtue, or their talents. 

VIL No man can be accufed, arreftcd, or 
<letained, except in cafes determined by the law, 
and according to the forms which the law hath 
prescribed. Thofe who folicit, di/patch, ex- 
ecute, or caufe to be executed, arbitrary orders, 
ought to be punifhed ; but every citizen that is 
fummoned, or feized, in virtue of the law, 
ought to obey infkntly — ^he becomes culpable by 
refiftance. 

VIII. The law ought to eftablifli fuch puni/h- 
ments only as are ftridly and evidently neceflary ; 
and no perfon can be punifhed, but in virtue of 
a law eftabliflied and promulgated prior to the 
offence, and legally applied. 

C IX. Every 
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IX. Every man being prcfuxned innocent t3I 
fuch time as he has been declared guiky, if it 
fhall be deemed abfolutely neceflary to arreft a 
man, every kind of rigour' employed, not necef- 
lary to fccure his perfon, ought to be fcvcrely 
pum(hed by the law. 

X. No perfon fhall be molefted for his opi- 
nions, even fuch as are religious, provided that 
the manifeftation of thofc opinions does not 
diAurb the public order eftaWiflied by the law. 

XL The free communication of thought, and 
of opinion, is one of the moft precious rights of 
man. Every citizen, therefore, may freely 
Ipeak, wrke, and.publifh his fentiments; fub- 
jc6t, however, to anfwer for the abufc of that 
liberty, in cafes determined by the laW. 

Xn. The guarantee of the rights of men arid 
citizens invohrcs a neceffity of pui/ic force. This 
fcM-ce is theif inflituted for the advantage of aH^ 
and not for the particular utility of thofe to whom 
it is confided. - ^ 

XIL For the maintenance of the public force, 
and fix-^he expences of adminiflr^tion, a common 
contribution is indifpenfably neceflary: this con- 
tribution fhould be equally divided amctogfl all 
the citizens, in proportion to their abilities. 

XIV. Every citizen has a right, by himfelf, 
or by his reprefentatives, to decide concerning 

the 
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the neccffity of the public contribution ; to con- 
fent to it freely; to look after the employment 
of it ; to determine the quantity, the diitribution^ 
the collection, and duration. 

3tV. Society has a right to demand from every 
public agent, an account of his adminiftration. 

XVL That fodety in which the guarantee of 
rights 18 not ailured^ nor die feparation of powers 
determined, has no'confHtution. 

XVII. Property being a right inviolable and 
iacred, no perfon can be deprived of it, except 
when the public neceflity, legally afcertained^ 
ihall evidently require it, and on condition of a 
juft and previous indemnification. 

The National Assembly, defirous of 
eftablifhing the French Conftitution on the 
principles which it has juft now recognifed and 
declared, abolifhes, irrevocably, thofe inftitu* 
tions which are injurious to liberty, and equality 
of rights. 

There is no longer any nobility ^ nor peerage^ 
nor hereditary diJiinSlionsy nor difference of orders^ 
nor feudal government J nor patrimonial jurifdic-- 
tionj nor any of the titles^ denominations ixn(i pre- 
rogatives which are derived from them; nor 
any of the orders of chivalry ^ corporations^ or 
decorationsy for which proofs of nobility were 
required; nor any kind of fuperiority, but that 

C 2 of 
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of public Fondlionaries in the excrcifc of their 
fiindions. 

No public office is henceforth hereditary or 
purcbafeable. 

No part of the nation, nor any individual, 
can henceforth poflefs any privilege or exception 
from the common rights of all Frenchmen. 

There are no more wardenjhips or corporations 
in profeffions, arts, or trades. 

The law recognifcs no longer any religious 
vowsj nor any other engagement which would 
be contrary to natural rights, or to the Confti^ 
tution. 



TITLE L 

FUNDAMENTAL REGULATIONS GUARANTEED BY 
THE CONSTITUTION. 

THE Conftitution guarantees, as natural and 
civil rights, 

1 . That all the citizens are admiffible to places 
and employments, without any other diilindlioa 
than that oi virtue and talents. 

2. That all taxes (hall be equally divided 
amongft all the citizens, in proportion to theit 
abilities. 

'I. That 
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3- That the &mc crimes (hall be fubjc<ft to 
Ae fame punifhments, without any diftin<ftion 
of perfbns. 

The Conftitution^ in like manner, guarantees, 
as natural and civil rights, liberty to every man 
to go, ftay, or depart, without being arretted, 
or detained, except according to the forms de- 
termined by -the Conflitution. 

Liberty to every nian to fpeak, write, print 
and publifh his thoughts, without the writings 
being fubje<3:ed to cenfure or infpeflion before 
their publication, and to exercife the religious 
worihip to which he is attached. 

Liberty to the citizens to affemble peaceably, 
and without arms, in complying with the laws 
ofpollce« 

Liberty to addrefs to the confiituted authori- 
ties, petitions figned by mdividuals. 

The Legiflativc Power can make no law 
which would attack, or impede the exercife of 
the natural and civil rights exprefled in the pre- 
fent title, and guaranteed by the Conflitution ; 
but as liberty confifls only in the power of doing 
whatever neither injures the rights of another, 
nor. the public fafety, the law may eflablifh 
penalties againfl a£ts, which, attacking either 
the rights of others, or the public fafety, would 
be injurious to fociety. 

C3 "The 
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The Conftitution guarantees the inviolability 
of property, or a juft and previous indemnity for 
that, of which, public neccffity, legally proved, 
ihall require the facrifice. 

Property, deftined to the. expence of worfliip, 
and to all fervices of public utility, belongs to 
the natiofif and fhall, at all timeS| be at its dif-^ 
poial. 

The ConfHtution guarantees all the aliena-^ 
tions which have been, or which fhall be mado 
according to the forms cflabliftied by the kw. 

The citizens have a right to elcft or chooi^ 
the minifters of their religions. 

There fhall be created and organifed, a ge-» 
ncral eftablifhment of fuilic aid for the educa- 
tion of deferted children, to relieve the infirm 
poor, and to procure work for the healthy poor, 
who have not been able to find it for them-» 
felves. 

There fhall be created and organifed, a pui/ie 
inJlruStion^ common to all citizens, gratuitous 
with regard to thofe partis of tuition indifpenfabl^ 
for ajl men, and of which the eftabliihments 
(hall be gr^jdually diftributed, in a proportion 
combined with thp divifion of the kingdom. 

There fhall be cflabjifhedi national feJHvals^ 
to prcferve the remembrance of the French Re- 
volution, to Iceep up fra^ernijl affeftion atnongfl 



^ qkusens, aodattachnieiit to^die conftitutkin, 
tbe c»uQtiy, ^.1^ laws, 
• Th«i3e.j(haU be drawQ up* a code. of qivU laws, 
couunoa to sill the kingdom. 



TITLE II. 

OF THE DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM AND THE STATE 
OF THE CITIZENS. 

!• THE KINGDOM is QTie and in^ifible ; its 
territory is divided intp eighty-three depart- 
ments; every department into diflrids; each 
diftrid into cantons. 

II. Thofe arc French Ckizens, 

Who are bom in France* of a French fa- 
ther; 

Who, having been born in France, of a fon 
reign &ther, have fixed their reiidence in the 
kingdom; 

Who, having been born in a foreign country, 
of a French father, have returned to fettle in 
France, and have taken the civic oath* 

In fine, who having been born in a foreign 
country, being defcended, in whatever degree, 
from a Frenchman or Frenchwoman, who had 
left their country from religious motives, come 
10 reiide in France, and take the civic oath. 

C 4 m. Thofe 
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lil. Thofe who» haTirig been bom out of 
the kingdom, of foreign parents, but rdide in 
France, become French Citizens, after five 
years of continued refidencein the kingdom ; if, 
befides, they have acquired immovable property, 
or married a Frenchwoman, or formed an efta- 
blifhm[ent of agticulture or commerce^ and if 
they have taken the civic oath. . 

• IV. The legiflative power may, fi-om im- 
portant confiderations, naturalize a foreigner, 
upon no other condition than than of refiding in 
France, and taking the civic oath. 

V. The civic oath is, " Ifwear tty he faithful 
*' to the Nation^ the Law^ and the King ; and fa 
" maintain, with all fHy power , the conftitution of 
'* the kingdom, decreed by- the National Conjiitu^ 
^^ ent AJfemhly, in the years 1789, 1790, and 
^ 1791." 

VI. The quality of a French Citizen is loft : 
I ft. By naturalization in a foreign country 5 

• 2d, By being condemned to penalties which 
involve the civic degradation, provided the per- 
fon condemned be not re-inftated ; 
' 3d, By' a fentencc of contumacy, provided the 
fentence be not annulled ; 

4th, By an aflbciation with any foreign order 
of chivalry, or any foreign body, which (hall 

• fuppofe 
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fuppofe' either proofs of nobility^ or diflindloa 
of birth, or require religious vows. 

VII. The law regards marriage ibkly as a 
civil contraB. "The legiflative power (hall cfta- 
blifh for all the inhabitants, without diftinftbo^ 
the mode by which births, marriage^ and 
deaths, fhall be afcertained, and fhall appoint 
the public officers, who {hall receive and pre- 
ferve the certificates of them. 

VIII. French Citizens, confidered with re* 
fpcd to thofe local relations which arife out of 
their aflbciation in cities, and incertain divifionf 
of territory in the country, form the ^ommu-- 
nities. 

The legiflative power may fix the extent and 
boundary of each community. 

IX. The Citizens who compofe each com- 
munity, have a right of choofing, for a time» 
according to the forms prefcribed by the law, 
thofe among them, who, under the name of 
municipal officers^ arc charged with the manage- 
ment of the particular affiurs of the community. 

To the municipal officers may be delegated, 
certain fundlions relative to the general intereft 
of the State. 

X. The rules which the municipal officers 
fhall be bound to follow in the exercife, both of 
the municipal functions, and of thofe which 

fhaU 
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ibsil be delegated to them for the general in-* 
tereft, fhall be fixed by the laws. 



TITLE III. 

OF THE PUBLIC IPOWBKS. 



I. THE fovereignty is one, indivifible, in- 
alienable, and impreicriptible ; it belongs to the 
4)ation : no fedion of the people, nor any indi- 
yidiial^ can aiTume to itfelf the exercife of it. 

n. X^ Nation, from which alone flow all 
powers, cannot exercife them, but by delega- 
tion. 

The French Conftitution is reprefentative % 
the reprefentatives are the legiflative body, and 
the king. 

III. The legiflative power is delegated to a 
National AflTembly, compofed of temporary re- 
prefentatives, freely chofen by the people, to be 
cxercifed by this AiTembly, with the fanftion of 
the King, in manner afterwards determined. 

IV. The government is monarchical; the 
executive power is delegated to the King, to be 
exercifed under his authority, by minifters and 
other refpoiifible agents, in manner afterwards 
(letennined. 

V. The 
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V. The judicial power is delegated to judges 
ckofefli for a time by die people. 

CHAP, I. 

OF THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

I. T^HE National Aflembly, forming thclc- 
giflative body, is permanent, and confifts 
of one chamber only. 

II. It /hall be formed by new ele6lions every 
two years. X 

Each period of two years (hall form one le- 
giflature. 

III. The difpofitions of the preceding articles 
fhall not take place with rcfpedt to the enfuing 
Icgiflative body, whofe powers fhall ceafe the 
Jaft day of April 1793. 

IV. The renewal of the Icgiflative body fhall 
be matter of full right. 

V. The Icgiflative body cannot be dijQblved 
by the King. 

Section I. 

Number of Repnfentatives — Bafes of R^prefen^ 
tation. 

\, THE number of reprefentatives to the Ic- 
igiflative body is feven hundred and forty-five, 
PD account pf the eighty-three departments of 

which 
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which the kingdom is cx^mpoiedy and*indepen« 
dent of thofe that may be granted to the co- 
lonies. 

II. The reprefentativcs {hall be difhibuted 
among the eighty- three departments^ according 
to the three proportions of territory ^ di populiu 
tion^ and of direSl contribution. , ' 

III. Of the 745 reprefentatives, 247 are at* 
tached to the territory. 

Of thefe each department fhall nominate 
three, except the department of Paris, which 
ihall only nominate one. 

IV. Two hundred and forty-nine reprefenta- 
lives are attributed to the population. 

The total mafs of the adtive- population of 
the kingdom is divided into 249 parts, and each 
department nominates as many of the deputies 
as it contains part of the population. 

V. Two hundred and forty-nine reprefenta- 
tivcs are attached to the dire£l contribution. 

The fum total of the dircdt contribution of 
the kingdom is likewife divided into 249 parts; 
and each department nominates as many depu- 
ties as it pays parts of the contribution. 



Section 
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Section II. 
Primary AJfetnblies — Nomination ofEle^ors. 

I. IN order to form a National Legiflative 
AfTembly, the AdUve Citizens fliall meet every 
two years, in Primaiy Ailemblies, in the towns 
and cantons. 

The Primary AiTemblies ihall form them- 
felves, of full right, the fecond Sunday of 
Marchy if they have not been convoked iboner 
by the public officers eflablifhed by law. 

II. To be an Adive Citizen, it is necbfTary, 
To be born, or to have become a French- 
man ; 

To be twenty-five years of age complete ; 

To have refided in tlie city or canton during 
iht time determined by the law i 

To pay, in any part of the kingdom, a dired: 
contribution, at leaft equal to the value of three 
days labour, and to produce the acquittance; 

Not to be in a menial capacity, namely, that 
of a fcrvant receiving wages ; 

To be infcribed in the municipality of the 
place of his refidence, in the lift of the national 
guards; 

To have taken the civic oath. 

III. Every fix years the legiflative body (hall 
fix the minimum and the maximum of the value 

of 
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of a day's latx>uri and the admlniArators of the 
departments fhall determine the rate for every 
diflria. 

IV, None (hall exercife the rights lor an adivc 
ohizen in more than one place, nor employ an- 
other as his fubftitute. 

V. Thofe fhall be excluded from the rights of 
an axflive citizen. 

Who are in a ftate of accufation ; 

Who after having been conftituted in a flate 
of failure, or infolvability, proved by authentic 
documents, fhall not produce a general difcharge 
from their creditors. 

VL The Primary AfTemblies fhall name elcc* 
tors- in proportion to the number of adire citi2;ens 
reiiding in the town or canton. 

There fhall be named one eledor for a hun-« 
dred adive citizens |»'efent, or not, in the Af- 
iemUy. 

There fhall be named two for 151 to 250^ 
and fo on in this proportion. 

VII. No man can be named eledor, if along 
widi the conditions neceifary in order to be an 
adive citizen, he does not join the following :— 
In towns of more than 6000 inhabitants, that 
of being proprietor or liferenter of a property 
valued on the rolls of contribution, at a revenue 
equal to the local value of 200 days labour ; or 

of 
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of renting a houfe^ valued on the fame rolls^ 
at a revenue equal to the value of 150 days 
labour. 

hi towns below 6000 inhabitants^ ^t of 
being proprietor, or liferenter of a property^ 
valued on the rolls of cx>ntribution, at a re* 
venue equal to the local value of 1 50 days labour i 
or of renting a houfe, valued on the 6me rolls, 
at a revenue equal to the value of 100 days 
labour. 

And, in the country, that of being proprietor 
or liferenter of a property, valued on the rolls 
of contribution, at a revenue equal to the local 
value of 1 50 days labour ; or of being a farmer 
of lands, valued on the fame rolls, at the value 
of 400 days labour. 

With refpe<a to thofe who fliall be at the 

lame time proprietors or liferentcrs on one hand, 

^ and tackim^i or farmers on the other, their 

powers on thefe different accounts fhall be add** 

ed together, to eflabliih their eligibifity. 

Section III. 

FJeSioral AJftmblies — Nomination of Reprefenta^ 

tives. 

I. THB eledlors named in each departmenl: 
fh^l convene in order to choofe that number of 

rcprc- 
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fepreientative$9 whofe nomination fhall belong 
to their department^ and a number of fubititutes 
equal to the third of the reprefentatives. 

The Electoral Aflcmblies fhall form them- 
felves» of Aill right, the laft Sunday of March, 
if they have not been convoked fooner by the 
public officers appointed by kw. 

II. The reprefentatives and fubftitutes fhall 
be chofen by an abfolute majority of votes, and 
cannot be chofen but from amongft the active 
citizens in the department. 

III. All the adive citizens, whatever be their 
condition, profeffion, or contribution, may be 
chofen reprefentatives of the nation. 

IV. Thofe however, fhall be obliged to de- 
cide between one or other fituation — Miniflers, 
and other agents of the executive power, re- 
moveable at pleafure; Commiffioners of the na- 
tional treafury ; CoUedtors and receivers of direfl 
contributions ; Superintendants of the coUedion^ 
or management of indired contributions and na- 
tional domains, and thofe who, under any deno- 
mination whatever are attached to the employs 
of the military or civil houfhold of the king. 

The adminiffa^tors„ fub-adminiflrators, muni- 
cipal officers, and commandants of the national 
guards, fhall alfb be obliged to make a choice. 

V. The 
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V* The exercife of judiciary fondions fhall 
be incompatible with thofe of a reprefcntafive 
of the nation, during all the contmuance of the 
legiflature. 

The Judges fliall be replaced by their fubfti- 
tutes, and the King fhall provide, by briefe of 
commiflion, for the replacing of his commiHaries 
at the tribunals. 

VI. The members of the legiflative body 
may be re-defted to the next legiflature 3 bu^. 
not afterwards, till after an interval of one legi* 
nature. 

Vn. The rcprefcntatives named in the depart- 
ments, fhall not be reprefentatives of a particular 
department, but of the whole nation, and no 
mandate can be given them. 

Section IV* 

Se^an and Regulation of the Primary and 
EkSloral Ajfemblies. 

I. THE Fundions of the Primary and Elec- 
toral Aflemblies are limited to the right of eledl- 
ing : and as foon as the eledtions are over, they 
(hall feparate, and fhall not form themfclves a- 
new, but when they fhall be convoked ; if it be 
not in the cafe of Seft. II. Art. I. and of Scd. 

m. Art. I. above. 
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II. No diftlve citizen can efitef or Vote in an 
diemblyi if he is armed. 

III. Armed force cinnot ht introduced in th^ 
meeting, except at the exprefs defire of the Af- 
fembly, uriefs in the cafe of adual violence, 
when the order of the Prefident (hall be fuffi* 
cient to call in the aid of public force» 

IV. Every two years, there fhall be dwiWtt 
up in each diilrid:, lifts by cantons of the aK^lve 
citizens ; and the lift of each canton (hall be 
publifhed and pofted up two months before the 
meeting of the Primary Affembly. The protefts 
which (hall be fiiade either againft the right of 
citizens named in the lift, or on the part of thofe 
who (hall affirm that they are unjuftly omitted, 
(hall be carried to the tribunals, to be there fum- 
marily decided upon. 

The lift (hall ferve to regulate the admiffion 
of citizens in the next Primary AfTembly, in 
every point that (hall not have been afcertained 
by a fentence pronounced before the (itting of 
the Aflembly* 

V. The Eledoral AiTemblies have the right 
of verifying the qualifications and powers of 
thofe who (hall prefent them(elves ; and their 
decifions (hall be provi(ionally executed, with a 
referve for the fentence of the legiflative bodf 

at 
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at the time of the verification of the powers of 
deputies. 

VL In no cafe, and under no pretext, fhall 
die king, or any agents named by him, interfere 
in queftions relative to the regularity of the con<- 
vocations, the fitting of aflemblies, the form of 
elections, or the pditical rights of citizens.— 
Without prejudice, however, to the fun&ions of 
the commifTaries of the king, in the caies de-^ 
termined Jby law, where queftions relative to the 
political rights of citizens ought to be carried to 
the tribunals. 

Section V. 

Meeting of tie Reprefent^hes in the National 
LegiJUative Afemhfy. 

I. THE reprefentatives ihaU aflemble on the 
firft Monday of May, in the place of the meet« 
ing of the lafl legiflature. 

II. They fhall form themfelves, provifionally, 
into an AfTembly, under the prefidence of the 
eldefl, to verify the powers of the reprefentatives 
prefent. 

III. As foon as thefe fhall be verified, to the 
number of 373 members, they fhall conftitute 
themfelves under the title of the National Legi^ 

flative AJfenAlyi they fhall name a prefident, 
D 2 vice- 
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Vice-prefidcnt, and fecrctarics, and enter upcitt 
the exercife of their funftions. 

IV. During the whole of the month of May, 
if the number of reprefentatives preient fell fliort 
of 373, the AfTembly (hall not perform any le*- 
giflative a<ft. They may ifTue an arrfet, enjoin- 
ing the abfent members to attend to their func- 
tions within fifteen days at fartheft, under a pe- 
nalty of 3000 livres, if they do not produce an 
excufe which fliall be deemed lawful by the le- 
giQative body. 

V. On the laft day of May, whatever be the 
number of members prefent, they fhall conftitutc 
themfclves a National Legiflative Aflembly. 

VI. The reprefentatives fhall pronounce in a 
body, in the name of the French people, the 
oath, " to live free, or die.** 

They fhall then, individually, take the oath, 
to maintain, with all their power, the conjlitution 
of the kingdom, decreed by the National Conjlituent 
AJfembly, during the years 1789, ij()6,and 1791; 
to propofe or ajfent to nothing in the courfe of the 
legijlature, which may at all tend to infringe it ; 
and to be, in every refpeSl, faithful to the Nation, 
the Law, and the King. 

VII. The reprefentatives of the nation are 
inviolable ; they cannot be examined, accufed, 
or judged, at any time, with refpcdt to what they 

have 
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have faid, written, or done, in the cxercifc of 
their funftions of reprefentatives. 

Vin. They may for a crime be ieized in the 
ad, or in virtue of an order of arreft ; but notice 
ihall be given of it without delay, to the Legif- 
lative Body ; and the profecution ihall not be 
continued, till after the Legiflative Body fhall 
have decided that there is ground for accufatlon. 

4 

C H A P. 11. 

OF THE ROYALTY, THE REGENCY, AND 
THE MINISTERS. 

Section I. 
Of the Royalty and the King. 

I. 'T^HE Royalty is indivifible, and delegated 
' X hereditarily to the race on the throne, 

from male to male, by order of primogeniture, 

to the perpetual exclufion of females and their 

defcendants. 
. Nothing is prejudged refpedling the effedt of 

renunciations in the race on the throne. 

II. The perfon of the king is facred and in- 
violable : his only title is King of the French. 

III. There is no authority in France fuperior 
to that of the law. The king reigns only by it, 

D 3 and 
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«fld it k only in the name of the law^ that he cah 
require obedience. 

IV. The king^ on his acccflion to the throne, 
or at the period of his majority, (hall take to the 
Nation, in the prefence of the legiflative body, 
the oath, " To be faithful to the Nation^ and to 
the Law ; to employ all the power delegated to 
him, to maintain the Conftitution decreed by the 
National Conftituent Affembly in the years 1789, 
1790, and 1791 ; and to caufe the laws to be ex^ 
ecutedy 

If the legiflative body (hall not be aflembled, 
the king fhall caufe a proclamation to be ilTued, 
in which fliall be expreflcd this oath, and a pro- 
mife to repeat it as foon as the legiflative body 
fliall aflemble, 

V. If, one month after an invitation by the 
legiflative body, the king has not taken this oath, 
or if after taking it he fliall retradt, he fliall be 
deemed to have abdicated the royalty. 

VI. If the king put himfelf at the head of an 
army, and dircft the force of it againft the Na- 
tion, or if he do not oppofe, by a formal adl, any 
fuch enterprife undertaken in his name, he fliall 
be deemed to have abdicated. 

VII. If the king, having gone out of the 
kingdom, do not return, on the invitation of the 
legiflative body, and within the delay fixed by 

the 
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the jM-ocknutiopy which cannot be lef^ than two 
moqthsy be ihall be deemed to have abdicated. 

The dday ihaU commeiftce from the day when 
iht proclaination of the legiflative^body ihall 
have been publifhed in the pkce of its fitting ; 
and the Minifters fliall be obliged^ under their 
jefponfibility, to perform all the ads of the exe- 
cutive power, the eieercLle of which ihall be 
fafpended in the hands of the abfent king. 

VIII. After abdication, exprcfs or Iqgal, the 
king fhall be in the clafs of citizens, and m^ be 
accufed and tried like theoci^ for ads posterior 
to his abdication^ 

IX* The particular effedls which the king 
poUefTes at his acceilion to the throne, are ir- 
revocaMy united to the domain of the Nation ; 
he has the difpofition of thofe which he acquires 
on his own private account ; if he has not dif- 
polcd of them, they are in like manner united at 
the end of the reign. 

X. The Nation makes provifion for the 
fplendour of the throne by a civil lift, of which 
the Legiflativc Body fhall fix the fum at the 
commencement of each reign, for the whole 
duration of that reign. 

XL The king (hall appoint an adminiftrator 
of the civil lift, who ftiall inftitute all fuits for 
the king, and againft whom all adions for debts 
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of the king fhall be carried on, and judgments 
given and executed. Sentences of condemna- 
tiouj obtained by the creditors of the civil lift, 
(hall be executed againfl: the adminiftrator per- 
£)oally and his private fortune. 

XII. The king fliall have, independent of the 
honorary guard which (hall be fiimifhed him by 
the citizens, national guards of the place of his 
refidence, a guard paid from the funds of the 
civil lift. It ihall not exceed 1 200 foot^ and 
600 horfe. 

The degrees and rules of advancement fhall 
be the fame in it as amongft the troops of the 
line. But thofe who compofe the king's guards, 
ihall pafs through all the degrees exclufively 
amongft themfelves, and cannot obtain any in 
the army of the line. 

The king cannot chooie his guards, but 
amongft thofe who are at prefent in adtive fcr- 
vice in the troops of the line, or amongft the 
citizens who have ferved a year in the national 
guards, provided they are refidcnts in the king* 
dom, and that they have previoully taken the 
civic oath. 

The king's guards cannot be ordered or re- 
quired for any other public fcrvice. 
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Section IL 
Of the Regency. 

I. THE king is a minor till the age of eigh- 
teen complete ^ and during his minority, there 
fhall be a regent of the kingdom. 

II. The regency belongs to the relation of 
the king, who is the next in degree according to 
the order of fucceflion to the throne, and who 
has attained the age of twenty-five, provided he 
is a Frenchman refident in the kingdom, and 
not prcfumptive heir to, any other crown, and 
has taken the civic oath. 

Women are excluded from the regency. 

III. If a minor king has no relations who 
tmite the above qualities, the regent of the king- 
ilom fhall be eleded as is dired:ed in the follow- 
ing article : 

IV. The Legiflative Body fliall not eled the 
regent. 

V. The eleftors of each diftrid (hall aflem- 
ttc in the chief place of their diftrid ; after a 
proclamation, which fhall be iiTued in the firft 
week of the new reign, by the legiflative body 
if convened; and if feparated, the minifler of 
juftice fhall be bound to make that proclamation 
in the fame week. 

VI. The 
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VI. The eledfcors fhall name in every diftrid, 
by individual fcrutiny, and abfolute plurality of 
votes» a citizen eligible^ and resident in the 
diftridt^ to vjrhom thqr ftiaH give by the proces- 
veibal of the eleOiofi^ a fpecial mandate, liniited 
to the fole fundtion of electing the citizen whom 
he £hall judge in his heart and confcieoce the 
m<^ worthy of being regent of the kingdom. 

VIL The citizens having thefe mandates^ 
elefied in the diftrids, fhaU be bound to af-* 
&mble in the town where the legiiktive body 
holds it! ieati the fwtieth day at &rtheft> count- 
ing from that of the advancement pf the minor 
king to the throne ; and they ihall form there 
the ele&oral afTembly who ihall proceed to the 
nomination of the regent. 

VIII. The deftion of the regent fhall be made 
by individual fcrutiny and abfolute plurality of 
votes» 

IX. The eledoral aflcmbly cannot employ 
itfelf, but relative to this eledlion, and fhaU 
feparate as foon as the eleftion is finifhed. — 
Every other adi which it /hall attempt, is de*. 
clared unconilitutional, and of no cfFedt, 

X. The elcdtoral affembly fliall make its 
prefident prefent the prbccs-verbal of the elec- 
tion to the legiflative body, who after having 

verified* 
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verified the regularity of the eledion, fhaHimke 
it public over all the kingdom by a proda^ 
mation. 

XL The regent exerdfes, till the king's 
majority, all the fun&ions of royalty, and is 
not perfonally refponfibk for the ads of hia 
adminifhatton. 

XIL The regent cannot begin the exerdfe of 
his iundions, till after taking to the nation, in 
the preience of the legiflati?e body, aa oath, 
^< ^0 be faithful to the nation^ the lam^ and tbe 
*' king I and to employ all tbe fomer delegated ta 
<< tbe kingy and of nvbicb tbe exerdfe is confided 
** to bim during tbe minority of tbe king^ to main^ 
*^ tain tbe conftitution decreed by tbe National 
*' Conjiituent AJfembfyy^ in tbe years 1789, 1790^ 
*^ and 179 1, and to caufe tbe laws to be exeeuted^*'^ 

If the legiflative body is not aflembled, the 
regent (hall caufe a proclamation to be iflued, ia 
which (hall be expre(red this oath, and a promKe 
to repeat it as foon as the kgijQative body (hall 
be met. 

XIII. As long as the regent is not entered on 
the exercife of his functions, the fanAion of the 
laws remains fu(pended ; the minifters continue 
to perform, under their refponfibility, all the 
aifts of the executive power. 

XIV. As 
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XIV. As fbon as the regent fhall take the 
oathy the legiflative body (hall fix his allowance^ 
which fhall not be altered during his regency. 

XV. If on account of the minority of the re- 
lation called to the regency, it has devolved to a 
more diftant relation, or been fettled by eledion^ 
the regent who ihall have entered on the exer« 
cife of it, (hall continue his functions till the 
majority of the king. 

XVI. The regency of the kingdom confers 
tio right over the perfon of the minor king. 

XVII. The care of the minor king fhall be 
confided to his mother ; and if he has no mother, 
or if fhe be married again at the time of her 
ion's acceflion to the throne, or if fhe marry 
again during the minority, the care of him fhall 
be delegated by the legiflative body. 

Neither the regent, nor his defendants, nor 
a woman, can be chofen as guardian of the mi- 
, nor king. 

XVIII. In cafe of the king's infanity, noto- 
rioufly admitted, legally proved, and declared by 
the legiflative body, after three fucccffivc deli- 
berations held monthly, there fhall be a regency, 
as long as fuch incapacity continues. 
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Section III. 
Of the Royal Family. 

I. THE prefumptive heir fliall bear the 
name oi Prince Royal. He cannot go out of the 
Jdngdom, without a decree of the legiilative 
body, and the king's confent. 

If he is gone out of it, and if, being arrived 
at eighteen years of age, he do not return to 
France, after being required by a proclamation 
of the legiflative body, he is held to have abdi« 
cated the right of fucceffion to the throne. 

II. If the prefumptive heir be a minor; the 
relation of full age, and next in order to the re- 
gency, is bound to refide within the kingdom. 
In cafe of his going out of it, and not returning 
on the requifition of the legiflative body, he fhall 
be held to have abdicated his right to the re- 
gency. 

III. The mother of the minor king, having 
the care of him, or the guardian elected, if they 
go out of the kingdom, fcnfeit their charge. 

If the mother of the prefumptive heir, a mi« 
nor, go out of the kingdom, fhe cannot, even 
after her return, have the care of her minor fon, 
become king, but by a decree of the legiflative 
body. 

IV. A Uw 
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IV. A law fhall be made to regulate the edu- 
cation of the minor kmgt and that of the minor 
heir prefumptive. 

V. The members of the royal family called 
to the eventual fucceilioQ to the throne^ enjoy 
the rights of an aftivc citizen» but arc not eligi- 
ble to any placeSi employs, or fundions, in the 
nomination of the people. 

Excepting the places of minifters, th^ are 
capable of offices and employs in the nomina* 
tion of the king; they cannot^ however^ be 
commanders in chief of any army or fleet, nor 
fulfill the fun^ns of ambaffadors, without the 
confent of the legiflative body, granted on the 
propofition of the king, 

VI. The members of the royal ^mily, called 
to the eventual fucceffion to the throne, fhall 
add the doxonunation oi French Prince^ to the 
name which fhall have been given them in the 
civil ad, fbting their birth ; and this name can 
neither be patronymic, nor fomied of any of 
the qualifications aboliibed by the prefent con- 
flitution. 

The denomination oi Prince cannot be given 
to any other individual, and fhall convey no 
privilege ; nor any exception to the common 
r%hts of all Frenchmen. 

VII. The 



( 47 T 

VII. Theaas, by which (hall bekgaify ftat- 
ed the births, marriages, and deaths of the 
French princes, (hall be prefented to the legii^ 
lative body, who (hall coounand the depofit of 
them in their archives. 

VIII. No real apanage (in land) (hall be 
granted to the members of the rojral 6mily. - 

The younger fons of the king (hall receiveii 
at the age of tweaty-five, or on their marriage^ 
an annuity, the amount of which (hall be fixed 
by the legidative body, and which (hall tetmi* 
inate with the extindion of their male heirs. 

SjBCTION IV. 

OfMinifiers. 

I. To the king alone belongs the choice and 
'{evocation of minifters. 

II. The members of the prefent national a(^ 
(embly, and fucceeding legiflatures, the mem- 
bers of the tribunal of annulment, and thofo 
who (hall ferve in the high jury, cannot be ad- 
Tonced to the mini(h7, "^ receive any offices, 
gifts, penfions,- &laries, or commiffions iron> 
the exectttive^wer, or its agmts, during the 
continuance of their fimdions, nor during two 
years after having finiOied the exerdUe of them. 

Th* 
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The fame ihall be the cafe with refpe<H: to 
thofc who fhall be only infcribcd in the lift of 
the high jury^ during all the time that their in- 
icription fhall continue. 

III. No one can enter upon the exercife of 
any employ^ either in the bureaux of minifters^ 
or in thofe of the adminiflrations of public 
power, without having taken the civic oath, and 
having verified his having taken it. 

IV. No order of the king can be executed, 
if it be not figned by him, and counterfigned by 
the minifter or comptroller of the department. 

V. The minifters are refponfible for all the 
offences committed by them againft the national 
fafety and the canfHtution ; 

For every attack on individual property and 
liberty : 

For every wafte of the money allotted for the 
exp^nces of their department. 

VI. In no cafe can the written or verbal or- 
der of a king, fhelter a minifter from refpon- 
fibiUty. 

yil. The minifters are bound to prefent 
every year to the legiflative body, at the open- 
ing of the feflion, the flate of the expcnces of 
their department; to give an account of the 
employment of the fums deftined for that pur- 
pofe> and to mention the abufes which may 

have 
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liave crept Into the different parts of the gdvem** 
ment. 

VIII. No minifter, in or out of pkee^ can 
be criminally profecuted for any traiiikdion of 
his adminiftration» without a decree of the le-» 
giflative body^ 

CHAP. IIL 

OF THE EXtiRCISE OF THE LEGISLATIVE 
POWER. 

SectioM L 

Timer and TunSiions (ftbe Kattonal Legf/lative 
AJfembly^ 

\. ^ m ^HE conftitution delegates cxclufively to 
X the legiilative body, the powers and 
fun^ons following: 

1 . To propofe and decree laws: the king cafi 
only invite the Icgiflative body to take an object 
into confideration. 

2. To fix the public expcnces. 

3. Toeftablifh the public contributions — to 
.determine their nature, quantity, duration, and 
mode of coUcdtion. 

4. To divide the diredt contribution amongft 
the departments of the kingdom — to fiiperintcnd 
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the employ of all the public revenue, and ta 
demand an account of it. 

5. To decree the creation or fuppreffion of 
public offices. 

6- To determine the quality, weight, impref- 
fion, and name of the coin. 

7. To permit or prohibit the introdwflion of 
foreign troops into the French territories, and of 
foreign naval forces into the ports of the king- 
domu 

8. To fix annually, after the propofition of 
the king, the number of men and fliips of which 
the land and naval armies fhall be compofed; 
the pay and number of individuals of each rank; 
the rules of admiffion and promotion j the forms 
of inrolment and difcharge ; the formation of 
naval equipments; the admiffion of foreign troops, 
or naval forces, into the fervice of France ; and 
the pay of the troops, in cafe of their being 
diibanded. 

9. To regulate the adminiftrative government, 
and the alienation of the national domains. 

10. To profecute before the high national 
court, the miniflers and principal agents of the 
executive power, in what relates to their reipon- 
fibility. 

To accufe and profecute before the fame court, 
thofe who fhall be charged with any attack or 

confpiracy 
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cohipifftcy agstinft the general ikfety of the ilatet 
or againft the conftitution. 

1 1 • To eftablifh the laws, according to which, 
marks of honour or decorations purely perfonal, 
ihall be granted to thoie who have rendered 
fcrvices to the ftate. 

I A The legiilative body have the right to 
decree public honours to the memory of great 
men. 

IL War cannot be determined on, but by 
a decree of the legiflative body; paiTed on the 
formal and neceffary propofition of the king, 
and fandioned by him. 

In the cafe of imminent or commenced hof- 
tilities, of an ally to be fupported, or a right to 
be preferred by force of anns, the king fhall 
notify the fame without delay to the legiflat- 
tive body, and ihall declare the reafons of it. 

If the legiflative body be not fitting, the king 
ihall aflfemble it immediately. 

If the legiflative body decide that war ought 
not to be made, the king ihall immediately take 
meafures to ilop or prevent all hoitilities, the 
miniilers being refponfible for delays. 

If the legiflative body find that the hofHKties 
commenced are a palpable aggreilion on the part 
of miniilers, or any other agent of the executive 

E 2 power. 
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power, the author of the aggrcffion ihaO be 
profecuted criminally. 

During the whole courfc of war, thelegif^ 
lative body may require the king to negociate 
peace, and the king is bound to yield to this re- 
quifition. 

On the immediate conclufion of war, the 
legiflative body (hall fix the time within which 
the tropps levied above the peace eflablifhrn^nt, 
fhall be difcharged, and the army reduced to its 
ordinary ftate. 

III. It belongs to the legiflative body to ratify 
treaties of peace, alliance and commerce; and 
no treaty fhall have efFed: but by this ratifica- 
tion. 

IV. The legiflative body has the right of 
determining the place of its fittings, of continu- 
ing them as long as it fhall think necefl^ry^ 
and of adjourning : at the commencement of 
each reign, if it be not fitting, it fhall be bound 
to meet without delay. 

It has the right of policp in the place of 
its fitting, and to fuch extent around it as fhall 
be determined. 

It has the right of difcipline over4ts members ; 
but it can pronounce no heavier punifliment than 
cenfure, arrefl for eight days, or imprifonment 
for three. 

It 
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It has the right of difpofing» for its fafety, 
and the refpeA that i$ due to it, of the forces 
which ihall be placed^ by its confent, in the city 
where it (hall hold its fittings. 

V. The executive power cannot march, or 
quarter or flation any troops of the line within 
thirty thoufand toifcs of the legiflatiye body, 
except on its requifition, or by its authority. 

Section If. 
Holding of the Sittings^ Form of Deliberating. 

I. THE deliberations of the legiflative body 
(hall be public, and the proceedings of its fit- 

' tings (hall be printed. 

II. The legiflative body may, however, on 
any occaiion, form itfelf into a general committee. 

Fifty members fhall have a right to demand 
this. 

During the continuance of the general com- 
mittee, the affiftants (hall retire, the chair of 
the prefident (hall be vacant, and order (hall be 
maintained by the vice-prefident. 

III. No legiflative a<9: can be debated and de- 
creed, except in the following form : 

' IV. The plan of a decree fhall be read thrice, 
at three intervals, the fliortefl: of which cannot 
be lefs than eight days. 

E 3 V. The 
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V. The difcuffion fhall be open after every 
reading; neverthelefs after the firft or fccpnd 
reading, the Icgiflative body may declare that 
there is reafon for adjournment, or that there is 
no need for deliberation; in this laft cafe, the 
plan of th& decree may be introduced again in 
the &me feflion. 

Every plan of » .decree lOball be printed and 
diftributed beforp the fecond reading of it can 
be commenced, 

VI. After the third reading, the prefident 
ihall be bound to propofe it to deliberation ; and 
the Icgiflative body ihall decide, whether they 
are qualified to pafs a definitive decree, or 
would rather choofe to poflpone their decifion, 
in order to gain more aipple information on 
thiP fvjbjea, 

VH. The Icgiflative body cannot deliberate, 
if the meeting do not confift of at Icaft two 
hundred members : and no decree fhall be made, 
except by the abfplute ipajority of votes. 

VIII • No plan of a law, which, after having 
been fubmittcd to difcuffion, fhall have been rc- 
jedled after the third reading, can agajn be in- 
troduced the fame feffion. 

IX. The preamble of every definitive decrcQ 
fhall announce, firft, the dates of thofe fittings 
g( which the three readings of th? plan pf the 

decree 
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decree were made : fecond^ the decree by which 
it (hall have been appointed after the third 
reading, to decide definitively. 

X. The king fhall refufe his fand^ion to the 
decrees whofe preamble fliall not atteft the 
obfervance of the above forms ; ' if any of thofe 
decrees be fandtioned, the minifter^ (hall neither 
put to it the feal, nor promulgate it, and their 
refponfibility in this refped fhall continue fix 
years. 

XL Excepting from thefe regulations, de-* 
crecs recognifed, and declared urgent by a pre- 
vious deliberation of the legiflative body: but 
^ey may be modified, or revoked, in the courfe 
of the fame feffion. 

The decree by which a matter fhall have been 
declared urgent, fhall announce the reafbns of 
it, and there fhall be mention made of this pre- 
vious decree in the preamble of the definitive 
decree. 

Section IIL 

Of tie Royal SanSfion. 

. I. THE decrees of the legiflative body arc 
prefentcd to the king, who may refufe his 
afTent to them, 

11. In the cafe of a refufal of the royal afTcnt, 
that refufal is ovXy fufpenfive. 

E 4 When 
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When the two following Icgiflatures which 
ihall follow thut in which th« decree was pre- 
fentcd* fliall fucceflively re-prefent the iam« 
dcciTC in the iame terms in which it was origin-^ 
ally conceived, the King A^U he deemed to 
have given his fanftion. 

Ill- The aflent of the king^ is expreffed tq 
«ach decree, by the following jormula^ figned 
by the king: "^he king fonfents, and will caufe it 
tf be executed. 

The fuipeniive refufal is thug exprefled: T^be 
king will examine. 

IV. The king is bound to exprefs his ailbnt^^ 
or refufal, to each decree, within two pionths 
ifter it ihall h^ve been prefented. ^ 

V. No depree to which the king has refoied 
his ailent, c^ be pr^iepted to him by the ia^ne 
)9giflature. 

VI. The decrees fan&ioned by the king, v^ 
thofe which have been prefented to him by three 
fuccefliva legiilatures, alone have the force of a 
law, and bear the name and title of laws. 

VII. There (hall be, however, executed as 
]aw$ without being fubjeded to fandlion, thde 
^s of the legiflative body which relate to it^ 
ponftitution as a deliberating aflembly. 

Its interior police, and that which it may 
^xerpife in the c^^ternal ipace, Y^hich it fhsm 
jjjjyc detenwnc^l 
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The verification of the powers of the members 
prefent; 

The injundions to abfent members ; 

The convocation of the primary affemblies in 
(^ of delay; 

The exercife of conftitutional fuperintend* 
<nce over the adminiibators and municipal 
officers j 

Queftions of eligibility, or the validity of 
ele&ions. 

Exempting likewiie from ianftion, z&s re^ 
lative to the refponiibility of miniilers^ and all 
decrees importing that there is ground of ac- 
cu&tion, 

VIII- The decrees of the Icgiflative body, 
ix)nceming the eftablifhment, prorogation, and 
coUedtioh of public contributions, fhall bear 
the name and title of laws i they fhall be pro- 
mulgated and executed without being fubje<£t 
to ian^tion, except with refpeft to thofe dif- 
portions, which fhould eilabliih other penalties 
than pecuniary fines and conflraints. 

Thefe decrees cannot be pafled but after -the 
pbfervation of the form^ties prefcribed by the 
articles 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, pf Sed. !!• of the 
prefent chapter: and the legiflative body fhal} 
pot infert in th^ip any difpofitions fpreign to 
f Jicif pbj?^, 



t 58 ] 

Section IV: 

Connexion of the Le^ijlative Body with the King. 

I. WHEN the Icgiflative body is definitively 
conflituted^ it fhall fend ^ deputation to in-- 
form the king. The king may every year open 
the fcffion, and propofe the objedts, which, 
during its continuance^ he thinks ought to be 
taken into confideration ; this ibrm^ however^ 
is not to be confidered as neceffary to the 
aftivity of the legiflative body, 

II. When the legiflative body wifhes to ad-, 
journ longer than 'fifteen days, it is bound to 
inform the king, by a deputation, at leaf^ 
eight days previous. 

III. A week, at leaft, before the end of each 
. fcffion, the legiflative body ihall fend ^ deputa- 
tion to the king, to announce to him the day 
on which it propofes to terminate its fittings* 
The king may come, in order to clofe the 
feflion. 

IV. If the king find it of importance to the 
welfere of the State, that the feflion be con-^ 
tinned, or that the adjournment be put ofl-', or 
take place only for a fliorter time, he may fend 
a meflage to this eflfedt, oo which the legiflative 
body is bound to deliberatCt 

V. The 
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V. The king (hall convoke the legiflative body, 
during the interval of its feflion^ at all times 
vrhon die intereft of the State (hall appear to 
him to require it, as well as in thofe cafes 
which the legiflative body ftiall have fbrefeen 
snd determined, previous to their adjournment. 

VI. Whenever the king fhall vifit the pUcc 
of meeting of the legiflative body, he fliall be 
received and conduced back by a deputation ; 
he cannot be accompanied into die inner part 
of the hall -by any except the prince royal and 
the miniilers. 

VII. The prefident can in no cafe form part 
of a deputation, 

VIIJ, The legiflative body fliall ceafe to be a 
deliberating body whil/l the kjng fliall be prefent^ 

IX. The acfts of correfpondence of the king 
with the legiflative body, (bgUl be always 
counterfigned by a minifler. 

X. The minifl:?rs of the king fliall have ad- 

miflion into the national legiflative aflfembly; 

they /hall have a place afligncd them ; they fliall 

be heard always when they demand it on objedls 

relative to their adminiftration, or when they 

fliall be required to give information. They 

0iall alfo be he^rd on objedls foreign to their 

adminiftration, when the nationa} aiJembly flia}l 

gijuit tthep) liberty to fpeak, 

CHAP, 



J 
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C H A P. IV. 

OF THE EXERCISE OF THE EXECUTIVE POWER, 

I. nnHEyar/r^/w executive power rcfidcs'cx- 
A clufively in the hands of the Icing. 
The king is the fupreme head of the general 
adminiftration of the Icingdom : the care of 
watching over the maintenance of public order 
and tranquillity is entrufted to him. 

The king is the fupreme head of the land 
and fea forces. 

To the kirtg is delegated the care of watching 
over the exterior fecurity of the kingdom, and 
of maintaining its rights and poffeffions. 

II. The king names ambafladors, and the 
other agents of political negotiations. 

He beftows the command of armies and 
fleets, and the ranks of Marfhal of France and 
Admiral. 

He names two thirds of the rear-admirals, 
one half of the lieutenant-generals, camp 
marfhals, captains of fhips, and colonels of the 
national gendarmerie. 

He names a third of the colonels and lieqte- 
nant-colonels, and a fixth of the lieutenants of 
fhips— the whole in conformity to the laws 
with rcfpedt to prqijiotigq. 
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He appoints^ in the civil adminifbation of the 
marine, the diredors, the comptrollers, the 
trcafurers of the arfenals, the mafters of the 
works, the under-mafters of dvil buildings, 
half of the m^flers of adminiftration, and of the 
under-mafters of conftrudtion. 

He appoints the commiiTaries of the triba«> 
nals. 

He appoints the chief fuperintendents of the 
adminiftration of indirect contributions, and the 
adminiftration of nation^ domains. 

He fuperintends the coinage of money, and 
appoints the cheers entrufted with this fuper* 
intendence in the general commiftion and the 
mints* 

The effigy of the king is ftnick on aM the 
coinage of the kingdc»n. 

in. The king orders letters patent, brevets, 
and commiffions, to be delivered to all the pub^ 
lie offices that ought to receive them. 

IV. The king orders a Hft of penfions and 
gratifications to be made out, for the purpofe 
of being prefented to the legidative body eadh 
feffion, and decreed, if there is reafon for it. 



Section 
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I 

Section L 
Of the Promulgation of Laws. 

I. THE executive power is charged with or- 
dcring the feal of ftate to be put to kws, and 
caufing them to be promulgated. 

It is equally charged with caufing to be pro- 
mulgated and executed, thofe afts of the legifla- 
tive body which have no need of the fimdtion of 
the king. 

n. TwQ qopies of each law fhall be made, 
both figned by the king, counterfigned by the 
minifter of juftice, and fealed with the feal of 
State. The one fhall be depofited in the ar- 
chives of the feal, and the other fliall be fcnt to 
the archives of the legiflative body. 

III. The promulgation pi laws fhall be thus 
exprefled : 

" N. (the king's name) by the grace of God, 
** and the conftitutional law of the State, King 
** of the French, to all prefent and, to come, 
** greeting. TJie National Aflembly has de- 
•* creed, and we will and ordain as follows : 

(Here a literal copy of the decree fhall be in- 
fcrted, without any variation.) 

" We command and ordain to all adminiftra- 
" tive bodies and courts of juftice, to caufe thefe 

" prefents 
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« prefcnts to be tranfcribed on their regifters, 
<« read and published, and pofled up in their de- 
** partments and refpcdtive places of refort, and 
** executed as a law of the realm ; in witnefs 
** of which we have figned thefe prefents, to 
** which we have caufed the feal of the State to 
" be put/' 

IV. If the king be a minor, laws, proclama* 
tions, and other adts proceeding from the royal 
authority during the regency, fhall be conceived 
in thefe terms : 

" N. (the name of the regent) regent of the 
*' kingdom, in the name of N- (the king's 
** name) by the grace of God and the conflitu- 
** tional law of the State, King of the French, 
" &c." 

V. The executive power is bound to fend the 
laws to the adminiftrative bodies and courts of 
juftice, to be certified that they are Co fent, and 
to anfwer for it to the legiflative body. 

VI. The executive power cannot make any 
law, not even provifional, but merely procla- 
mations, conformable to the laws, to ordain or 
enforce the execution. 



Section 



Section II. 
Of tie Inferior Adminijlration* 

I. THERE IS in each department a fuperiof 
adminiflratipn, and in each diftridt a fubordinate 
adminiflration. 

II. The adminiflrators have no chara<3;er of 
reprcfentation. 

They are agents^ chofen for a time by thd 
people, to cxercife, under the fuperintendancd 
and the authority of the king, the adminiftia- 
tive functions. 

IIL They can neither intermeddle in the 
exercife of the legiflative power, nor fufpend the 
execution of the laws, nor aiTume any authority 
over judicial proceedings, nor over military re- 
gulations or operations. 

IV. The adminiftratofs are cflentially charged 
with the repartition of the dired taxes, and with 
the fuperintendence of the funds arijGng from att 
the contributions and public revenues in their 
territory. 

It belongs to the legiflative power to deter- 
mine the rules and mode of their fiindlions, both 
with refpeft to the objedls above-mentioned, as 
well as with refpe<ft to all the other parts of the 
interior adminiflration. 

Y. The 
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V. The king has the right of annulling fuch. 
a<as of the adminiftrators of department, as are 
contraiy to the law, or the orders he has tranf- 
mitted to them. 

He may, in cafe of obftinate difobedience, ot 
of their endangering, by their afts, the fafety 
or peace of the public, fulpend them from their 
funjaions. 

Vf. The adminiftrators of department have 
alfo the right of annulling the ads of the fub- 
- adminiftrators of diftrid, contrary to the laws 
or to the arrets of adminiftrators of department, 
or to the orders which the latter fhall have given 
or tranfmitted. 

They may likewife, in cafe of an obftinate 
difobedience on the part of the fub-adminiftra- 
tors, or if the latter endanger, by their ads, 
the public fafety or tranquillity, fufpend them 
from their fundiions, with the referve of* in- 
forming the king, who may remove er confirm 
the fulpenfion. 

VII. The king, if the adminiftrators of de- 
partment fliall not ufe the power which is dele- 
gated to them in the article above, may diredHy 
annul the z&s of fub-adminiftrators, and fuf- 
pend them in the fame cafes. 

VIII. Whenever the king fliall pronounce or 
confirm the fufpenfion of adminiftrators, or fub- 

F admi- 
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adminiftrators, he fhall inform the kgiflativc 
body. This body may cither remove or con- 
firm the fafpcnfion, or even difiblve the culpa- 
ble adminiftration ; and if there be ground, re- 
mit afl the adminiftrators, or fome of them, to 
the criminal tribunals, or enforce againft them 
&e decree of accufation. 

Section III. 
Of Eactermd Connexions. 

I. THE king alone can keep up foreign po- 
litical connexions, condudt negodations, make 
preparations of war^ proportioned to thofe of the 
neighbouring ftates ; diftribute the land and fea 
forces, as he fhall judge moft fuitable, and regu- 
late their diredtion in cafe of war. 

II. Every declaration of war fhall be miade in 
thefe terms : By the King of the French, in the 
name of the Nation. 

III. It belongs to the king to refolve and 
fign with all foreign powers, the treaties of peace, 
alliance and commerce, and other conventions, 
which he fhall judge jieceflary for the welferc 
of the State, with a rcfcrve for the ratification of 
the Iqgiflativel^dy. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V* 

OF THE JUDICIAL POWBR. 

!• THHE judicial power can in no cafe be ex- 
'^ crcifed, cither by the legiflative body, of 
the king. 

II. Juftice Ihall be gratuitoufly rendered, by 
judges chofen for a time by the people, inftitut- 
cd by letters patent of the king, who cannot re* 
iiife to g;Fant them. They cannot be depofed, 
but for forfeiture duly judged ; nor fuipended, 
but for an accufation admitted. 

The public accufers fhall be named by the 
people. 

III. The tribunals cannot either interfere in 
the exercife of the legiQative power, or fufpend 
the execution of the laws, or undertake the ad- 
miniftrative fun(3ions, or cite before them the 
adminiftrators, on account of their fundions. 

IV. The citizens cannot be withdrawn from 
the judges whom the law affigns to them by 
any commiflion, or by any other attributions or 
evocations than thofe which are determined by 
the laws. 

V. The right of the citi^ns to terminate de- 
finitively their difputes by the way of arbitration. 

Fa ihall 
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fhall receive no infringement from the a6ls of 
the legiflative power, 

VI. The ordinary courts of juftice cannot re- 
ceive any civil aftion, until it be certified to 
them that the parties have appeared, or that the 
purfuer has cited the opppfite .party to appear 
before mediators^ to endeavour to bring about a 
reconciliation. 

VII. There (hall be one or more judges of 
peace in the canton and in the towns. The 
number of them fliall be determined by the le- 
giflative power. 

VIII. It belongs to the legiflative power to 
regulate the number and extent of jurifdidtion 
of the tribunals, and the number of judges of 
which each tribunal fliall be compofed* 

IX. In criminal matters, no citizen can be 
tried but on an accufation received by a jury, or 
decreed by the legiflative body, in the cafes 
where it belongs to it to purfue the accufation. 

After the admiffion of the accufation, the h€t 
fliall be recognifed and declared by a jury. 

The accufed fliall have a right to refufe, 
as fer as twenty jurors, without afligning rea- 
fbns. 

The jury which declares the fad, cannot be 
fewer than twelve members. 

TKt 
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The application of die kw fliall be made by 
judges. 

The inftrudion of the procefs (hall be public, 
and the afliftance of counfel cannot be refiifcd to 
the accufed. 

No man; acquitted by a lawful jury, can 
be retaken or accuied on account of the fame 
faft. 

X. No man can be feized upon, but in order 
to be conducted before an officer of police : and 
no man can be arreted or detained, but in vir- 
tue of a mandate of the officers of police ; of an 
order for perfbnal af reflation by a tribunal ; of a 
decree of accu&tion of the kgiflative body, in 
the cafes where it belpngs to it to pronounce ; or 
of a ientence of impriibnment or detention for 
the fake of correftion. 

XI, Every man, feized upon and conducted 
before an officer of police, fhall be examined 
immediately, or at latefl in twenty-four hours. 

If it refult from the examination, that there 
be no ground for blame againfl him, he fhall be 
direftly fct at liberty ; or if there be ground to 
fend him to a houfe of arreft, he fhall be con- 
ducted there with the leafl delay poffible, and 
that in any cafe cannot exceed three days. 

F3 XII. No 
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XII. No man arreted, can be detamed if he 
give fufficient bail, in all cafes where the law per- 
mits a man to remain free under bail. 

XIII. No man, in the cafes when detention 
is authorifed by the law, can be conducted or de- 
tained any where, but in thofe places legally, 
and publicly marked out as houfes of arreft^ of 
juftice, or prifbns, 

XIV. No guard nor jailor can receive or de- 
tain any man, but in virtue of a mandate, order 
of arrcft, decree of accufation, or fentence moi- 
tioned in the tenth article above, nor without 
tranfcribing them in his own rcgifter. 

XV. Every guard or jailor is bound, and no 
order can releafc him from the obligation, to 
produce the peribn detained to the civil c^cer 
who fuperintends the police of the houfe of ar- 
reft, as often as it fhall be required of him. 

The production of the perfon detained, can- 
not alfo be refufed to bis relations and firiendft, 
who bring an order from the civil officer, who 
ihall be bound always to grant it, unlefs the 
guard or jailor produce an order from a judge, 
tranfcribed in his regifter, to keep the peribn v^ 
rcfted-fecret* 

XVI^ Eveiy man, whatever be his place or 
occupatbn, except thofc to whom the law con- 
fides the right of arreftation, who ihall give. 



[ 71 ) 

figD, execute, or make to be executed^ an order 
to arreft a citizen ; or whoever, even in the cafes 
of arreftation authorifed by the law, (hall con- 
dud, receive, or retain a citizen, in a place of 
detention not publicly and legally marked out ; 
and every guard or jailor who (hall a£t in op« 
pofition to the diipoiition of the above XIV. 
and XV, articles, ihall be culpable of the crime 
of arbitraiy detention* 

XVII. No man can be taken up, or proiccut- 
ed, on account of the writings which he has 
made to be printed or published, whatever be 
their flibjedt, if he has not defignedly provoked 
difobedience to the law, outrage to the efbiblifh- 
ed powers, and refinance to their adts, or any 
of the adtions declared crimes or offences by the 
kw. 

The cenfure of all the ads of the eftabliihed 
powers is permitted; but voluntary calunmies 
againft the probity of public officers, and againft 
the rectitude of their intentions in the exercife of 
their fundions, may be profecuted by thofewho 
are the fubjed of them. 

Calumnies, or injurious iayings againft any 
kind of perfons, relative to the adions of their 
private life, fhall be punifhed by proiecution. 

XVIIL No man can be judged, either civilly 

or criminally, for ads of writing, printing or 

F 4 publifhing, 
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publifhing, except it has been rccognifed and 
declared by a jury, ift, that there is an ofiencc 
in the writing denounced ; 2d, that the perfon 
profecuted is guilty of it. 

XIX, There fhall be, for the whole kingdom, 
one only tribunal of annulment, eftabliftied near 
the legiflative body, Jts fiinftions fhall be, to 
pronounce 

On demands of annulment of judgments given 
in the laft refort by the tribunals ; 

On demands of being remitted from one tri- 
bunal to another, for lawful caufes of fufpicion } 

On regulations refpeSing judges, and fuits 
againft a whole tribunal. 

XX. In qiieftions of annulment, the tribunal 
of annulment fhall never take cognizance of the 
affair itfelf ; but after having annulled the fen-^ 
tence which fhall have been pronounced in a 
procefs, and in which the forms have been violate, 
cd, or which fhall cbntain an exprefs contradic- 
tion to the law, it fhall remit the original affidr 
to the tribunal which ought to decide on it. 

XXL When, after being twice annulled, a fen- 
tence pronounced by a third tribunal fhall be at- 
tacked on the fame grounds as at firfl, the quef- 
tion fhall no more be judged by the tribunal of 
annulment, without having been fummitted to 
the legiflative body, who fhall pafs a decree dcr, 

clarativQ 



C n 3 

clarative of the kw^ to which the tribunal of an- 
nuhnent (hall be bound to conform. 

XXIL Every year, the tribunal of annulment 
(hall be bound to fend to the bar of the legiflativc 
body, a deputation of eight of its members, to 
prefent a ftate of the decifions pafled ; on the 
margin of each of which fhall be placed a ihort 
account of the afiair, and the text of the law 
which ihall have determined the deciiion. 

XXIII. A high national court, formed of the 
members of the tribunal of annulment, and of 
high jurors, fhall take cognizance of offences 
committed by the miniflers and principal agents 
of the executive power, and of thofe crimes which 
attack the general fafety of the State, after the 
legiflative body fhall have pafled a decree for ac* 
cu&tion. 

It (hall not be affembled but at the procla- 
miation of the legiflative body, and at the diflance 
of thirty thoufand toifes at leaft from the place 
where the legiflative body holds its meetings. 

XXIV. The orders iffued for executing the 
judgments of the tribunals, fhall be conceived in 
thefe terms : 

** N. (the name of the king) by the grace of 
'^ God, and by the.confHtutional law of the State, 
^* King of the French, to all prefent and to come, 
'* greeting. The tribunal of ■ has paffed 

"the 
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" iht fblkmlng judgment :" (Here (haH follow 
a copy of the judgment^ m which ihall be 
mentioned the names of the judges.) 

" We charge and enjoin all officers, upon 
^ the prefent demand, to put the faid judgment 
^ into execution, our commif&ries of iht 
^ tribunals to enforce the fame, and all the 
^ the commanders and officers of the public 
" force to be affifting with their force, when 
<< it (hall be legally required: In witneis of 
^ wfaichw the preient judgment has been figned 
^^ by the prefident of th^ tribunal, and by the 
*• regifber." 

XXV, The fonaions of the king's conunif* 
iaries in the tribunals, fhall be, to require the 
observance of the laws in the judgments to be 
given, and to caufe them to be executed after 
they are paflbd. 

They fhall not be pxxhhc accufers; but thqr 
ffaatt be heard on all accusations, and fhall re* 
quire> during proce^, regularity of forms, and» 
before judgment apf^cation of the law. 

XXVL The king's commi&ries in the tri- 
bunals fhall denounce to the director of the jurjr, 
eidier o^ially, or according to orders given 
tibemby the kng; 

Offonces againfl the individual liberty of 
citissens, agaiaft thefjrec cii?ca]ation of provifions 

and 
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and other objefts of commerce^ and againft die 
collection of contributions^ ; 

Offences by which the execution of orders 
given by the king> in the exerciie of the fiinc-^ 
tions delegated to him, fhall be difturbed or 
impeded; 

Infringements on the kws of nations; op« 
pofition to the execution of judgments; and 
to all executive adts proceedkig from eftabliihe4 
powers. -* 

XXVn. The minifter of juftice fhall denounce 
to the tribunal of appeal, by means of the king's 
commi£kry, and without prej^udice to the rights 
of the parties interefted, the ads m which the 
judges have exceeded the bounds of their power. 

The tribunal fhall annul the& 9&8; and if 
they give ground for forfeiture, the h& fhall be 
lepre&nted to the legiflative body, which fhall 
pafs the decree of accufation if there be ground, 
and refer the parties ii^ormed again to the high 
mtional court. 



TITLE rV. 



OP THE PUBLIC FOltCB. 

I. THE public force is infHtuted to defend 
the State againft external enemies, and to msan^ 
tun JBtemal order ndtbe execution of the laws. 

II. It 
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IL It is compofcd. 

Of the land and fca annies ; 

Of the troops fpecially deftined for home 
fervice ; 

And> fubiidiarily, of the a£Uve citizens^ and 
their children of age to bear arms, regiftered in 
the roll of national guards, 

III. The national guards do not form a mili- 
tary body, or an inftitution in the State ; they 
are the citizens themfelves, called to afliil the 
public force. 

IV. The citizens can never embody them- 
felves, or a£t as national guards, but by virtue of 
a legal requifition or authority. 

V. They are fubje<9: in this quality to an 
organization, to be determined by the law. 

They fliall be diftinguifhcd in the whole 
kingdom^ by only one form 6f difcipline, and 
one imiform. 

Diftindtions of rank and fubordination, fubfift 
only relatively to the fervice, and during its 
continuance. 

VI. Officers are chofen for a time, and can- 
not again be chofen till after a certain interval 
of fervice as fbldiers. 

None fhall command the national guard of 
more than one diflrid. 

VII. All the parts of the public force employ-. 

ed 
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cd for the iafety of the ftate from foreign endmies, 
fhall aft under the command of the king, 

VIIL No body or detachment of troops of 
the line can aft in the internal part of the 
kingdom without a legal order. 

IX. No agent of the public force can enter 
the houfe of a citizen, if it be not on purpoie to 
execute the orders of police and of juftice, or in 
cafes formally provided for by the law. 

X. The requifition of the public force, in the 
internal part of the kingdom, belongs to the 
civil officers, according to the regulations 
provided by the legiflative power. 

XL When any department is throughout in 
a ftate of commotion, the king (hall iffue, under 
the refponfibility of minifterS, the neceflary 
orders for the execution of laws, and the re- 
cftabliftiment of order; but with the referve of 
informing the legiflative bo3y if it be aflembled, 
and of convoking it if it be not fitting. 

XII. The public force is ejfentially obedient i 
no armed body can deliberate. 

XIII. The land and fea armies, and the 
troops deftined to preferve internal fecurity, are 
fubjedted to particular laws, both for the main- 
tenance of difcipline, and for the manner of 
judgments, and the nature of punifhments, on 
occafion of military offences. 

TITLE 
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TITLE V* 

OF PUBLIC CONTRltoUTfONS. 

L PUBLIC contributions ibali be debated 
and fixed every year by the legiilative body, and 
cannot continue in force longer than die laft day 
of the following Keffion^ if they are not exprefsly 
renewed* 

II. The funds neceflary to the difdiarge of 
the national debt, and the payment of the civil 
Uft, can, under noipretext^ be refii&d or fiif- 
pended. 

The falaries of the minifters of the cadioUc 
rdigion^ who are paid, preferved, elected, or 
named in virtue of the decrees of die National 
Conftituent Afiembly^ Sorm a part of the na- 
tional debt. 

The legiilative body cannot, in any cafe^ 
charge the Nation with the payment of the 
debts of any individual. 

III. The accounts at full kngdi of the mi« 
niflerial deparbnent, iigned and certified by the 
minifters or commiffioners, (hall be rendered 
public^ by bdi^ printed at the commencement 
of the feffion of eadi legiflature. . So ihall alio 

I the 
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the ftatc of receipts of the different taxes^ and 
a]l the public revenues. 

The ftate of receipt and expenditure fhall be 
difHngui(hed according to their nature, and fliall 
cxprefs the fums received and diiburfed, year by 
year, in each diftrift. 

The private expences of each department, 
and thoie relative to the tribunals, tiie admioif* 
trative bodies, and other eftabliihments, ilidl 
alio be rendered public. 

IV. The adminiftrators of deportment, and 
fub-adminiftrators, can neither eftabliffa anjr 
puUic contribution, nor make any diibr3>ution 
beyond the time and the ^ums fixed by the le- 
giilative body ; nor deliberate, or permit, with- 
out being authorized by it, any local loan to be 
charged to the citizens of the department 

V. The executive power direds and iiiper* 
intends the collection and paying in of contri- 
butions, and gives all the neceflkry orders to this 

ef&a. 
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TITLE VI. 

OF THE CONNECTION OF THE FRENCH NATION WITH 
OTHER NATIONS. 

The French nation renounces the under- 
taking of any war with a view to make con- 
qucfts, and will never employ its forces againft 
Ae liberty of any people. 

The conftitution no longer admits the Droit 
d*Aubainc. 

Foreigners, whether fettled in France or not, 
inherit the property of their parents, whether 
Foreigners or Frenchmen. 

They can contnwft, acquire, and receive pro- 
perty fituated in France, and difpofe of it as well 
as any French citizen, in every mode authorifed 
by the laws. 

Foreigners in France are fubjed to the fame 
criminal laws and regulations of police as French 
citizens, with a referve for conventions agreed 
on with foreign powers. Their perfons, efFeds, 
induftry, and religion, are equally proteded by 
the law. 



TITLE 
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TITLE VIL 

;0P TUB B»£yi«ION OF CON^TITUTIONTAL DECREES* 

i. THE National Conftituent Aflembly de- 
daresy that the Nation has an imprefcriptibld 
sight to change its conftitution ; neverthe- 
leis, coniideriQg that it is moil fuitable to the 
national intereft to make ufe, only by means ap- 
pcdotodby the conftitution itfelf^ of the right of 
Fcfbrming thofe articles which experience jQiaU 
demonftrate the inconvenience of, decrees, that 
the.a£embly of revi0on {hall proceed in the foU 
lowing manner : 

II. When three following kgiflaturcs (hall 
have declared an uniform wifli for the change 
of any conititutioi^ article^ the revifion de^ 
manded fhall take place. 

III. The enfuing legiflature (that commenc<« 
ing in 1791) cannot propofe the reform of any 
conftttutional article. 

ly. Of the three legiiktures which fliall fuc- 
ceflivel^ propofe any changes, the £rft two fhaU 
not occupy themfelves relative to that objefi^ 
but in the two laft months of their laft feffion, 
and the third at the end of its £ril annual feiiionjt 
or at.the beginning of the ie^ond* 

G Their 
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Their deliberations on that matter (hall be 
fubjeded to the &me forms as the legiflative 
afts ; but the decrees by which they fhall have 
expre{}ed their defires (hall not be fubjeded to 
the (andtion of the king. 

V. The fourth legiflature, augmented by two 
hundred and forty-^ninfe members chofetl in each 
departmehty by doubling the ordinary number 
which it furniflies fbr its population^ fhall con- 
IKtute the affembly of revifion. 

Thefe two hundred and forty-nine members 
fliall be eleftedi after the nomination of rcprc- 
fentatives to the legiflative body fhall have been 
terminated, and there fliall be formed a feparate 
proces-verbal of it. 

The aflembly of revifion fhall not be com- 
pofed of more than one chamber. 

VI. The meifabers of die third legiflature, 
who fhall have demanded a change, cannot be 
eledted in the affembly of revifion. 

VII. The members of the affembly of revi- 
sion, after having pronounced all at once the 
oath, ** to live free or die^' fhall individually 
fwear, to confine themfehes to decide on the objeHs 
which Jhall have been fubmitted to them by the 
unanimous mjh of three preceding legifiatures ; and 

' to maintain, in other reJ^eSts, mth all their 

power, the confiitutkn of the kingdom, decreed by 

2 the 
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the NMionil Conftitueni Ajfembty in the years 
1^89, 1790^ and ijqi ; and to be mall fait bjhl 
to the Nation^ fo the Law, and to the King. 

VIII. The aflembly of revifion (hall be bound 
to occupy itfelf afterwards, and without delays 
in the objeds which fhall have been fubmitted 
to its examination ; and as foon as this tafk is 
finifhed, the two hundred and forty*nine n6w 
members^ named over and above, ihall retire, 
without taking a part in any cafe in the legijla-^ 
tive a&s* 



Tlie French colonies and poiTefilons in Afia, 
Africa, and America, although they make a part 
of the French empire, are not included in the 
^refent conftitution. 



None of the poWers inilituted ty the confti- 
tution have a right to change it in its whole, or 
in its parts, excepting the reforms which may 
be made in it by the mode of revifion, con- 
formably to the regulations of Title VII. above. 

The National Conftitueht AfTembly commits 
the depofit of it to the fidelity of the legiflative 
body, of the king and of the judges, to the vi- 
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gilance of fathers of &milies» to wives and to 
mothers^ to the attachment of young citiisenSt 
to the courage df all Frenchmen. 



*rhc decrees p'afled by the National Affembly, 
whidiare not induded in the aft of confHtution, 
fhill be executed as laws ; and thofe anterior 
laws v^hich it has not altered, fhall alfo be ob- 
"ferved fo long as they fliall not be revoked or 
modified by the legiflative power. 

(Signed) Vernier, Prefidcnt. 
pougeard, couppe, 
Mailey, Chateau- 

RENARD, ChAILLON. 

AuBRY (Bifhop of the De- 
partment of the Meufe) 
Darche, Secretaries, 



Sept. 3, 1791- 

The National AiTembly having heard the 
ConJHtutional ASl above read, after approving of 
it declare, that the Conftitution is finiihed, and 
that it can make no change in it. There fhall 
be named immediately, a deputation of fixty 
I members^ 
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members, to offer, the fame day, the Conititu- 
tional Adt to the King. 

(Signed as before) 



THE deputation being named, prefented the 
conftitution to the king ; who received it very 
graciouily ; and gave for anfwer, that he would 
confider it with that card, which its importance 
demanded. On the 1 3th his Majefty fent a let- 
ter to the National Aflembly, declaring his ac- 
ceptance, and explaining the motives of his 
conduft. The next day his Majefty went in 
ftate to the affembly, figned the conftitution, 
and took the oath of fidelity. On the i8th the 
conftitution was proclaimed at Paris, and fliortly 
after throughout the kingdom, accompanied by 
the univerfal fhouts, and rejoicings, of a great 
and a free people. 
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REMARKS 

ON SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL ARTICLES 



OF THE 



FRENCH CONSTITUTION. 
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CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

Wtphm of the National AJfembly in framing a new 
Conjlitution — Remarks on the Declaration of 
Rights — Natural Equality of Mankind'-^End 
official DiJiinSlionSi and political Affociations 
'^Rigbt of Sovereignty in the People — Dif-^ 
ferent Syfiems confidered—ObjeSHtms to the 
Declaration of Rights anfwered — Importance 
of general Principles. 



T^HE reprefentativesof the people of France, 
■*■ formed into a National Aflembty, ap- 
pear at the commencement of their proceed- 
ings, to have been ftrongly imprefied with 
a fenfe of that duty they owed to their con- 
ftituentsj the moft neceflary and important 
part of which was, the formation of a conftitu- 
tion 5 and fuch a conftitution, as might prevent 
the renewal of thofe accumulated evils, under 
which the people had for ages fuffered. The 
fituation of the French, antecedent to the re- 
volution, was almoft hopelefs. The govern-* 
ment was defpotic. The whole was a mod 
Wretched fyftem of miimanagement. The 

nnmerous 
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numerous tribe of nobility were poflcflcd of cx^ 
traordinary privileges, and exempted from mofl 
of the taxes ; while the lower clafs of people 
were groaning under oppreilion and flaveiy. 
The clergy were riotbg on one hundred and 
fifty millions ftcrling of national property, while 
infidelity and vice were continually on the 
increafe, Such was the miferable ftate of the 
finances, that it was univerfally thought a na- 
tional bankruptcy w^uld have (hortly followed ; 
an event which mufl haye plunged the empire 
into the depth of mifery. But it is unneceflary 
to enlarge on the complicated evils refulting 
from a defpotic government, where kings^ 
minifters of ftate, and the miftrefles of each, h?id 
ppprefled and pillaged the people without con- 
troul; and where, even under the mildeft ad- 
niiniftration, the moft intolerable abufes were 
Wnfcftrained*, The ncccffity of a regenerated 

govern- 

** I have been aflurcd, fays Judge Black ftone, on good authority, that 
during the mild adminiftration of Cardinal Fleury, above FiFTY-FOUR 
THOUSAND Uttres de cachet were ifliicd, upon the (ingle ground of the 
famous bull vnigeniius, (Commentaries, vol. I. page 135). The 
liberty of the prefs was under iuch rcftri£Hons, that all the joumalilh 
were prohibited by an <irrrt of council, dated March 22. 1785, from 
publj (King any letter or difTeriaf ion in regard to legiflation or.jurifpru- 
(Irnce, or any eflUy attempting to interpret the laws of the kiogdom. 
Thole who wifli to fee the abufes of the old fyftcm laid open, have 
only to confult La Police dc Paris devoilUe, 2 vol. 8vo. printeH at 
Paris, and fold by de BofFe in London. Or if the reader has any in- 
ciinstion to fee the dreadful iftc6ls of defpotifm, and of ariftocratic 

pridft 
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government was acknowledged and inculcated 
by all ranks of people. The kings letter for 
convoking the ftates-general, to confider of a 
reform, was conceived in thefe remarkable terms: 
*• We order, and expreflly enjoin you, foon after 
*^ the receipt of this letter, to convene and 

" aflemble in our town of -, in the fpeedieft 

*^ manner you can, the moft proper of the 
•' three clafles of the bailiwick, or fenefchalihip 

" of , that they nxx^confer and communis 

•* cate together on fubjedts of complaints, gric- 
** vances, and remonftrances, and the means 
*^ and advice they may . propofe to the general 
" affembly of the ftates ; and after having done 
^f thus much, they are to choofe and name fuch 
" and fuch perfons, and fo many and no more of 
*^ every clafs, all of them worthy of this diftin- 
" guiflied mark oftrufi^ on account of their fnte-- 
" ^r/(y and \kk& fuferior abilities they are endow- 
'• ed with, They (hall be furniflied with proper 
<* inJirtiBibnSy and fufficient power to propofe, 
f* remorrflrate, advife, and confent to every 
f • thing that may concern the prefent or future 
?* wants of the ftate, the reform of abufes, the 
<* eftablifhment of a^^^^ and permanent order 



pride and cruelty in 'private life, he has only tot pcrufe that af e^ing, 
but true, domeftic hiflory related by Mifs Williamsi in her Letters from 
Paris, izmo. pnnted for Cadcll. 
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•• in cvisry branch of the adminiftration, tbt 
" general profperity of our kingdom^ and tbt 
" nvelfare of all and each ofourfubjeBs'^y 

The national affembly, properly impreiled 
with the importance of the fituation in which 
they were placed, refolved not to trifle with their 
conftituents, by fuggefting trifling or temporary 
reforms, but to frame a new conftitution, and 
to efl:abUfli it on fuch a folid and lailing founda* 
tion, as would cnfure the welfare of the people. 
It was only by this method they could fulfil 
their infl^rudtions. " They were inconteftably 
^ fent to make a conftitution ; this was the de* 
" fire, this was the want of all France -f/^ 
This has, however, been difputed by Mr. Burke^ 
as well as by feveral others. " They have 
(fays this gentleman) ** departed from the in- 
** flruiftions of the people, by whom they were 
«* fent; which inflruftions, as the affembly did 
*' not adt in virtue of any ancient ufage, or fet- 
** tied law, were the fble fburce of their au- 
** thorityj/' Who are to be judges in this cafe, 
Mr. Burke or the French people ? The latter^ 
undoubtedly; and they have fo determined the 
matter, as mufl remove all doubt from every 



• King's Letter, dated Jan. 14th 178^9. 
t Firft Addrcfs of the Affembly. 
X Burk*s Rcflc6Uoiis, p. 244. 

impartial 
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impartial mind. The national aflembly^ lately 
de&cd, confining of an aitire new body of 
men, freely chofen by the people, made it 
their firft bufinefs to pafs a vote of thanks^ 
which vote was unanimous, and exprefled in 
the moll grateful terms to their predeceflbrs, 
for the excellent con/litution they had framed 
for the nation. 

The national afiembly, on whom the import- 
ant work of forming a conftitution devolved, 
commenced their labours in a manner highly 
becoming men, whofe minds were enlightened 
by reafon and j^ilofophy, and who were called 
to ad: as the free reprefentatives of a great em- 
pire. Inftead of attending to old forms and 
cuftoms, or confulting prejudices which had fo 
long blinded the world, but which they perceiv- 
ed the great body of the French people were 
happily getting rid of, they refolved at once to 
proceed, to what ou^t to be the very firft 
confideration in the formation of a conftitution> 
but which the world has long loft fight of; the 
pure, primary, genuine Rights of Man. 
With fuch a defign it would have been in vain 
to have attempted to fupport the old form of 
government : indeed there was no one who could 
fay. With any tolerable precifion, what that 
form was. It had been for centuries miferably 

deranged. 
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deranged, and any endeavour to fujJfibrt it would 
have proved a feeble endeavour to |)rop up an 
old, crazy, ruinous manfion, which daily threat*- 
ened deftruftion to its inhabitants. The aflcni- 
bly more wifely refolded to form the whole 
afreih^ and to make ufe 6f the old materials, 
only to far as they tflight be found fit and pro- 
per, in rearing the new edifice. Such i methodf 
of proceeding, one fliould have thought, would 
have enfurcd the approbation of all wife and good 
mefa i and that even thofe who fiave little pre- 
tendons to either wifdom or goodnefs, would 
have waited uiitil the building hid been com- 
pleted, and nbt have haftily cenfufed'what they 
were by tio means competent judges of, while 
it remained in an unfinifhed ftate. The pro- 
ceedings of the a:flembly were, however, vio- 
lently attacked, not only at home but abroad, 
foon after their commencement, arid for rcafoiis 
which fedoiind to the honour of thit afl^embly, 
though they were intended as a feffroach. Mr. 
Burke judging of the fentiments of others by his 
own (as is fire^ucntly the cafe with men of nar- 
row minds), degrades himfetf, and attempts to 
degrade hi^ countrymen^ by ufirig the following 
meah-fpirited, unmanly language! ^' I am bold 
•* cfnough to confcfs, that infteid of calling away' 
" all our old prejudices, we chcrifh them to a 
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** Very confiderablc degree ; and to take more 
*• fhame to ourfelves, we cherifli them becauje 
•' they are prejudices; and the longer they have 
•* lafted^ and the more generally they have pre- 
*• vailedy the more we cherifli them*." In 
perfedt confiftence with thefe fentiments, if fuch 
crude ideas deferve the name, Mr^ Burke is 
cbntinually reviling the national aflembly, for 
not cherifhing prejudices, and preferving forms 
and cuftoms, which truly, had been the means 
of keeping the people, forfo many ages, in ig- 
norance, iupcrftition and flavery. 

Our immortal Shakefpeare, although he wrote 
in an age lefs enlightened than the prefent, 
taught us much better; what he lays concern- 
ing cuftom, is applicable on the prefent occalion, 

^< Should we do what cuftom wills, 
'< The dud on antique time would lie unfwept, 
<^ And mountainous error be too highly heap'd, 
*« For truth to oVrpecrf.*' 

*• We are to cherifli prejudices becaufe they 
" are prejudices :'* It is difficult to treat fuch 
a ridiculous idea with ferioufnefs. It reminds 
one of a common expreflion in femiliar convcrf- 



• RefleAionsi p^ 129. 

f Shakdpeare'i Corioiaausk 
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^ikm, when an aflcrtion is fupported by^ realbnt 
to which we fimply reply — " That's a woman's 
*^ reafon/' In juftioe to the female fcx, more 
^pedaUy of the prdbnt day, when our ladies 
5X)ffefs imdcnftafladings cultivated and refined, *as 
iflieir manners are polifhed and engaging, the 
above proverbial exprcffion ought to be tranf- 
^red, not to the other fex, to whom I ihould 
rbe forry to have it generally appUed, but to one 
erf them in particular, who no doubt will be 
truly ^feniible of the honour intended lum. I 
therefore humbly propofe, that in future, when 
we find any one obftinate in maintaining an 
opinion^ which cannot be fupported by a reaibn 
meriting fevious notice, we nmy exclaim—- 
" That's Mr. Burke's reafon/' The gentleman 
deferves to have his name thus honoured, as a 
fuitable reward for his glorying in prejudices, 
becaufe they are prejudices. Surely it is hardly 
neceflaryto oblerve, that the conqueft of pre- 
judices, without which there can be no fair ex- 
amination, either in politics, morals, or reli- 
gion, is more or lefs, the duty, of every man. 
In proportion as we become wife and virtuous, 
we throw off thofe prejudices which chain and 
cripple the mind fo unhappy as to be under their 
dominion. The fight is often arduous, but the 
viftoiy is proportionably glorious. This is a 

trath 
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truth which one fliould have thought no perfon 
in the prefent [day would have ventured to dif- 
pute. 

The new legiflators of France were men 
fuited to the importance of that great work 
committed to their charge. Poflefled of en- 
lightened minds and enlarged underftandings^ 
their firft endeavours were to enlighten the 
minds of the nation. They drew up, for this 
purpofe, an excellent theory: if in reducing it 
to praiflice, they have in any inflance yielded to 
what they apprdbended were the yet remaining 
prejudices of the majority, it was with the de- 
lign more efFedhially to fecure the main objed: ; 
and which they have happily accomplifhed. 
They have formed a conftitution on principles, 
which operating in their natural courfe, muft in 
time bring it as near to perfection, as hunian 
nature, in the prefent ftate, can probably admit. 
Let us examine its foundation. 

" The reprefentativesofthe people of France, 
** formed into a National Affembly, confidering 
•* that ignorance, forgetfulnefs or contempt of 
'• the rights of men, are the fole caufes of public 
" grievances, and of the corruption of govern- 
" ment, have refolved to exhibit in a folemn de- 
** claration the natural, unalienable, and impre- 
^' fcriptible rights of man, in order that this de- 
ll ** claration. 
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*^ claration, ever prefcnt to all die members of 
** the SocFAL Body, may inceilantly remind 
** them of their rights and of their duties ; to 
" the end, that the adls of the legiflative power^ 
** and thofe of the executive power, being every 
" moment compai^ed with the end of all political 
" inftitutioris, may acquife the ihofe fefpedt ; in 
" order alio, that the rcmonftrances of the citi- 
" zchs, founded henceforward on iimple and lA- 
" contefkble principles, may ever tend to maili- 
** tain the conftitution, and to prortiote the ge^ 
^^neralgdod: For thefe reafons, the national 
** aflembly recognifes, and declares in the pre- 
" fence, and under the aufpices of tlie Supreme 
" Being, the following rights of rneii aiidof 
*^ citizens *." 

Such is the fblemh exordium, which pre- 
cedes the declaration of rights. We have here 
the novel, the grand, the majeftic fpeftacle of 
a great empire, confifting of a fifth part of Eu- 
rope, aflembled in the perfon of its reprefenta- 
tives, to regenerate itfelf, and to declare the fun- 
damental principles of a new conftitution. Here 
is nothing of fecret cabal and intrigue, nothing 
that legiflators are afraid to own, or afliamed to 
acknowledge. Confcious of the purity of their 

• Conftitution^ p* i6. 

motives. 
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hiotives, and their views, they call the great Go- 
vernor of empires, the Supreme Being, to wit- 
ilefs their proceedings, and with cDnfcious redi- 
tude, claim his favourable regard. A fpedacle 
this without a parallel, and which mufi enfure 
admiration to the end of tiine^ 

The reader being already apprized of my in- 
tention in the introdudory obiervations preced- 
ing the conilitution^ I ihall now proceed to con- 
fider, ais conciiely as pof&ble, thofe articles in 
the declaration of rights which relate ttf — Tthe 
natural equality of mankind — ibe end of facial 
diJlinSiionsy and political ajfociations — And the 
right offovereignty in the p^pU. Thefe articles 
may be coniideced ds containing the foundation 
priqcij^s, on which the fuperftrudtufe of the 
conftitution is ered:edi 

With refpedt to the natural equality of man* 
kind, the aflembly have declaredi 

<< Ail men are born^ and remain, free atid 
^' equal in rights : focial diflindions cannot l)e 
*' founded but in common utility*." 

** All men are bom> and remain, free and 
** equal in rights." Although this is an impor- 
tant truth, yet it has been fo hidden from thtf 
Worldi and when attempted to be brought io 

* Cbnftitution, p. i6; 
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light, fo mifreprefented, that we need not be 
furprifed if we find, that it has been received 
with indifference by fome, and fteadfaitiy oppof- 
ed by others, efpecially by th'ofe wTio have judg- 
ed it neceflai/ for their purpofes,' to keep man- 
kind in ignorance, and in its ufual concomitant, 
llavery. The truth of the article has been fre- 
quently denied on this ground ; thiat we cannot 
point out the country where equal rights arc 
pofleflcd by the inhabitants. This melancholy 
fa£t muft be admitted, biit the confequence to be 
inferred from it is, not that the rights of men arc 
imaginary, but that the various governments on 
the fece of the earth are not properly framed, 
and that they are, more or left, cpprefllve. The 
article, however, does not aflert what the rights 
of men are, under a government of defpotifm, 
or under a government that is a mixture of def- 
potifm and freedom ; but what they are, not only 
in a ftate of nature, but in a government, the 
principles of which are the moft pure, and the 
beft calculated to anfwer the general good.— 
What men, or v^rhat fyftems are, in themfelves, 
or in their origin, and what they are, according 
to vulgar appearance, is often eflentially different. 
For example : If I affert that Chriflianity is the 
purcfl fyftem of religion, known to mankind ; I 
confefs I fhould be fadly perplexed to prove th^ 

truth 
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truth of fuch an aflfirtipu, was I only to refer to 
the fyftcms, the dodrines, or, to the ceremonies, 
of the majority of the eftablilhed churches, call- 
ed Chriftian : but, with the New Teftament in 
my hand, and referring to Chriftianity, as dif- 
played in the fentimcnts and lives of the primi- 
tive Chriftians, I fhould have little difficulty on 
tljc fubje(9:» V^ith relpeft to men in fociety, it 
is the duty of reafon aqd philofophy, to dired; 
their attention towards thofe principles, on which 
Ibciety was originally founded. When I declare, 
" All men are bom, and remain free, and equal 
in rights j" if I appeal for the truth of the de- 
claration, to moft of the governments on the 
£ice of the earth, and examine the aBual fitua- 
tion of mankind, the evidence would be againft 
me; but when I miake the above declaration, 
my meaning is, that this equality is the birth- 
right of all men, and that no one has a right to 
deprive them of it*. If defpots rob them, or if 
men, like profane Efaus^ meanly barter this - 
birth-right for a miferable mefs of pottage ^ feme 



Les hommes peuvent fansdoute,n*^es ni libres ni ^gaux parle fait, 
m^s ils fefint toigours par U droit, £t remarquez, qu*il ne s'a^t ict que 
de la liberty, et de Tcgaliti naturelles et politiques, et point du tout de 
Tegalit^ foctale, laquelle eft fubordoimee au plus grand bien de la foci^t^ 
comniune, c*eft a dire, au plus grand avantage de chacun. 

Obfcrvatioot fur roovrage de Monfjeur Calonne, par M. BoiiTyi 
d* Anglais Depute arAHembl^e Nationale, p. 27. 
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paltry trifling intereft; if they arc ** ignorant or 
forgetful," or if they defpife fucha right, this by 
no means alters its original nature or importance. 
That men are naturally equal, may be proved, 
if we confider the firft principles of fociety, or 
refer to the formation of focial bodies in their 
fimplc and primary ftate. Some writers have 
gone farther, and have endeavoured to trace man 
back to a ftate of nature : but there is no oc- 
cafion to .argue thus abftraftedly on the fubjeft, 
A ftate of nature is, in fad, a ftate of fblitude, 
of which we have only one inftance, and that 
but for a very fhort duration. Man, when be 
came out of the hands of his Creator, was in 
himfelf, in a ftate of perfeftion, and furrounded 
with all the delights of Paradife ; and yet it wzs 
pronounced by that God who had formed him^ 
" It is not good for man to be alone." Man 
originally was, and flill is, formed a focial crea- 
ture ; he is by choice, as well as neceflity, com- 
pelled to feek the help of, and to unite in fociety 
with, his fellow-creatures. We find it our in- 
tereft, .as well as our duty, to endeavour to en- 
, creafe each others happinefs, and to ftriy? 

« In o£5ccs of Ipvc, how ^c may lighten 

•* Each others burden, in our fliare of woeS^' 

* Paradife Loft, Book X. 

Thus 
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. Thus confidering man as formed for Ibciety, 
we may obfervc, that in every fecial ftate, or 
when any focicty is formed, there muft be rtiles 
or regulations for the well being or government 
of that Ibciety ; and the primary queftions are, 
who have the right to determine upon fuch rules 
or regulations^ and what is the grand end to be 
cpnftantly kept in view in framing them. The 
proper anfwer is. All men are borriy and remain^ 
free and equal in rights ; facial diJiin£lions cannot 
be founded but in common utility : confequently 
no one has a right over another when forming a 
ibciety; and whatever laws are made, or dif- 
tindlions conferred, all muft be agreed to by 
copiipon confent, and for mutual benefit. No 
individual has a right to didlate or compel. The 
deciiion of the majority is the only legitimate 
authority. Thcfc obfervations may, perhaps, 
be extended to property ; I mqan fuch property 
only, as no individual coul4 make ovit a previous 
claim to; the property which God originally 
^ve to man ; the earth, wherever he ^hofe to 
i|ihabit it. There was a period when the com- 
mon property of lands, hil^s, forefts, vallics, 
waters, was open to ^11 ; apd on the divifion of 
families, or focieties, this common property 
was the fubjedt of mutual agreement. I hope 
^c reader will excufe me for refcring him, in 
2 H 4 the 
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the illuftration of this fubjcft, to a book vener- 
able for its antiquity, but the ftudy of wMch 
has not been, of late, very fafliionable, cither in 
this country or sin France. It will at once be 
recollcdled, I allude to the Bible. As the credit 
of the book, in confequence of the revolution, 
is reviving, tJbat fhall be my apology for quot- 
ing it. In the days of patriarchal fimplicity, be- 
fore tyranny and luxury had made their ravages 
in what is called polifhed fociety, we have an 
account of the fettlemcnt of two ibcial bodies, 
between which there had been differences that 
were terminated in an amicable manner, by mu- 
tual confent. The relation is delivered in that 
ftyle of beautiful fimplicity peculiar to the fa- 
cred writings. " And there was a ftrife bc- 
" tween the herdmen of Abram's cattle, and 
" the herdmen of Lot's cattle : and Abram feid 
" let there be no ftrife, I pray thee, between 
" me and thee, and between my herdmen and 
^f thy herdmen ; for we are brethren. Is not 

"THE WHOLE LAND BEFORE THEE? Sc- 

** parate thyfelf, I pray thee, from me : if thou 
** wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the 
" right ; or if thou depart to the right hand, 
^^ then I will go to tlie left. And Lot lifted up 
" his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, 
" that it was well watered every where. Then 

" Lot 
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^' Lot chofe him all the plain o( Jordan ; and 
*« Lot journeyed eaft : and they feparated then>- 
** felvcs, the one from the other. Abram 
^< dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot 
*' dwelled in the cities of the plain*." 

The remarks which have been made con* 
ceming fbciety in its moft Ample (late, may be 
extended to political fociety, or political af- 
fociations. And if we enquire why men thus 
aflbciate, the reply is, " The end of political 
^* aifociations is the prefervation of the natural « 
" and imprefcriptible rights of man : thefe rights 
«• arc, liberty, property, fecurity, and refiftancc 
" againft oppreffion-f*." Here the neceffity, and 
the ufefalncfs of government are clearly pointed 
out. The grand end is to fecure thofe natural 
rights, which are the birth-right of every man, 
and of which he cannot be juftly deprived : for 
this purpofe political aiTociations are formed. 
All political power confifts of an aggregate fum 
of the natural rights and liberties of the perfbna 
over whom it is exercifed. In a juft and equi« 
table government, ho more liberty will be taken 
Sx>m the individual, than is neceilary to form an 
aggregate of power, fufficknt to protect the 
whole againft each, and each againft the other;};. 

• Genefis, chap. xiii. Vcrfes 7^x3. 

t Conftitutiony page 16. 

X See Sir Gnoke Boochby't Letter to Burke, p. 38. Seoond edition. 

Similar 
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Similar remarks may be applied to property; In 
a juft and equitable government, no more pro- 
perty will be taken from the individual than 19 
neceflary to fecure him in the enjoyment of the 
reft, and to prevent any inroads which may un- 
juftly be attempted on it. The bcft govern- 
ment, therefore, is that, under what denomi- 
nation foever, in which the fmalleft quantity of 
liberty and property are exchanged, for the 
greateft quantity of protciftien and fecurity. Un- 
der a government formed upon fuch principles, 
*< Liberty confifts in the power of doing every 
'♦ thing, except that which is hurtful to ano- 
•♦ ther ; and the exercife of the natural rights of 
" every man l>as no other bounds, than thofe 
** tliat are neceflary to enfure to the other mem-^ 
** bers of fociety, the enjoyment of the fame 
*' rights ; thofe bounds to be determined by the 
« law only*/' 

I beg leave further to obferve, that the God 
of nature ha$ placed us in. fuch various fltua- 
tions, has formed us vyith fuch a diverfity of ca-, 
pacities and ■ endowments, and has fo amply 
provided for our different neceflities, that in a 
fociety, founded and conduced on proper prin- 
ciples, tlje trpuble and expence of fecuring our 
rights, would occafion fo little inconvcpience, 

• Confiitution, p. i6. 

as 
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08 fcarcely to defcrve notice ; or rather, the ad* 
vantages derived from our being members of 
fuch a fociety, fhould call forth the exercife of 
continual gratitude and thankfulnefs. The mu- 
tual help which we owe to each other, would 
then be properly adjufted, and the (lability and 
Jiappinefs of fociety, be efFedually fecured. 
When a political affociation is thus formed, the 
members of it cannot, with any propriety, be 
iaid to refign, or to lofe their natural rights; 
the proper mode of exercifing and enjoying 
them, are the very ends of their affociating. If 
a man yields a fmall part of his property, he 
trades with it, he exchanges it for a valuable 
confideration with thofe perfqns, from whom 
he may receive a juft equivalent. The hufband- 
man, who has neither leifure, ability, nor in- 
clination for the habitual ftudy of political con- 
cerns, and who wifhes to purfuc, undifturbed, 
his peaceful rural occupation, agrees to pay a 
trifling portion of his land, to the ftatcfman who 
fecures to him the enjoyment of the reft. The 
feme ^remark may be extended to the mechanic, 
the tradefinan, the manufadlurer, and the mer- 
chant. On the other hand the ftatefman or 
ftatcfmen, the king, or minifter, or reprefenta- 
tive ', thofe who are placed in fuperior fituations, 
and pofleflfcd of fuperior endowments, and who 

arc 
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are choftn by fociety a$ its guardians apcl pro- 
tedors ; as they part with their time, and de- 
vote their talents to the welfare of fociety, they 
may.be juftly faid to contribute their ihare to 
the general ftock of public welfere, tp exchange; 
f6me of their natural rights, to trade with tj:^ 
members of that fociety ; and in proportion as 
they give themfelves up to the public fervice,' 
they ought to receive a proper rqcompenfe for 
their labour. Payment, liberal payment, is their 
juft due. Political fociety thus founded on the 
principles of jufticc and equity, b an aflpqiatioD, 
a partnerfhip carried on by its different mem- 
bers for mutual benefit. " If fopi^ty be made 
** for the advantage of man, all the advantages 
** for which it is made, become his right. It 
«* is an inftitution of beneficence ; and law itfelf 
" is only beneficence ading by a rule. Men 
*' have a right to live by that rale ; they have a 
•* right to juftice, as between their fellows, 
" whether their fellows are in politic fun6lion> 
•« or in ordinary occupation. Men have a right 
'' to the fruits of their induftry ; and to the 
** means of making their induftry fruitfiiL What- 
" ever each man can feparately do, v^dthout 
" trefpaffing upon others, he has a right to do 
" for himfelf ; and he has a right to a fair potr 
" tion of all which fociety, with all its combi- 
I ** nations 
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^ nations of ikilland force, can do in his favour. 
•^ In this partncrfhip all men have equal rights/* 

If the reader does not recoUedl from wh^encc 
the above quotation is taken, I am afraid he 
will hardly believe me when I inform him, that 
it is coj>ied verbatim et literatim from Mr. 
Burke*. It is granting almoft all that the 
warmeft friend to the rights of man can wifh. 

A perufalof thefe fen timents confirmed me in 
the propriety of an obfervation which I have 
occafionally made ; namely, that there is fome- 
thing fb excellent, and fb convincing in plain, 
unadorned truth, that thofe perfons who are, in 
general its mod violent enemies, are at times 
compelled to give it a reception. There are 
Jfew men whofe prejudices and pafllons have 
fuch a maflery over them, as entirely to exclude 
the heavenly vifitant. The above language in 
Mr* Burke's wiklemefs of political refledions, 
is like a l^ht fuddenly riiing out of darknefs, 
which, for a moment, cheers the benighted tra- 
veller. *^ The light fhines in darknefs," but alas ! 
** the darknefs comprehends it not." Had the 
right honourable gentleman followed the natural 
inferences from his fentiments above exprefled» 
he would have written a work, oppofite in almoil 
every reijpe^t to that which he bos written ; a 

* Rfifleaioni, p. 87 

work 
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Wbl^k that would have dtiiie ihimGrtal horidur M 
himfelf^ and have rendered his natne the pride 
of his country. 

From what has bdfen obferVed cbncernirtg 
the rights of meh in fociety, there will be the 
lefs occafioh to enlarge, dn The right offd^ereign-^ 
ty in ihe nation. Should we, however, afk who 
have the right {)olitlcally to aflbciate, or to fortn 
a government ? The anfwer is, ** The princi- 
*• pie of fovereignty refides eflentially in the ni- 
" tion. No body of men, no individual, can 
" exercife an authority that does not emanate 
** exprcfsly ftoxA that fource*/' The origin 
of power is here tfaced to its primary fburce : 
all power is declared to be dei'lved from the 
people, Th6y have the only legitimate right 
to determine on the nature of that form of 
government, or cOnftitutipn, which they them- 
felves are to live under. They are the fole judges 
of what Inay be fbi- the general good. That 
conftitution muft be the beft and tnoft pel-- 
feft, in which the fentiixients of th6 general 
body are moft fairly arid fully colleded. Ldw 
can only be juftly entitled to the name, when 
it is thus framed by comiflori confent. This 
h further explained in the iixth Article of the 

• Conftitution, p. 16. 

declara- 
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dcckratiftn of rights. " The law is the ej^^ 
** preflion of the general will: all the titizens 
** have a right to concur perfonally, or by 
«* their reprefentatives, to the formation of the 
" law: it ought to be the fame for all, whether 
** it protedl, or whether it punifh. All citi- 
«* zens being equal in the feye of the law, 
•* are equally admiffible to public honour, places 
•* and offices, according to their capacity, artcj 
** without any other diftindtiori, but that of 
" their virtue, or their talents*/' This drticle 
is fo explicit, and fo fully explains itfelf, as fo 
render any comment unneceflary. 

The principles laid down in the declaration of 
rights, Which wd have been dircufling, arc fo 
plain, fo juft and excellent, that we may chal- 
lenge any one to give us a better account of the 
proper origin, true nature, and ultimate end of 
government. We are now fixed on a folid 
bafis. ji// authority proceeds from thepeople-^^ 
All is executed by tboje whom the people appoint i 
And — All is deftgned for the benefit of the people. 
Here is no room for intrigue; here are no fe- 
parate interefts : corhmon good, gerieral utilify, 
mutual happinefs, are the only ends in view. 

Thefe are the firft principles of the French 
conftitution. They may be compared to a 

• Conftitution, p. i6. 

river. 
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river^ deep» broad andmajeftk; from whence 
flows a variety of ftreams, to refrefh and rejoice 
the hearts of the people^ and whole £da- 
tary effects extend to the moft humble indi- 
vidual. Such principles, properly underftood, 
and univerlaDy praftifed, conftitute the Excels 
lence^ or if I may be allowed the expreffion, 
the DIVINITY of government ; and when the 
happy time (hall arrive, in which the rights of 
of men Ihall be thus luiderftood and pradiifed, 
then will government anfwer its proper end, 
and be productive of the tme welfare of man* 
kind. The felicity of the human lace, the 
golden age of peace and love, vwU not be con- 
fined as they have hitherto been, to ancient 
prophecy, philofophic theory, or poetic fong. 
All that has been predidled, ijnagined, or hoped 
for in fociety, by the wife and the virtuous, in 
different ages of the world, will be accom- 
plifhed and realized. 

When we are fearching after tmth, the 
opinions even of great men ought to be re- 
ceived with caution; but in proportion as we 
are convinced, that fuch men are from their 
abilities, fidelity, and impartiahty, qualified to 
dUcufs the fubjedt under our confideration, we 
are difpofed to hear them with attention, and to 
treat their deciiions with rq^lped. It would be 

eafy 
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cafy to preient a varie^ of authorities^ by which 
it would be perceived that the principles recom- 
mended in the French declaration of rights^ have 
been adopted by our greateft and beft political 
writers. I (hall, however, content myfelf with 
a reference to one of them; and when I have 
mentioned the name of Blackstone, it would 
be prefumption in me to add a fingle word to 
engage the ierious attention of the reader. 

'^ The principal aim of fociety is to protedt 
«« individuals in the enjoyment of thoie abfblutr 
*' rights, which were invefted in them by the 
'* immutable laws of nature ; but which could 
'^ not be preferved in peace, without diat mutual 
^^ affifiance and intercourfe, which is gained by 
^^ the iniUtution of friendly and ibcial com*- 
** munities* Honce it follows, that the firft 
^' and primary end of human laws is to maintain 
^^ and regulate thefe abfoltite rights of indi- 
^ viduals. Such rights as are ibcial and rela- 
'^ tive, refult from, and are poi^erior to die 
«< ibcmation of ihtes and ibdety : £o that 
^* to maintain and r^ukte thefe is clearly 
a fubfequent confideration. And tfaeitfere 
the principal view of human laws is, or 
ou^t alwa3r8 to be, to explain, proted, and 
** enforce fiich rights as aie ahfblute* 

** The abiblute rights of man, confidered as 

*< B fire agent, endowed with difcemment to 

I **knoW 



i 



[ 1L4 I 

" know good from evil, and with power of 
" chooling thofe meafures which .appear to him 
** to be moft defirable, are ufually fummed up 
'* in one general appellation, and denominated 
" the natural liberty of mankind. This natural 
** liberty confifts properly in a power of adting 
*' as one thinks fit, without any reftraint or con-» 
*' troul, unlefs by the law of nature, being a 
*' right inherent in us by birth, and one of the 
** gifts of God to man at his creation, when he 
" endued him with the faculty of free will. But 
<« every man, when he enters into fociety,. gives 
" up a part of his natural liberty, as the price 
'* of fb valuable a purchafe, and in conjideration 
** of receiving the advantages of mutual commerce; 
** obliges himfelf to conform to thofe laws, 
" which the community has thought proper to 
" cftablilh. And this fpecies of legal obedfence 
" and conformity is, infinitely more defirable, 
^* than that wild and favage liberty which is 
*/ lacrificed to obtain it. For no man that con- 

Y fiders. a moment, would wifli to retain, the 
** ahiblute and uncontrouled power of doing 
" whatever he pleafes : the confequence of 

V which is, that every other man would alfo 
** have the fame powers and then there would 
" be no fecurity to individuals in any of the en- 
" JQymcats of life. Political, therefore, or civil 

."liberty. 
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" libetty, which is that of a member of fociety^ 
" is no other than natural liberty, fo far reftrain- 
" ed by human laws, and no fart her ^ as is necef- 
*• fary and expedient for the general advantage 
** of the pubUc. Hence we may colled: that 
** the law, which reftrains a man from doing 
** mifchief to his fellow-citizens, tliough it 
•* diminifhes the natural, increafes the civil 
** liberty of mankind ; but every wanton and 
" caufelefs reftraint of the will of the fubjcdl, 
" whether pradlifed by a monarch, a nobility, 
** or a popular aflembly, is a degree of tyranny. 
" Nay, that even laws themfelves, whether 
" made with or without our confent, if they 
" regulate and reftrain our conduit in matters 
" of mere indifference, without anv good end 
" in view, are laws deftruftive of liberty ; 
** whereas, if any public advantage can arife 
" from obferving fuch precepts, the controul of 
" our private inclinations in one or two parti- 
** cular points, will conduce to preferve our 
" general freedom in others of more importance, 
" by fupportJng that ftate of fociety which alone 
"* can fecure our independence. So that laws, 
" when prudently framed, are by no means fub- 
** verfive, but rather introduilive of liberty; 
** for (as Mr. Locke has well obferved) where 
" there is no law, there is no freedom. But 
I 2 " then 
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*« dien on the other hand, that conftitution or 
<• frame of government, that fyftem of laws, is 
** alone calculated to maintain civil liberty, which 
** leaves the fubjeft entire mafter of his own 
** conduft, except in thofe points wherein the 
'* public good require fome diredlion or re- 
•' ftraint*." 

Such are the rights of men, and fuch is the 
end of government: thefe arc the fentlments^ 
which the enemies of the French revolution have 
ridiculed and reproached. We find the .French 
declaration is not the only *' paltry blurred fhred 
** of paper about the rights of man.^f When 
Mr. Burke publifhes his next edition, he may, 
and if he is confiftent, he will, treat the writ- 
ings of Judge Blackftone, not to mention thofe 
of other men equally refpedlable, in the fkmc 
contemptuous and abufive manner, as he has in 
almoft every part of his work, the famous de- 
claration we have been confidering« 

I now beg leave to demaml with confidence^ 
of thofe peribns who defpife die account which 
has been given of the origin, nature, and end of 
government, that they would prcfent us with 
a better. Let them talk more rationally on the 
fubjed: let them produce a fyflem more cal- 

* Blacklkonii*s Commentariesy vol. I. p. la^— f«.6* 
t Burke'i Refledtionsy p. 128. 

culated 
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culated to promote the welfare of mankind, and 
the admirers of the French revolution will give 
it all poffible attention. At prcfent we can 
only anfwer objections which fcem urged nK)re 
with the defign to perplex than to convince i 
ami, however w^k they may be, they fcrve to 
keep people in ignorance, and to prevent them 
from thinking for themfelves, on a fubje<St of 
confiderable importance. 

We have in foraiqr times heard of the Right 
OF Conquest; and have been gravely told, 
that the fword gives the right to difpofe of the 
liberties, properties, and lives of mankind The 
enemies of freedom in the prefent day, are I 
believe sot fo &v degenerated, as to infult us 
with arguments formerly ufcd to eflablifh fuch 
a right. Should fimilar arguments ever be re- 
vived, it will only be neceflary to reply, that 
they equally ferve to jufHfy the houfebreaker, 
the highwayman, the murderer, and the con- 
queror of nations. The pleas of each, if they 
dare make any, are alike in the fight of God, 
and ought to be fb in the fight of man. That 
emperor or king, whoever he may be, who 
invades or conquers an empire or kingdom, who 
eftabliflies his authority, and who difpofes of 
the people as he pleafes, merely by the power 
ofthe fword, ought at leafl to be equally reward- 

I 3 ed 
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ed with the man who plunders an individual, 
or takes away his life. Or rather, does not 
the greater tyrant merit a feverer punifhment 
than the leffer, in proportion as his guilt is more 
enormous ? Should any one have a difficulty in 
anfwering the queftion, I (hall only refer him 
to a paper in Dr. Hawkefworth's Adventurer, 
where he will find a jufl and ftriking compari- 
fon, between the moft famous conqueror we 
read of (Alexander the Great) and a highway 
robber and murderer*. Rcfleftion for a few 
minutes, will remove all doubt on the fubjed, 
from every honeft mind. 

We have likewife formerly been inftruded in 
the blejfed dodtrine of Jure Divino, or 

^* The right divine of kings, to govern wrong j 

And if in the laft century in England, or 
within thefe four or five years in France, any 
fet of men had ventured to afk their rulers, ** By 
'* what authority doft thou thefe things, or who 
** gave thee this authority ?" the only anfwer, 
if defpots had condefcended to anfwer, would 
have been. Sic volo Jic jubeo\ or TV/ eji notre 
flatfir\i and they would have had plenty of 

• Adventurer, Vol. II. No. 47. 

\ *fel efi noire flaifift was the language always ufed in the Freiich 
king's cdi£U, 

agents, 
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agents, civil and ecclcfiaftical, to have incuU 
cate4 the confcquent duties of pajjhe obedience 
end non-rejijiance^ and to have filenced, in the 
moft cfFedtual manner, all objeftidns* This 
fyftem has been pretty much exploded, though 
an attempt has lately been made by Mr. Burke 
to revive it, or fomething very much like it, 
under the name of JVbiggifm, We are prefented 
in one of his late publications, with the ferttiments 
of a genuine Whig; which are as follow: 
•* The general doiflrine of non-refiftance is un- 
" queftionably a godly and 'wholefome dodfrine ; ' 
^* it is the dodrine of the church of England, 
^* as ftated in her homilies, and has been con- 
** ftantly inculcated by the reverend fathers of 
" the church*." 

Whether what is here called Whiggifin, has 
a right to that appellation, I do not think it 
worth while to examine. If it has, it only con- 
firms a fufpicion which has crofTed my mind, 
that' the names of Whig and Tory, are of little 
confequence, and although they may be ftill 
kept up for party purpofes, they are of trifling 
import to the public. Though we acknow- 
ledge, with grateful remembrance, the impor- 
tant fervices of the Revolution Whigs, yet from 

♦ Appeal from the nc%v to the oI<J Whigs, p. 79 — 80. 
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the condud: of the party on feveral occafion^^ 
fince that periods many perfons think the name 
hardly worth preferving. It was the Whigs 
who formed the plan of funding the public debt ; 
to which plan we partly owe the enormous mafs 
we now labour under. It was the Whigs who 
eftablifhed (landing armies^ ; it was a Whig par- 
liament which pafTed the Septennial a6t» and re- 
jedled the bill for limiting the peerage. The 
moft outrageous writer who ever took up a pen 
againft the extended freedom of mankind, calls 
himielf A WHIG ; and has written a pamphlet 
to prove himfelf one. To do him juftice, he 
appears to have more argument, when making 
out his title^than on many other occafions. With 
perfcdt confiftency, one of the fubjeds of his 
panegyric is that &mous Whig miniiler. Sir 
Robert Walpole ; the author of that renowned 
ftateiman-like maxim, ^to which Whigs and 
Tories have, ever fincc, generally agreed, how<- 
ever they may have diiiered in other rcfpeds) 
^Ejvery man has his price : who, like his pane<^ 
gyrift, was a conftant oppofer of all reformation 
in parliament, and whofe intention was to have 
extended the excife laws, although the people 
had then fpirit enough to prevent its execution ; 
they being fond of an old fafhioned e:q>reffion, 
which their defcendants have almoft ibrgotten. 

Every 
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** Every Englifhman's houie is his caftle.'^ 
Striking fadls thefe, concerning Whigs, and 
Whiggifin, which (hould make us careful of 
being impofed upon by the names of parties, or 
from being led by founds inilead of principks. 
But to return to paffive obedience and non- 
refiftance. I confefs thefe dodtrines are taught 
in the homilies of the church of England; and 
riiat their Reverences^ the Withers of the church, 
her biihops, and her dutiful fons, the clergy, 
have at times been very fond of inculcating them. 
Mr. Locke's apology for their condud being Ac 
hc& I can recoiled, it is my duty to mention 
it. — Tou mufl knowj faid he, in a letter to a 
fiiend, that fort of men are taught rather fio ouzY 
than UN0ERSTAND, and to ufe that learning 
they have to justify, not to examine what 
their fuperiors command*. Some of the clergy 
of the prefent day, dignitaries, as well as others, 
are better informed. As to the dofixines alluded 
to, notwithftanding Mr. Burke*s attempt, or 
that of any other perfon, to explain or revive 
them, I beg leave to fay, they are fo abfurd, 
wicked, and blaiphemous, that it is a melan- 
choly proof of the depravity of human nature, 
that any one (hould ever have invented them. 
Let no man profiine the facred writings, by at- 

• Locke's Works, Vol. IV. p. 450. Ed. 1777- 
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tempting to draw from them fentiments, which 
would tend to invalidate their infpiration, more 
than all the attacks of unbelievers. We read 
nothing of any divine fpecific form of govern- 
ment in the Scriptures : in every different form 
it is Hill, the ordinance of man. We are 
never exhorted to obey any other rulers than 
thofe " who are a terror to evil doers, and a 
.•* praife to them that do well." It is only to a 
lawful government that obedience is due. Then 
indeed we ought to obey, not only " for wrath," 
or fear of puniftiment, but " for confcience 
" iake." The infpired Apoftle, St. Paul, has 
given us moft excellent leffons concerning our 
duty to civil governors ; but his own conduft 
evidently proves they were never intended to in- 
culcate a blind flavifli obedience : he well knew 
how to exert himfelf, when his rights as a Ro- 
man citizen were attacked : a recoUcdlion of his 
conduft will preferve us from thofe poifonous 
inferences which have been fo often drawn from 
his vwitings, to ferve the purpofes of defpotifm. 
It is, however, to be hoped the Chriftian world is 
growing fo wife, that fliould any tyrant attempt 
to enflave any part of it, or to difpofe of the li- 
berties, properties, and lives of mankind, he 
will be treated as he deferves. He can projc 

no 
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no right, divine or human, and is only an 
ufurper. 

With refpedl to the fyftems we have juft con- 
iidered, the Right of conqueji^ and Jure divino^ 
few, it is to be prefumed, will venture to plead 
openly for them ; but there is another fyftem 
that has been recommended by. Mr. Burke, 
which deferves fome notice. Ridiculing the rights 
of man, he continually reminds us, that we owe 
all our rights to " comp^tfts, charters, or agree- 
ments." But this is only trifling with us: 
mankind have rights independent of any com- 
padts, charters, or agreements whatever. When 
our anceftors obtained Magna Charta^ or framed 
the 'Petition of Rights or the Bill of Rights *, they 
afked no favour of their governors ; their lan- 
guage, and their adtions too, were firm and re- 
folved. The great charter, to Mfe the language 
of Blackftone, '* was obtained from king John, 
*^ Sivord in hand^J' The language of the par- 
liamentary declaration, called the petition of 
right, and the manner in which it wzsfollo'wed 
up in the reign of Charles the Firfl:, afford a 
/hiking leflbn to kings and people. It is not 
necefiary to mention particulars. At the Re- 
volution, before William and Mary were fixed 
on the throne, the bill or declaration of rights 

^ Comjnentarksy Vol. I. p. 127. 
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was prefentedy which concludes with thefe 
words : " They (the people) do claim, demand,. 
^ and infift upon, all and fingular the premifes, 
^< as their undoubted rights and liberties/' 
Thefe rights and liberties were afterwards de- 
clared, by aft of parliament, to be " the true 
*' ancient and indubitable rights of the people of 
" this kingdom." In the aft of fettlcment, by 
which the crown was limited to his prefent ma- 
je&y*s illuftrious houie,^uid.fome new proviiions 
were added for better fecuring our laws and 
liberties, the ftatute declares them, to be '^ the 
« birth-right ofthe people of England/* Should 

' the people at any future period judge it ne- 
ceflary to demand the reftoration of thofe rights 
they once enjoyed, fuch as triennial or annual 
parliaments, and a more equal reprefentation, 
not to mention other rights ; fhould they de- 
oiand a ferther fecurity for thofe they at prefent 
poiiefs ; who will dare to prevent them from 
ufing fimilar language to that of their fore- 
fathers ? If corrupt minifters, or what is in* 
finitely worfe, a corrupt Houfe of Commons, 
(hould ever treat the peaceable petitions, ad- 
dreffcs, or remonftrances of the people, for the 
reftoration or fecurity of their rights, with con- 
tempt ^ who will be fo daftardly as to fay, they 

' ought not to recollect that they arc Britons, nor 

to 
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to a£k as the defcendants of Britons ? National 
charters, compa£ts» and agreements, let it ever 
be reniembered> are not matters of favour ; they 
can no more be faid to create rights, than to 
create the parchments they are written upon : 
they were never meant to limit but to extend, 
or more properly to reftore, the rights of man- 
kind. 

Mr. Burke is conftantly accufing the French 
and their admirers, with '' coniliied principles, 
*' and metaphyi^:al fyftems ;" and yet notwith- 
(landing all be has written concerning govera«> 
ment, he-has not given us any principle or iyf^ 
tem, which any one can comprehend, unkfs he 
has an underftaoding as extraordinary as the 
right honourable writer : he is always '' about 
^< it and about it," and will never come to the 
point. What he offers, however, muft be of 
importance, and it ought to be proportionably 
clear, becauie all thofe who diilent from it, are 
*< vnld and wicked, frantic aiid villainous*/' 

*^ The foundation of government, (fays Mr. 
'< B.) is laid not in imaginary rights of men 
'< (which at befl is a confufion of judicial i^th 
'^ dvil principles) but on pditical ^convenience 
'* and in human nature ; either as that nature is 
*^ univer£il, or as it is modified by local habits, 

•Apped, p III. 
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<* and fbclal aptitudes. The foundation of go- 
«* vernment is laid in a provifion for our wants, 
" and in a conformity to our duties ; it is to 
" purvey for the one ; it is to enforce the other. 
•* Thcfe dod:rines do of thcmfelves gravitate 
<* to a middle point, or to fome point near 
** a middle */' If we, on reading this, afk 
who are the founders of government? Who 
are the perfons to provide for our wants ? How 
are wc to conform to our duties ? Who is to 
purvey for the one, or to enforce the other ? — 
What is this middle point, or point near a mid- 
dle to which thefe do<ftrincs gravitate ? We may 
anfwer thefe queftions for ourfelves as well as we 
can, for Mr. B. has not condefcended to anfwer 
one of them. All he tells us is, that in this 
fyftem, " there is no medium, befides the me- 
" dium itfelf ; that the medium is not fuch, be- 
" caufe it is found there ; but it is found thcre> 
•* becaufe it is conformable to truth and naturc.*^' 
If the reader wihes to have this fyftem explain- 
ed, he muft apply to fome one who underftands 
it : it is too fublimc for my poor capacity. 

Again : " Give a certain conftitution of 
** things, which produces a variety of conditions 
'* and circumftanccs in a ftatc, and there is in 

** Appeal, p. 112. 
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" nature and reafon a principle which, for their 
" own benefit, poftpones, not the intereft, but 
** the judgment of thofe who are numero plures^ 
*• to thofe who are ijirtute et honore mtnores *• 
But who are to give this conftitution, or to 
judge of its nature and efFeds ? How are we to 
come at the knowledge, or to be acquainted with 
the qualifications of the virtuous, and honour- 
able minority in fociety, that we may prefer them 
to the numerous majority ? To thefe, and vari- 
ous other queftions which may be afked, we can 
obtain no anfwer. 

Once more : " The pretended rights of thefc 
" theorifts are all extremes, and in proportion as 
** they are metaphyfically true, they are morally 
" and politically falfe. The rights of men are 
** in a fort of- middle^ incapable of definition, 
" but not impoflible to be difcemed. The rights 
" of men in government are their advailtages ; 
•• and thefe are often in i>alances between dif- 
" ferences of good ; in compr«nifes between 
" good and evil, and fometimes between evil 
" and evil. Political reafon is a computing prin- 
•* eiple ; adding, fubftraAing, multiplying and 
" dividing, morally, and not metaphyfically or 
^* mathematically true moral demonftrations-f.*' 

* .Appeal,' p. it9. t Refle^kiow, p. 91. 
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This is Mr. Burke's accoant of the rights of 
men> and of the fbimdatioa of gpveniment.— > 
Here are metaphyfics^ mathematics, morals, 
politics, and the fbuc rules of aritlimetic, jum* 
bled together, and fightii^ the one with the 
other. This is ^^ confufion worfe cocfi)unded; 
** Chaos is come again !" We muft not caH fuch 
a definition of government, metaphyiical, becaufe 
I believe the words metaphyiical, and nonfenfical, 
are not quite fynonimous. One of Mr. Burke's 
opponents has given us a comment on the above 
quotation, and as it is the very heft I can find, 
juftice requires me to prefent it to the reader* — 
'* The meaning of all this learned jargon is, that 
*' government is governed by no principle what* 
** ever ; that it can make evil good, or good evil, 
'< juft as it plcafes ; in fhort, that government is 
*• arbitrary power*/' 

But it iieems the excellence of a conftitutioa 
confifts in this ; that the majority of mankind d0 
not undirjiandits excellence. '' The Britiih con-* 
<^ ftittttion may have Its advantages pointed out 
<« to wiie and refleding minds, but it is of too 
^ hi^ an order of excellence to be adapted to 
^' thoie which are conunon; it takes in too many 
^* views, it makes too many combinations, to be 

• Pai&f't Rigfatt of Mao, Vm I. p. ii}- 
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** fo much as cotaprefaended by ihallow and fu* 
'* petfickl undcrfkndings*." This fccms an 
^fempt to revive in politics, the old popifii 
maxim in religion ; " Ignorance is the mother 
" rfdevotion/' Britons, however arc not yet 
prepared to receive it. We have diought that 
we underftood the true nature, and entered into 
the higheft excellence of our conftitution. We 
have ^dt proud, when we were told fome years 
back, m)t only by great men in our own, but 
to other countries, « The Engiifh is the only 
^* nation in the world, where political, or civil 
*' libefCy is the dired: end of its conftitutbn-f/' 
Knowledge, not ignorance, has attached us to 
it, and .has made us truly fenfible of its peculiar 
caorellcnce; nor are we the lefs, but rather the 
more fenfible of that excellence, whenweftrive 
to promote the grand end in view ; to preferve 
and ejttend our liberties, and above all, to guard 
againft diofe inroads that corrupt influence of 
Various kinds has made upon them^ and which 
threatens their deftruftioii. What Mr. B. means 
•by that order of cxceHence, which is too high 
*>r <:ommon minds, it is difficult to conceive, 
and^nay be prefumptuous to enquire ; although 

•* Burke's Appeal, p. 113. 
t Motudquicu*! Spirit of Laws, BookOCL-^BUckftoae, tcI. I. p. I4S- 
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the times are inquifitivc, we will not at prefent 
attempt to pry too far into the ftatefinaa's ar- 
cana. In return for our humility, wc hope we 
(hall, by degrees, be inftruded, Mr. B. has 
had opportunities of ftudying the fubjed: accu- 
rately, and his judgment and experience enable 
him to comprehend it better than moft men. 
We hope he will not deny us the fevour of in- 
forming us in his next publication, whether 
this may not be an excqllence of too high an 
order to be adapted to common minds : That a 
man who has no claim on the public^ may receme a 
penjion of fifteen hundred a year^ and that under 
a feigned name -, becaufe it is hoped he has too 
much modefty to receive it in his own*. The 
old French government poffefled much of this 
high order of excellence, which the /ivre rouge 
has lately expofed ; but fo little was this ftatc 
excellence adapted to the common views of the 
French, that they refolved not to have a fiftgle 
partick of it in their. new conftitution. It isp 
not to be \<rondered, that penfioners, when they 
behold the fun arifing in the political hemii^ 
phere,. and their gourds withering y fliould) like 

• That Mr. B. receives a pcnfion fomefhing fimilar, has bccrt alLrtcd 
by fcvcral of his opponents; and till it is contradifted, will be believed. 
If it is a faft, it affords fomc apology for the right honourable gentle- 
man's oonftant dread of French principles being introduced in thiscou&tsy^ 

the 
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the peevifh prophet, fret, and fome, and cry out, 
" We do well to be angry V^ 

Mt. Burke is confkntly panegyrifing " An- 
'* cient inftitutions, and the coUedled wifdom 
*« of ages:" Nothing iii the condufl: of ^e 
French appears to hurt him more, than their 
not attending to old forms, and not following 
old cuftoms. To what I have before fuggefted, 
on this p^rt of the fubjedt, I beg leave to ad4 
^t fo far as inf):itutions, or forms> or cuftoms 
are of fervice, we feldom find men willing to 
part with them : we have all of us various pre- 
judicesi in a greater or lefs degree, cleaving to 
us, which *^ grow with our growth, and ftreng- 
" then with our ftrength ;" and fo J^r as they 
happen to be on the fide of what is ufeful, or 
even harmleis, let them remain ; but no farther 
concefiion ought ever to be made. Let us re- 
ipeft ancient inftitutions, and adopt them, if 
they have been produftive of human happinefs; 
hut I am fearfiil, that if we were accurately to 
examine the colle<5led wifdom of ages, fo far as 
it refpedts the formation of political focieties, it 
would be found extremely defe<aive. Hiftory 
is Httle more than a record of the follies and 
vices of mankind. The bulk of the human race 
has hitherto been, and is yet in a ftate of de- 
preflion. Ancient governments feldom regarded 
K 2 the 



the rights of men : and for this, aniongft other 
reafons, they all ended in ruin. ^« Antiquity, 
" with her pretended political philofophy, can- 
*• not boaft of2e phUofopher who quefHoned the 
<* '^wKvzt of fervitade, nor with all her pretend- 
" ed public virtue, one philanthropijiy who de- 
^ plorcd the mifery of Haves*/' Inftead of 
taking a view of different countries, let us con- 
fine ourfclves to our own. From the invaiion 
of Julius Caefer to the Revolution, during icven- 
teen centuries, what does the hiftory of Great- 
Britain prefent? The greater part of that pe- 
riod our anceftors were in a ftate of abjedt fer- 
vitude. How often have they been made fhc 
prey of tyrants ? How often have they been 
led in the field to flaughter, yea, to flaughter 
each other ; to gratify the ambition of defpots^ 
who rewarded the furvivors by pillaging them ! 
At intervals we have fome objefts to relieve us. 
We behold an Alfred raifed up by Providence, 
to fhew to the w^orld what perfeftion human 
nature is capable of: but that great man feems 
to have been exalted to the throne, as a contraft 
to the generality of our Englifh fbvereigns. The 
liberties of the people have been dearly pur- 
chafed, by flow degrees, undaunted courage, 
conftant ftruggle, and much blood. Since the 

• Mackintoih's Vikdici« GALLiciE, p. 269. 
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Uevolutioiift and nnder the mild govenunent of 
the houfe of Hanover, we gratefully acknow;.^ 
ledge that we have enjoyed a degree of felicky, 
unknown to our anceftor&« But the ^eafoo is, 
and let us never forget it ; our civil and religious 
liberties^ which were at the Revolution addi- 
tionally fecured» have produced us. that felicity, 
and have thus diftinguifhed us from furrounding 
nations^ But ihould thofb nations imbibe that 
fpirit, which fb animated our forefathers ; fhould 
tixcy adopt a coniHtution which improves upon 
the excdllencies, and avoids the defedts of our 
own ; they will arife, and eclipfe us» as we 
have formerly arifen, and eclipfed them. The 
French revolution compels us to confider our 
Situation, and forces us to confefs, that notwith* 
fbnding the coUeded wifdom of ages, fo much 
boafted, there is ftill fomething materially want- 
ing for ouF fecurity. )Vhat has been the hap- 
pieft of our fituation ? Have we not, for this 
century paft, been almoft continually engaged 
in bloody and expenfive wars? Have we not an 
Enormous national debt, and a load of taxes, 
which prefs heavy upon the majority of the 
people ? Is there a profpedt of either being, in 
any confiderable degree, leflened ? Have we 
not loft fight of the beft principles of govern- 
ment 5 or rather,^ are they not derided and de- 

K 3 tefted 
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teftcd by many of our public men, both in and 
out of power ? Have not the corruptions of 
government gradually increafed, till they are at 
laft become fo flagrant, that the moft fober and 
ferious part of the nation are firmly of opinion, 
a reformation, or a revolution, muft fhortly 
take place ? We want fomething more than the 
coUedted wifdom of ages to relieve us. Let us 
attend to thofe firft principles, which God has 
implanted within us, and endeavour tb recover 
thofe rights which he originally gave us : let us 
return to thofe foundation truths expreflcd in the 
French declaration ; •* The end of all govern- 
** ment is the prefervation of the natural and 
" imprefcriptible rights of man— The principle 
" of fovereignty refides in the nation— The law 
«* is the expreflion of the general will /' and let 
us not be afi-aid to add, *• The fociety in which 
** the guarantee of rights is not aflurcd, nor 
^* the reparation of powers determined, has no 
«♦ [proper] conftitution*.'* 

But we are told, that the rights of man, in- 
troduced in fociety, tend ** to unfettle, to dif- 
** turb, to overturn government ; that the in- 
" trodudlion is imprafticable." On the con- 
trary, I beg leave to obferve, that it is owing 
to thofe rights not having been underflood,' 

• ConftitutxoD, p. 1 6— 19, 
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-and praftifcd, that governments have been firft 
aniettled> and in the end overturned. ,Mr. 
Burke's remarks, " In every aftion of impor- 
** tance, a duty is included ; our rights imply 
'* our duties >'* are perfeftly juft, and ought 
never to be forgotten. The defign of the 
French declaration was, and is, to remind " All 
^ the members of the focial body of their 
** rights, and of their duties*/' But let it be 
recolled:ed, that as they are necefiarily and in- 
feparably connefted; as the one cannot be un- 
derftood or pradifed without the other; the 
moment we pay a blind flavifh obedience to any 
man, or fet of men, that moment we lofe fight 
both of our rights, and of our duties. When 
government is founded upon the principles of 
juftlce and equity ; when *' The law is the cx- 
^* preffion of the general will ;'* obedience to 
that law is the duty of every one ; and the per- 
fon who difobeys, is culpable in the fight both 
of God and pian-j-. Obedience will be the 
more rationally, cheerfully, and conftantly 
paid, when it is enforced by common confcnt, 
than when it is commanded at the will and 
pleafure of dcfpotifm. As to the *^ Imprafti- 
'^ cability'^ of reforming gov/ernments oi> the 
principles recommended ; I beg leave, feripufly, 

♦ Conllitution^ ?• «5« t Conftitution, p. r?. 
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to afk, why is it impradlicabte ? If Ac theosy 
is juft and right, it ought to be redmeed tat 
practice ; and thofe who oppofe anf endeavours 
for that purpofc, ought to be counted the cnc* 
mics of mankind* The mifchidF is, moft of 
the governments- in the- world are Iktk better 
manfyftems of delpotifm, (hocking ufttrpationa 
on every thing that ought to be dear to men : 
and defpots in general will not give up any 
part of their power, as long as they can pof- 
iibly retain it*. But we hope that the exam- 
ple of Britain, in the laft century, and of France 
In the prefent, will fhew them the abiblute 
neceffity of prudently making fuch conceffions. 



* '' If you ibo\M Tee a fldck of pigeons in a field of corn ; and if (in- 
V ftead of each picking where, or what it liked» taking juft as much as it 
*' wanted, and no more) you Ihould fee ninety and nine of them gather- 
** ing all they got into a heap; reftrving nothing for tbemfelvei, hut 
** the chaff and refufe ; keeping this heap for one, and that the wedceft 
** perhaps and worft pigeon of the flock ; fitting round and locJung oa all 
** the winter, ivhilft this one was dovouring, throwing about, and waft- 
'* ing it ; and, if a pigeon, more hardy or hungry than the reft, touched 
*' a grain of the hoard, all the others inftantly flying upon it, and tearing 
** it to pieces, you would fee nothing more than is praftifed tvery day 
*' among men. Among men you fee the ninety and nine toiling ami 
" fcraping together a heap of fupcrfluities for one ; getting nothing for 
•* themfclvcs all the while, but a little of the coarfeft of the proviflbn, 
•* which their own labour produces ; and this one too, oftentimes the 
" feeblcft and worft of the whole fet, a child, a woman, a madman, or 
« a fool ; looking quietly on, while they fee the fruits of ail their Udbour 
** fpent or fpoiled ; and if one of them take or touch a particle of it, the 
^ others join againft him, and hang him for the theft." 

Pal«y'$ Principles of Moral and Political Philofofrfiy, 
Vol. I. p. 105, ic6. 

as 
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116 their iubjeds may require. If, on the con-^ 
trary> diey fhouM be obftinate, all the evil 
qoni]equenGe$ will lie at their door. All the 
confufionsy all the diffareires, all the bloodshed 
which may unhappily attend future revolutions 
(if they are condudsd on the fame principles 
as thofe cf England and France) deipots will 
have to anfwer for, and not their fubjeds* 
** Be wife now, therefore, O ye kings !" Leam 
from hence to refpeft your fubjeds; be ad- 
monifhed, that the ftrength refides in the go« 
verned; that this flxength wants only to be 
felt and rouied, to lay proflrate the mod an- 
cient and confirmed dominion; that general 
opinions ought always to be treated with de-^ 
ference, and' managed with delicacy and cir- 
cumfpedion*. From what has recently been 
tranfaded in France, you may leam that your 
welfare, your duty, your intereft, are intimate- 
ly connected with thofe of your fubjefts ; and 
that a ready compliance with their jufl requi- 
£tions, is your only way to enfure a willing, a 
cheerful obedience from them, and a legiti- 
mate, a durable authority for yourfelves. 

But ^' the rights of men are ideal ; the theory 
*^ may be good, but it is too refined^ too perfed 

• Ttkft Principles of Monl and Politkal PhiloTtfpby, Vol. II. p. 125. 

"for 
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*' for human nature*/' This is the knguage of 
many who cannot othcrwife objcdt to the French 
declaration. If thefe perfons are fincere, and if 
they really mean what they fay, I am furc they 
rauft wifh to find themfelves miftaken ; furely 
they will be happy, if the corruptions of man- 
kind yield at laft, to the principles of purity, and 
the world (hould thereby be renovated. Let us 
not defpair: America, France, Poland, have 
made, within the compafs of a very few years, 
rapid advances towards perfedtion. The langu- 
age of the national aflembly of France on this 
fubjedl is like their proceedings, gr^t and ani- 
mating : it deferves the fixed attention of every 
fiiture national aflembly, that may be engaged 
in the regeneration of mankind, in any part of 
the globe. ^* We arc accufed of having afpired 
^* at a chimerical perfection ; ftrange reproach ! 
^* which ill difguifes the fecret wifh for the per- 
^^ petuity of abufes. The national aflembly 
♦* has not fufFered its progrefs to be impeded by 
f* pufillanimous or fervilely intcreft^d motives: it 

« McTi in all ages have been too apt to treat as ideal vc vifionaryi 
any theory riiptr*w>r to what they have bcco ufed tg. The Rgman 
^iil>orian, Tacitus, treated the notion of a mixed govemmcnv, formed 
out of the three '])ccics, like the Britilh, as a vifionary whim, and oiyw 
that if ejfc6^cd, could never be lafting, or fccure. Ctmffas naihna 5s* 
wbes popuUd out primores^ out Jinguli regunt : deUSa ex his & con- 
ni^ii/i reipn^yicir forma IcatdariJcKilm quam rvmirCy vtl^ Ji cvcnift 
k.'ud diuiwha 'Jf p'-ii^fi. Ann, lib, 4. • • .* * " 

^^ ^* has 
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f^ has had the courage, or rather the good fcnfc, 
^* to believe that ufefiil ideas, and truths moft 
^* neceflary to the happinefs of 'mankind, were 
^* not exclufively deftined to adorn the pages of 
^* books ; and that the Supreme Being, when 
^* he gave to man perfeSlibilityj an endow- 
M ment peculiar to his nature, did not intend to 
f * bar his application of it to the regulation of 
^* (bciety, in which his firft wants, his moft 
f* univerfal interefts are comprehended*." 

Knowledge is the parent of virtue ; and the 
beft way in which we can ever hope to be of 
fcrvice in the reformation of mankind, is by en-r 
lightening them. The purer the principles wc 
inftil into their minds, the better. The per- 
fcdtion of a fyftem is its higheft recommendation; 
and if we take care to have it well comprehend- 
ed, the iboner we reduce it to pradtice, the 
happier will it be for fbciety. No one wiflies 
that the rights of men may be daimed, without 
being firft underftood j arid it will probably be 
a confiderable period before they will be uni- 
yerfaDy underftood and demanded. In the mean 
time it is the duty of every true friend to virtue, 
to his country, and to the' world, to endeavour 
to reform fcciety, by introducing fimilar maxims 

'* Second Addrei$ of thf Air^tAbly, Feb. ii^ 1x90. 
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in politics, to thoic he would wiih to goveni 
himfelf by, in morals, and in religion. Let us 
follow the beft guides. Our fineft moral writ-r- 
crs, when they would teach men virtue, in* 
culcate upon them the pureft principles, which 
they frequently illuftrate by well drawn ex- 
amples. This was the method, by which per- 
fedt wifdom and goodnefs united in the peribn of 
our Saviour, condefcended to refbore a loil world; 
to teach us our duQr, and to conduct us in the 
way of happinefs : his dodlrines and his precepts 
were perfed:: he propofed our heavenly father 
as a model for us to copy after. " Be ye perfed^ 
** even as your Father which is in heaven is 
** perfedt." His precepts were exemplified, 
and enforced by his own example. " He left 
<^ us an example, that we might follow his fteps/' 
** Let us go on unto perfedlion," was the langu- 
age of his followers : their refolution ihould be 
ours in every fituation ef life, whether private 
or public; This will wb do, if Cod 

PERMIT. 

I hope I (hall be excufed by my readers, the 
younger part of them in particular, if in con* 
eluding this chapter, I endeavour to imprefs upon 
them, the neceffity of their having fome general 
principles, fixed in their minds» which may ferve 
as a touch-ftone, to try their fentiments and 

conduct. 
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conduft, on every important occafion. The 
admonition comes from one who has feen fomc- 
thing of life, in different forms, and in various 
countries; and who is, from his own experi- 
ence, deeply convinced of its importance. " Ig- 
" norance, forgetfulnefe, or contempt," offuch 
principles, are the caufes of moft of our errors 
and miferies. In morals, endeavour to form 
and preferve in your minds, a few plain maxims, 
fuch as reafbn and conicience, in the calm and 
filent hour of folitude, mufi approve. You will 
thus t)e preferved from many of the follies qf 
the age. In Religion, ftrive to cultivate 
principles of purity. Thefe will preferve you, 
on the one hand from being infefted with that 
intolerance, bigotry, and fuperftition, which 
have hitherto more or lefs difgraced every 
eftabliflied church in Chriflendom; and on the 
other, from being tofled about with thofe vari- 
ous winds of dodtrine (if they deferve even 
fuch a name) which are blowing from different 
quarters of fcepticifm and infidelity. Do not 
adopt your principles merely from the preju- 
dices, or as they might fometimes be ftyled, the 
opinions of education*. Do not fuffer yourfelf 

• By education we are oft mifled, 
So we believe, becaufe we (b were bred \ 
The prieft coadnuesy what the nurfc began^ 
And thus the child, impofei on the man. Phydsk. 

t# 
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to be miflcd, by long eftablifhed fyftems, which^ 
men having been paid, in many inftances ex- 
travagantly, for maintaining, have often fup- 
ported without examining whether they are 
true or feUe. If you look only at fuch fyftems, 
you will be in danger of getting rid of all religi- 
ous fentiments whatever, and like too many o( 
your countrymen, when they fet their foot on a 
foreign fhore, you will not only be inattentive 
to the precepts, but to the forms of religion, if 
you do not foon deride the name. Adopt a few 
plain principles from that depofit of truth, the 
Bible; fuch as proclaim the divinity of the book 
which contains them. Try your fentiments 
and conduft continually by them, and you can-- 
not materially err. You will on the contrary, 
affuredly follow the path of duty, and of happi- 
nefs. fn Public Life, conftantly endeavour 
to cultivate, purity of principle. Engrave upon 
your hearts^ the admirable fentiments of an 
elegant and excellent modern writer; *• Tiie 
** fame neceffity for the fubftitution of general 
" maxims exifts in politics, as in morals : thofe 
** precife and inflexible principles, which yield 
** neither to the fcdudions of paffion, nor the 
*' fuggeftions of intereft, ought to be the guide 
" of public as well as private morals. Adting 
*« according to the natural rights of men, is 

" only 



*' only another exprcffion for afting according 
** to thofe general maxims of fecial morals, 
** which profcribe what is right and fit in 
'* human intercourfe*/' Such fentiments as 
thcfe, will prcferve you from corruption in pub- 
lic life ; and while they are impreffed on your 
mind, you will never dare to vindicate adlions 
in a minifter of ftate> unlefs upon the fame 
principles as you may vindicate aftions in a pri- 
vate individual. As men, and as citizens, ftudy 
your own rights, and the rights of your fellow- 
men and fellow- citizens. Let the good of your 
neighbour, and of your country, be conftantly 
kept in view. Should any denomination of men 
do you the honour, to claim your affiftance for 
the fupport of any plans for the reformation of 
fociety, or for the recovery of the loft rights of 
mankind; inftead of allowing yourfelf to reft in a 
fupine, which in fuch a cafe is a criminal, indif- 
ference, endeavour to fupport fuch plans by every 
means in your power. Ading from the principles 
of virtue, religion and patriotifm, you may meet 
with oppofition ; you may be defpifed and re- 
proached, by the vicious, and by the lukewarm; 
you may be ftriving againft a powerful ftream 
of corruption ; but you will fecure to yourfelf 

* Mackimodi, p. 217. 
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what w31 infinitely overbalance all tbe difficul- 
ties and difcouragements you may meet with : 
You will infallibly fecure, the pleafures of a 
good confcience, the applaoie of virtuous toen, 
and in the end, the declared approbation and the 
eternal reward of the Great Governor op 

THE universe !' 
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CHAPTER THE SECOND* 

Account of the reprefentatrve Part of the French 
Conjiitution — Legijlative Body — EleSioralAf^ 

femblies — ASlive Citizens — General Remarks 
— Excellencies of the French Plan ofReprefen^ 
tation pointed out, and contrajled with the De* 

feSis of the Britijh—Ahfolute neceffity of a 
Tarliamentary Rejorm in Great Britain urged 
and enforced from various Conjiderations^^^ 
Principles of the French Monarchy jimilar to 
thofe of the Britijh. 



HAVING confidcred the origin, nature, 
and dcfign of government, as expreiTed 
in the French declaration ; having endeavoured 
to prove, that the end of all political affociations 
is the prefervation of the natural and imprefcrip- 
tible rights of man : I fhall now proceed to 
the confideration of that mode which the Na- 
tional AlTembly have adopted as the mof): eligi* 
ble, by which the people may be the moft 
efFedually fecured in the exercife, and in the 
enjoyment of thofe rights. On this fubjedt the 
language of the conflitution is as follows : 

L " The 
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** The nation, from which alone flow all the 
powers, cannot exercife them, but by de- 
" legation. The French conftitution is repre-- 
*^ fentativei the reprefentatives arc the legifla- 
" tive body, arid the king. The legiflative 
** power is delegated to a national aflembly, 
** compofed of temporary reprefentatives, freely 
*' chofen by the people, to be exercifed by 
** this aflembly, with the fandtion of the king, 
** in manner afterwards determined. The 
government is monarchical; the executive 
** power is delegated to the king, to be ex- 
** ercifed under his authority, by minifters 
** and other refponfible agents, in manner after- 
** wards determined*." 

It is not my intention to detain the reader by 
entering into any difcuflSon of the queftion, 
whether the French legiflators would have 
formed a more perfeft conflitution, had they 
permitted ariftocracy to have compofed a pdrt 
of it. Whatever may be my fentiments on the 
fubjeft, all I wifh is, to imprefs upon the minds 
of my countrymen fuch principles, as from 
their excellence and importance, deferve the 
moft ferious confideration, and which may 
cafily be adopted in the Britifh conftitution, 

* Coailitutlony p a 6. 

4 without 
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Without deftroying any of its component parts ; 
fomc of which principles I will venture to af- 
fert, muft fpeedily be adopted, unlefs we mean 
to reft contented with the form of a free con- 
ftitution» without the fubftance ; with the body 
without the foul; or in other words, with the 
fembknce of political liberty without its reality. 
The nature of the French reprefentafion, as it 
refpedls the legiflative body-— the manner in 
which the reprefentatives are chofen — the term 
for which they are eleifted, and the means made 
ufc of to preferve the legiflature pure and un- 
corrupt— the peculiar excellencies of the French 
reprefentation, contrafted with the peculiar 
defcfts of the Britifli: — Thefe are.the fubjefts 
I ihall now proceed to difcufs, and which will, 
I truft, lead to fome very important concluiions. 
The kingdom of France, by the new divi- 
fion, is compofed of eighty-three departments ; 
the numbicr of reprefentatives is £cven hundred 
and forty-five, who are chofen according to 
the three proportions of territory, of popula- 
tion, and of direA contribution : of the {even 
hundred and forty-five reprefentatives, two 
hundred and forty-feven are chofen for the ter- 
ritory, or three for each department, except 
that of Paris, which nominates but one. Two 
hundred and forty-nine reprefentatives ard 
L 2 chofen 
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chofen for the population: the mafs of the 
people is divided into two hundred and forty- 
nine parts, and each department nominates as 
many of the deputies as it contains parts of the 
population. The remaining number of two 
hundred and forty-nine reprefentatives, are 
chofen according to the direcft contribution, or 
amount of taxes paid by the nation. The fum 
total of this contribution is likewife divided into 
two hundred and forty-nine parts; and each 
department nominates as many of the deputies 
as it pays parts of the contribution*. The 
qualifications of the reprefentatives, whether 
relative to property, talents, or virtues, arc 
left folely to be determined by the eleftors. 
The national affembly, by their legiflativc de- 
crees, have however taken care, that no re- 
prefentative fliall be in a flate of indigence. 
They have adled upon that juft principle which 
our anceftors adled upon, of paying the repre- 
fentative properly for his fervicesf- ; and have 
not left him to pay himfelf, by felling his ho- 
nour, his confcience, and his conftituents, to a 
minifler, or to a party. Each deputy is allow- 

• Conftitution, p. 27, 28. 

f. In the reign of Edward the Third, four (hillings a day were al- 
lowed for a knight ©f the (hire, and two (hillings for a citizen or burgcfs: 
tUi« was equivalent to a fum of ten times the value in the prefont day. 

ed 
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cd eighteen livres or fifteen {hillings a day. 
This fum was thought fufficient to place him 
in a ftate of refpedability ; and it certainly is fo, 
efpecially if we confider that the ncceffaries, 
conveniencies, and luxuries of life, are clieaper 
in France than in England i and that it is im- 
probable any perfon ihould be chofen a deputy 
who has not fome property of his own. By 
this meansj the eleftors are not limited in their 
choice to thofe perfons who have a large 
pecuniary qualification, or debarred from 
eledling thofe who by their fituation and cir- 
cumftances in life, are in a ftate of mediocrity, 
but whofe talents and virtues may frequently 
point them out as the beft qualified to ferve 
their country*. 

The eledtors (or eledloral aflemblies) who 
choofe the deputies to the national affembly, 
form a confiderable body of people in each de- 
partment, chofen by the a<5live citizens. Their 
office is of great confequence, as they are en- 
trufted, not only with the choice of rcprefenta- 
tives, but of a variety of other perfons who are 



• The qualification in Great Britain, for county members is fix 
hundred, and for others, three hundred a year. It U well known 
that this is frequently nominal ; and that many perfons fwear to their 
qualifications, who in reality, arc not worth a IhillinEj. An attempt 
was made in the Houfc of Commons, a few years lince, to rt-i^ulat^ 
this matter, but the difilrcnt parties thought it bcft to let it reft as 
it does at prefcnt. 

L 3 to 
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to fill fame of the moft important offices, civfl 
and ecclefiafticaL As no (alary is allowed to 
the eledors, and as the truft repofcd in them 
is of fuch confidcrable magnitude, it was judged 
neceflary that they ftiould be feleded from that 
clafs of citizens, who are fo qualified with rcfpcd 
to property, as to raife them above thofe tempt-^ 
ations to which the laborious and the indigent arc 
too often fubjed:*. This qualification, from its 
finalloefs, feems intended to prevent fuch perfons 
only, from becoming electors, who may not pof- 
fefs the vifible and fettled means of procuring a 
decent livelihood-f'. The electors, or eledtoral 
affemblies, are chofen by the adtive citizens. The 
right of choice extends to every citizen who pays 
in direft taxes to government, the value of three 
days labour, or two fhillings and fixpence^^r^n^ 
num. The adtive citizens meet, and form them- 
felves into primary affemblies, in the towns, or 
cantons where they refide, and name the eleftors, 
according to the rules laid down in the conftitu- 
tion:|:. The mode of ehftion in the primary 
and in the eleftoral affemblies is by ballot: an 
oath in the moft folemn manner is adminiftercd, 

♦ Mr. Bamave, when the qualification of ele^ors were debated 
in the national aflcmbly, obfencd, that in England the elc£ionwer« 
purchafcd at all prices, from a place or a pcnfion, to a pot of beer. 

f Ccnftitution, p. 30, 31* * 

i Ibid. p« 29, 30. 
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by which every eleftor and adtivc citizen^ fwears 
that he has received neither gift, reward, or 
promiie of reward, for his fufFrage, and that he 
will vote for the perfonrwho in his judgment 
and confcience, he thinks moft worthy of his 
choice. The civic oath, by which every citi- 
zen fwears to be faithful to the nation, the 
law, and the king, and to maintain the confti- 
tution to the utmoft of his power, is taken by 
the deputies, the dehors and the adlive citizens*. 

The term for which the legiflative body and 
the eledloral aflemblies are chofcn is two years, 
at the expiration of which, the truft of each, 
delegated by the citizens, returns to them again ^ 
they then form themfelves as before, into pri- 
mary affemblies, and proceed to a new eledion. 

A ihort account of the manner of choofing 
deputies for the city of Paris, will be fufficicnt 
to afford a tolerable idea of the nature of the 
French eleftions. 

The number of adUve citizens is upwards of 
feventy thoufand. Thefe are fummoned by 
the proper officers, and by public advertife- 
ments, to meet in the different fedions (forty 
eight in number) into wWch the city is divided. 
The citizens, when alTembled, proceed to no- 

• Conftjuition, p. 24. 

L 4 mmate 
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minatc the clciftors, according to the pro- 
portionate number to be chofcn for each fedion. 
When the election is finilhed, the proper 
officers fummon the ele<9:ors, who form them- 
felves into one body, and proceed to nominate 
the deputies to the legiflative affcmbly. The 
number of eledtors is upwards of nine hundred ; 
and that of the deputies twenty-four. 

Such are the out-Hnes of the French repre- 
sentation ; it is needlefs to enter into farther 
particulars; thefe being fufficient for our pur- 
pofe, of comparing the reprefentation of France 
with that of Great Britain, and of enabling us 
to draw the neceflary conclufions*. 

Previous, however, to my entering on the 
comparifon, I fhall take the liberty of hazarding 
a few general obfervations, the propriety of 
which, I fliall cheerfully fubmit to the judg- 
ment, and candour, of the reader. 

With refpeft to the French mode of repre- 
fentation, the national aflembly appear to me 
to have kept in view the grand principles they 
had laid down in the declaration of rights, and 



• The reader may purfuc the fubjcft, by turning to the Confti- 
tution, p. 14 — 24, and by referring to Mr. Chriltie's Letters, vol. 
I. Letter 4. He will find in the lattt-r work the numerous and 
palpable miftakts of Mr. Burke pointed out. Whether thefe miftakcs 
proceeded from ignorance, or (bmcthing wurfe, tlie public can be at 
ng IqCs to determine. 

to 
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to have afted upon them as far, for the prefent, 
as was poffible. Whether the plan they have 
adopted may not be improved, time will difco- 
ver. An able defender of their general pro- 
ceedings, difapproves " Of the elements of ter- 
*' ritory and contribution, which enter into the 
** proportion of reprefentatives, deputed by the 
** various portions of the kingdom." The rea- 
fon he gives for his difapprobation, is, " Land 
** or money cannot be reprefented; men only can 
" be reprefented ; and population alone ought 
** to regulate the number of reprefentatives 
" which any diftrift delegates*." Should this 
ingenious writer re-confider the fubjedl, he may 
perhaps find, that* as fociety is at prefent con- 
ftituted ; territory and property, in a plan for 
equal reprefentation ought to be confidered. 
Although land or money cannot be reprefented, 
yet the owners of it certainly may. Let it be 
recoUedted, that the plan of the French does 
not afford more power to one individual than 
to another ; the rich, like the poor man, hav- 
ing only a fingle vote ; at the fame time where 
one part of the community are poffefled as a 
body or diftridt, of larger property than another, 
that part has a larger fhare in the reprefentation. 

* Mackiotoih, p. 128, 
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That thofc parts of the community which pof* 
fcfs the greater property, and which pay the 
greater fhare of taxes to government, (hould 
bear a proportionate fhare in the reprefcntation, 
appears to be founded on the pureft principles 
of juftice and equity : " The national affem- 
" bly, by endeavouring to combine together 
«* the three bafes of reprefcntation, extent of 
** territory, amount of population, and fum of 
'^ property, have given a proof of the originality 
^ and correftnefs of their ideas of political ceco- 
" noi|^; and if their plan fucceed, as there is 
" every rcafon to hope, they will have carried 
'* reprefcntation farther than any people have 
^^ done before, and have advanced it as near 
•• perfedtion, [perhaps,] as the condition of man 
« will permit*/* 

The qualification for an adive citizen has 
been mof^ feverely condemned, not only by 
Mr. Burke, but by his able opponent, in other 
refpefts, Mr. Mackintofb, who thus expreflcs 
himfelf : ** I cordially agree with Mr. B. in 
" refODbating the impotent and prepoflerous 
** qualification, by which the aflcmbly have dif- 
•* franchifed every citizen, who does not pay a 
" dire£t contribution^ equivalent to the price 

• Ckiiftk, vol. L p. 196. 
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** of three <lays labour. Nothing can be more 
•* evident than its inefficacy for any purpofe but 
*« the dilplay of inconfiftency, and the violation 
** of jufticc*/' Thcfe cenfurcs are followed by 
fome fo fevere on the national aflembly, that I 
cannot but hope when the author refledLS on the 
conduft of that illuftrious body, he will rctra<ft 
them, as too harfh, not to fay as abfolutely un- 
juft. 

And here I cannot but obfervc, that it is un- 
candid to charge the national affembly with dif- 
franchifing the citizens. They have not diA 
franchifed a fingle one. On the contrary, they 
have reftored millions to the exercife of thofe 
£:anchiies of which the people had been de- 
prived for ages, or rather which there is no in- 
ftance of their enjoying in fo exteniive a man- 
ner. In the ccnfideration of fo important a fub- 
jeft, it is a queftion which it is not eafy to folvc, 
whether it was, all circumftances confidered, 
moft wife or juft in the national affembly to de- 
clare the right of voting univerial, to every citi- 
zen, or to make the trifling contribution which 
they have, the neceffary qualification. I coii- 
fefs, that rendering any pecuniary qualification 
abfolutely neceffary, is feemingly contradiftoiy 

* Mackintolby p« »a(» 
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to the declaration of rights ; but the warmeft 
friend of that declaration muft confefs, that the 
utmoft care is requifite, in reftoring to mankind 
rights which for a confiderable length of time, 
they have not enjoyed, and which require to be 
underftood in proportion as they are brought 
into exercife. All men have an equal right to 
the light of the fun ; but what (hould we fay to 
the oculift, who would expofe the eyes of a per- 
fon newly reftored to fight, to the meridian 
fpendour of that luminary ? All men are born 
and remain free and equal in rights ; and every 
good man muft ardently pray that the happy 
time may fpeedily arrive, when flavery (hall be 
pompletely annihilated ; but the attempt to cf- 
fcSt this ai oHce, would be the moftefFedhial way 
of defeating the noble and benevolent end pro- 
pofed. Let the legiflators of tHe world en- 
lighten mankind by every method in their 
power ; when ignorance is removed, flavery can- 
not long remain. In proportion as men under- 
Aand, they will claim their rights. Should the 
paflive citizens of France, at any future period, 
demand the exercife of thofe rights poflefled by 
their fellow-citizens, I truft their demand will 
not long, be refifted. It is not improbable, that 
the extenfion of the right of eleftion may, in the 
courfe of a few years, be the fubjeft of confide- 
. . ration 
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ration for a conftituent affembly. As the peo- 
ple, however, are well fatisfied with their pfe- 
fent mode of reprefentation, as it promifes to be 
produd:ive of almoft the greateft good ; as all 
parties agree that little pra£lical evil can poffibly 
refult from the right of voting not being uni- 
verfally extended* i as the French reprefenta- 
tion, even in its firft formation, is the moft per- 
feft the world has yet feen ; and as the path i^ 
kid down by which it may be advanced ftill nearer 
to perfeftion ; I think whoever properly fakes 
all thefe circumilances into confideration, fb far 
from laviihing his cenfures on the national af- 
iembly for not going far enough, will acknow- 
ledge (cfpecially in the prefent day, when politi- 
cal virtue is fo fcarce, and patriotifin feems but 
a name in moft countries) he can never fuffici- 
cntly applaud that affembly for going fo far as 
they have. As Britons, refleding on the pre- 
fent ftate of our own reprefentation, we fhoul^ 
be very cautious how we haftily cenfure that ^ 
our Gallic friends ; and when fuch a man s 
Mr. Burke, who feems to glory in his oppofiton 
to parliamentary reform in his own coujbry, 
prefumes to revile the French, for not maling 
a perfeft plan of their own, it is o^ly necflary 

• Macklntoih, p. is 9. 
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for a Frenchman, juft by way of reply, to whiAt* 
per in his ear ; " Thou hypocrite, firft caft out 
^' the beam out Of thine own eye, and then thou 
<« (halt fee clearly to caft out the mote out of 
^' thy brother's eye*." 

With regard to the appointment of ele&oral 
aflemblies, or intermediate bodies, between die 
adhive citizens and the deputies, it feems gene-- 
rally allowed, that this is an excellent method, 
efpeciaDy on the firft reftoration of a people to 
the riglits of election, for coUedting the wifdom 
and virtue of a nation* Similar plans have been 
formerly pointed out by theorifts (Mn Hume 
in particular) as the moft pcrfedt they could de- 
vife. The objedtions which have been ftarted 
by fome few perfons, who feem to hate pure re- 
prefentation in any mode whatever, I do not 
think it worth while to notice. I have other 
points, and thofe of greater confequence, to 
which I now folicit the attention of my country- 

uen. 
From the general remarks I have made <m 

thy French reprefentation, I proceed to point 

* beg leave> on thii fubje^^* to refer the reader to Mr. Chriilie's Re- 
»»kbi his Letters, vol. I. p. 5. They arc the more dcferving attte- 
tioD, s few pcHbns who have written on the French revohnkm, have 
1^ ^yh optvorcumties for inf<»rmation as that gentlcmanr or are fo \rtU 
qualifi( to form a judgment in a matter concerning which there has been 
much f.d, with great plaofibiiity on botb fidcs^ by men whofe views ap- 
pear to c c^Mdly diiimercfted* 

out 
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out fome of its peculiar excellencies, fuch as I 
hope will appear in the lame light to the reader 
as to the writer. 

The first excellence in the above plan, 
is, EQUALITY. The number of clediors and 
of deputies to the legiflature, are chofen ac- 
cording to the moft exadt ratio. Every citizen 
is diredlly reprefented, who pays in taxes to 
government the very trifling fum of two {hil- 
lings and fixpence per annum. Inequality can 
never, in fuch a plan, have footing. Time 
and chance, and that variety of circumftances 
which have made fuch havock in other plans, 
cannot afFedl this. That inequality, and thofe 
irregularities of which furely every man in 
Great-Britain muft be more or lefs fenfible, 
are completely guarded againft. To make us 
feel as we ought on this occalion, let us a little 
refleift on what is called, Britifh reprefcntation. 
Our Houfe of Commons contains five hundred 
and fifty-eight members, of whom two hun- 
dred are eledled by feven thou&nd conftituents; 
io that a majority of thefe feven thoufand may, 
under certain circumftanccs,, decide a queftion 
againft as many millions*. The largeft county 

* The above ftatement it within compofs; fome writers have aifertei 
that a majority of the Uoufc of Commons is chofen by lefs than feven * 
thoufaAii cle^brs. 

in 
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in England, Yorkfliire, which contains near a 
million of fouls, fends only two members, 
while the fmalleft county, Rutland, which con- 
tains fcarce the hundredth part of the inhabi- 
tants of Yorkfliire, lends the fame number. 
The boroughs of Gatton, and Old Sarum, not 
to mention others, which have only three or 
four voters, fend two members each; while 
the city of Weftminfter, which contains four- 
teen or fifteen thoufand voters, has only the 
fame number of members, two, to reprefent 
iu Manchefter, one of our moft flourifliing 
towns, containing fixty thoufand perfons, is 
not allowed the choice of a fingle member. 
Numerous inftances of fimilar inequality might 
be mentioned, but thefe are fufficient. The 
fadt is, that about one half of the Houfe of 
Commons obtain their feats by popular ele<9:ion 
(in what manner we fhall prefently confider) 
and the other half by purchafe, or by the no- 
mination of fingle proprietors of eftates, who 
purchafe thofe eftates, for the fake of the feats 
in parliament annexed to them. The confe- 
quence of thefe inequalities is, that while a 
few interefted peffons fend a large number of 
reprefentatives to parliament, a vaft majority of 
the people have " No reprefentative at all, nor 
'* more power or concern in the election of 

«« thofe 



*• thbfc who are to make the laws, Uan if they 
'* V)€re tbefubjeSis of the Grand Sigmor*r The 
inequality in the number of our reprefentatives, 
is not the only one deferving attention. The 
inequality refpcfting the pecuniary qualification 
of our voters, is no lefs remarkable. In fome 
places, fcarce any qualification is requifite. In 
others, it is fo enormous, as to confine the 
right of eledion to a very finall number, Lj 
ibme towns, every pot boiler, is admitted to 
vote ; in others, the moft wealthy of the inha- 
bitants are excluded. We have cities (fuch as 
fiath) containing twenty or thirty thouiand in* 
liabitants, where the members are eleded by a 
corporation of twenty or thirty perfons; the 
corporators chooie each other^ and the inhabi-p 
tants are obliged to remain idle ipe<3:ators. The 
county of Cornwall is full of corporate towns, 
in which a few perfons engrofs to themfelves 
the right of eledlion. A freehold eftate of forty 
(hillings a year, is the qualification neceflary for 
a county voter ; and whatever property a per- 

• The above is the language of a dignitary of the church of England, 
to whofe account of our reprefentation I have chicHy confined myfcif. I 
have preferred fuch evidence, as every one will allow rauft he impartial, 
coming from an enemy to a parliamentary reform. See Archdeacon 
Palcy's Philofophy, Vol.11, p. 117— 1 8. 

To point out the inequalities of the Britifli reprefentation, and to op- 
poic the reformation of them, i« curious. Eccentricities of a fimilar na- 
ture in the above writer, we Ihall have occafion to notice in a future 
chapter* 

M fon 
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fon may poflefs, if dcftitutc of this particukf 
fpccies, his right of voting is with-held. In the 
city of London, the great body of thfe freemen 
arc entirely cut off, and the right of eledtion is 
confined to thofe who are members of com* 
panies or corporations ; in which the privilege 
can not be purchafed under twenty or thirty 
pounds^ and in few inftances even for that 
fumr 

Such is oar feprefefttdtion, smd fuch are its 
inequalities. Inequalities, which have fo to- 
tally altered its original nature and defign^ that 
the Houfe of Commons, as at prefent cohfti^ 
tuted, is little more than an engine of corrupt 
tion in the hands of the crown^ or the minifters 
of tlie crown, to accomplifh meafures which 
are often dircdlly oppofite to the interefts of the 
people, and calculated to promote the purpofes 
of ambition or defpotifm. " They order this 
" matter better in France." The National 
Aflembly have fortified the conftitution againfl 
thofe ravageSy which have in the courfe of 
time been made, in the reprefentation of their 
neighbours. The French reprefentation is found- 
ed, and mufl remain firm on the bafis of equa- 
lity. 

Another excellence in the plan we are 
confidering is, the manner in which the 

ELEC- 
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ELECTIONS ARE CONDUCTED, OF mOTC flfldly 

{peaking, the mode in which the active 

CITIZENS AND THE ELECTORS GIVE THEIR 

SUFFRAGES. The wrholc is performed by bal- 
lot. By this mode every one is left to his own 
choice ; and is free on the one hand, from that 
fear of difobliging which proves a fnare, and on 
the other, from that hope of rev/ard which 
tempts from duty. Eledion by ballot ftrikes at 
the root of corruption ; bribery naturally ceafes, 
becaufe the means will not anfwer the end. I 
believe no candidate offers a bribe to a voter, 
without previoufly having fb mean an opinion 
of him, that he would not even offer the bribe, 
unlefe he could watch the man, and fee whether 
he voted as dired:ed, or not. But when there 
are two or more candidates, and the fufFrages of 
the dehors are given by ballot ; fhould either, 
or all the candidates be fo weak as to pay a vo- 
ter, he may take his reward, and yet give his 
vote for either party, juft as he pleafes, without 
a jJbflibility of detedion. If the fellow (hould 
be fufpeded, it can be of no uie to queflion 
him. In fuch a cafe, whether he tells truth, 
or lies, can only be known to himfclf 5 let him 
but keep his own couniel, and he may laugh stt 
the folly of the candidates he has outwitted. 
Eleftion by ballot, is one of the bed method; 

M 2 the 
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the National Aflembly could have deyifed to 
prcferve the purity of election : k prcferves Ac 
candidate pure, by making it his intereft to be 
fo, and by that means prevents him from pur- 
fuing the wretched traffic fo common at our 
eled:ion8, and which ruins the purity of the 
cledors, as well as that of the ele^cd.^ 

A THIRD EXCELLENCE in the Ffcnch rc- 
prefentation is, the term for which the 

ELECTORAL AND THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEM- 
BLIES ARE CHOSEN, Two ycars, and two 
years only : At the concluiion of which period^ 
all the powers delegated^ thofe aflemblieSy re- 
vert to the citizens. This is a moft excellent 
method to enfure good behaviour from public 
fervants. Every reprefentative muft have a pow- 
erful motive to be careful of the intereft of the 
people, when he knows, for certain, that he 
muft fhortly furrender his truft, and that his 
feat ip any future leg^flature, depends upon his 
condud in the paft. Another blow is here 
ftruck at the root of corruption. Not only 
feptennial bargains, but all bargains, arc guard- 
ed againft ; for it can very feldom, if ever hap- 
pen, that it fhould be worth while for any man 
to purchafe a truft which he muft fo foon re- 
fign. It was that bare-faced innovation of 
the prefent century, the septennial act, 
2 that 
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that totally altered the nature of the firiti^ con« 
ititutioni opened wide the flood-gates of cor« 
ruption; and which has proved one of the 
principal caufes of that torrent of profligacy, 
which, at a general eledtion, fo overwhelms the 
people. 

. The term being abfolutely fixed ; and it not 
being in the power of the minifters of the 
crown to diflblve the legiflative aflembly, are 
circumilances well deferving notice. Where 
the reprefentative body is eledtcd for feven 
.years, I confefs it may be neceflary to have the 
power of appealing to the people, delegated to 
the crown ; but that neceflity ceafes, where 
the term of duration is only for two years. The 
French can never be taken by furprifc, or hur- 
ried on to an eledion, without having proper 
time to conflder the charaders and qualifications 
of thofe perfons, who are to be entruiled with 
their deareft concerns. In Great Britain, ^e 
miniilers of the crown have found out a new 
method (there not being fufHcient methods be- 
fore) to delude us. It was ufual to let the 
Houfe of Commons die, what is called, a na- 
tural death ; but this has been found to be at- 
tended with fome inconveniences to modern 
ftatefmcn. The people, or rather that fmall 
part of the people, who exercife the right of 
M 3 cledlion. 
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cledion> knowing the common period when 
their reprefentatives muft refign their truft, 
might in feme inftances, be induced to enquire, 
how they had been ferved for the paft, and 
who were the proper perfons to eled for the 
^ture. By thefe means, they might be led to 
to think, examine, and judge, with fome de- 
gree of ferioufn«fs. I firmly believe that there 
is nothing more dreaded by a corrupt politician 
than that the people (hould ever think for them- 
felves. AH the prudent ftatefoien of the popifh 
hierarchy, have been particularly careftil to pre- 
vent it. Mr. Burke, as we have already feen, 
thinks it the higheft excellence of a conftitu- 
tion, that it cannot be comprehended by com- 
mon people. ' 

That the people therefore, may not reflofl:, 
at a time when reflections may lead to confe- 
quences not the mofl: agreeable to ftatefinen, the 
method now is, fuddenly to diffolve the parlia- 
ment, and to hurry as feft as poflible, the new 
eledtions. The minifter may previoufly, and 
at his leifure, unknown to any but his right 
trujiy and well beloved cotijins and friends ^ watch 
circumftances, balance advantages or difadvan- 
tages, form his plan, fix on the proper feafon 
for a difiTolution, and adt accordingly. We had 
a ftriking example of this wifdom in the cortduft 

of 
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of our miniiler, previous to the laft general 
<de<3ion, when he diflblved the prliament fix 
months before its natural time^. That parlia- 
ment had indeed proved fo very obedient and 
obsequious, that it is hardly to be doubted, but 
Mr. Pitt would have (hewn his regard and af-- 
ft£tion for it to the lafl moment, had it been 
prudent. But the times were critical. The 
Spanish quarrel had brokp out; the vote of 
credit had pafTed; warlike preparations were 
going forward; 'fbme of our merchants and 
traders were already in pofleflion of prpfitablc 
contra^, and many more were w^ating on tip-^ 
toe expef^tion, for thofe good things^ which 
wars and rumours of wars, oit^n produce. All 
was life and activity in the dock-yards, and in 
the towns and counties on th? fea coaft. Multi^ 
tudes of officers in the army and in the navy, 
were looking up for preferment, and employ- 
ment+. It was doubtlefs recoUedted, that 
negociafions ju-e very uncertain in their prggrefs. 



' ^ I know BOt whether the minifter's condudreTpe^iing th^r (jilTolutioii 
of parliament, does not aS^rd a key to one of the myfterious locks of Mr. 
Burke's government. <* Political reafon is a computing principle» addin^t 
<< fcbftra^tng, multiplying, dividing, balancing between differences of 
■< g«od, in compromifes between good and evil, and fomctimes between 
** evil and evil." 

f All tbefe advanugcs were not thought quite fufficiefit. Six new 
peers were created immediately preceding the diiTolution. 

' M 4 and 
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and in their conclufion: That minkters art 
fometimes as weak and irrefehitei as thtiy are at 
other times bold and determined : That there 
have been inflances of negociations begun by 
blufter and menace, and concluded by flatteiy 
and crouching. At the moment therefore wheiti 
minifterial influence, in the popular hemifphere, 
was at its zenith, that was the fuitable time 
for diilblving the parliament; and the minifler 
of the crown was too great a man, and too good 
a ftatefinan, to let it flip. Parliament was diflblv- 
ed. The event has juftiiied the experiment. 
The difpofition of the new Houfe of Cwnmons^ 
from the Ipecimfen afforded in its firft ieflioiH 
is exadly fuch as the minifler could wifh. It 
repofed in him confidence, that implicit con- 
fidence, to which his agents declared he was 
entitled. When fome information was requeft**- 
ed concerning the Spanifh negociationi when 
previous to voting four millions of money to 
defray the exp?nce of the armament, it waa 
afked, whether there had been a neceffity for 
fuch an expence, or whether the negociation 
might not have been carried on in a lefs expen- 
five manner, " His majefly's miniflcrs had no 
" information to give the houfe." The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in his behaviour and 

Ian- 
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luiguages was not unlike Mr. Gay's '^ Ant 
** in office :' 

«* With wonted arrogance ami pride 

*' The Ant in office thus replied : 

** Confider Sirs were Secrets told, 

^^ How could the beft fchem'd prqjefis hold } 

<^ Should we State Mysteries difcl^e^ 

<* 'Twould lay us open to our foes. 

*' My duty and my well known zeal, 

*^ Bid me our prefent fchepnes conceal : 

*' But on my honour all th* expence 

*« Though raft, was for the fwanns defence.*' 

The Houfe of Commons was fo well iktisfied 
as to wave all further enquiry. 

** They pafs'd th* account as fair and juft, 
*^ And voted him Implicit Trust !* 



♦ Gay's Fables Vol. 11. Fable 4. 

It may appear fingular, but it is n h&f that defpodc 
Snents fometimes afford that information, which is denied under what 
are called free governments. In one of the memorialf pubUibcd bf tfar 
court of Spain, it is averted that the Spanifli minifter, Count Florida 
Blanca, made a propofal to negotiate with the Britifli minifier wkhour 
fliaking warlike preparations on cither fide, but that it was rejc^led* 
Whether this is a fair (bte of the cafe Mr. Pitt would not oondefcend 
to inform us. One thing is very plain ; that the objc6^ which was the 
capie of the quarrel is now fettling, as fome people think it might have 
tpen originally fettled, by commifRoners in a counting houfe. As the 
Britiih miniftcr refiifed all kind of information, he mu& not be furprife4 
if fufpicion continues to afk, might not, at lead, a part of the four rail* 
lions have been faved, or was it not wanted for the putpofes of dec* 
tknccring ? 

Whether 
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Whether the negociation with Rttflia wiU be 
applauded in the fame manner, remains to be 
decided in the prefent feffions*. Such were 
the advantages of a fudden difTolution of parlia^ 
ment to minifters ; but the difadvantages to the 
people at large were proportionable. The 
friends of freedom, and of refomiation, could 
not be heard amidft the clamour of parties* 
They had not time to coUcdl, or to rally their 
diin and fcattered forces. There were plans 
circulated through a part of the country, in 
which it was recommended to the ekdors, to 
fix their choice upon fuch men only, as were 
friends to a parliamentary reform, and Who 
would engage tp promote thgt meafure; but the 
ele^ons were nfvty over, before the pl^ns could 
be well circulated, or properly confidered. The 
immediate buftle of a general ele&ion, allowed 
no time to think of the beft means of promotin ? 
the public welfare. 

In France, all thefe inconveniences are avoid- 
ed: neither feptennial traffic, or fudden dif- 



* When I was at Paris, the Ruffian and the Britifli memorials were 
puUiflied in the French gazettes. All that could be concluded ftx>m them 
was, that the Emprefs had made peace, on the fame terms which Ihc had 
pffercd a twe jvempmh back. A confiderable fum of money, has beeh 
expended on our part, and fifty or fixty thoufand ipen have been flaugh- 
tercd on the parts of Ruffia and Turkey, to obtain what ."—Nothing, 
Such are Mr. Pitt's politicks ! 

folutiont 
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ibiution, can ever be pradtiied. The deputies 
know the precife time for which they arc font. 
The citizens know when that time expires^ and 
may prepare for a new choice with the care ' 
that is requifite for fuch an important occafion. 

The last excellence which I fhall no- 
tice in the French rcprefentation is, the means 

MADE USE OF TO PRESERVE THE LEGISLA^ 
TIVE BODY PURE, AND FREE FROM CORRUP- 
TION. I (hall only mention the principal, tvhich 
is, the exclufion of thofe perfons who arc in pof- 
feflion of places and employments under the 
crown; who receive penfions, and who are 
fuppofed to poffefs fuch influence, — -or to be 
under the power of influence, fo that the 
virtue of the legiflature may be endangered. 
** Minifters, and other agents of the executive 
** power, removable at pleafure 5 commiflloners 
** of the national treafury ; colledtors and recei- 
•* vers of diredl contributions ; iuperintendants 
** of the coUedlion, or management of indireft 
** contributions and national domains, and thofe 
•* who under any denomination whatever, arc 
^* attached to the employs of the military or 
•* civil houfehold of the king" — are not fufFered, 
while holding fuch employments, to be mem- 
bers of the legiflature*. " The members of 

* ConiUtiuan, p. js. 

•'the 
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*^ the prefent national aiTemblyt and fucceeding 
•* legillaturcs,— cannot be advanced to the mini- 
^ ftry, nor receive any offices, gifts, penfions, 
f* Salaries, or commiffions from the executive 
** power, or its agents, during the continuance 
V of their functions, nor during two years after 
•* having finiftied the exercife of them*." Con- 
cerning thefe articles, I think it muft ftrike 
every one, that they are moft admirably calculat- 
ed to prevent undue influence, and to preferve 
the legiflature pure and uncorrupt. The king's 
sninifters, although they have admiflion into the 
national aflembly, have places afligned them, 
and are always to be heard when they demand it 
on objeds relative to their adminiftration, <x 
when they fhall be required to give inft)rmation» 
or on objeds foreign to their adminiftration, if 
^e aflembly think flt, have no farther bufinefs 
with that bodyf*. The members are left to 
their own free choice, to determine on all mat- 
ters as their confciences may diredt. National 
aflairs are neither forwarded, fuipended, or ne^ 
gatived in the legiflative body, by the minifters 
of the crown, who have the bufinefs of their 
own proper departments to attend to, and to 
which^ by the cpnftitution^ they are to confine 

• Conftitution, p. 47. \ Ibid 59. 

them- 
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themfclves. Their time is employed, as it ought 
to be, in the fulfilling the duties of their oSicCf 
and their abilities are without interruption, de- 
voted tQ the moil honourable fervice thofe of 
minifters can poffibly be, the iervice of their 
country. 

If fi-om the French, we now turn our atten- 
tion to the Britifh legiflature, what do we there 
behold ? The firft objeft \yhich ftrikes a fpec^ 
tator is, that femous place in the Houfc of Com- 
tnons, called the Treasury Bench. Here 
we find (eated, the firfl lord of the treaiiuy and 
chancellor of his majefly*s exchequer, with a 
band of placemen, his chief fupporters, on each 
fide. All public bufijiefs of importance is fuf- 
pended, until this great man makes hh 
entrance. He is the grand fuperintendant and 
direftor of the houfe, and the bufinefs of his 
chief treafury fecrctary (amongft other important 
objedts^ is to watch, and to take care that his 
mafter has a proper majority to fupport hia 
meafures. That minifter is reckoned the com- 
{^teft ftatefinan, who by any means whatever 
can beft manage the houfe, and have the largeft 
majority of its members at his difpoial*. If we 

look 



** Sir Robert Walpolc was excellent 19 this way. Akhoaghlhave 
Wfore alluded to this gentleman, yet as be U the £fivottrite minifter of 

Mr. 
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look a litdc ferther into the Houfc of Commons/ 
we ihall fee an hott of placemen and penfio- 
ners; of dependants on the crown^ and on the 

Bffr. Burke, it may not be amifs to give his charaAei', as drawn by the 
late Lord Ch«fterfield i who prefaces it, by informing us, he was much 
loquainted with him, both in his public and hit private life, and chat he 
meant to do impartial juftice to his chara€ter. After an indifferent ac<- 
count of his private life, his Lordihip proceeds : *' He was very able as 
** a minifter, but without a certain elevation of mbd, neceffary for^eat 
** good) or. great mifchtef. He was both the beft parliament maiii 
** and the ableft manager of parliament, that I believe ever lived. 
^ An artful rather than an eloquent fpeaker ; he faw, as by intuition, the 
f< di^ofition of the houfc, andprefled, or receded accordingly. So clear 
*; in dating the moil intricate matters, efpecially in the finances, that 
f« whilft he was fpeaktng, the moft ignorant thought that they underftood 
** what they really did not. Money, not prerogative, was the chief 
** engine of his adminiilration ; and he employed it with a fuccefs which 
<« in a mamier difgraced humanity. He was not, it is true, the inventor 
*< of that (hameful method of governing, which had been gaining ground 
<< infeniibiy ever fince Charles II. but with uncommon (kill and unbound- 
** ed profuiion he brought it to that perfe6Hon, which at this time difhbn- 
'' ours and diftrefTcs this counntry^ and which, if not checked (and God 
'< knows how it can now be checked) muft ruin it. Befides this powerful 
** engine of government, he had a moft extraordinary talent of 
* perhiading and working men up to his purpofe. A luany kind of 
*< franknefs, which fomctimes Teemed imprudence, made people think 
** that he let them into his fccrets, while tlie impolxtenefs of bis manners 
«< feemed to attcft his lincerity. When he found any body proof againft 
^ pecuniary temptations, which, alas ! was but feldom, he had rccourfe 
*< to a ftill worfe art; for he laughed at, and ridiculed all notions of pub- 
'* lie virtue, and the love of one's country, calling them *^ The chimeri- 
** cal (chool-boy flights of cjaffical learning;" [mctaphyfical vifionary 
** ideas] declaring himfelf at the fame time, '* No faint, no Spartan, no 
*« reformer." He would frequently aflt young fellows, at their firft ap- 
** pearance in the world, while their honcft hearts were yet tmtainted ; 
«* Well, are you to be an old Roman ? a patriot ? You will foon come off 
•* that, and grow wifer." And thus he was more dangerous to the mo- 
tt rals than to the liberties of his country, to which I am perfuaded he 
** meant no ill in his heart." Cheftcrficld's Mifcellanies, Vol. II. Ap- 
pendix, 4to £d. — ^This is the minifter whom Mr. Burke calls am ho- 
nourable MAN, AND A SOUND Whig. (Appeal, p. 64.) From all 
ikutjx bomforabU mem^ and {y^ch/ntitd Whigs, Good Lord deliver us ! 

minifters. 



I 



[ 175 ] 

m&iifters. All thde meni from the higheft to 
the lowefl^ are allowed not only feats, but votes 
on every occafion : they are fo numerous, £o 
connefted, and fo united, that any attempt to 
enforce meafures which do not meet with th^ 
approbation, is almoft always fruftratcd*. A 
fecret hiftory cf the adminiflxations of this 
country, for a century paft, and of the means 
the major part of them have ufed to preferve 
the houfe of Commons in due order, would l^ 
a great curiofity, and might tend to open the 
eyes of the public, more than a thoufand argu- 
raents. It is a pity we have not a few more 
fttch inftrudive publications, as the Dkry of 
the late Lord Melcombe. In this celebrated 
performance, we have courtiers and miniftersy 
and their various fchemes fairly and impartially 
expofed to view. We there find what confH* 
tutes merit with a minifter ; and are (hewn the 
methods by which men may reach the pinnacle 
of miniilerial ambition. His Lordfhip was 
himfelf a courtier and a ftatefmen, and he lets 
us occafionally into the receffes of his own 
heart. He informs us of the terms he ^lade 

• In the Irifli Houfe of Commons, matters are, I believe, as bad, if 
nor worfe, than in the Britiih. The number of members in the former 
is three hundred, of \vhom» according to the declaration of Mr Poflbnby, 
in ft late debate, an^ hundred and ten are placemen or pcnfioners. Thn 
iane gentleman aflcrted, that founcen new places had^ within the$! 
three jears^ been beftowed on dilTerent members. 

with 
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widi the maiufter of that da3r. When ibliciting 
a place, he took care to remind him repeatedly^ 
that ^' Me could give his majefty fix membera 
^ for nothing," trufting that the mini/ber would 
net fc^get his generofity in ^' offering boroughs 
^^Jor notbingy when they were a commodity (b 
•• particularly marketable :** at the fame time, 
he gives us in part to underftand the mean* 
frig c^ iiich an exprcffion- ** I law (fays his 
Lordihip) the Duke of Newcaftle, and told 
^ him that in thefe matters [elei^ons] thofe who 
^ would take money I would pay, and not bring 
*< him a bill ; tbofe that would not take moneys hi 
•• muft payy and I recommended my two pa*-. 
•< SONS of Bridgewater and Weymouth, Bur^ 
«* roughs and Franklin. He entered into tfiy 
^ views veiy cordially, and aflured me that they 
^* (hould have the firfl crown livings that (hould 
•* be vacant in their parts, if we would look out 
•♦ and fend him the fii*ft intelligence.*" But we 
muft leave paft adminiflrations, and confine 



• Lord RIclcombeV Diary, p. 20. I juft remark by the w&y» that 
if my readers fhould have any doubt as to the meaning of a phrafe which 
has been of late very fkihionable, AUiance between cbwrcb and/hie^ the 
above quotation may explain it to them, and let them a little into the na- 
ture and ufefuinefs of that alliance. It is no wonder that fuch ftaacf- 
aien as Meflrs. Pitt and Burke fliould be high churth-men ; or that thtf 
aiould confider our prefent church eftahtiihnaent> not only as<< convemtoc, 
but as eflenualto the ftate/' and (hould pafs fuch extravagant enoomimw 
«pon it, (with what Juftice we (hall fee in the next chapter) as thcone 
btts in his fpecches, and the other la his writings. 

ourfdves 



t '77 ] 

Oilrfelves to thfc prcfent. Whether we fliall eVftr 
have the Diary publiihed of the Heaven borii 
mini/ierf now at the head of the treafury, is un- 
certain. From his public meafures we iziay do 
him the juflice to aiTert that ho mihifter has 
ever taken better care of himielf^ and his friends ^ 
or had the members of the Houfemore at com« 
mand, or more extended the influence of the 
crOwn. It is only neceffary,to mention the enor-a 
mous increaie of the peerage*; the continual 
encroachnients of the exciie laws*)* j the large 

additions 

• Fifty p^crs have teen create<i during Ac prclciit ddmiiiiitrttion, a 
greater number in eight years, than were created the twenty-three pre<» 
ceding years of the prefent reign. Blackftone remarks, as an eztraordi- 
ii4ry occurrence, that '* That once in the rfeign of Queen Anne, there 
** was an inftance of creating no lefs than twelve peers together^ ill calL« 
<* templation of which, in the reign of king George 1. a bill j)aflred tha 
'* Houfe of Lorda, for limiting the number of the pednge. This w« 
** thought by fomc to promife a great acquiHtion to the conftitution, hf 
*' reftraining the prerogative from gaining the afcendant in that aitlguft al^ 
** fembly, by pouring in at plcafure an tbilihiited number of ncw-creited 
** lords. But the bill mifcarried in^the Houfe of Commons, whofe Ipad^ 
" ing members were defiroul to keep the avenues to the other hooTc as 
'^^ open and eafy as pofliblo." Comm. vol* I. p. 157. If the creation olF 
twelve peers created fo much unea^efs in the nation; as ih the opinion 
of many to render a bill neoeflary, to lijhit the ptenge ; what oaghttha 
creation ef fifty to do ? I (hall fay nothing concermng the fifteen baro* 
ittts, which have lately been made at a batohi 

t <* The rigour and arbitrary proceedings of ^xcife latlra ftcAi hifdl/ 
* compatible with the temper (^ a free nation. The officers have a powef 
*< of entering and fearching the houfea of fucb at deal in ezdfeable oom' 
** modities, at any heur of the day ^ and in many cafes, of the night like* 
** wife : and the proceedings in cafe of tranfgrciiBont are fo fuminaiy and 
** fudden, that a man may he coavi^ed in two days time in the penalty 
** gf many thouiand pounds, by two commiffiontn or jufUoes of the peaoe^ 
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additions made to our peace eflabliihment^ : 
thefe, not to mention other inftances, afford 
fufficient proo^ of the fkill of the minifter, in 
increafing hi^ power and influence, efpecially in 
the legiflative body. His abilities likewife, vnth 
thofc of his treafury fecretary, in dedioneering^ 
ought not to pafs unnoticed. Other minifters 
may have hctn fuJpeBed of fimilar doings, but 
the prelent firft lord of the treafury, and his ie^ 
crctary, have tbeir eledioneering honours blazon-* 
ed in a court of juftice, and in the houfe of 
commons. By a late trial, not only the preient, 
but future ages may learn, that the fecretary of 
the treafury did, in the prefenceof theminifber, 
hire the owner of a public houfe, to engage in 
a Weftminfter ele<^on, on the fide of the court 
candidate ; that an exchequer fine, levied for a 



** to the total eicluiion of trial by jury, aod difregard of the oommfln law.. 
" From its firft original, to the prefent time, its very name, excise, hat 
** been odious to the people of England ; and no friend to his couatiy. 
•^ W0UI4 wifli the lift of excifeable articles encreafed." Such was the * 
language of Judge Blackftone, twenty years fince. (Comm. to!. I. 
p.. a 1 9t 3^0.) What would this diftinguiihed lawyer have faid, had he 
lived to witnefs the paifive umenefs of his conntrymen, under the pre- 
fent adminillnition ; when not only the exeife laws have been conlideni* 
blf extended, but when a hint has been given by one of the minifters 
(Mr. D.) of the propriety kA^ general exdfe^ as the bcft means of im- 
proving the revenues of the country. 

** I ihall fay nothing refpefting the increafe of expence attending our 
peace eftabliihment. It is a common obfcrvation, that fuch has been the 
promotion of admirals of late, that we may, in any future war, have an 
admiral to every ihip of the line* 

breach 
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breach of the laws, was mitigated as a recom^ 
pence to the publican, for engaging heartily ift 
the caufe ; with other fads equally honourable** 

Such 

* Trial of George RoTe* Efq. Printed for Jordan* jd. Edition ; of 
which the foUowing is an exti^ s 
Examination of George Clubb, one of the T reaftiry Meflengers^ 
^ Was Mr. Smith (the publicsn) neref introduced to Mtj Rofe >*^ 
A. Sirt I had the honour of producing the interview between thele two 
gentlemen. ^ You faid that you mentioned the name of Smith to 
Mr. Rofe ? il. I put down the names of Mr. Smith's houfe, tnd of his 
brother's houfe ; and fuggefted to Mr. Rofe and Mr. Steel, that they 
were proper houfes. ^ Was any other perfoh prefcnt ? A, I cannot 
recoUe€k who was in the room when that was mentioned ? S^ Yott 
muft recoiled, Sir ? A. Mr. Pitt. ^. You fay then, that Mr. Pitt 
was in the room with Mr. Rofe and Mr. Steel, at the time you fuggefted 
to them the propriety of opening Mr* Smith's houfe for Lord Hood and 
his friends f A. He was. ^ What made you think that Mr. Smith's 
houfe was monr proper to be opened than any other ? A* Becaufe ht 
was a patriotic man, and I thought he would go any lengths in the caufe, 
and therefore I recommended him to Mr. Pitt, Mr. Steel, and Mr. Rofe, 
(the firft Lord of the Treafury and Chancellor of the Exchequer, nd 
the two Secretaries of the Treafury). 

Mr. Froft, agent to Lord Hood, in his evidence, declared, that ho 
(Froft) alked Mr. Rofe, whether Smith Aight be trufted > Mr. Rofe 
icpHcd, " I might with great fofety truft Smith,>&r tbry knew bim well:* 
When I was fpcaking to Mr. Rofe of Smith (adds Froft), Mr. Rofe 
faid, ** That there was fomcthlng of a profecution going on with the 
^ excife againft Smkh, and as a mark <tf the truft and confidence they 
« had in him, they had interfered and ftept in to ferve him." Mr. 
Froft likewife mentioned, that '* He kept a diftind: account of thofeper* 
" fons employed by the treafury, from thofe he employed as agent for 
" Lord Hood.*' 

It has been a matter of furprife how Mr. Pitt, to whom all parties 
will allow the praife of being (in his way) aconfummate ftatefinan, could 
fuffer this ele^oneering difpute with a publican, (who gained his caufe) 
to be brought to trial. Report lays, it was done to determine a yariety 
of fimilar difputes. If this is not the cafe, it ihews that the Minifter hai 
that opinion of the people, as to imagine they can bear any contemptuous 
treatment whatever^ 

An additional fa£l has lately been laid before the public, which if the 

people at large have any vftlue whatever for the eoaftttutioo, they will not 

N» iWfieff 
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Such tricks as thefe, thus publicly expofed, 
would at fome former periods, have made a 
minifler almofl afhamed to look the repre- 
ientatives of the nation in the face ; but our 
prefent members are too polite to make even 
the leaft enquiry into the condudt of a man, 
to whom they appear to have refigned their 
underftandingSy and in whom they have placed 
implicit confidence. In France, the whole fyf- 
tem is different. Miniflers, and their agents 
are not fufiered to interfere in the election of the 
deputies : they are not fuifered to vote in the 
aifembly ; and fhould tney dare to afliime fuch 
airs, or perform fuch feats as the minifters of 



fuffer to pafs over in filence. A perfon of the name of Hoikinsy charged 
with penalties on the Lottery A€i to the amount of feren hundred 
pounds, offered, if he was let^iut on fuch bail as he would produce, to 
bring up (ixty votes for the minifterial candidate at the Weftminfter elec- 
tion, Lord Hood. The Solicitor of the Lottery was applied to, who 
laid, he could not a6t in the bufinefs wtboiU amfuUlng higher okibcri^. 
That higher authority was confulted, and the confequence was, Hofliins 
wasreleafedon bad bail, brougfit up his fixty votes, and has not fince 
been heard of. It appears by Mr. Fox's fpeech, that " compromifes of 
'* various kinds have been made between Lord Hood and his Solicitor, 
*< upon an action brought on his Solicitor's bill, and that Lord Hood had 
** undertaken to pay that Solicitor a large fum, provided he would give 
** up certain papers, and that one of thofe very papers was of the hand- 
<< writing of his Majefty's Chancellor of the Exchequer, upon the fub« 
" )ca of the Wcftminfter ele^ion." 

Thefe tranfa&ions have been twice brought before the Houfe of Com- 
mons. Twice has that houfe, by a iaxge majority, refiifed to appoint a 
committee of enquiry. It is not a little lemarkable, that when the 
above h£k% were laft brought before the houfe, the minifter, and . his 
friends, were toully filcnt, and depended wholly on their numbers. 

this 
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lliis country, they would lofe, in all probability, 
not only their places, but their heads. 

As the National Aflembly have endeavoured 
to preferve the reprefentatives of the nation free 
from the influence of the crown, or the mi- 
nifters of the crown on the one hand ; they have 
taken equal care to preferve them from popular 
influence on the other. They have cxprefsly 
guarded againft that republican fentiment which 
has been too haflUy adopted by fbme worthy 
people in this country ; namely, that a mem-* 
ber is bound on all occafions, to obey the in* 
ftrudions of his confHtuents ; a fentiment which 
tends to deftroy the noble freedom that fhould 
reign in the breaft of a legiflator; deftitute of 
which, he may, in certain cafes, be left with- 
out honour or confcience, ^nd compelled to do 
what he may judge tends materially to injure 
his country. The French conftitution declares, 
^ the reprefentatives named in the departments, 
(hall not be reprefentatives of a particular 
department, but of the whole nation ; and 
no mandate can be given them*." Had this 
fentiment properly prevailed in this country, I 
fliould not have had the mortification of feeing 
the ridiculous iituation, in which fome worthy 

* Conllinitittn, p. 33. 

N 3 members 
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members were placed, on the &mou8 debiifi 
concerning the Teft Ad. They arofe and 
fpoke in favour of the repeal, but clofed their 
fpeephes with declaring, that they fhouM vote 
^gainft it, bccaufe their cpnftituents had ordcrip 
ed them. What conilituents, we may afk| 
muft thofe be, who compel their members to 
vote againfl their confciences ? Let the ene-f 
mies of the repeal, who not only in this, but 
in other infHnces, a€ted contrary to the fpirit of 
pur conftitution ; kt them, if they can> pro- 
duce anions of a ^ikr nature, on the fide oi 
their opponents. 

From, the comparifon \yhich I have drawn 
between the French and the Engliih repreten- 
tatiofl, I have little doubt but every impartial 
reader will fee the neceflity of adopting, at leaft, 
fome of the principles of the former, in the lat- 
ter. Should any one hefitate on the fubjed, I 
muft requeft his attention, while I confider the 
nature of a general ele<ition in one country, and 
^n the other. Some of the enemies of a parlia- 
mentary reform, have objefted to the extending 
the right of voting, becaufe of the confufion and 
riot which may attend popular elcftipns. The 
fame objeftion might, with the fame propriety, 
be urged againft every popular eledlion. But 

we may be affured, that where any confuiion or 

'- i -•• • / • • ' . 

not 
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riot takes pkce^ it is owing to the want of a 
proper mode^ by which elcdlors, however nu- 
merous^ might freely, and yet peaceably give 
their fuiFragcs. I was lately at a general elec- 
tion at Paris, at a time when confufion of fomc 
fort might have been expected, government 
being in a ftate of derangement, and the con- 
ilitution not being finifhed. Upwards of fe- 
venty thoufand citizens exercifed the right of 
voting. By dividing the city into fedlions, and 
by various excellent regulations, notwithftand- 
ing the election lafted upwards of a month, 
all was peace; and order reigned univcrfally. 
So far from rioting and drunkennefs, there was 
not even that conviviality, without which we 
know not how to conduct an eledion in Eng- 
land. My good focial friends, with whom I 
have canvafled in this country, will pity me 
when I inform them, that although I was a lit- 
tle active in my enquiries with the citizens and. 
eledors of Paris ; although there were twenty- 
four deputies eleded, I could not find one who 
gave an election dinner ; nor was I able to dif^ 
cover one open houfe, where I could mingle 
with the citizens, and fit down to a bottle of 
wine, to drink fuccefs to a favourite candidate. 
The truth is, the French are not fond of their 
reprefentatives purchafing their feats, for fear 
N 4 they 



they fliould afterwards reimburfe diemfelvesy b^ 
felling their conftituents. A general eledion h^ 
therefore beguxif |Darried on and completed* 
without expence^ throughout the kingdom. 

It is with reludance that I now turn to a gcr 
neral election in England ; where^ all circumr 
ftances confidered, it is a matter of doubt, whe- 
ther the feptennial exercife pf our rights, is a 
curfe, or a bleffing. Every one muft agree, 
that in a moral point of viisw, nothing can be 
more, alarming, or more difgracefid, than the 
conduS: of candidates and eledors, at fuch a 
period. That corruption, which, during the 
continuance of the Houfe of Commons, is a 
ftanding pool, now rife$, fwdls, and rufhes forth, 
in a mighty, refiftlefs, overflowing torrent. Mi-p 
nifters, and candidates, and voters, are bought 
and fold, as truly, and as literally, as horfes, 
oxen, and fwine, in Smithfield market*. Thofe 
perfbns who have purchafed eftates (fold fbme- 
times by public aiiftion) with valuable contin^ 
gencies, altos boroughs, annexed to them, now 

* When our ftatefh^en confider the aboye faQ, i( is hoped that they 
will not ufe fuch infolent language, as they fometimes do, when fpeak* 
ing of the people j calling them, Scum of the earthy fwiniflj muUituiky &r« 
For although it muft be confelTcd the Qiiddling and the lower daflcs of 
people are too apt to imitate their fuperiors, it is generally in confequence 
pf ftropg temptation; as we}l as a bad example. |t is the pra^ice of Sa^ 
tan to entice men to fini to render them like himfelf, and afterwards to 
reproach them. 
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rife into importance. The grand bufincfs of the 
minifter of the crown, and his agents, is to fc- 
cure as many boroughs as poflible ; and if a bo* 
rough-holder will fell himfelf to advantage, now 
is the time. There are certain pcrfons, called 
jobbers, whofe bufinels it is to watch the market, 
and to give information accordingly. The pri- 
ces are various, according to the parties, or 
fituations of the different traders. The late 
Lord Chefterfield having met with a difappoint- 
ment from fome Great man^ who had promifed 
him a feat for his fon, Mr, Stanhope, writes to 
the latter as follows : '^ Since that [difappoint- 
•* ment] I have heard no more of it ; which 
•* made nae look out for fome yenal borough : 
** and I fpoke to a borough-jobber, and offered 
^* five and twenty hundred pounds for a fecure 
** feat in parliament; but he laughed at my 
" offer; and faid, diat there was no fuch thing 
" as a borough to be had now ; for that the 
^* rich East and West Indians had fecured 
•' them all, at the rate of three thoufand pounds 
** at leaft; but many at four thoufand ; and two 
'* or three that he knew at five thoufand*/' 

• Mr. Pitt, in one of his fpeechcs fome years ago, in favour of a 
prUamentary reform, aflcrtcd, " That he was informed that the Nabob 
•f of Arco^t had Ssvbn Members in the houfe." 
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In another letter His Lordfliip writes, " Elec- 
tions, here have been carried to a degree of 
frenzy hitherto unheard of; that for the town 
of Northampton has coft the contending par- 
ties, at leaft thirty thouiand pounds a fide, 

and has fold his borough of ^ 

** to two members for nine thoufand pounds*." 
As to our corporations, where the choice is 
made by twenty or thirty perfons, the bufinefs 
is generally fettled in a pretty, fnug, quiet man- 
ner. There are generally two or three aiSive 
perfons (the clergy are clever men at cleftioncer- 
ing of all kinds — church and state !) who 
fettle the bufinefs for the reft. The majprity of 
the members of thefe corporations, are com-- 
monly purchafed before hand. Thofe gentle- 
men, who by perfonal fctvours, or by favours to 
feme brother, or coufin, or relation of the elec- 
tors, can oblige the moft extenfively, are furc 
of their feats without farther trouble- Some 
of thefe corporations barter their independence, 
jis much as they poffibly can, by choofing their 
reprefentatives for corporators, although there 
^re refpeiSable inhabitants much better qualified 



* Lot4 Cheftcrfield's Letters, Vol. IV. p. 269, 274. It is the prac- 
tice of gei)t]cinen« under certain circumftances to cefign their feats. In 
fuch cafe thp minifter is ready to purchafe, or to give an equivalent fior 
Aich rctignation. See a tran faction of this kind, in the work juft referred 
•CH Vol. IV. p. »i8. 

4 to 
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to maoage the afiairs of the town, than men 
who have no connexion with it, but what is 
difgraceful ; and who only vifit it twice or thrice 
in fcvcn 3^ears, juft to keep up » proper acquain- 
tance with their noorthy and independent confli- 
tuents. As to our popular ekftions for townsy 
cities, and counties, when a contefl takes place, 
what fccncs do they generally prefent ? Can- 
didates degrading themfelves by pra(3:iilng all 
i«rts of meannefs, and elcdtors equally degrading 
themielves by praftifing all forts of vice ; the 
fermer often ruin their fortunes, the latter their 
virtue, and both their charadlers. Canvaffing, 
caroufing, intoxication, rioting, bribery, lying, 
and perjury, deprave and debauch the morals 
of the community. Here we behold Britons 
transformed into brutes, or rather into fome- 
thing worfc than brutes : men endowed with 
reafon, underftanding, and confcience, calling 
themfelves free, and profefling Chriftianity, 
finking belpw the beafts that perifh*. The 

• " The luxury, riot, debauchery, luft, and madncfs of the prefent 
'* age, can never be painted in colours equal to the life; our language 
^ hath no words, nor powers equal to the fubjc6^, nor is there a language 
" in the world ftrong and copious enough for it : a new one ought to be 
*' made on purpofe that has phrafcs, images, and energies that were 
•< never known before; and even then, the keennefs of a Juvenal, the 
** imaginative powen of a Milton, and the force and grandeur of a 
^ Young united, would be all too weak to form an eloquence and Ian* 
<< gnage equal to our cnroes." If any one fhould think this portrait too 
higlUy coloured, he has only to look at a general eleftion. 

worthieft 
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worthieft part of the community are often con- 
taminated. Inflamed by party heat; femily 
feuds, and almoft irreconcilable differences are 
-engendered between thofe who once lived in har- 
mony, fricndftiip and afFe(9ion, the one with 
the other. Thefe circumftanccs coniidered, it 
is not furpriling, that the inhabitants of fome of 
our largeft towns, (hould quietly acquicfce in 
the deprivation of their right of choofing rcpre- 
fentatives ; and that in other towns where a co*^ 
teftcd eleftion, on account of its complicated 
evils, is deprecated as much almofl as the pef- 
tilence, the people (hould leave their reprefenta* 
lives to be chofcn by the leaders of parties only, 
noblemen who have moft intereft, and who 
fettle the bufinefs between themfelves; by 
which means the people remain, in fed, with- 
out any choice at all. The city of Weflminfter, 
at the laft eledlion, affords a ftriking illuftration 
of this fubjeft. In order to avoid a fimilar con- 
teft to that of the preceding year, in which the 
different candidates and their friends, had fpent 
upwards of eighty thoufand pounds; and riot 
had ended in murder; a compromife was 
agreed to by the heads of the parties, which 
might be termed difgraceful, had it not pre- 
vented a difgraceful eledtion*. Compromifcs of 

afimi- 

• Sec Mr. Fox's Speech to the cicftors of Wcftroinfter on the above 
^cafion. He dates the cxpcnce of the elcfdonj on the part of Lord 

JohA 
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a fimilar kind, are frequently fettled by th« 
ariilocratic leaders in different counties ; and 
whether the people are right or wrong in fub- 
mitting to fuch compromifes, I am at a lofs to 
determine. 

Having thus given a fair and impartial, diough 
imperfeA fketch, of the French and the Englilh 
reprefentation ; I hope my readers are convinc*^ 
ed of the neccflity of our fo far following 
the example of: our neighbours, as 'to en- 
deavour to procure an equal reprefentation of 
the people; a Houfe of Commons which may 
be fomething more than an inftrument of cor- 
ruption, holding out to the people the name of 
libc^, and leaving them almofl: deftitute of the 
reality. If what I have related is true, and let 
any one deny it if he can, our reprefentation, as 
it is called, is little elfe than a femblance, a form, 
a theory, a mockery, a fhadow, if not a nuif- 
ance. Statefmen, however are of a different 
opinion. Mr, Burke has the effrontery to de- 
clare, " That our reprefentation has been found 
" perfedly adequate to all the purpofes for which 
** a reprefentation of the people can be devifed 
** or defired. I defy," adds he, " the enemies 

John Townfend, in the year 1789, at forty thoufand pounds. It 
may be very rcafonably fuppofed, that the expence was not Icis on 
che (idc of the coun candidate Lord Hood ; efpecially as it is known 
he waa fupponed by the Treafury. See the trial before referred to. 

"of 
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^ofmr coniHtutlott to (hew tlie contraiy*.'* 
Without aUowingmyjfelf to be what Mr. Burke 
is pleafed to call an enemy to the conititution, 
although I am an enemy to the abominations 
which have almoft fubvcrted it from its original 
nature, I beg leave to repeat what I afferted con- 
cerning a general election ; that it is a matter 
of doubt whether the Houfc of Commons, -all 
<;;ircumftances oonfidered, is a bleffing or a curfc 
to the nation. It may have been ^' found per- 
*f fedUy adequate to all the purpofes for which 
•* a reprefentation can be devifed or defired'* by 
ftatcfmcn like Mr, B, : It may, in other words, 
have been the grand theatre of corruption, where 
the principal afdors were devoted to the will of 
the minider, and ready as occafion might offer, 
to lacrifice the deareft interefts of the people ; to 
ferve the purpofes of the court, or the ambition 
of a fadlion. What a patriot of the laft reign. 
Sir John St. Aubin, afferted refpefting our re- 
prefentation, is fo juft, that I cannot but wifh 
the fame language was repeated in the Houfe of 
Commons, and out of it, till it had its proper 
cffedt. Speaking of Charles the Second, he 
obferved; ** This king naturally took a forfeit 
" of parliaments in his fethcr's time, and was 

'* therefore 
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^ therefore extremely defirous to lay them afide 1 
<^ but this was a fcheme impntdticable. Haw« 
** ever in effed he did fo, for he obtained a 
** parlia<nent» which by its long duration^ like 
** an army of veterans, became fo exaftly difoi^ 
** plined to his c?wn meafures, that they knew 
** no other command, but from that perfon who' 
** gave them pay. This was a moft lafe, and* 
*' moft ingenious way of enflaving a nation. It' 
*• was very well known that arbitary power, if 
** it was open and avowed, would never prevail 
*^ here; the people were amufed with the fpeci- 
^ ous form of their ancient conftitution ; it ex- 
** ifted indeed in their fancy ; but like a mere 
** phantom, had no fubftance nor reality in it; 
^ for the authority, the dignity of parliaments 
*' were wholly loft. This was that remarkable 
*' parliament, which fo juftly obtained the name 
*' of the Pension Parliament ; and was tbf 
** model from nvhich I believe^ fome later parlia^ 
** ments have been exaSlly copied.** Whether 
the orator, from one of whofe fpeeches, the 
above extrafl: is taken, was endued with a fpirit 
of prophecy or not; I fhall by no means pre- 
tend to determine ; but certainly wliat he con- 
jectured concerning future times, was not very 
far from the truth, " If a minifter (hould ever 
** gain a corrupt familiarity with our boroughs ; 
^^ if he fhould keep a regifter of them in his 

*' clofct. 
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'^ cloiet^ and by fending down his treafury man* 
** dates, fhould procure a fpurious rcprefcnta- 
** tion of the people, the offspring of his cor- 
*• ruption, who will be at all times ready to 
** reconcile and juftify the moft contradidory 
^^ meafures of his adminiftration, and even ta 
** vote every crude indigefted dream of their 
" patron into a law ; if thtf maintenance of hi^ 
^* power ftiould become the fole objcd; of their 
'^ attention, and they (hould be guilty of the 
•' moft violent breach of parliamentary traft, by 
** giving the king a difcrctionary liberty of tax- 
ing the people, the laft iatal compliment they 
can pay to the crown 5 — If this (hould ever 
be the unhappy condition of this nation; the 
people indeed may [complain ; but the doors 
** of that place where their complaints ihould be 
«* heard, will for ever be fhut againft them." 
It is true the Houfe of Commons has not yet 
given the King the difcrctionary liberty of tax- 
ing the people, nor are the doors of the houfe 
' yet ordered to be fhut againft their complaints, 
(though the houfe has repeatedly refiifed to en- 
quire concerning the jufUce of thefe complaints); 
but thefe laft ftages of corruption excepted, 
nothing was imagined by this celebrated fpeaker, 
but what has been fince realized* 

It would be no difficult matter to fhew, that 
the Houfe of commons, in its prefent ftate, fa 

far 
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&r from being " Perfedly adequate to all the 
** purpofes for which a reprefentation of the 
** people can be devifed or defired," is fcarcely 
adequate to any one of thofe purpofes. If a 
reprefentation has any proper end in view, it 
muft be this; that the voice of the peopb (hould 
be fairly exprefied, or in other words that ** The 
** law {hould be the expreffion of the general 
** will." Proofs might be given to ihew that a 
modern Houfe of Commons, fo far from attend- 
ing to the voice of the people, often afts di- 
ametrically oppofite to it. I fhaU mention a 
recent inftance to ftiew with what contempt that 
houfe has treated public opinion, on a queflion 
in which the honour, the juftice, and the huma- 
nity of the Britifli empire, was moft materially 
involved; I mean the queftion relative to the 
abolition of the Have trade. It is fcarce necef* 
fary to mention the warmth with which, to 
the honour of the people, this bufinefs was 
taken up, as fbpn as the proper evidence was 
laid before them. The table of the Houfe of 
Commons was covered with petitions from all 
parts of the kingdom, praying for a total aboli- 
tion of a trade, which had long difgraced us as 
a nation, but the enormity of which we had 
not before confidered. The privy council ex- 
amined into the fubjedt, and the evidence was 

O jftrong 
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ftrong in favour of the abolition. The Houic 
of Commons appointed a committee, which ftill 
more thoroughly invcftigatcd the bufmefs : the 
evidence of the committee ferved to ftrengthen 
that of the privy council, and the friends to 
the abolition hoped the happy period was ap- 
proaching, when juftice would be done, in 
ibme meafure, to our unhappy fellow-creatures 
in the Weft Indies, and on the coaft of Africa ; 
and that the trade of inilaving and murdering 
our brethren of mankind, which we had carried 
oa for centuries, would at a laft be completely 
annihilated. After the fulleft inveftigation, 
the queftion was brought forward in the laft 
Icffion of parliament. Every honeft man who 
read the debates on that occafion, muft confefs, 
that all the arguments, all the eloquence, all 
the juftice, all the humanity, were entirely 
for the abolition. The minifter of the crown 
made a tolerable fpeech, to {hew the policy of 
the meafure ; but as it did not promife him any 
acquifition of power, he adted juft as he had 
done a few yeras l?efore, refpefting a parliamen- 
tary reform ; he merely fpoke, without ufing 
any of his common influence on the occafion. 
^nd what was the refult of the debate ? — To 
the eternal infamy of that houfe, the intereft of a 
few individuals prevailed over every other con* 

iideration. 
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fideration. Only eighty-eight pcrfbns were found 
who defcrved to be called men ; and the quef- 
tion for the aboUtion was loft, by nearly a ma- 
jority of two to one. So fteeled were the hearts 
of fome of the members, that they abfolutely 
laughed at the relation of cruelties, which ought 
to have drawn from them tears of blood. No 
wonder that a fpeaker on that occafion, one of 
the few found *' faithful among the faithlefs," 
declared that he was afhamed of being a mem- 
ber of the Britifli fenate*. I will add, that as 
the enormities of the trade are fairly expofcd to 
public view ; as no arguments can be brought 
to juftify it, but will equally juftify the plun- 
derer, the highwayman, and the murderer ; we 
ought to be afhamed of the name of Britons, as 
long as we continue a traffic the moft wicked 
and infernal that ever difgraced the human race. 
But it is not to be fuppofed the people will 
quietly fufFer it to continue. They may reft 
for the prefent, in the afTurances which have 
been given them, that the queftion fhall be 
continually renewed. Mr. Wilberforce and Mr, 
Fox, not to mention others, whofe zeal for the 
opprefTed will ever fender their names dear to 
the friends of humanity, ftand pledged^ never 

* Mr. William Smith. 

O 2 to 
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to forfake the glorious caufe in which .they have 
to nobly engaged. In the mean time> it is the 
duty of every individual to fhew his abhorrence 
of the trade by all the means in his power. As 
the Weft India planters are refolved to continue 
their old fyftem of cruelty, which can alone 
render the frefti importation of flaves necefiaiy, 
I fincerely rejoice that aflbciations are forming 
for the purpofe of diminifhing the confumption 
of Weft India produce ; and that many have re- 
folved no longer to purchafe an article, the cul- 
tivation of which is the caufe of the greater part 
of the cruelties inflidted on the fufFering negroes, 
I mean the article of fugar. When we confider 
that every ounce of it is, to ufe an expreflion of 
Dr. Franklin's, steeped in blood, it is high 
time we fliould rclinquifli the guilty luxury. I 
cannot forbear adding on this fubjedt, that as 
long as the trade is continued, we have reafon to 
fear that heaven has fome dreadful judgments in 
ftore to punifh us for our wickednefs. We can- 
not any longer plead ignorance. Should there- 
fore, the thunderbolts of divine wrath, be 
hurled upon our iftands : (hould the Almighty 
Avenger of the oppreffed, blaft our Weft In- 
dia pofleflions in one everlafting deftrudion; 
fhould the ruin of the Britifli empire be thus 
accelerated; it is* nothing more than our crimes 
4 give 
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give MB rcafon to cxped. We already find the 
guilty frightened. A fpirit of refiftance having 
Ihewn itfelf amongft the negroes in the French 
iflands, the Britifh merchants and planters are 
alarmed, left a fimilar fpirit of refiiknce (hould 
arife in our own. Nothing but the fear that the 
wretched negroes, from that habitual ignorance 
and flavery in which they have paffed their lives, 
may not know how to make the proper ufe of 
their liberty ; jiothing but this confidcration, 
prevents every good man from wifliing fuccefs 
to all inliirreftions he may hear of in the Weft 
Indies, French or Englifh. 

I jftiall make no apology for the warmth I 
have difcovered on this fubjedt ; 

*' In fuch a caufe 'tis impious to be calm ^ !'* 

I have 

* If any perfon ihould think I have ufed a fingle exprefiion on thit 
fubjcfk which borders on undue warmth, 1 have only to requeft him to 
perufe the Abftraft of the Evidence of the Committee of the Houfe of 
Commons, (a thin o£bivo, printed for Phillips, Geot^e-yard) recollect* 
ihg after he has perufed it, that the committee fupprefled part of the 
evidence, becaufe it was too horrible to lay before the public. Well 
xnight Mr. Fox (whofe (lerling goodnefs and integrity on the occaiioii 
are more to be admired than even his matchlefs eloquence) plainly tell 
fome of the gentlemen of his own pany, as well as others, that the man 
who could, after reading fuch evidence, vote for a continuance of the 
trade, muft have either a weak head, or a depraved heart, and poflefs 
nerves of which he could have no con^ption. The public are under un- 
fpeakable obligations to the fociery for aboliihing the trade, for the zeal 
and induftry with which they have hitherto proceeded. There is however 
one thing they have omitted ; that is, the procuring and publifliing a lift of 
thofe— I know -not what to call them, who voted againft the abolition. 

' O 3 I hope 
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I have feleded one proof only amongft num-^ 
bers ; but which evidently fhews, - that our re- 
prcfentatives have no regard whatever ,to the 
opinion of the people. 

I now, therefore, moft carneftly hope, that 
my countiymen will confider the importance, 
and the neceffity of that great national meafure, 
which is the only one to prevent our ruin ; a 

PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. In Urging this 

meafure, I only a<9: in charader as a Briton, 
and as a friend to the Britifh conftitution. It 
was the defign of our anceftors to hand down 
to pofterity, a reprefentation which fhould fairly , 
convey the fenfe of the people, and that the 
choice of reprefentatives ihould be frequently 
exerqifed. I might eafily prove this affertion 
by a reference to our beft political writers, and 
hiftorians. I ihall, however, confine myfelf to 
the fame refpeftablc and impartial authority, I 
appealed to in the laft chapter, whofe evidence 
will fully juftify me in what I have advanced. 

i 

I hope no party attachments will prevent fuch a lift from Ifeing produced, 
as the public ought to fct a black mark on every name contained in it. 
Among the fpcakers on that fide, the livery of London will reediest, with 
becoming indignation, Mr. Brooke Watson, who gave this as a rcafon 
why he could not confent to abolifli the trade; " Becaufc the negroes 
«* confumcd the refufe of our fifheries." Was this man refcucd, in his 
ycmth, almoft miraculoufly, from the jaws of a Ihark, in order that he 
wight fupport a trade which makes men >vorfc than fliarki to thoufiuds 
of their fcUow-crcaturcs ! 

In 
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In his account of the Britifh re|>reientatiori, he 
thus cxprefles himfclf : <* The commons confift 
** pf all fuch men of any property in the king- 
** dom, as have not feats in the Houie of 
*^ Lords ;. every one of which has a voice in 
** parliament, either perfonally, or by his re- 
** prefentative. In a free ftate, every man who 
** is fuppofed a free agent, ought to be, in fome 
«* meafure, his own governor, and therefore a 
♦* branch at leaft of the legiilative power fhould 
** refide in the whole body of the people : 
<* and this power, when the territories of the 
** ftates are fmall, and its citizens eafily known, 
•' fhould be exercifed by the people in their ag- 
*' gregate or coUedlive capacity, as was wifely 
** ordained in the petty republics of Greece, and 
** the firft radiments of the Roman ftate. But 
** this will be highly inconvenient when the 
** public 'territory is extended to any confider- 
^^ able degree, and the number of citizens in-- 
V creafed. — In fo large a ftate as ours it is 
** thereft)re very wifely contrived, that the peo- 
** pie mould do that by their reprefentatives, 
" which it is impracticable to perform in per- 
*^ fon i reprefentatives, chofen by a number of 
*' minute and feparate diftrids, wherein all the 
*^ voters are, or eafily may be diftinguifhed.-^ 
** In our conftitution, only fuch voters are en- 

O 4 " tirely 
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'^ tirely excluded, as can have no will of flicu* 
•^ own : there is hardly a free agent to be founds 
♦* but what is entitled to a vote in fome place or 
*' other in the kingdom. This is the spirit 
*' OF ojjR Constitution : not that I ajfert 
'* it is in foBfo perfeSi as I have endeavoured to 
** defcribe it ifor if any alteration might be wi/b-^ 
^' ed or/uggejied in the prefent frame of parlia^ 
** mentSy it/hould be in favour of a more complete 
** reprefentation of the people*.*^ 

This was the language of a law profeflbr, de- 
livering his fentiments before the univerfity of 
Oxford. Although he was confcious of the 
defefts in our reprefentation, it is not to be 
wondered, confidering his fituation, that he 
did not ufe ftronger language. Comparing 
what he fays, concerning the nature and fpirit 
of our conftitution, with its prefent ftate ; wc 
furely muft be convinced, that its nature is 
grofsly degenerated, and its. fpirit almoft entirely 
loft. 

We have heard much " of the great danger 
" of innovations.** It is to be lamented that 
Aatefmen had not always the fame dread of in- 
novations^ which they now appear to have ; or 

* Blackftone's Commentaries, book I. chap. i. Montefquieu has a 
▼ariety of obfcrvations fimilar to the above in hisSpirit of Laws, book XI. 

rather 
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rather, that our modem ftatefmen were fincere 
in the ufe of the word, and that they would not 
tofs it to and fro, as the mere cant of a party, 
to frighten mankind from purfuing what is right. 
The truth is, the friends to a parliamentary re- 
form have the greateft reafon to exclaim againft 
innovations : all they want is the removal of 
them. By the common law, all freemen of 
England had a voice in the election of repre- 
fentatives, in the counties where they dwelt; 
what then may we aik, have heen thofe ftatutes, 
which have excluded fo many millions of free- 
men in fucceflive ages, from the exercife of 
their undoubted rights ? Infamous innovations. 
Parliaments, for many centuries, were annual, 
hut their duration not being fixed by law, 
it was enaded in the reign of King William, 
that they fhould be triennial. It is the opinion 
of the late Sir John St. Aubin, that the aft de- 
claring the right of the people to triennial par- 
liaments, ftands a part of that original contrad 
•under which the conftitution was fettled at the 
Revolution : that his majefty's title to the crown 
is prknarily derived from that contract, and that 
any deviations from it ou^ to be treated as fo 
many injuries done to that title. What then 
is the feptennial ad ? A moft fcandalous inno- 
novation on the letter and fpirit of our conftitu- 
tion. 
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tion, which robs the people of their rights, and 
injures his majefty's title to the crown ; of con- 
fequence all thofe perfons who oppofe the repeal 
of the feptennial aft, notwithftanding their pre- 
tended afFedtion to the king and conftitution, 
are, in fad:, the enemies of both. 

There are many perfons, who cannot but ac- 
knowledge the juftice of what I have advanced, 
but are fo imprcffed with the difficulties which 
may obfl-rudt the accomplifhment of the wiftied- 
for plan, that they are willing matters fhould go 
on as they do at prefcnt, rather than join in an 
endeavour for an alteration. They are afraid of 
confufions and riots, and their heads are filled 
with alarms, which I will venture to fay are 
groundlefs. I frankly confefs, that an equal 
and a frequent reprefehtation is an objeft worth 
contending for, and that the people will be 
jufHJied in almoft any means they may ufe for 
the attainment of fo defirable an objed ; yet it 
is their duty to make ufe of the moft peaceable 
in their power. There is no occafion to a€t il- 
legally, or unconftitutionally 5 every thing tend- 
ing to excite commotions in the lower clafs of 
people ought to be avoided. A bad example 
may be fct (as at Birmingham) by the enemies 
of reform ; but let us be careful to prevent its 
being followed. There is a path that is eafy to 

be 
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be purfued, but which requires honeify^ pru- 
dence, a^ivity, and zeal to proceed in it pro- 
perly. The firft thing which ought to be done 
isp to enlighten the people, and to awaken them 
to a proper fenfe of their prefent fituation.— i 
There were afTociations formed during the 
American war for this purpofe, but fince the 
return of peace, and while God in his mercy 
has exempted us from thofe dreadful calamities 
which lately fo heavily prefled upon us, thofe 
aflbciations have dropped ; whereas they ought 
to have been more extended, and more aftive* 
The fociety for conftitutional information in 
London, is an honourable exception, and I am 
happy to hear that there are focieties of a fimilar 
nature, now forming in different parts of the 
kingdom*. If thefc focieties were to correfpond^ 
the one with the other ; were they to print and 
circulate fmall tra(fts, containing the firfl: prin- 
ciples of our conftitution ; its excellencies, and 
its abufes — fhewing, at the fame time, that we 
are indebted to the patriotic zeal of our anceftors 



• The Society of " The Friends to the People, aflbciatcd for the pur- 
** pofe of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform,** has a right to ezpe6^ the 
fupport of every honeft man in the kingdoso. The addrefs of this fo- 
ciety to the public, fo fully explains the principles and views of its mem- 
bers, and afibrds fuch reafons, not merely for the propriety, but for the 
necclfity of fuch an alTociation, as I think muft carry conviction to every 
one who is not immediately interefted in the fupport of corruption, pro- 
fli^gacy, and wickedocfs. 

for 
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for the former, and to the degeneracy of their 
defcendants for the latter : endeavouring, above 
all, to enforce this important truth, that a con- 
fidertble part of that load of debt and taxes we 
labour under, is owing to the extravagance, and 
the profligacy of government ; and that the grand 
fource and fupport of this extravagance and pro- 
fligacy, is an unequal, feptennial, reprefentation : 
Such fads as thefe would make the people, if 
they are not unworthy the name of Britons, and 
if they do not deferve to be (laves, think for 
themfelves, and aft with that fpirit becoming 
their fituation and charafter. Preparation thus 
being made, the next ftep would be to addrefs 
parliament on the fubjedt. I know what has 
been urged againft fuch a meafure : it has been 
faid, that we cannot expedt a corrupt body to 
purify itfelf. But I cannot help thinking that 
the fear of provoking a great people, feeling their 
wrongs, and refolving to have them remedied, 
would operate as a very powerfiil motive, even 
on the prefent Houfe of Commons. And were 
the people cordially to unite in an affair of fo 
much importance, would that houfe dare to re- 
fufe an attention to their voice ? If after repeat- 
ed trials, this ftiould be the cafe, the fituation 
of this kingdom will be truly dreadful, and 

fomc- 
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fomethlng ought then to be done by the peo|de 
themfelves. 

But the difficulty of offering a fpecific plan* 
has been often flated, and I acknowledge with 
great juftice ; I hope no fuch plan will be agi- 
tatedy at leaft till the Houfe of Commons refufe 
to take the buiinefs at large, into their feriouB 
confideration. Although I have ftated what 
J think would be great improvements in our r&- 
prefentation, yet it is not for me to fay» that 
they ought all to be infifted upon. There are 
two points which we fhould never lofe fight 
of: thofe are, Ec^uality and Duration*^ — 
While the right of eledlion is engroiTed by a few, 
interefted perfons, and the eleded are chofen for 
Ifeven years, it is in vain to think of any improve* 
ments whatever. We have already excellent laws 
9gainft bribery, but every one knows how 
eafily, and how openly they are evaded. The 
fault is in the general fyftem, and that mufi be 
filtered. Whenever any attempt (hall be made 
to introduce this. national concern in the Houfe 
of Conunons, I fincerely hope it will be by 
moving, '' That a committee be appointed 
*' to enquire into the prefent ftate of the re- 
** prefentation of the Commons of Great 
f^ Britain in parliament/' Such a modon was 
•nee made by Mr. Pitt» and afterwards by 

that 
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diat tried and perfevering friend of the peo- 
ple. Alderman Sawbridge. Would the Houfe 
thus take up the bufinefs, the moft defirable 
confcquences might be hoped for. It is not 
in large, but in fmall bodies, the moft im- 
portant plans are formed. The plan of the pre- 
fent reprefentation of France, was formed, in its 
grand outlines, in a committee of the National 
Aflembly. If the Houfe of Commons fhould 
rejedl the motion, it will be an acknowledgment, 
that our reprefentation is too bad to be looked 
into: it will be a proof that our conftitution is 
&ft approaching to the period of its di/Tolution; 
that period which has been foretold and depre- 
cated by very eminent men in different centu- 
ries and countries, who have agreed that the 
ruin of the Britifli nation, would be • accom- 
plifhed by the corruption of the legiflative body. 
It was the well-known fen timent of that great 
ftatefman Lord Burleigh, treafurer to Queen 
Elizabeth, " That England could never be 
** ruined but by a parliament." Sir Matthew 
Hale obferved, " This being the higheft and 
greateft court in the kingdom ; if by any 
means a mifgovernment fhould any way &11 
upon it, the fubjeds of this kingdom are le& 
" without a remedy." The prefident Montef- 
quieu, whofe charader Mr. Burke has juftly 
3 panegyriz- 
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panegyrized in the happieft fbrain of eloquence*, 
predi(fts» ^' That as Rome, Sparta, and^ Car-* 
<« thage have loft their liberty and pwiihed, fo 
'* the conftitution of ^England will in time lojfc 
its liberty ; will periih. It will perifh, when- 
ever the legiflative power fhall become more 
** corrupt than tlie executive -f-." 

To prevent, therefore, thedeftradion of the 
conftitution by a corrupt legiilature, is furely 
the bounded duty of the Britifh nation. 

With refped to our ftatefmen, the leaders of 
different parties ; it is to be hoped, we fliall 
not place any great dependence, on their mere 
profefHons. No man ever appeared to. be a 
more hearty friend to the people, than Mr. 
Pitt. . The utmoft powers of his eloquence 
were once exerted againft the increaiing influ- 
ence of the crown, and in favour of a parlia- 
mentary reform. But what does the hiftory of 
his adminiftration afford ! A melancholy lefTon 
of caution to the people, not to attach them- 
felves to men, but in proportion as they give 
proof of the lincerity of their profeftions. No 
man ever aded more diametrically oppofite to 
his own profeffed ientiments, than the prefent 
minifter. He has increafed the influence of the 



« Appeal, p. 11$. 

f Sir M. Hale oa P«rliaineat9> p. 49. Montef^iieu's Spirit of Law^ 
W)k. XL 
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crown in fo many ways» and in fuch a rapid 
manner, that it is in vain we look for a minifler* 
in thefe refpe&s, his equal. As to his once 
£ivourite meafure, a reform of parliament^ he 
has lately infomied us» that fuch a meafure 
might formerly have been neceflary, but that 
it is not fo at prefent : he would fain perfuade 
us, this is not the time for what he calls in^ 
novation, and has, at laft, declared his reiblution 
to oppofe any motion that may be introduced for 
the above purpofe. Surely there is hardly a man 
in the kingdom fo weak, as not to underftand the 
meaning of this minifterial language. Mr. P. is 
jrery well contented, that while parliament con- 
tinues obedient, and he can maintain his fitua«- 
tion^ corruption ihould not be difhu*bed. But 
"we may be fure of a return of his patriotifm, as 
foon as he has loft his majority, and his places. 
But if, after his paft condud:, there are any 
who coniider him as the friend of the nation, 
all that we can reply is. Si vult populus decipu 
dedpiatur! 

With refpeft to the leaders in oppofition, I 
own I have^ from their prefent conduft, but 
little hope. There arc two or three individuals 
who appear to be real friends to the people. 
The Marquis of Landfdowne will ever deferve 
the thanks of the public, for his invariable 
language refpefting the great objeft we have 

been 
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leen confidering^ and for propofing^ when ill 
adminiftration, a variety of plans^ for reducing 
the influence of the crown; which plans had 
the approbation of the prefent minifter^ who was 
then chancellor of the exchequer ; but fince the 
advancement of the latter to the firft place in 
adminiftration they have never been heard of*. 
The whole nation is likewife under peculiar 
obligations to Mr. Fox. When we coniider the 
zeal with which he has flood forth^ on all oc* 
cafionsy the champion of religious liberty ; when 
we attend to his heart-aiFeding eloquence on 
the fubjed of the flave-trade ; when we hear 
him with patriotic ardour, declaring the French 
revolution to be one of the mo(jb glorious events 
which has ever taken place in the hiftory of 
mankind; when we refled: on that open, and 



* The Marquis of LandTdcnvney during the laft fefSon of parlifl' 
menr, promifed to bring forward, in fome futurs feilion, fome of the 
plans referred to. It may not be improper to remind his Lordlhip»- 
of that fupport which he may juftly expert to receive from the 
public, in every exertion for tlieir welfare. The city of London ill 
particular, as appears by the following extra£^, Hands pledged tofup- 
port him in all his efforts for a parliamentary reform. 

** The noble and manly proof which your Lordihip has given of your 
** decided concurrence in the undoubted right of the people to ihoit 
'^parliaments, and the necefliry of a more equal reprefentation* cannot 
** but increafe our regard, eilcem, and confidence ; and your Lordihip, in 
" your fanher profecution of thofe great conftitutional objeflg, may 
«• depend on the moft firm and determined fupport from the city df 
*< London." Extrad of a Letter from the Common Council of the city 
ilf London, to the Earl of Shelbume, dated April 7, 1780. 

P unequivo« 
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tmeqmvocil language w!hkh he has alwsjry 
ufed on the fubjeft of a parliamentary reform t 
—•Every friend to his country, and to mankind, 
is juftified in moft ardently wifhing that a flateC' 
man pofleffing fuch fentiments^ might be placed, 
not only at the head of tlie adminiftration of 
Great Britain, but if it were poflible, at the 
head of every adminiftration in the univcrfe.^ 
But was Mn Fox immediately called to a feat 
in the cabinet, it would be df ferious moment, 
how is be to be fupportcd there ; who are hisr 
friends ? Wh« is that party, called the WHIG 
CLUB, compofed of? Do its members pof- 
fefs the fame fentiments as Mr. Fox ? If they 
do, why have they not fupported him, by 
openty proieffii^g their ientiments in the fame 
courageous manner ? Why have tbey flood . 
aloof from the friends to the French revolution, 
on ahnoft every occafion ? Why do they not 
come forward as a body, and declare their prindh- 
ples by ibme public reiblutions ? It is not their 
dining together, and calling themfelves Whigs, 
that will intereft, in the leaft, the public in their 
favour. If they wifh. to be diflinguifhed as true 
patriots, let them declare their principles, and 
afl: in unifon with thofe who are not mere party 
men, and who have no interefted views to 
gratify* If all their aim is to get into place, 

and 
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and to continue the old iyftem^ the pre&nt mini«^ 
fters may as well remain where they are. When- 
ever Mr. Fox may be in office, I fincerely hope 
he will be cordially fupported by the people ; 
it is to them he muft look ; it is tlieir welfare he 
muft endeavour to promote. It will, however, 
be ufing him very ungratefully, if he fliould not 
meet with the moft powerful popular affiftance. 
Were he to be in office without that affiftance, 
his political virtue would be put to a teft, which 
we have hardly a right to expedl it fhould bear: 
He muft either relinquifh his place, or his princi- 
ples. 

The prcfent minifter came into .X)ffice on 
popular ground : The crown and the people 
united in fupporting him. fiut he had too low 
an opinion of the Jatter to depend upon them. 
He has therefore forfaken the beft part of the 
groimd he origina^Uy ftood upon, and has pre- 
fbrred what he apprehends is. more folid. Let 
OS apologize for human nature, degraded as it 
is in the perfon of this apoftate patriot. He 
perhaps few he could not preferve his place, 
.without deferting the principles he had profefled; 
the latter therefore yielded ; the old fyftem was 
continued, and has been moft unceafingly per- 
fevered in : how long the people will bear to be 
infulted by corruption and hypocrify united, I 

P 2 cannot 
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tahnot pretend to determine; but I will venture 
to affirm, that if they do not declare, in fomc 
extraordinary manner, their difapprobation of 
the general fyilcm, it will fignify very little 
who is in admbiftration, or who is in oppofition; 
for virtuous individuals will not be able to re- 
main in the former, and virtuous efforts will be 
of little avail in the latter. Let us' then, my 
DEAR COUNTRYMEN, take example from 
France; kt all party-interefls be buried; let 
us look to principles^ more than to men ; let us 
aft with union, prudence, fpirit, and fortitude, 
and we need not defpair. An equal, and a 
frequent reprefentation, appeared a much more 
difficult work in France, previous to the revolu- 
tion, than it now appears in Britain. If we 
are not wanting to ourfelves, it may ihortly be 
accomplifhed ; and whether we ought not in- 
dividually, and colledivcly, to forward it to the 
utmofl of our power, I chearfully leave to the 
determination of every true Briton, and real 
patriot ; to the determination of every man who 
has a regard for the political, the moral^ 

OR THE RELIGIOUS INTERESTS OF HISCOUN- 
TRY. 

The Second Branch of the French Con- 
ftitution is the King^ " Th? executive power 
" is delegated to the king, to be exercifcd under 

"his 
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,** hi^ authority, by minifters and other refponfi- 
** ble agents*." The king is declared the rc- 
prefentative of the people, intrufted with the 
iupreme executive power, for their benefit. — 
The royalty is delegated, hereditarily, to the 
race on the throne- The perfon of the king 
is lacred and inviolable. He reigns by the law, 
and it is in the name of the law he requires 
obedience-f-. The principles on which monar- 
chy is fettled in France, are iimilar to thofe on 
which it is fettled in Great Britain. Our king 
is the hereditary reprefentative of his people ; 
he reigns in virtue of the law 3 the fupreme 
power is delegated to him, as the guardian, and 
as the executor of the law. As there is no 
iriend to the Britifh conftitution, but what is a 
friend to thefe principles, it is unneceflary to 
enlarge upon them. All I ihall rcqueft of the 
reader, on this part of the fubjeft, is, that he 
would refer to thofe chapters in the French 
conftitution, which treat of the king, and of his 
prerogatives : they afford a full and complete re- 
fiitation of the flander that has been caft by the 
enemies of the revolution in general, and by Mr. 
Burke in particular, upon the National Aflem- 
bly ; and which has accufed that body pf hav- 

* Conftitution, p. z6. + Ibid. 37» 38- 
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ing dcftroyed the monarchy. So far fix>m this 
heihg the cafe, they have fixed it on the only 
legitimate and folid foundation, on which it ever 
can be fixed ; Ae .declared choice of the peo- 
ple. 

When it is further confidered, that the King 
of the French has an income, amounting to up- 
wards of thirteen hundred thouiand pounds fterl- 
ing ; a fum mentioned by his majefly as fblly 
fufficient, and which was unanimoufly granted ; 
that eight palaces are allotted for the uoyal refi- 
dence, moft of which are fuperior to any a 
Britifh monarch can boaft ; it is hoped we (hall 
no more hear thofe lamentable howls, on ac- 
count of the king's degraded fituation, which are 
more calculated to produce fmiles, than fighs. 
For myfelf, I am perfuaded, that the French 
monarch will enjoy, in the legal exercife of his 
authority, and in the faithful difcharge of the 
duties of his office, more folid glory, and fub- 
flantial happinefs, than his predeceflbrs, or thart 
mofl, if not all the fovereigns of Europe. He 
is no longer furrounded by a nation of flaves, 
but a nation of friends. He is no longer tor- 
mented by an infolent ariflocracy, or a domi- 
neering clergy. He is united to his people by 
the clofefl ties, and his felicity is infeparably 
conncdled with theirs. Would the tyrants of 

the 
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the world, who arc now trembling "on their 
thrones, enjoy fimilar fccimty and felicity, let 
them, before they are compelled, reftorc to 
their fubje<as thofe rights, of which they have 
fo long deprived them. Let them imitate the 
God-like example of the King of Poland, who 
has been the principal agent in bringing about a 
peaceable, and a happy revolution, in his own 
kingdom. To his majefty's inunortal honour, 
let it be univerfally publiihed, that he enlighten- 
ed his people by tranflating and difleminating 
amongft them the French declaration of rights ; 
.that he expreffed his cordial approbation of the 
French revolution, and returned his thanks to 
the principal aftors in it ; that he followed their 
example as far as was poffible, in his own do- 
minions, at the iame time lamenting his not 
being able to follow it more perfedlly. Here is 
a model for the fovereigns of theuniverfe : have 
they a defire to enjoy fimilar glory with that 
of the Polifh monarch ; to reign in the hearts 
of their fubje£ts, and to be immortalized in 
hiftory as the friends of mankind 5 let them Go 

AND DO likewise! 
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CHAPTER THE THIRD. 

Remarks on the Nature and Dejign of Cbrijii^ 
unity — On Civil EJlabliJhments of Religion — 
Tbe Right of the National AjTembly to rejorm 
•the Church of France conjidered — The Re- 
fumption of the Ecclefiajlical RoJfeJJions vindi^ 
cdted on the Principles of Political and Religi- 
ous yuftice^ — General Reforms in the French 
Church — Monaftic Orders fuppreJfed-^Autbo^ 
rity of the Pope annihilated — Religious Vows 
abfolved— ^Particular Reforms in the French 
Church conjidered^ and urged as necejfary in the 
Church of England — Choice of Minijiers re- 
Jiored to the People — ^Mode by which the Cler-^ 
gy are provided for — Tithes abolijhed — Jujl 
Dijlribution of the Property appropriated for 
the Support of the Church-^Lanvs to enforce 
the Rejidence of the Clergy — Terms of Ad- 
mijjion into the Church^^^Fatal Effeils of Ec- 
clefiajlical Subfcription in the Church ofEng^ 
land enlarged upon — General Prevarication of 
the Clergy — Injujiice and Folly of the ASi if 
Uniformity — Abfolute Necejfity of a Reformat 
tion enforced from the melancholy State of our 
Religion and Morals as reprefented by th^ 
Clergy. 

T 71 THEN we take a view of the various go- 

^ " vernments which have prevailed in the 

world, wc ihall find, however they may have 

differed 
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dlfRred in 'their nature, or profefled defign, 
they have all united in the fupport of fome reli- 
gion, or fyftem of faith and mode of worfhip ; 
and that it has been the univerfal praftice of the 
ruling powers, to take upon themfclves the re- 
gulation not only of the civil, but tlie religious 
interefts of mankind. And it muft be acknow- 
ledged that fuch have been the iyftems and 
modes, profefled and followed by mankind in 
general, in all ages of the world, that the fup- 
port of the civil magiftrate has been abiblutely 
neceflary ; as otherwife they would fpeedily have 
loft all their credit, and have ended in ruin. 
Paganifm would not have fo long deluded thq 
world, had it not been powerfully fupported by 
the arm of fecular authority. Mahometanifm 
was propagated by the fword, and its progrefs 
was marked with blood. Its grand fupport 
ever has beeft, and ftill is, worldly authority ; 
and when that fupport fhall be withdrawn, it 
will fpeedily be involved in the fame ruin, 
which overtakes, fboner or later, every falfe re- 
ligion. It is unnecefTary to extend our obfer- 
vations on this part of the fubjedt : what has 
been advanced may ht confidered as an apolo- 
gy for mankind.^ They have been confcious 
that what they called religion, could never 
ftand on .its own foundation, and therefore that 

it 
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it muil:JbaiV)c an additional ooe to pe/erve it 
from lining, and to make it anfwer die end 
propofed. 

As I am writini^ in a country which has 
long diftinguilhed itfelf by the name of ChrifHan s 
as Chriftianity is the profcfled religion of the 
greater part of Europe ; as the fyftem is ac- 
knowledged to be of the laft unportance ; and 
as its interefls are materially affefted by the 
revolution in France^ I hope I {hall be ex- 
cufed if I briefly confider its original nature and 
defign, and the means which its profeilors are 
authorifed to ufe, for its fupport and propaga- 
tion amongfl mankind. In doing this^ I think 
it abfolutely neceffiiry to purfue a fimilar me- 
thod to that I adopted in the firil chapter of 
this work. As when inquiring concerning the 
rights of men in fociety, ipftead of referring to 
modern fyftems of government, in which thofc 
rights are generally loft or obfcured, we endea- 
voured to trace them to their primary fource ; 
fo in our inquiries concerning Chriftianity, we 
(hall not refer to the various religious eftablifh- 
ments which have long preyailed, but trace it to 
its original introdudion. One principal reaibn 
why infidelity maintains its ground is, becaufe 
men content themfelves vnih a fuperficial ob- 
fervation of Chriftianity as it coounonly appears 
5 in 
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in the world : But if wc are honeft and impar- 
tial in our inquiries, wc muft draw our evidence 
from that book, from which all Chriftians, how- 
ever divided in other refpeds, profefs to derive 
their information, and muft regard the authority 
of him, whom all confiftent Chriftians agree is 
the only infallible judge ; the great founder of 
the Chriftian religion, Jesus Christ, 

TVith refpcdt to the Chriftian fyftem, as 
taught by our Saviour, and as handed down to 
us in the New Teftament, we may remark, that 
it is purely fpirituaL Whoever impartially, and 
widiout prejudice, examines its origin, its de- 
fign, its maxims, its arms, and its rewards, will 
foon be convinced that from firft to kft, it is 
not of a worldly nature, and that it was never 
defigned to affift mankind in the attainment of 
thofe objeds, which the majority, in all ages of 
the world, have been in the purfuit of; but 
that on the contrary, its grand defign is to en- 
lighten the underftandings, and purify the paf- 
fions of men ; and turn their attention to thofe 
objedts which are not of a temporary, but of an 
eternal duration. 

Our Saviour, when he was fufpeded of en- 
tertaining the fame defigns, which have been 
entertained by interefted fanatics in all ages 5 of 
fetting himfclf at the head of a party to pro- 
mote 



mote his '' temporal intercft: when he was 
charged with claiming the title of king of the 
Jews, gave the following account of the na- 
ture of his kingdom, and of the defign of his 
miffion : " My kingdom is not of this world : 
** if my kingdom was of this world, then would 
** my fervants fight, but now is my kingdom 
" not from hence. For this caufe came I into 
" the worlds that I fliould bear witnefs to the 
** truth. Every one that is of the truth, hear- 
" eth my voice*/* This declaration was made 
by our Lord towards the clofe of his life, when 
he was on trial, juft previous to his crucifixion. 
It may be confidered as a folemn confirmation 
of the fentiments in which he had fo often in- 
ftrudted his difciples. An attention to a few 
of thofe fentiments wiU be fufficient for our 
prefent purpofe. 

Some of the difciples, as it appears, fondly 
imagined that a profeflion of Chriftianity would 
prove advantageous to their temporal concerns ; 
^nd they difcovered at times, fome anxiety to 
fecure fi^r themfelves thofe diftinguiihed pofts 
of honour, to which their profeflion might en- 
title them. Our Saviour, however, totally dif- 
appointed thefe expectations. He told them, 
ver}' plainly, that they had nothing to expeft 

* John, chap. jtix. vcr. 36.. 37. 
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of a temporal nature, from a profeffion of 
Chriftianity ; and abfolutely forbad them to ex- 
crcife, as Chriftians, any fecular authority 
whatever. " Ye know that the princes of this 
** world exercife dominion, and they that are 
*' great exercife authority. But it (hall not be 
** fo among you ; but whofoever will be gre2t 
** among you, let him be your minifter : and 
** whofoever will be chief among you, let him 
** be your fcrvant*." Although he encouraged 
them to proceed with the moft undaunted for- 
titude in , the propagation of the truth, and 
promifed them his gracious prefence and aflift- 
ance, he not only prohibited them from ufing 
the fword, but even from affuming any of thofe 
titks by which the heads of {cd:s have diftin^ 
guifhed themfelvfcs. " The Scribes and the 
** Pharifees— Love to be caUed of men Rabbi ; 
** but be not ye called Rabbi, for one is your 
'^ mailer, even Chrift, and all ye are brethren. 
^' And call no man your jfafher upon the earth, 
** for one is your Father which is in heaven : 
*• Neither be ye called mailers, for one is your 
f ' mailer, even Chriil. But he that is greateil 
'* among you ihall be your fervant. And who- 
*' foever ihall exalt himfelf ihall be abafed, and 

* Matthew^ chap. xx. ver. 25 — 27. 
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^' he thatt (haU huoouble hkoStli ihaH be ex-* 

It is much to be wiflied, that whenever we 
read this account of Chriftianity, we would en- 
deavour to diveft ourfelves, as much as poffiblc, , 
of thofe various prejudices to which we ar^ aH, 
i^ore or lefs .fubjeft, and afk ourfelves a few 
plain queftions. If the kingdom of Chrift is 
not of this world ; if his fervants arc forbidden 
the ufe ef the fword in the propagation of Chrif- 
tianity^ if f hey are charged not to cxercife any 
temporal <lominion.over each other ; if th^ are 
• prdhibited from being called maftcrs, or fathers 
in a fpiritual f^nfe ; or firom giving thefe itides 
t» ntheir fellow ChriiHans ; if the only honour in 
the ChriiUan dburdb i^ fioibe ^rived from ha^ 
milit^tn what ought .^ve to think of all thofe 
charch' eftabliihments which have heen iup- 
ported: by human auSfiOECty^ guanded by fenal 
faniStione, the snemhecs of vdiich have daimed 
the higbieft -officesi land tities» have forcibly de« 



• Matthew, chapter xxiiL v^rfes 7*^12. Call not 0tj^aejmirfaiberi 
The PhaAfccs, no doubt, had this title given them ; and Biihop Wil- 
kizisoUervcs, « Th^t it is a txd^ which ASsuMUfC .fxiests of all 

*• RELIGIONS HAVE GREATLY Af FECTED." 

'Oneisjmtr mafltr^ e^en Chrift, « Jt is remarfcablc tfcat this bccurs 
. " twice in the very fame words (ver. 8 and lo). Our Lord knew ha^ 
** Tcquifitc it w©uld be for us to attend to it, and how ready EVEN Hi$ 
. ** MINISTERS would be to forget it." 

Doddridge's Family ExpoTitor, Vol. II. p. 369. 4t!0 edit* 
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prived mankind of thek liberties ahd properties, 
and have held die fword in their hand, as the 
principal means of preferving their wealth, their 
pdmp, their titles, their authority, their Chris- 
tianity? The plain and explicit languagcf 
of £icred writ authorifes us to affert, that all 
thoie eftahlifhmentB are abfolutely contrary ta 
the nature and deflgn of Chriftianity, and that 
of confequence it is the duty of all true Chrif-4 
tians to bear their proteft againft them. Iji 
SHALL NOT BE SO AMONG YOU, fays our Sa- 
viour. Every church eftablifhment founded on 
human authority, gives our Lord the lih 
DiRE^cT, and infolently returns for anfwei^, Ir 
SHALL BE iso AMONG US ! To the difgtacc of 
the Chriftian world, all feds and parties of 
Chriftians, us they have been in poflcffion of 
civil .power, have ufed it. to advance their fpiri- 
tual power ; and have in a greater or lefs de- 
gree, caft off the authority of their common 
Lord and Mafter, whom they profefled to ferve. 
The Catholic church of Rome — The Epifcopal 
chBr<:hes of England and Ireland — The Pre%- 
terian churches of Scotland, Holland, Switzer- 
land, or elfewhere, muft all plead guilty. Their 
fupporters, whether Popes, or Cardinals, or 
Emperors, or Kings, or Biihops, or Parlia- 
ments, jor Councils, or Convocations, or Ge- 
neral 
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petal A^iemblres, are all of a greater or lt{s txxsg^ 
nitude, pillars of Antichrifl: ; atid rnqfl: all one 
day be throne down and levelled in the duft, 
never to rife any more. As Chrillianity in- 
creafes, they muft neceflarily decreafe*. 

If any thing is wanting to ftrike convidtion 
in our minds, let us go from Scripture to iiif- 
tory, and th^re we fhall fee difplayed in the 
moft glaring and horrid colours, the folly, »and 
the wickednefs of civil religious eftablifhments* 
Previous to their formation, during the three 
iirft centuries of the Chriftian aera, Chrifldanity 
• flouriflied, glorioufly flourifhed, not only with- 
out the fupport of the civil power, but abfb- 
lutely in fpite^of all the methods that power 
made ufe of tq present if. l^ver fince* Chrifti- 
anity was eft^blifhecj, -it, has declined. The 

* As thi« is a fubjcft which few 3>erf©ns have examined, although it 
is of confiderable imponanctr, 'I *beg leave* to refer thofe who,*Kke 
myfelf, read but little^ toiyieor two^perforraances, which I think fuf- 
ficiently deftroy the arguments brought by the advocates for civil religiou* 
cftablifhments. I might here mention Dr. Pricftley't mafterly Letters 
to Mr. Burke (3.d edition) which ^e the more to her admired^ as the 
author has not followed his too common praftice of forcing in his own 
peculiar religious tenets, on ihbjefts of univerfal concern. But as I 
mean to avoid almoft entirely, throughout this chapter, the ufe of dif- 
fenting evidence, I wifh more particularly to recommend, hifliop Hoadly's 
feinous Sermon on " The Nature of Chrift's Kingdom," and Mr. Locke's 
** Letters on Toleration." The former, which was preached at courts 
had the marked approbation of that wife and cKcei lent monarch Gbokqc^ 
THE FIRST. In Mr. Locke's Lettcn the reader will find it demonftrated 
(if there is fuch a thing as demonftration on this fubjedt) thai all ck/U 
religion* efiablijbmenu are ahfilutelj unksmpU 

plant 
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plant is of heavenly origin, and any attempt to 
force it, will only hinder its growth. It is en- 
tirely owing to fuch unhallowed attempts, that 
it now appears in a fickly, declining, droop- 
,ing ftate. What is the hiftory of religious efla- 
blifhments ? It is for the moft part a record of 
the ambition, the cruelty, the folly, the vil- 
lainy of men afluming the charadcr of Chriftian 
minifters, ftyling thcmfelves fervants of the 
church*. Thefe fervants of the church have 
robbed fovercigns of their crowns and fceptres, 
kingdoms of their properties and liberties, and 
devaftation and blood have marked their foot- 
Heps. Let us draw a veil over the whole ; and 
be thankful to Providence for the reformation 
of the fixteenth century in Britain, and for the 
more complete reformation ' of the eighteenth 
century in France. Let us ardently pray, that 
the period may fpeedily arrive, when Antichrift 
fhall be totally deftroycd, and " all the king- 
•* doms of this w«rld," fliall by the Spiritual and 
vidtorious power of the gofpel alone, ** become 
•• the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chrift." 
With refpeft to the reformation of the church, 
which has recently taken place in France, al- 



• Qui Icgit iuftotiam ecdUfiafticam, quid legit nifi vida Epifcopo* 
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though no one can he a greater admirer of it thafl 
myfelf, I confefs it falls fhort of that perfcdiofl 
which may one day be hoped for. The. refor- 
mation of the church will only be complete, 
when Chriftianity is left exa<aiy on that footing, 
on which it flood in the primitive ages. When 
its profeflbrs ceafe to fiipport it frcMn motives of 
worldly iiitereft, many will be induced to ex- 
amine, who now confider it as si mere fyftemof 
prieftcraft. Fair inquiry, and impartiial exami- 
nation, are all that true religion pleads for. The 
various bands of mercenary forces which fur- 
round her, ferve only to hinder her progre/s. 
When they are difcharged, (he will advance by 
virtue of her own divine energy; her conqueil 
will be uninterrupted, her vidory will be com- 
plete, and her triumph will be glorious F 

Whilft I thus freely exprefs my fentiments 
concerning civil eflablifhmcnts of religion, and 
unrefervedly declare my enmity to them irr toto\ 
yet in order to prevent any improper inferences 
being drawn from what I nave advanced, 1 
think it neccffary to add, that a:s men are at 
prefent fituated, it would be improper to at- 
tempt by force, to overthrow any of thofe efb- 
blifhments. The major part of mankind are 
yet in ignorance ; and if that ignorance is more 
to be lamented in one refpeft than another, it if 

in 



[ 227 ] 

ih that which relates to the nature and defign of 
true religion. Men have every where been 
taught by priefts, that fome national reli- 
gion is eflential; it is to the religion already efl:a- 
bliilied, that the majority in almoft every 
country are attached. The principal duty of 
the friends to truth is, to open the eyes of the 
.people, and to perfuade them, if pofiible, to 
examine, and judge for themfelves : to lay be- 
fore them fuch evidence, fuch indifputable fadts, 
as may convince them how miferably they have 
been deluded. In proportion as they become 
enlightened, they will become reformed. Un- 
der a free government, where the legiflative 
body is fairly and frequently elefted by the peo- 
ple, the latter will naturally £x their choice on 
perfons to reprefent them, whofe general fenti- 
.ments on religion, as well as on other fubjedls, 
are iimikr to their own. Reformation will thus 
advance of courfe, and all violent meafures will 
/be avoided. Men who underftand the principles 
of Chriftianity, will ever remember, that the 
** weapons of their warfare are not carnal ;*' 
that they Kave no occafion for fuch inftruments 
as perfecuting, or penal laws, or ignorant and 
riotous mobs. Should meafures be adopted that 
may tend to remove any of thofe innovations 
which infefl the church, and fliould they be 
0^2 openly 
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openly oppofed^ al! the confiificni wliidi mijr 
enfue, will be chargeable chi the fupporters of 
fach innovations ; and ihould the j ever dare to 
make i:^e ef violence, it will be the duty <^ the 
civil magiftrate to interfere^ and to enforce the 
£indfon of the legiflature. But a» hag as peo^ 
pie think religious efbUiihinentB neceffiuy, and 
wiDt remain content to pay for them, let them 
enjoy fueh precious inftitutions. Reformation 
ihould only be carried on, as the majesty of the 
people will bear it. 

On thefe general principles the reformers of 
Great Britain, two centuries fince, and the pre- 
fent reformers iaFrance appear to have proceed- 
ed. The fiffl went as far as they could in their 
day ; they died in the hope that their fucceflbrs 
would have completed the uniinifhed work. Far 
from entering into their great and noble views, 
we have long lofl fight of their very firft princi- 
ples. The church of England is, at the prefent 
period lefs reformed, in fome refpedfcs, than 
when it firft emerged from the thick darknefs 
of-popery*. We boaft of the enlightened age 
in which we live, but have not recent events 
fully proved, that our eyes are too weak to 



• If the reader ihould doubt thb aflertion, I muft requdt him l» 
fufpend his judgment, till he has fiaiihed this chspter* 

bear 
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bter anydiing but twiUght? The Wronger 
nys which have been let into the eyes of a 
nej^boufing natiofi, have dreadfully alarmed 
manyamongft us. Fearful of the lights and 
feeling pain oA its fudden approach, they have, 
like owls, fet up a horrible fcreeching. 

Happily for the general caufe of truth, the 
minds of the majority of the French were pre-> 
pared for that great event, which has lately 
taken pkce» The National AfTembly embrac- 
ed and improved the happy moment. The 
church of France is now fo far reformed, th^t 
it rivals all the other churches of Europe ; not 
in fplendour and riches, but what is infinitely 
better, in its conformity to the church in the 
earlier ages of ChrifHanity, 

As the fundamental principles on which the 
AfTembly have proceeded to refo;^ the church 
have been moft feverely reprobited ; I (hall, be- 
fore I enter into the particulars of that reform, 
attempt a general vindication of their conduct. It 
is a matter of great importance ; the very right 
of the Aflembly having been difputed. If, how- 
ever, the legiilative power has not an abfolute 
authority over the efbblifhed church, we may, 
in every country, bid farewel to all hopes of 
reformation for the future* 

QjJ With 
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With refpeft to church eftablifhments in 
general; I beg leave to lay it down as a fund- 
amental axiom — ^That the legifktive body w^, 
in all countries have the right to £brm» model, 
or new model the National church. The law in 
this refpedt, as well as ©very other, ought to 
be " The expreffion of the general will." If 
the people choofe to have an eflablifhed church, 
nobody can difputc their right to one. Their 
fentimen ts may be wrong, and we ought to en- 
deavour to reftify them. If the body of the 
people are refolvcd to commit their fpiritual 
concerns to the management of their lawgivers, 
it is the right, and the duty of the latter, to 
provide for their wants, agreeable to their 
wiflies*. 

The inftruftion and improvement of the peo- 
ple in religious knowledge and virtue, are ^the 
ends which ought conftantly to be held in view. 
As the dcfign of religion, mpre efpecially of 



''' In thus allowing the ^^jr/^^Z/^^-y of civil eftablifhmcnts of religion* I 
wilh not to be mifunderftood. Thcit arc I cenccive, only two cafes, in 
which Icgiflative authority ought to be admitted. The one is in the re- 
formation of cftablifhmcnts already cxiftingj and the other in the forma- 
tion of a new cdablifhment, when a community exprefsly defircs it. In 
the latter cafe, this tftablifliment ought not to be fupportcd in any degree 
whatever, by thofe who dilTcnt from it. Its mmiftcrs ought not to be 
paid out of the common national ftock, but folely by thofe who are its 
profeflcd members. If any one (hould alk, How long could fuch an 
eftabliflunent exift ? I anfwcr j Juft as long as it ou^bt to exift. 

chriili- 
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chrlftiani^, is to prevent the fpread of corrup- 
tion, and to renovate mankind, whenever men 
are entrufted with the formation or the preferva* 
tion of a religious eftablifhment, the fame grand 
defign ought to be purfued. Religion fhould 
never be turned into an engine of ftate, or per«^ 
verted into afyftem of corruption. What may beft 
tend to promote inftruftion and improvement, 
without any regard to the fccular intereft of any 
individuals, is all that an upright legiflature will 
attend to. This obfervation will hold good in 
every country under heaven ; and it is upon this 
ground only^ that any religious eftablifhment 
can be vindicated. It is this plain and fimple 
idea which we fhould take care always to preferve 
in our minds, as it may preferve us from fome 
very dangerous fentiments which are now in- 
culcated, with great induftry, in this country. 
I am happy however to remark, that fome of 
our moft moderate churchmen, have confidered 
this matter in the fame light as I have endea-^ 
voured to place it. The fentiments of Arch- 
deacon Paley on this fubjedt, fb well illuftrate 
what I have advanced, that I cannot but prefent 
them to my readers. ** A religious eflablifh- 
*« ment (fays this writer) is no part ofchrijli^ 
<* anityy it is only the means of inculcating it. 
«♦ The authority therefore of a cliurch cflablifh-. 
0^4 ^' ment^ 
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«^ ment^ is founded in its utility : and wli^never 
** upon this principle we deliberate concerning 
«' the form, propriety, or comparative exceUeqpjr 
" of different eftablifhments, the fingle view un- 
*^ der which we ought to confider any of them» 
'* is that of a fchemc of ififtruftion ; the finglo 
*^ end we ought to propofe by them is, the pre-? 
*' fervation and communicajtion of reUgiotw 
** knowledge. Every other idea, and every 
" other end that have been mixed with this, as 
*' the making of the church an engine or even 
an ally of the ftate ; converting it into the 
means of ftrengthening or diiFufing influence^ 
or regarding it as a fupport of regal in oppqfi-* 
tion to popular forms of government, hgve 
** ferved only to debafe the inftitution, and tp 
" introduce into it numerous corruptions and 
«abufes*." 

Agreeable to thefc fentiments, the National 
Aflembly, when forming a civil conftitution 
for the people, very naturally turned their 
attention towards an ecclefiaflical conftitu- 
tion ; or in other words a conftitution, ** for 
** the prefervation and communication of re- 
^* ligious knowledge." They very wifely 2^ndL 
truly judged, that the old eftabliihment was fo 

# Moral nd Political Philofophy. Vol. II. p. 304. 306. 

&r 
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fiir from anfwering thcfe important ends, that 
it product the direct contrary : that it had been 
the principal means of preventing the fpread of 
i^nowledge^ and of keeping the people in igncn** 
aace and vice. 

But our high churchmen in England arc 
alarmed at the very idea of reformation 5 they 
therefore join with the ariftocratics of France, 
in attacking the right of the National Affembly, 
even to touch the church ; and left the good 
people of this country (hould begin to think a 
reformation of their own church neceflary, they 
aiiert, that the church as by law eftablifhed, 
is an independent community; that this inde^ 
pendent community has formed an alliance with 
the ftate, or with the civil magiftrate ; that they 
are infeparably united, and are under mutual 
engagements to aflift each other ; that any at- 
tack on the one, is to be confidered as an attack 
on the other: and to fo high a pitch has this 
dodlrine been fcrewed up, that a modern prelate 
has had the alTurance to afiert, that any attempt 
to procure even the repeal of penal laws, which 
he apprehends are neceflary to the fecurity of 
the church, is an attempt to overturn the con- 
ilitution, civil and ecclefiaftical; and plainly hints 
to his Sovereign, that he has no right to al- 
ient to fuch a repeal, as in iuch cafe he would 

break 



break his coronation oath*. Fronri fuch lan- 
guage, the people of this country may learn 
what they have to exped, fhould they ever 
think it neceflary to demand a reformation of 
the church : according to this do<ftrine, neither 
Kings, Lords, and Commons united, have the 
right to meddle with it. The church claims a 
fovereign independent authority, and all the le- 
giflative power in the kingdom has no right to 
didate, or to make laws for its better regula- 
tion* It is however to be hoped, that the peo- 
ple of this country are not fo deplcuably prieft- 
ridden, as to give credit, or pay any attention 
to fuch fentiments : — fentiments which I will be 
bold to fay, are as falfe as they are unconftitu- 
tional. 

I beg leave to afk our high church fenatics, 
what church is it, that is infeparably connedled 
with the ftate ? If I aik this queftion in Eng-i 
land, I fhall undoubtedly be told, the Epiicopal 
Church ; if I crols the Tweed, I (hall then he 
anfwered the Prcfby terian Church ; if I fail over 
the Atlantic, and put the queftion to the Cana- 
dians, I fliall be told the Catholic Church-f--— ^ 

The 

• See BilhojjHoiflcy*s Review of the Cafe of the Protcftant Diffentcrs. 
p. 56. 

■f Is the church of Ireland, as at prcfciit cllablifhed, ncccCTarily con* 
ncctcd with the ftatc ?-— 1 hope not. Nothing can be more unjuft, than • 

that 
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The le^ature has thought proper at different 
periods to form thcfe refpedtive eftablifliments, 
and the fame legiflature may alter and reform 
them, as it may judge moft fuitable to the wants 
and wifhes of the inhabitants of the different 
countries. The Britifh conftitution, and the 
conftant pradice of our anceflors proclaim aloud, 
that the church fo far from being the ally, is 
nothing more than the mere creature of the ftate, 
to be difpoied of at pleafure ; and that the 
bifhops and clergy are like other fervants of the 
ftate, employed and paid as it may direft, and 
are equally refponfible for their conduft. The 
late Lord Cheflerfield very jufUy obferves, 
•* That the clergy in every country are like aU 
** other fubjeBs^ dependant upon the fupremc 
** legiflative power; and are appointed by that 
'♦ power, under whatever reflriftions and limi- 
" tations it pleafes, to keep up decency and dc- 
" corum in the church, juji as conjlables are t9 
•* ieep peace in the parijh^.'* 

that a church (hould be eftabliihcd, and endowed with rich biflsopncs (in 
general richer than thofe in England) and yet the members of that church 
not compofc ^ fifth part of the nation. — As this perhaps is the only place 
in which I Ihallhave occaHon to allude to our fiftcr kingdom, I will ex- 
prcfs my hopes, that as the Irifh are as much concerned in the great objects 
of a parliamentary, and a church reform as we are, they will exert them- 
fclves with their ufual prudence and fortitude. They have QBly to aft a» 
tfacy did a few years back, and their grievances will foon be redrclTcd. 
♦ Lord Chcfterficld's Letters. Vol. IV. p. ^5. 

The 
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The independency of the church, and its bte- 
ing an ally to the ftate, is not, I confefs, a novel 
dodrine. It has been the fevouritc do^me of 
high churchmen in all ages. But the ftatc has 
often taken the liberty of contradiding it, and 
thankful ought we to be that it has done fo,— 
If it had not, we fhould, in all probabUity, have 
been immerfed in popifh darknefs and fuperiU- 
tion ; for it is a well known fad, that the moft 
important reforms in Great Britain have been 
eflfefted by the ftate, in oppofition to the church. 
In the reign of king Edward the Sifth, the ma- 
jority of the biftiops and inferior clergy were 
on the fide of popery, and it was the parliament 
alone, without the clergy, which eftabUfhed 
what is called the reformed liturgy. At the ac* 
ceflion of Queen Elizabath, when the reforwa-* 
tion was refumed, the univerfitics were fo en- 
tirely attached to the old fyftem, that there were 
fcarce two of the fame opinion with the re- 
formers. As to the bifliops and clergy (fays 
bifliop Cox) they were unanimous for popery ^^rm 
as a rock. Thefe examples are only a few fe- 
Icfted from a great variety : they are fufficicnt 
for the purpofe, to (hew that the church has no 
claim to the proud title of an ally to the ftate, 
but is entirely fubje<5t to it. High churchmen 
themfelves are fometimes forced to confefs the 
2 mortifying 
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txibrtifying truth. Df . Warburton, after all he 
has written on *• The alliance between church 
«' and ftatc/' frankly owns, " That the chufch 
** hath refigned her independency, and made 
*• the magiftrate her fupreme head ; without 
•* whofe approbation and allowance flie can di- 
** reft, order, and decree nothing, and that the 
•* clergy are now under the magiftrate's dircc- 
*• tion*." In fliort, our legiflature can do 
any ^ing with the church, in whatever part 
of the Britifli dominions it may be fituated. 
Prudence «may did:ate meafures according 
to circumftances; but the right to purfue 
whatever meafures may be thought eligi- 
ble, is firm and unalterable* Judge Blacks 
Aonet notwithflanding his well known attach^ 
ment to the eftablifliment, aflerts, ** That an 
•• zGt of parliament to repeal or to alter the aft 
of uniformity in England, or to eftablifh cpif- 
copacy in Scotland, would doubtlefs, in point 
of authori^, be fufficiently valid, and not- 
withftanding fuch an adt, the union would 
*• continue unbroken*|-." When the bifliop of 
St. Davids reminds us, ** That to maintain and 
•• preferve inviolably the fettlement of the 

* Warinirtoa's Alliance* p. 74. 87. 
t Coitmienuriesy VoL I. p. 98. note* 

** church 
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«* church of England, is si part of the coronation 
** oath /' it is proper to remind him in return, 
rfiat this engagement of the fovereign is nothing 
more, than to maintain and preferve the laws 
which relate to the church, in the fame man- 
ner as the laws of any other community : and 
this oath is abfolutely neceflary. Arbitrary 
princes have generally found bifhops and cler- 
gymen to flatter and to perfuade them that they 
were above the law ; and it would be eafy » to 
refer to certain periods in our hiftory, when the 
conftitution, by the machinations of the court 
and the church, was in danger of being over- 
turned, and the Proteftant eftablifhment alter- 
ed to a popifh one, merely by a ftretch of royal 
prerogative. It was therefore perfedtiy right in 
our anceftors to declare that the church (hould 
be governed in the fame manner as any other 
corporate body, by law : The laws therefore 
relative to the clergy are like our other laws ; 
they may be continued or repealed, as the Ic- 
giflature may fee fit. 

Epifcopacy was in the laft century abolifhed 
by ad of parliament in Scotland, agreeable to 
the wi(hes of the North Britons ; and Ajiould 
the South Britons ever requeft a fimilar favour, 
the legiflature have an undoubted right to grant 

it; 
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it ; and were our Gracious Sovereign to afient 
to fuch a meafure, he would have an equal right 
Jo to do, as to affent to the repeal of any of our 
civil lavvTfi. Let not churchmen be alarmed at 
fuch a fuppoiition. State epifcopacy will pro- 
bably kit tAeir time, though I am inclined to 
think it will not laft much beyond it. 

I have dwelt the longer on this fubjedt, as it 
Is' of peculiar importance to us Britons. The 
dodbrine of the independency of the national 
church would tend to eftablifli an imperium in 
imperio^ to overturn the fupremacy of the Britifh 
legiflature \ and would prove a moft efFedual 
bar to any reform in the church, or to any ex- 
tenfion of religious liberty out of it. Happy for 
us, that it is both falfe and unconftitutional. 

The clergy of the church of France appear, 
till the late revolution, to have had high ideas 
of their fuperiority to the reft of their fellow 
fubjeifts, and of their independence of the civil 
magiftrate. In the laft reign, there were fomc 
whifpers abroad of an enquiry into the value of 
the church pofleflions, and the clergy had a hint 
from the king on the fubjed:. In their anfwer 
they afferted their independence, and trufted 
that \m majefty '* would not infift on their 
** rendering any account of their poflcffions, be? 
" caufe that would be to level them to the con- 

** dition 
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«* dltion of his other fubjeds*/* Thtfy have 
been fince taught to think of thftmielVes nidr^ 
JWberly. The National Aflembly havfe pretty 
well brought down their proud ftomachs^ and 
it is to be hoped they have now juft fentimehts 
of their fituation and their duty. This is their 
only way to be really refpefted. Ecclefiaftics, 
when they move in their proper fphere, and 
are attentive to their proper calKng, may be 
ufeful to fociety, and in thus humbling themn* 
felves, they will certainly be exalted. The 
French church will in future anfwer its end of 
being ferviceable in communicating religious 
knowledge and inftru€lion, and by this means 
will be juftly efteemed and honoured. 

With refpedt to the new eftablifliment ; the 
conftitution fays but little on the fubjeft, and 
for this obvious reafon ; The National Aflembly 
coniider the church in a fimilar point of view 
with that of any other public body, which may 
b& regulated at all times by the legiflative ailem-* 
blies. The conftitutional articles declare the 
tbfolute dependence of the church on the flatet 
and are defigned to prevent its again ufurping 



' * The Rterend body on this occafion, like their brethren ift all*^.^ 
while afl*eiting their own independence^ wtte preachine up tbe mot 
ibbnuffivc and abjcdt dependence of the laity. * 

the 
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the power it was lately in poirefiio& of. Thofc 
articles I fhall now difcufs ; I (hall then point 
out the legiflative decrees, by which the church 
is at prcfent regulated. I fhall compare the 
fituation of the church of England, with that 
of the church of France, and fronx the com- 
parifon, my readers will be able to determine, 
whether in ecclefiaftical, as well as in political 
concerns, the French have not fet us an exam^ 
pie which we (hould do well to follow. 

The principal articles which we find in the 
conftitution, refpeSiing the church, are thofe 
which relate to the property, by which it has 
been hitherto fupported, and to that property 
by which it is to be fupported in future. 

" Property, deflined to the expence of wor- 
** (hip, and to all (ervices of public utili^, be- 
^^ longs to the nation, and (hall at all times be 
^* at its diipofal. The falaries of the minifters 
** of the Catholic religion, who are paid, pre- 
** ferved, eledled, or named in virtue of the 
** decrees of the National Con(tituent A(rem- 
*' bly, form a part of the national debt*.*' 

• Conftitution, p. 12. 78. The legiflative decrees have exprefsly 
yarded againft che invaiion of the property belonging to the Proteftanr, 
or any other religious communities, which diifcnt from the eftablilhed 
church. As they have nothing to do with the religious cftabiiihmcnty 
that cftablilbment has nothing to do with them* 

R To 
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To thofe whofe minds are not tainted with 
prejudice, little need be faid to prove the juHice 
of the National AffemWy on this occaiion. If 
the legiflative power of any country ibmis a 
church eftaWifliment ; if the miniftcrs of that 
cftablifhment are paid like other fervants of the 
public, it follows of courfe, that the fame le- 
giflative power has the abfolute right to all the 
public property by which the church is at any 
time maintained. As this has been diiputed,^ 
and as the affembly have been much reviled for 
thus declaring all church property the property 
of the nation, it may not be amifs if we enquire 
a little into the nature of ecclefiaftical poflefr 
fions ; which enquiry may, perhaps, enable us 
properly to underftand the fubjed. 

With regard to the property of the church 
of France, or any other eftablifhcd church, it 
may be divided into two clafles y The firft com-* 
prifes that part which is immediately paid by 
the public ; fuch as tithes, lands, or eilates of 
any kind, appropriated l^ the fupreme power 
for the maintenance of the faid eftablifhment. 
As to all this fpecies of property, furely no one 
can difpute that the fame power which gave, 
has a right to refume it. The clergy, in all 
countries, have done, it is to be hoped, with 

the 
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the nonfenfe of Jus Drutnum j and that they 
are too wife to talk of inherent right, or td 
claim any public property, without the exprefi 
and declared permiffion of the government they 
are under. All property granted by the fu- 
preme power, for the fupport of any public 
body of men, may be regulated, or refumed, jufl: 
as circimiflances render eligible. All religious 
eftabli£hments are fuppofed to be formed and 
continued for the benefit of the people ; and that 
power which has a right to form them, has the 
right in all refped:s to regulate them, fo that 
they may befl anfwer the grand end propofed. 

. The other fpecies of property by which the 
church has been fupported is ; gifts or grants 
from individuals, either in their life-time, or by 
bequefl after their death. I fhall not here en-i 
quire (although it may be worth the enquiry) 
how this property has been in different ages^ 
and countries, acquired. Every body knows 
what an admirable contrivance the religion of 
Rome has been for picking of pockets, and for 
gulling people out of their eflates, to the great 
lois of their £imilies and relatives. Had it not 
been for our flatute oi Mortmain, it was thought 
the clergy would have fhortly been in polfeilioii 
of the greater part of the landed property in the 
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kingdom • But whatever methods were made 
ufe of to compel men to part with their fub- 
ftancc; I will venture to maintain that this fpe- 
cies of property from the moment it was ac- 
quired by the church, was, to all intents and 
purpofes, public property ; and that it mingled 
with the general mafs appropriated to one and 
the fame end. It muft therefore be confidered 
in the fame light as any other kind of public 
property. We had lately a worthy, public- 
fpirited man, who leift five hundred pounds to 
the finking fund, to be confolidated with ]t» 
and applied to the fame purpofe£[. This fum 
mufl now take its fate with that fund in what- 
ever manner it may be applied. Every man 
who leaves his money to the public ; to church 
or ftate; leaves it to the difpofal of the fupreme 
power, who, it is fuppofed, will make the bcft 
ufe of it, for the good of the community. An 
appeal to the hiftory of our own church, will 
afford us ample evidence of the jufKce of the 
late ecclefiaflical proceedings in France; and 
the condudl of our clergy, from the reforma- 
tion down to the prefent day, however it may 
contradid their language, proves that they ha- 
bitually confent to the fentiments we have ad- 
vanced. 

It 
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It is unneceflary to revert to the diiliniftions 
I have pointed out in ecclefiaftical property *, let 
me afk a few queftions refpeding the whole. 
Has not the Proteftant church of England, for 
upwards of two centuries paft, held in poffeflion 
property, the greater part of which was ex- 
prefsly defigned for the maintenance of apopifh 
church ? This is fuch a ferious matter, that it 
furely muft ftrike home to the bofoms, more 
particularly of our dignified clergy. How is it 
poffible that the mitres of our archbifhops and 
bifliops, fhould fit eafy on their moft reverend^ 
and right reverend heads ; or that the different 
orders pf the clergy fhould, with fuch fcrupu- 
lous confciences as they are well known to pof- 
fefs, enjoy their various preferments, unlefs it 
is upon thefe general principles, that the flate 
has the undoubted right to regulate, change, 
alter, or model the church, and to apply its 
property a3 ia its wifdom it may fee fit ? If 
this is not admitted, an inference, which fome 
men would do well to confider, is unavoidable : 
Our clergy, one and all, from the Archbifliop 
pf Canterbury through the different ranks, are 
fpiritiial ufurpers, in pofleflion of property ori- 
ginally defigned for others perfons, and for dif« 
fcrent purpofes. 

R 3 The 
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The arguments of the enemies of the Na- 
tional AffemUy, are as partial and inconfiftent, 
as they are erroneous. Mr. Burke, I believe, 
goes ferther than any Proteftant (if he is one) 
in vindicating the old popifti eftablifliment, and 
in reprobating the refumption of its property. 
But after all he has faid, it is eafy to perceive 
he has not perfedHy learnt his leffon. Why has 
he not faid a word againft the feizurc of Ae 
property, the fuppreffion of the order, and the 
expulfion of the perfons of his old friends the 
Jesuits; ameafiire promoted by the church 
of France, as well as other Catholic churches ? 
What has the bifliop of Rome, (poor man) 
done to oiFend Mr. B. ? On the contrary, has 
not his Holinefs fliewn the fame malice, though 
he has not ufed the fame abufive language, 
againft the affembly as that gentleman ? Do not 
their hearts beat in perfeft unifon? Have not 
the French legiflators " facrilegioufly robbed 
♦* and plundered'' the head of the church of up- 
wards of three hundred thoufand pounds fterl- 
ing, which he annually received from the peo- 
ple ? Have they not ftripped him of all his 
authority ? If Mr. B, is confiftent, he will 
fupply former omiffions, and fhortly appear as 
the champion of the Pope, and the Jefuits, as 
well as of the old Popifli clergy, 

Trutli 
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Truth is valuable from whatever quarter it 
may come; andjuftice ought to be done even 
to thole who have no fcruple in ading unjufUy 
towards their fellow-creatures. We hope the 
clergy in all countries^ are getting rid of thofe 
unjuft fentiments by which they have ufually 
been actuated. But may it not be aiked ; has 
there ever^ fince die creation^ been a body of 
men who have loft all diftindions of right and 
wrong, not only with regard to the property, 
but to the Uberties and the lives of men, like 
the clergy in almof): every age? The malfacre 
of Paris ; the revocation of the edidt of Nantz ; 
the perpetual perfecution of the Proteftants in 
France— ^the fufferings of the Puritans in Eng- 
land, in the reigns of Elizabeth, James, and 
Charles the Firft, and of the Non-conformifts 
under Charles the Second ; the unceafing op- 
pofition which has ever fince been difcovered to 
their complete toleration — Thefe few, feledbid 
from numberlefs inflances, are fufficient to Ih * 
the very tender regard that churchmen have had, 
not only to the property, but to the liberties 
and lives of others*. Let the laity, be careful 

how- 



• Perhaps it will be faid, that the different fe^bries, when they were 
in poffcfllon of power, at the conclufion of Charles the Firft's reign, and 
during the interregnum, (hewed the fame pcrfecuting principles as their 
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however, not to Icam injuftice from their oppref- 
fors. On the contrary, let us pray that the 
rifings of revenge may be fubdued ; that a large 
portion of that fpirit peculiar to true Chriftianity, 
and v^hich teaches us to love our enemies, may 
ever prevent our being contaminated by the bad 
examples they have fet us. 

If the National Ailembly wanted an extraordi* 
nary plea for their condud in refuming die 
church pofleffionsr that of necessitv might 
be ufed with a much better grace than we find 
it in general has been. But I never was fond 
of fuch an argument ever fince I read the con-- 
jefture of Milton, that it was firft invented by 
the GRAND ENEMY of mankind, as an apology 
for the mifchief he was about to introduce in tht 
world, by tempting our firft parents 5 

*< He with ncceffity, 
^* The tyrant's pica, cxcusM his dcvilifli deeds.'* 

" Juftice ihould ever precede neceffity, in ac- 
tions of a public, as well as of a private nature. 

prcdcccflbrt. The truth of this muft, in part, be acknowledged : for 
although the ** Loins" of the Prefhyterian and Independent ufurpen, 
were not fo thick as the " Little fingers" of either their predeccffors or 
Ibcccfforsj yet they difplayed enough of tyranny, to make us very 
cautious of trailing any denomination of men with ecdefiaftkal 
power. The great Milton, in fome of his profe writings, expofcs 
very juftly, the intolerant principles of men whofc general caufc be 
Vras a friend to. The hiftory of thofc unhappy times, fervcs to confirm 
the fentiments I have advanced io tlie beginning of this chapter. 

If 
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If wc once lofc a fenfe of the former, we know 
not to what lengths we may be hurried by the 
latter. The proceedings of the National Af- 
fembly were founded not only on political rights 
but on political jujlice^. Juftice required that 
the preffing wants of the ftate ifaould be fupplied ; 
and how this was to be done without bringing 
die church property to market, the wit of man 
could not devife. Bankruptcy ftared the 
nation in the face; and io hopelefs was the 
iituation of the finances,that fome of the arifto* 
cratic party, advifed the National Aflembly not 
to think of retrieving them, but abfolutely to 
declare the nation bankrupt % and to addrefs his 
majefty, informing him that he had called 
them together too latey that it was impoifible 
to difcharge debts formerly contracted ; and that 
all they could do was to provide for the future. 
The ailembly, to their honour, declared that 
the debts having been contracted by the king in 
the name of the nation, they were bound to 
confider them as public, and that the man who 
ihould dare to pronounce the word bankruptcy, 

* I win not pretend to fay wlu^t was the motive of the . Duke of 
Richmond, for informing the bi(hops at the commencement of the 
Ameiican war, « That if the people wanted money, they knew where 
*< to kwk for it." But as his Grace is now high in office, perhaps it may be 
. )uft neceflary to remind him, that ftnce the above period, the people are 
one hundred millions deeper in debt, and are loaded annually with 
additional taxes to the aroouat of eight millions. 

fhould 
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fhould be counted infamous. A flriking proof 
of the fuperior regard to juftice in the new 
government^ than in the old. The one had 
frequently broken their engagements with the 
public, the other refolved to preferve natic^al 
faith inviolable. But how was this to be done ? 
Neither defpotic or popular authority, could 
compel a nation ground down by oppreflion, 
to pay even the exifting taxes : the very attempt 
to have levied new impofitions would only have 
been the projed: of wickednefs and madnefs 
united; and when Mr. Burke intimates that 
" New impofitions mighteafily have beenmade,'' 
he difcovers his total ignorance of the fitua^ 
tion, and of the difpofition of the French 
people. 

In fuch a fituation, political jufUce demand- 
ed, that the property of the public fhould 
be applied in fuch a manner as to prevent dif- 
grace and ruin. The church pofleflions (les 
biens nationaux) were therefore brought forward, 
the fale of them was decreed, and assignats 
upon their credit were iiTued. Mr. Burke» 
with his ufual penetration, difcovered that the 
propofed fale of the church lands was only a 
bubble. His language is ; ** In reality, and 
** in a fair fenfe, the lands of the church (fb 
•* far as any thing certain can be gathered from 
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«* their proceedings,) are not to Be foid at all. 
•' By the late reiolutions of the National Af- 
*' fcmbly, they are indeed to be delivered to 
" the higheft bidder. But it is to be obferved, 
** that a certain portion only of the purchaife 
** money is to/ be kid down. A period ci 
** twelve year? is to be given for the payment 
** of the reft/ The philofophic purchafers are 
•* therefore^ on payment of a fort of fine, to be 
** put in^antly into poffeffion of the eftate. It 
*^ becomes in ibme refpedts a fort of gift, to be 
** h^d on the feudal tenure of zeal to the new 
eftabliihment. This project is evidently to 
*• let in a body of purchafers without money*.*' 
Mr. B. has omitted, whether defignedly or not I 
leave others to determine, one trifling circum- 
ftance, which is, that the purchafers, after their 
firft depofit of twelve per cent, are to pay the 
remainder by inftalments every year, and after 
^he firft year, five per cent intereft, till the 
lie of the original price is difcharged. It 
willlhiselybe acknowledged by every unpreju- 
diced perfonT^hat this was a prudent, as well 
as a beneficial mode of difpofing of fo large a 
mafs of property-f. 

* Reflections, p. 182— >i83. 

t The iDferior pn3peny9 fuch as rents, obligations, &c. b paid for 
by difierent inftalments, the laft of which muft be made within tw« years 
aii4 ten months from the time of purchafe. 

PcpretsderAflemU^eNaoonale dcsi4Mai| ^ 17 Nov. 1790* 
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' Were we to form our judgment from what 
Mr. Burke has been pleafed to reveal to us con- 
cerning the fale of the church polfeffions, wc 
fhould fuppofe the whole to be nothing but a 
fcheme of intrigue^ and juggling, concerted be- 
tween the moft confummate villains, who had 
feized the public property to anfwer their own 
private purpofes. I will not infult the reader 
by quoting language, as falfe as it is injurious. 
Nothing can be more juft than the manner in 
which this great national proje<9: is executed. 
Every circumftance relative to the mode of dif- 
pofal and application, is open, fair, and ho- 
nourable. The mod public notice is given by 
advertifements in the papers, and by pofting 
bills in the moft frequented places, of the intend^r 
ed fales, with particulars of the eft^tes and 
effeds: the fales are by public audion. Having 
attended fome of them, I will venture to aflure 
Mr. Burke, that fliould be ever be inclined to 
become one of the " philofophic purchafers," 
he will be treated as fairly, and as politely, as 
any of the reft. The affignats, paid in as de-? 
pofits, are cancelled ; and lifts, containing the 
number and defcription of each, are hung up 
in a public hall, and may be examined by any 
one. Even this is not thought fufficient. The 
cancelled affignats are afterwards burnt in the 

moft 
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uioft public manner poffiblc. This ceremony 
is pcrforaied in the court of the Caijfe d'extror 
dinairey at noon day. The populace form 
themfelves in a circle, and a grate pierced 
on all fides is placed in the midft. Two 
of the commiflioners of the treafufy, and two 
of the deputies of the National Aflcmbly, attend 
on the occafion. The door of the grate is un- 
locked by one of them, the affignats, brought 
in fmall packets, are untied, and thrown in, 
and the door is again locked. Proclamation is 
then made of the amount ; the fire is kindled, 
and the aflignats are confumed; tlie grate is 
turned on all (ides, and the afhes diilributed to 
the winds. When warming myfelf by fome of 
thefe ccclefiaftical bonfires, I have felt happy in 
reflcding, that inftead of living in thofe dread- 
ful times, when fires were lighted by the clergy, 
and human viftims were confumed, I was re- 
ferved for the prefent period, when the vaft, 
accumulated, ill acquired property of that body, 
is devoted to the welfare of the people. 

Upwards of fixty millions fterling of this 
property have been fold .at two thirds, on an 
average, higher than its original valuation. 
Twenty millions fterling of aflignats have been 
paid in for depofits,and for the full amount of fome 
of the eftates ; the purchafers frequently prefer 

making 
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making the whole of the payment at once, as hy 
this means they fave the intereft* 

We fee what refpcdl is due to Mr. Burke's 
predi&ions : " The lands of the church are not 
«• to be fold at all : they are a fort of gift to be 
** held on the feudal tenure of zeal to the new 
** eftablifhment. This "^projeft is evidently to 
*' let in , a body of purchafers without money /^ 
As {launch a friend as Mr. Burke may be to 
the old popiih eftabliihment^ I hope he does 
not pretend to a grain of its infallibility. 

How this great operation in finance may 
terminate, it is impoflible yet to fay 3 it is fuf- 
ficient for me to obferve, that it has hitherto 
anfwered the grand ends propofed. The de- 
ficiencies of the taxes have been fupplied, the 
payments of the dividends on the public debts^ 
which previous to the revolution were fufpend* 
cd, are now as regularly nniade as the dividends 
at the bank of England. The fiinds have arifcn 
from twenty to thirty per cent, and a national 
bankruptcy, with all its horrors, has been 
avoided*. 

It was not only the political but the religious 
interefts of the people, which required the 



• The public will fliortly be favoured with an accurate account of the 
Frwich finances, by Mr. Chriftic, in his fe«ond volume of Letters on the 
Revolution. 

refump- 
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refumption of the church pofTeffions. Mr. 
Burke has given us a melancholy account of the 
religious ftate of the French nation; and if we 
may credit him, the people are, with few ex- 
ceptions, .atheifts, infidels, and profligates. It 
is to be wifhed he had traced, with fome de« 
gree of accuracy, the caufe of this degene- 
racy of &ith and manners. This is a matter 
which deferves a very ferious enquiry, and I 
wi{h fbme perfon of ability and impartiality^ 
would give it that attention it deferves. Per- 
haps it might be found that the vices of the 
French, proceed rather from thoughtleffnefs 
than from depravity ; from want of fettled prin<- 
ciples, than from the adoption of bad principles. 
9tit whatever may be the caufe, I muft ac- 
knowledge, that if I have any doubts with re- 
fpe<^ to the jftability of the revolution, they 
proceed not from the enemies of the people, but 
iblely from the people themfelves; leil they 
fhcold not be regenerated in their fentiments and 
manners, as well as in their government ; lefl 
they fhould not poflefs that elevation of foul^; 
that patriotifm ; thofe virtues which have, in 
fo remarkable a manner, animated their le- 
giflators^. But what has been the caufe of 

the 

• Mr. Burke quotes a fpeech of Mr Rabaud de St. Eticnne, for the 
(uipofe of ridicule. It however conuuss truths of the grcateft impor- 
tance: 
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the degeneracy complained of? Is it the decrees 
of the National Aflcmbly ? No : I defy any 
man to mention the decree which attacks a 
iingle religious principle, loofens one moral tie, 
or countenances any profligate action. Or if 
there had been decrees of fuch tendency^ it is 
impoflible they could, in the fhort compafs of a 
year or two, have anfwered the end of dege« 
ncrating the people at large* 

Theologians have difputed tnuch concerning 
the nature and eflleds of divme grace ; whether 
its operations in the converfion of i £nner from 
vice to virtue, are inftantaneous and irrefiftibk : 
but furely no one ever maintained^ that it is 
poflible for any human, or even infernal agency, 
to pervert many mfllioni of men, ahnoft irre« 
fiftibly and inftantaneoufly^ from virtue to vice. 
The queftions then are, how catoe atheifin, 
infidelity and profligacy, to be thus prevalent ? 
What has been the fituation of the French as 
to the means of infliradion ? Have they had no 
churches, no paftors, no teachers ; has the ilate 
made no provifion for their religious wants? 
The plain anfwer to thefe queftions muft be ; 

tance : fpcaking of the old government, he fays, " Tout les foibliflemens 
<^ en France courronnent le malheur du pcuple : pour le rendre heureiflfc 
•« il £aut le renouveller ; changes fes id6es i change fes loix ; changer fes 
<* mocurs ; changer les hoDimes ; changer les mots, tout d^trutre^ oui 
« tout dctruire, puifque tout eft i r^creer." Re fleftiofts, p. a48. 
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All die atheifm^ all the infidelityt and all the 
profligacy complained of. Has flduri(hed in a 
country overrun with ecclefiaftics in pdTefSon 
of a plenitude of power and iplendour, and 
whofe revenues amounted to twelve mil- 
lions STERLING per annum I Hear this, all 
ye friends to civil eftablifhments of rdigion, and 
be convinced of a truth which hiftory and ob- 
iervation compel us to proclaim— That in pro- 
portion as thofe eftabliihments are cloathed with 
authority, and endowed with riches; atheifba, 
infidelity, and profligacy, moil furely gain the 
advantage ! It was therefore not only political 
but religious juftice, which obliged the National 
Afifembly to take the ecclefiaflical pofleffions 
into their hands, that they might be applied to 
better purpofes than they uniformly had been^ 
previous to the revolution. 

But *^ the church is ruined, and rdigion is 
*^ deftroyed !" Such is the direful exclamation 
of Mefifrs. Calonne and Burke. I give thdfe 
ftateihien credit for fpeaking as they diink i 
they fpeak feelingly ; I believe their church and 
their religion are ruined and deifaroyed for ever. 
As to the former of thefe gentlemen, his coun- 
trymen had a fine fpecimen of his pious ^eal, 
during his late adminiftration, when in the 
courfe of five or fix years, in the time of pro- 
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found peace, he added twenty millions fterlii^ 
to the national debt. His religion was comip- 
tion, his church the treafury, his bible le Imrt 
rouge ; and his worfhip was conftantly performed 
at the (hrine of minifterial extravagance. Was 
it poiiible for him ever to refume the reins of 
adminiftrationt the alliance between church and 
flate being broken, he could no longer oblige 
his friends, er the friends of his mifirejfes^ by ap- 
pointing them to biihoprics, or to other valuk* 
able ecclefiaftical preferments : Hinc ilia la^ 
cbrynue I This fallen ilatefman*s fyftem of na- 
tional religion is indeed irrecoverably loft!—* 
With refpedk to Mr. Burke, his charafier in 
private is faid to be refpedtable, and even in 
• public it is not fo <;ompletely blafted as Mon- 
iieur de Calonne's ; but what opinion can we 
form of the religion of a man, whofe mind is 
full of prejudices, and whofe chriftianity, judg- 
ing from his writings, feems little elfe than an 
attachment to its corruptions. When he talks 
of a church eftablifhment being the firft of his 
prejudices — of the neceflity of the confecratioa 
of the ftate by a ftate religious eftablifhment— 
Of church and ftate being ideas infeparable in 
his mind — ^When he cherifhes thefc prejudices, 
becaufe they are prejudices — When he tells us it 
is neceflary that religion fliould exalt her mitred 
2 front 



front in courts and parliaments; that an arch* 
bifhop (hould precede a duke ; and that a bi« 
fliop of Durham and a bifhop of Wincheftcr 
ihould be paid by the nation ten thoufand a 
year ; (what a pity it is he did not inform us, 
what were the fervices that deferved fuch 
wages)— -When we read fuch language with 
much more of a fimilar nature, we are ready to 
aflc, has the man who thus ^^ prates" about re^ 
Ugion, ever read a fingle page, or even heard 
of fuch a book as the New Tcftament ? Has 
he no ^thiul chriilian friend to inform him, 
that he has yet to learn the firft rudiments of 
religion -, that his prefent fentiments tend to in- 
capacitate himfirom underftanding the A, B, C, 
pf Chriftianity ; and that while his mind is ma- 
nacled under the tyrannic dominion of prejudice, 
he '' cannot enter into the kingdom of God?'* 
As he profeffes himfelf fuch a warm friend to 
the church of England, it is to be lamented, that 
ibme of its minifters do not converfe a little 
freely with him, on thefe important fubjedts. 

This is indeed the more neceffary, if we con- 
iider that this gentleman's moral fentiments 
are, in fome refpedls, as perverted as his politi- 
cal and religious. What can we think of that 
morality which can recommend fuicide to the 
French Queen ; and which, while it is outrage- 
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ous agsdnft vice in a low ftation^ can vamifh 
over, or rather can hardly difcover vice in a 
high ftation ? Muft not every friend to mora-* 
Iky deleft the fyftem^ which inculcates that 
^' vice by lofing all its groflhefs^ lofes half its 
'* evil ?" Read this, ye profligates of every 
kind ; you have only to colour over your crimes, 
, and they are half atoned for. The zeal for re- 
ligion difcovered by fuch men, as Mcflts. Ca- 
lonne and Burke, reminds me of a zeal ibme- 
thing iimilar in thofe pious worthies, the Liver- 
pool African traders, whofe refolutions publifh- 
ed in the papers, held forth as reafons for con- 
tinumg^eir traffic in blood and flavery, " That 
•'ihould the trade be aboliflied, the negroes 
*• would be deprived of the privileges of a Bri- 
'* tilk • IS^W^ and the bleffings of the 

^ •* ehriftiah religion." Britifli liberty will doubt- 
- Jefs fpfead far and wide, and chriftianity will 
^ • fiqurifli glorioufly, in the hands of modem ftatef- 
men, African traders, Guinea captains, and W*ft 
India planters* ! 

But let us attend to the church of Fiance, 
and inquire whether the regulations adopted 

* This is not the firft time that (lave traders have difcovered their bolj 
%eaL Iq the laft century, the alTembly of Jamaica propofed. to baniih all 
the|Jew$ from the ifland, Because thky were the descendants 

OF THE CKUCIFIERS OF OUR BlESSED SaVIOUE f 

by 



by the National Aflembly, have the tendency to 
ruin, or to reftorc it to primitive purity. I have 
endeavoured to vindicate the refumption of the 
ecclefiaftical pofTeffions on the principle dijuftice^ 
to which I ihall add, that in the whole proceed- 
ing, nxercy has ** feafoned juftice/' The mi- 
nifters of the old church, who will not take the* 
oath of fidelity to the new eflablifhment, are not 
turned out to ftarve. The French reformers 
have not followed the example of their clergy, 
who had fb often ruined the Proteftants, or of 
our clergy in the laft century, who when they 
ejeded their brethren, fo for from leaving them 
a (hilling, prevented them by their cruel per- 
fecutions, fixnn procuring a fubfiftence. 

The French legiflators on the .contrary, have 
not only charged the nation with the debts of 
the clergy, amounting to four millions fterling, 
but have appropriated the fum of three millions 
fterling for their penfions, although many of 
them are known to be enemies to the newcon- 
ftitudon, both civil and ecclefiaftical^. There 
is one thing which one could wifh national 
juftice might have permitted, namely, that 

^The ecclefiaftical penikms amount to 71,(2 i^oooy and the debts to 
95)000,000 of livres. 

Mtmoiret fur let Finances du Royaume, pr^fent^s a I' Aflembl^ Na- 
tionale, Sep. 1791, au nom du Comit^ des Finances, par M. MonteT- 
quioui depute de Paris. 
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thofe few mdividuals whole lives adorned their 
profeffion, and who were in poffeflion of valuable 
preferments, had been permitted to enjoy them 
during their lives: but it was impoflible ta 
miake this diftindlion. To the honour of thoie 
men let it be known, that they have been zeal* 
ous in the promotion of reforms, by which they 
themfelves have perfonally fufFered. If we ad- 
mire patriotifm when we difcover it in the laity, 
we ought almofl: to adore it, when we find it 
burning with fo pure a flame in the breafts of 
the clergy*. 

The National AiTembly have fupprejfed the 
monajiic orders i at the fame time, the indi* 
viduals who compofed them are comfortably 
provided for, and placed in proper fituations. 
Thofe perfbns who have vifited the catholic 
countries, and have attended to the lower orders 
of ecclefiaftics, muft foon be convinced, that 
in proportion as they abound in any country, 
ignorance, indolence, and vice will prevail.— 
Monks and^ friars are in general worfe than 
leeches, they fuck the blood of their country, 
and at the fame . time are produ<aive of little 
but mifchief. 



• The Abb^ Sieyes wai the author of thcfiimovnDedarition of Righti. 
The late biihop of Autun and the AbW Gregoirc, not to mention othectf 
h»ve takca the lead in moft of the public meafurcs. 

The 
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The Na^nal Aflembly have annihilated the 
power of the pope. His holinefs can no longer 
drain the country of money, nor cxercife his 
arbitrary dominion over any of the members of 
the Oallican church ; his bulls are ridiculed, 
and he is as much defpifed in France, as in Eng- 
land. Whilft I was at Paris, the fovereign 
pontiff, for having publifhed an angry brief 
againft the AfTembly, underwent our fifth of 
November ceremony, and was burnt in effigy 
at the Palais Royale^ one of the moil public 
places in the city. If his holinefs repents, and 
choofes to continue in communion with the 
French church, he may ; and if not, he may 
let it alone. This and the lafl mentioned ar* 
tide of church reform muft furely be matter of 
joy to every true Protellant. We now behold 
monks and friars, 

** White, black, and grey, with aU their trumpery ; 

•* Cowls, hoods, and habits toft 

<' And flutterM into rags. Reliques, and beads, 

<< Indulgences, Jifpenfes, pardons, bulls, 

w The fport of winds* P* 

r 

As Mr. Burke is I believe the only man of 
common fenfe who laments the general wreck, 
let him lament it as long as he pleafes. 

« Paradife Loft, book IIL 
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The National Aiiembly have abfohed the r#- 
ligious of both fexes from their vows of celibacy. 
The conftitution declares, — ^* The law rccog- 
" nifcs no longer any religious vows, nor any 
** other engagement, which would be contrary 
*' to natural rights, or to the conftitution*." 
This I cannot but think a mpft important ar« 
tide, of national reform. It will be acknow- 
ledged^ by thofe who are impartial, that re- 
ligious vowsy as they are called, were the 
nouriHiers of vioe,* riot only in the church, 4nit 
throughout the French empire. Mr'. Burke, 
fpeaking of the clergy, fays, ** With fbme of 
the higher clergy I had a perfonal acquaint* 
ance ; and of the reft in that dafs, very good 
means of infbimation : they feemed to me 
beyond the clerical charaAer, libera] and 
open, with the hearts of gentlemen, and men 
'* of honour." From what I have pbfervcd, 
and heard of the French clergy, I believe this 
is only ^oing them comimon juftice. I have 
been agreeably furprifed at their liberality and 
opennefs, efpecially when converfing on religi- 
ou§ topics. I have feen with pleafure. Catholic 
Abb& in a Proteftant church, and have wifhed 
tljeir example, of occafionally attending places 
of worfhip, and aflbciating with different com- 

* ConftitutioDi p. 2Q« 

munities 
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iiHinities out of their own eilabliihment, wa$ 
fc^owed by the clergy, as well as the laity, in 
our reformed churches*. 

If Mr. Burke had contented himfclf with de- 
fcribing the French clergy as .polite, well be- 
haved gentlemen, or as men of honour, nobody 
would have diflfered from him : But when he 
tells us 5 " He is certain that the number of 
** vicious prelates was not great," and that " the 
morals of the clergy in general were perfedtly 
good,'' he only gives us farther proof that he 
is as ignorant of the nature of Chriftian morals, 
as of Chriftian principles. This is confirmed 
by his adding, '^ Certain individuals, not diftin* 
** guifhable for the regularity of their lives, 
^' made fome amends for their want of the fe- 
" vere virtues, in their pofleffion of the liberal, 
** and were endowed with qualities which 
" made them ufeful in the church andftate\."^ 
I make no doubt of Mr. Burke's fincerity on 
this occafion. Churchmen in all ages, efpe^ 
cially thofe who have been wanting in the 
*' icvere virtues," have been very ferviceable 
** in the ftate," particularly in forwarding the 
purpofes of defpots, to enflavc their fubjefts. 

• The late Dr. Johnfon, when he vifited Edinburgh, although he 
was pcrfonally acquamtcd with the celcbratfed Dr. Robcrtfon, declined 
going to hear him, becaufe he would not befcen in a Fr^yterian church I 

t Rcflc^onsi p. 223— *228* 

But 
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But I beg leave to afTert^ that any tnzn who is 
deftitute of the " fevere virtues," is (in whatever 
degree he may poffefs what are called the liberal) 
by no means fuitable for the office of paftor in a 
Chriftian church*. I do not wifh to be thought 
uncandid to the French clergy. I believe they 
'were juft as other men would have been in the 
fame iituation : but I muft affirm, that fo £aur 
from *' there having been few vicious prelates," 
or from ^* the morals of the clergy being in ge- 
•* neral perfcftly good," it was direftly the rc- 
verfe-f. Unlefs by their fandiity, they were 
fomething more than men, or by their confti* 
tution fomething lefs (they never pretended to 



* The Biihop of Londoo, in a late charge gives a difiTerem account 
from Mr. Burke of the French clergy. His Lordlhip juftly intimates, 
that their vices were one caufc of the lofs of their poflclfions, and gives 
Ills brethren a proper hint, to take care left they ihonld be ferved in a 
fimilar manner. 

t I fuppofc wc flial) next hear of the morals, and cf the picry of the 
French court. One quotation from a modern writer ftall fufficc to (hew 
how reuionaily and reli^icujiy, Louis the XV. fpcnt his fabbaths. " Rc- 
** turning one Sunday lo Vcrfailles, I perceived at a diftanc^ a number 
** of people alTcmbled upon the terrace of the caftle, and on a nearer ap« 
** proach, I beheld Louis XV. furroundcd by his courf9 at the windows 
** of hi* palace. A man very richly drefled, with a large pair of branch- 
«* ing antlers faftencd on his head, whom they called the stag, was 
** purfued by about a dozen others, who compofed the pack* The pur- 
•* fued and the purfucrs leaped into the grand canal, fcrambled out again, 
'* and ran about to all parts; while the air refounded with acclamations 
" of clappiiii^ of hands, to encourage the continuance of the fport. What 
•* can all this mean ? faid I to a Frenchman, who ftood near mc Sir. 
** he replied, v.'ith a ver)* grave countenance, it is for the cmcnainmcnt 
•* of the court." 

Zin-.mcr!V.?.m on Solitude, p. 14. 

be 
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be the former, and will thank no one for fup* 
pofing them the latter) they mnft have been 
habitually vicioils, living in the practice of what 
theGofpel exprefsly reprobates as a damning (in. 
A common acquaintance with human nature is 
fufficient to inform us, that any body of men 
living in celibacy, muft (with a few exceptions) 
live in vice : and it is not furprifing, when this 
was knovrai to be the ftate of eighty thoufand 
ecclefiaitics, that the virtues of chafUty, and 
conjugal fidelity, fhould not often have been 
remarked as the charafteriftic virtues of die 
French nation, more cfpecially as the holy 
gendemen had on all occafions, and for every 
faux pas ^ the power of abfolution. 

The National Affembly, by declaring that 
the law wDl no longer recognife any religious 
vows, have done much towards reforming the 
clergy, and making them refpeftable, and hap- 
py in fociety . Before, they were forbidden to 
marry: now, they may enter into a union, which 
if properly formed, conftitutes the chief happi- 
nefs of life ; and enjoy all the ** dear relations, 
and tender charities" refulting from the conjugal 
relation. When they feel the warm blood of 
a parent flowing round dieir hearts, inftead of 
being afliamed to acknowledge, they may glory 
in their feelings. As the ladies in the convents 

are 
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are likcwlfe abfolved from their vows of celibacy 
(although the National AfTembly have, in their 
politenefs, exempted the female religious from 
the regulations of the other fex) they will moft 
afTuredly take the advantage : ^^ The foft heart 
*' of fenfibility will no longer beat behind the 
" grate of a convent." Many lovely girls, in- 
ftead of being buried alive, will be transformed 
into afFeftionate, and without doubt, dutiful 
wives, and tender mothers. As the ladies in 
other countries, are often remarked for their 
attachment to Parfons^ the French ladies will 
doubtlcfs fhew a firiiilar dilpofition. Several of 
the Reverends have already offered their hands, 
and have been accepted; and there is every 
reafon to fuppofe their example will be, in the 
courfe of a few years, almofl univerially fol- 
lowed. Reformation amongft the clergy mufl, 
therefore, follow of courfe, 

I wifh it was in my power to do. the eccle- 
fiaflical reformers of France that juflice they 
deferve, by entering at large into thofe various 
regulations which they have adopted in their 
new eflablifhment. The whole code is replete 
with information, and well worthy the attention 
of any legiflators who may be called to the im- 
portant work of reformation in other countries : 
I but 
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but as I perceive this chapter will be longef 
than I intended, I fliall confine njyfelf to thofe 
articles which more immediately' intereft the 
members of the religious eftablifliment in this 
country, whofc attention I now wifh ferioufly 
to engage. 

The first excellence whichlijiall notice 
in the new church of France, is. The jiight 

OF ELECTION OF THE MINISTERS BEING RE- 
STORED TO THE PEOPLE. The confUtution 
declares ; ** The citizens have a right to eled, 
'* or choofe, the minifters of their reli^ons*." 
The word is in the plural number, to denote 
that this right extends equally to thofe who 
diflent, as to thofe who conform to the eAa- 
blifhed church. The right of choice is not 
extended to die citizens univerially, but to 
the electoral aflemblies. This is, however, 
a noble amendment, and will probably pave the 
way for a more perfe^ flate, when every man 
will think it is his duty to intereft himfelf in the 
choice of his paftors. Mr. Burke is perfedtly 
confiftent in his reprobation of this important 
article: It muft exafperate a ftatefinan, to fee 
the church entirely loft, as an engine of ftate ; 
and to find thftt kings, minifters, miftrefles, 

* Conftitution> p. 22. 

favourites. 
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favouiitest and patrons, have nothing to do with 
the nomination of ecclefiaftics. But when he 
fays, " That the introdudion of a principle of 
*' popular election to our biihoprics, and pa- 
«' rochial cures, would be the laft corruption of 
'« the church ; the utter ruin of the clerical 
<< chara&er; that the whole diredion of the 
** public mind will be thrown into the hands 
•*ofafet of licentious, bold, crafty, factious, 
•* flattering, wretches," — ^he is, I apprehend, 
totally miftaken. He has defcribed the clergy 
as they have too generally been, in paft times, 
not as they will be in future* Heaven forbid 
that I ihould ** fet down aught in malke," or 
j fay any thing illiberal; but hiftory bears me 

I out in declaring, that a more *^ licentious, bold, 

•' crafty, fa(5liou8, flattering fct of wretches,** 
were feldom to be found, than amongft ecclefi^ 
allies in moft ages^. As to the church of 

France, 

* If any af my language refpe£ling ccclcfiaftics ihould be thought too 

free, I can tnly fay for myfelf, that I have not, and that I never intend 

10 take fuck a latitude as the beft informed of the dei^ have, when 

fpeaktng of their brethren. The fevereft reflection on churchmen I ev«r 

read, is one of Bifiiop Burnet's. He informs us, <' That he always be* 

*« lieves well of laymen, till he fees caufe to change his mind; though 

** as to chuichmett, it is otherwife with him : for he has feen fo ratoch 

*< amifs in that profeffion, that he is inclined alvt^ays to think ill of chemp 

I " till he fees caufe to think otherwife." I beg leave here to remark, 

! that I have made no aliertions, but what I have the beft evidence to juT- 

I tify. I have almoft entitely rejected diflexmng witnefles. I had indeed 

I ft 
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France, it has in thefc rcfpefts, till very lately^ 
been the very curfe of the country. The vices 
cf licentioufnefs, boldnefs, craftinefs, fadtion^ 
andHattery, have ahnoft univerfally contaminat- 
ed it. Even the beft men in the church have 
not been free from fbme of thefe vices. Who that 
has felt the force of that iniinuating and prefua- 
live eloquence in the fermons of Maffilloni or 
has been overpowered by thofe pathetic and ir- 
reiiftihle appeals to the heart in the fermons of 
Bourdalouej but muft lament that thofe incom- 
parable preachers offered up the mofl: fulfome 
flatteries, to one of the moft execrable tyrants 
that God ever permitted to fcourge the earth, 
Louis the Fourteenth* ? When the beft of 
men have been thus infedted, it is very natural 
to fuppofe how the common herd muft have 
been corrupted. The truth is, whatever may 
be the future fituation of the French church, it 
is hardly poflible it fhould be worfe than for 
centuries paft. 

fo many of the church of England of the moll refpeaable fort before me> 
that I found it a greater difficulty which to refufe than %vhich to choofis. 
Thofe I have cited I thought neceflary in my own defence. This I hope 
will be a fufHcient apology for that variety of quotations i^ch fwells 
this ch^^ter. 

• If the reader wifiies to fee pcrfcft fpecimens of crafty, adulatory, 
and flattering language, he has only to perule the Complimnits cat Kou 
which commonly conclude the French court fermons. Some of thefe 
fermons are, in many refpc6h, the beft in tlie world, tiil the conclufion, 
and then thcv are the very worft. 

If 



If from the church of France we turn to the 
church of England^ I have no fcruple in faying, 
that one principal reaibn why religion is in ib 
&d a ftate amongft us, is: Our bifhops and 
paftors are not chofen by the people* We 
are, carelefs about religion, and tnift our fpiritu- 
al concerns to (latefmen ; and fo long as that is 
the caie^ it is impoflible true Chriftianity ihould 
flourifh. Our bifhops are chofen by the king, 
at the recommendation of his miniflers. The 
wretched farce of Epifcopal election, is called a 
Cong^ d" elite, that is a leave (to the dean and 
chapter of a diocefe) to choofe, without leave to 
refiife, or without having any choice at all. Our 
deans, canons, cum multis aliis, are chofen by 
the crown. Thofe perfons who have mofl in- 
terefl with adminiftration, are fure to arrive at 
the highefl preferments. 

As to our clergy they are in general chofen 
by private patrons, though they are fometimes 
obliged to purchafe their preferments. Ad- 
vowfons are fold by public auction, and it is not 
uncommon to read advertifements in our news- 
papers of: " The next prefentation to a valu- 
** able living of five hundred per annum, in a 
^* line fporting country ; a pack of hounds kept 
" in the neighbourhood and little duty re- 
** quired." Our laws againfl iimony, prevent 

clergymen 
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tiergymen from dircAly purchafing livings for 
themfelves, but every one knows how they are 
evaded : " Some fell the n«t advowfon, which 
" is faid to be legal, though the incumbent lies 
^* «t the point of death i others do not ftick to 
^^ buy and fell benefices, when open and vacant, 
though this is declared to be fimony in law. 
Parents often buy tlicm for their children, 
and reckon that it is their portion : often ecclc- 
fiaftics buy the next advowfon, and lodge it 
^* with tnrftees for their own advantage. Where 
^* nothing of all this traffic intervenes, parents 
*^ betftow benefices on their chOdren or firiends, 
** without confidering either their abilities or 
** merit ; favour or kindred being the only thing 
** that weighs with them. When all this is 
** laid together, how great a part of the bene- 
^ fices are difpofed of, if not fimoniacally, yet 
*' at leaft unworthily, without regard to fo fa- 
^* crcd a truft as the care of fouls* !*' 

It is impoflible for laws to fuggeft any remedy 
wliatever for thefe diforders, v^ile private pa- 
tron^ and traffic are fufiered to exifl: and 
fince the choice of the clergy is in fuch impro- 
per hands, and conducted in fo wretched a man- 
ner, we need not wonder at their degenerate 
ftate, 

** Burnct'i Own Time, vol. vi. p. 193, 

T This 
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This IS not merely the complaint of diileii^ 
ters ; they might be thought partial and im- 
proper judges : the beft churchmen are con- 
tinually urging their complaints in the moft for- 
cible language. I will only refer the reader to 
that incomparable addrefs which concludes Bi- 
fhop Burnet's Hiftory of his Own Times. His 
Lordfhip was, perhaps, as intelligent, and as 
honeft a man as ever adorned the church : what 
does he fay of his brethren ? " It is with re- 
** gret, I have obferved the clergy, in all the 
** places through which I have travelled, Pa- 
" pifts, Lutherans, Calvinifts and Diflenters : 
" but of them all, our clergy are much the moft 
•* remifs in their labours in private,, and the 
" Icaft fevere in their lives* I have lamented 
" during my whole life, that I faw io litdc 
" true zeal throughout the foreign churches : 
" the Diflenters have a great deal amongft 
** them : but I muft own, that the main body 
** of our clergy has always appeared dead and 
" lifelefs to me, and inftead of animating one 
" another, they fecm rather to lay one another 
" afleep*." What would this good Biihop 

have 



* Burnet's Hiftpry of his Own Time, yoI. vi. p, 183.— 186. Edhi* 
burgh edition. 
As I have already quoted, and (hall often have occaAon to quote the 
VI hiftory, I juft obTervc, that the author, although he is very fadthful 

in 
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have faidt had he lived to fee the timc^ when 
many of our clergy are incapgblc, or are too laasy 
even to cQmpofe their own fermons ; or had he 
read advertifements pf copperplate fermons, to 
imitate maqufpript;^ and had been informed that 
thoufands, and ten thoufands were fold^ as helps 
to clerical incompetehcct 

We cannot cxpeft that the qlergy {hould be 
better qualified for their ftations, until the peo- 
ple begin to Jook after them. They have 
trufted the choice of their paftors, to politicians 
long enough : it is high time they fhould re- 
fume it*. It is in vain that fomq inen ohje& 
to the people haviijg this right reftored to them^ 
on account of fome inconveniences that pfiigh^ 
jirife froni popular elections, Th? phkf Pf 

in hfs rcprcibntatiott of the deplorable ft ate of the church in which he 
helU fo high a Hation, appears to have been a^hiated by the beft of mo- 
tives. " Do not think (fays his Lordfliip) that 1 fay any thing to ex* 
** pofe you [the clergy] or to defisune the chureh : thofe cenfurcs have 
** paflcd PI) mc fo^* my freedom during life, God knows how uAJuftiy ; mjf 
** dciigns being all to awake the clergy, and by that means to preferve 
** the churchy for which, ]ic who know« ail things, kpows how qmch and 
** how long I have been inouming in fecrety ^nd fiiiling and prayiiie 
H before him." 

f The follpwing paragraph appeared lately in feveral of the mini* 
(Icriiil prints. ** The Chancellor has no lefs than eighty three 
^ livings in his gift now vacant ! To increai'e the fbrprife^ Coxae oi 
f< them hav^ been vacant ^wo or three yc^rs or more I They may, with 
•« no over-ftretch of popular politics, be confidcrcd in their origination 
^ and abftra6t as the property of the people. The people then aik, whf 
♦• have they not been given away ? When will they be given ? T^ 
f* whom } And on what pretenfions }'' — ^Thus does truth i9l|[mU9^ 
j^flJI ffji^^ f^gtf^ ^anrrs y^vj little expcaed, 

T a th9^ 



[ 276 J 

thoie apprehended inconveniences might be 
cafily avoided by proper regulations. In many 
of our parishes in London, the people choofe 
their Sunday and weekly lecturers ; the diflcn- 
ters frequently join their brethren in thofe elec- 
tions ; they are condud:ed with the greateft or- 
der and regularity ; and parifliioners are, at 
leaft, as well ferved by their minifters volun- 
tarily chofen, as by the prieft who is impofed 
upon them. We might farther appeal to dif- 
ferent denominations of Chriftians, to 'prove 
how peaceably popular eleftions are conduced. 
And if any perfon enquires, whether the diflen- 
ters are fb well inftruded as the members of the 
cftablilhment, let the prelate I have Juft quoted 
anfwer : •* The Diflenters have a much larger 
^^fliarc of knowledge among them, than is 
" among thofe who come to our churches*/" 
But whatever inconvenience may be apprehend- 
ed from popular eledlions, I will venture to fay, 
they ought not even to be mentioned as argu- 
ments on the fubjeft. The people have a right 
to choofe their own minifters,^ from the higheft 
to the lowed. Thofe who are acquainted with 
ccclefiaftical hiftory, need not be informed, that 
for feveral centuries after the introdudtion of 
Chriftianity, the people excrcifcd this right in 

^ Burnet*8 Own Time, vol. vi. p. 195. 

the 
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the fullcft extent. " That the people had 
** votes in the choice of bifliops all muft grant ; 
** and it can be only Ignorance and Folly that 
** pleads the contrary*. It is a piece of hif-- 
•* tory which cannot fairly be denied, that 
** amongft the primitive Chriftians, the people 
** ufed to have their Suffrage in the choice of 
** church officers ; that this is the moji regular 
*' way ; that it continued many years ; and thofe 
** Chrijlians who have gone about to mend this 
** nvay, have only made it worfe-f.'* So jealous 
were the primitive Chriftians of this right, that 
they refolvei if any prefbyter was created a 
bifhop by imperial mandate, they would re-^ 
nounce him. " In the primitive times every 
** Chriftian church confifted of the people, 
^* their leaders, and minifters or deacons, and 
** thefe belonged eflentially to every religious 
'* fociety. T^he people ivere undoubtedly thejirfi 
** in authority *, for the Apojlles Jhewed by their 
« own example^ (Adts i, 15. vi. 3. xv. 4. xxi, 
** 22.) that nothing of moment was to be carried 
** on or determined 9 without the confent of the af^ 
^* fembly'^ " The ancient method of ecclefi- 
'* aftical government varied by imperceptible 
*' degrees from the primitive rule, and degeqer-^ 

'•* Dr. Lowth on Church Power. 

t Pr, Wall's Hiilory of Infant Baptifm, p. 334^ 
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** 4tcd towards the form of a religious monif- 
** chy ; for ihe bijhops afpired to higher degrees 
^* of power and authority than they bad formerfy 
'* P^JMf^^y ^^^ ^^' ^^^y 'violated the rights of the 
^^ people^ but made gradual encroachments on the 
*' privileges of the prejbyters. This change wot 
^^ foon follo'wed by a train of vices (luxury^ vo-- 
'^ luptuoti/he/s, vanity, arrogance and ambition^ 
*' contention and difcord) which dijhonoured the 
" charaSler and authority of thofe to whom the 
*' adminiftration of the church was committed. — r 
'^ In the fourth century, the bifhops, whofc 
'* opulence and power were confiderably in- 
** creafed fince the time of Conftamine, began 
" to introduce innovations, and to change 
** the government of the church. Their^frjl 
^*Jlep was an entire exclufon of tbe people from 
** all part in the afiminijiration of ecclefajiical af^ 
fairs. Their aim was principcdly, that they 
might either ingrofs to themfehes, or dijiribute 
\ as they thought proper, the pojfejjions and re^ 
** venues of the church*'' From this plain and 
indifputable evidence, we may obferve, that the 
people have an undoubted right to choofe their 
own paftors ; that the depriving them of it was 
an Innovation, attended with the worft of con* 

^ Moflictm*t Ecclefiaftical Hiftoryi voL L p« 99. t65. 348* S^ittOR 
1782. 
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fequenceSy and that ChriiHanity will never be 
reftored to its primitive purity, till that Innova-^ 
tion is abolifhed. AH thofe perfons, whoever 
they are, or by whatever name they may be call- 
ed, who keep the people front exercifing this 
original right, and afTume it themfelves ; we 
muft take the liberty of calling in this refpeft, 
RELIGIOUS KOBBERs. When will the time 
come, that we fliall be favoured ^yith a fct of 
patriots who will reftore to the people, not only 
their political, but their religious rights ; or 
when will the people have wifdom and fpirit 
fufficif nt to claim them for themfelves ? 

A Second Excellence in the reformed 
church of France, is, the mode by which 
the clergy are provided for. Under 
the old efkblifliment proviiion was made for 
them by aljirge portion of public property, and 
by tithes. How the former has been diipofed 
of we have already feen. As to the latter they 
;are impofed no longer : tithes of every kind arc 
entirely aboliflied 5 at the fame time laymen, 
who by purchafe were in pofleflion of any part 
of them, are indemnified. The clergy are now 
paid in the fame manner as other fervants of the 
public, and as the clergy of Holland, and fcve- 
ral other reformed churches ; out of the com- 
mon national property. Their falaries, which 

T 4 the 
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the French clergy receive one quarter in ad- 
vance, arc reckoned in the annual expences. 
This is as juft, fair, equitable, and fatisfadtory 
a mode as could well be devifed, and was it 
adopted in this country, it would certainly 
be a much preferable mode to that by which 
our clergy are now maintained. I fhall fay no- 
thing refpefting thofe pofleffions, fuch as lands, 
and eftates, which we have devoted to the fcr- 
vice of the church; but with regard to tithes, 
furcly every true friend to our civil, as well as 
religious interefts, muft earneftly wifh, that our 
clergy were provided for in a manner lefs hurt- 
ful to both. The fentiments of a dignitary of 
the eftabliflied church on this fubjedl, are (q 
juft, as to demand the ferious attention both 
of clergy and laity. Speaking of the agricul- 
ture of this country, he obferves : ** Agriculture 
«' is .difcouraged by every conftitution of landed 
*« property, which lets in thofe which have no. 
*' concern in the improvement, to a participa- 
^' tion of the profit. Of all inftitutions which 
f' are, in this way adverfe to cultivation and 
f* improvement, none 19 fo noxious as that of 
" tithes. A claimaint here enters into the pro- 
V duce, who contributed no.affiftance whatever 
" to the prqdudion. When years, perhaps, of 
f* care and toil have matured an improvement ; 

*f when 
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>^ when the hufbandman fees hew crops ripen- 
^* iiig to his fkill, and induftry, the nioment he 
♦* is ready to put his fickle to the grain, he finds 
** himfelf compelled to divide his harveft with 
*• a fl:ranger. Tithes are a tax not only upon 
<• induftry, but upon that induftry which fi^eds 
" mankind ; upon that fpecies of exertion, which 
^* it is the aim of all wife laws to cherilh and 
*' promote ; and to uphold and excite wliich, 
^' compofes the main benefit that the commu- 
*^ nity receives from the whole fyftem of trade, 
** and the fuccefe of commerce */' 

I cannot but exprcfs my regret, that the au- 
thor of thefe obfervations did not add fomething 
to prove, that tithes are equally adverfe and 
noxious to our religious, as to our agricultural 
im])roverrent. An attention to the former, as 
well i 'o the latter, would not have derogated 
from ! charafter as a minifter of the gofpeL A 
piorc i.ihappy method of providing for the mi- 
nifter of the Chriftian church could fcarcely have 
been c '^ntrived. In mcft parts of the kingdom, 
the impofition of tithes is a heavy burthen; 
in fo:nc parts it is become by tlie ftriftnefs of 
the clergy, intolerable. Our brethren the qua- 
kers, feem to confider the clerical body as com- 
pofed of ftate pirates ; they refift their claims, 
pn a religious account ; but when the civil ma- 

• Palcy's Philofophy, Vol. II. p. 405-6. 
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giftrate Interferes, that refiftance-ceafeSi and tlicy 
lubmit to be, as they confider it, plundered by 
law. But the difcontent is not confined to qua- 
kers, or any other body of diflenters ; many of 
the members of thceftablifhed church fhew equal 
difcontent, and at times more vigorous oppofition. 
The public papers are continually informing 
us of the tedious, vexatious, and expenii vc law- 
fuits, carried on in various parifhes, on account 
of both great and fmaU tithes. There arc not 
wanting inftanccs-of individuals, who becaufc 
they have been unable, or unwilling to fatisfy 
the clainis of the parifh prieft to the uttermoft 
jferthing, have been forced to fubmit to the hor- 
rors of a jail, where they have languifhed and 
periihed. The keennefs of the clerical fcent 
in many parifhes is truly furprifing; not any 
thing can efcape it ; not only the produce of 
arable and pafture land, but of the garden and 
the orchard, is ravaged ; pigeon-houfes and hen- 
coops are fearched ; pig-fties are groped into j 
and as if the fquabbles often occafioned by fuch 
intrufions were not warm enough, thefe chrifHan 
paftors force themfelves into hot houfes, and 
feize upon all plants and fruits, Britifli and Ex- 
otic* Scarce a fpecies of property, animate or 
inanimate, does the hufbandman or the coun- 
try gentleman poflefs, but he muft contribute 

a tithe 
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b tithe of it to the parfon. It is trae many of 
the clergy are fo prudent, as to fettle this dif- 
graceful bufinefs by commutation; and it is 
this method which makes the laity fubmit to 
an impofition, which one day they will have fenfe 
and refolution enough to get rid o£ If the clergy 
are wife, they will fubmit to almoft any com- 
mutation, rather than open the eyes of their pa- 
rifliioncrs by quarrelling' with them : but fbme of 
our dignitaries are of a different opinion. The 
bifhop of Lincoln, (Dr, P. fo famous for his 
Jiate fervicesj when fecrctary to Mr. Pitt, who 
bas fince elevated him) lately delivering a charge 
to the clergy of his diocefe, (in which he took 
care to infinuate that the diifenters were a dan- 
gerous body of men) was kindled with fuch 
fious zeal for the temporal interefts of his bre- 
thren, that he urged it upon them to be cautious 
of accepting commutations for their tithes; 
recommending it as the beft way, to receive 
them in kind; for as property in general was 
rifing, it was natural to fuppofe tithes woul4 
increafe in value, 

I know not whether to wifli his Lordihip's 
advice may be echoed by every one of the epif- 
copal bench, and followed by every one of the 
clergy; or that it may be treated with that 
contempt and deteftation it deferves. In the 
latter cafe, tithes may be levied fome years lon- 
ger. 




gef, but in the former^ the whole bufincfs will 
foon be over. Our bifliops and clergy call thcin- 
fclves the fucceflbrs of the apoftles ; of tfiofe 
labourers who, although they were well wor- 
thy of their hire, were fo far from coveting any 
man's filver or gold, or apparel, that they ab- 
folutely worked with their own hands, rather 
than that the fuccefs of the gofpel fhould be 
hindered. Whether thofe paftors who are fo 
eager for their great and fmall tithes as to fight 
for them in law, regardlefs of the confequence 
to the religious concerns of their parifhioners, 
are as they pretend, the fucceflbrs of the apoftles ; 
or whether they are a fpecies of thofe " grievous 
" wolves," which one of thofe apoftles predift-. 
cd, fliould in after times ravage the church, 
** not fparing the flock ;" I leave to be deter^ 
mined by every man who risads the new tefta- 
ment with impartiality, * 

• Bifhop Horfley takes care in his writings, more than once, to remind 
us that the clergy (he and his brethren) arc the fucceflbrs of the apoftles, 
and that thofe perfons who leave thefe their lawful paftors to wander 
after others, are guilty of a Jin ivbicb nothing but ignorance can excufe^ 
I, being one of thofe ignorant Jinncn^ wifh to be inftru<Sted. If the mi- 
niftcrs of the church of England arc the defendants oFthe apoftles, they 
derive their fpiritual defceut from the church of Rome, which muft thca 
))e"a true church. Archbilhop Laud, the Horsley of the laft centur}', 
gave it as his opinion that the church of Rome is a true church. " \ 
' <* do ftill believe," he adds, «* that flie never erred in fundamentals, 
and it would be fad if Ihe Ihould, for Uis through her thai the biybo/>! rf 
the church of England^ ivJjo have ihe honour to be capable of clothing their 
calling from St J Peter, mufl deduce their fuccejfion" The practice of 
jhe church of England fecras to confirm this opinion, for while (he de- 
nies the miniftcrs of all the Protcftant reformed churches entrance into 
hpr pulpits, Ihc readily admits the priefts of the church of Home. Thus 

h 
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In the mean while, I beg leave ferioufly tp 
alTc rcfpefting thofe pariflies in which qjinifter 
and people are engaged in a perpetual quarrel ; 
where the one is confidered as an avaricious 
harpy, and the other as a parcel of cheats; 
Where is religion during the horrid conteft ? 
Bleeding under the wounds received in the 
Jioufe of her friends ! Are the hearts of our 
ccclefiaftical governors callous to the diftrefled 
fituation of .the heavenly vifitant, that they will 
not endeavour to bind up her bleeding wounds, 
and prevent her from receiving in future fuch 
Ihocking ufage ? 

I cannot help adding on this fubjefl:, that 
the impofition of tithes is a moft abominable 
INNOVATION, introduced into the church for 
interefted purpofes. They were originally 
given voluntarifyy fometimes to the poor, and 
fometimes to the church. By degrees, as the 
power of the clergy increafed, their avarice like- 



it (eems fettled ; that thefc arc fitter churches or mother and daughter, 
whichever churchmen plcafe : but what fay our reformers ? In the ho- 
milies they tell us, " That the church of Rome is idolatrous and anti- 
" chriftian j not only an harlot, as the fcripture callcih her, but alio a 
•* foul, filthy, old withered harlot j the foulcft and filthicft that ever wa« 
" fecn : And as it at prcfcnt is, and hath btrn for 900 years, it is fo far 
•* from the true church, thnt nothing can be more." Who are plain 
men, like myfelf, to believe in this cafe > The reformrrs, or archbilhop* 
and bifliops ? Pray, my good lord of St. Davids, condefccnd to eafc our 
troubled confciences, and preferve us from being any {oDgcr guilty of 
.the borribU crime of schism I 

wi(c 
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wife incrcafed; they excluded the poor, and 
kept all the tithes to themfelves. It was not 
however till the reign of king john, twelve 
hundred years after the birth of Christ, that 
the pope made a law that all tithes ftiould be 
paid to the parifli prieft ; nor was it till fbme 
time after, that they were levied by law„ through-- 
out the kingdom. As I am an enemy to all 
INNOVATIONS, moic cfpecially to clerical, I 
think it neceflary to warn my countrjniien, left 
part of that property which is as the tithes once 
were, devoted to the poor, fhould be appropriate 
cd to the clergy. Archdeacon Paley recom-* 
mends it, in a late difcourfe, to the church-, 
wardens of different parifhcs, to make up the 
lalaries of thofe clergymen who were not fuf- 
ficiently provided for, out of the poor rates^ as 
the kw authorifes them fo to do. Whether 
the law authorifes this innovation^ I know not y 
but if the people fuffer it without powerfully 
complaining, they will be more completely 
priefl-ridden than \ could have imagined. 

In France, the impoiition of tithes is for eve? 
aboliflied ^ the people have already experienced 
the happy effedts of being relieved from the op^ 
preffion. During the lafl autumn, the hufband-. 
men in feveral parifhes began their harveft in a 
cianner exprcffive of their gratitude^ both to 

Cod 
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God and to the National Aflembly. Their 
paftors accompanied them to the field. Te 
Deum and other anthems were perforated, and 
the grateful efFufions of the heart afcended to 
heaven in praifes and thankfgivings. The moft 
thankful acknowledgments were made to their 
legiflators, by whofe wife and merciful decrees, 
every one was about to reap the fruits of his la- 
bour, happy that he could now call the whole 
produce of his fields his own. Mufic and 
dancing, and innocent feflivity, difplayed through 
,the pariih, the felicity of the inhabitants*. Is 
there an Englifhman who reads this account but 
mufl earneflly hope that the period is not far 
diftant, when bis countrymen fliall enjoy fimilar 
felicity, and exprefs their feelings in the fame 
grateful and devotional manner-f- ! 

A THIRD 

^ It ought CO be mendoned to the honour of the lower clafs of the 
French people, that their public rejoicings are not difgraced with that dif- 
<nrderaiid dninkeBnefs which appear in other countries that pretend to bo 
jpaore virtuous. When the conftitution was proelairoed at Paris, and 
every houTe and place of entertainment were illuminated ; when the 
Thcatrci were opened and the populace admitted ^^m, there was not the 
lead riot, or confufion whatever. This is the country which our mini» 
Heriai writers continually inform us, is without law or government, and 
where nothing but anarchy prevails f 

t ^ The exaction of tithes is fii abfurd and tyrannical an attack on tlio 
** pnipcrty of mankind, that it is almoft impodible for them to continue 
** in any couhtry in the world half a century longer. To pay a man 4 
^ thoufand a year for doing by deputy what would be much better done 
^ for one hundred, is too grofs an impofition to be endured. To levy 
^ that tlioufand in the moft pernicious manner that can wound property 
*» and liberty [and piety] are ciicuzoftancos congenial to the tenth cen« 

« tury. 
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A THIRD EXCELLENCE in ttc reformed 
church of France is, the just distribution 

OF THE PUBLIC PROPERTY APPROPRIA- 
TED FOR THE SUPPORT QF THE CHURCH. 

-In the old church, injuftice reigned through 
.the whole fyftem: fouie of the bifliops were 
in poffeflion of revenues to the amount of* 
.twenty to thirty thoufand pounds fterling per 
annumt and fome ,of the cures to the amount of 
.two thoufand, wJulft a confiderable part of the 
clergy were flarving. By the decrees of the 
National Affembly, the bifliop qf Paris (the 
unfcriptural title of archbilhop is aboliftied) is 
allowed an income of two thou£ind guineas ; 
and the other biflaops from five hundred to eight 
hundred and thirty pounds, according to the ex- 
tent of their diocefes. The cures have incomes 
from two hundred and fifty down to fifty pounds^ 
according to the number of fouls in their differ- 
ent parifhes. Every bifhop and cune is allowed a 
houfe, (to which a garden and a piece of ground 
is ufually adjoined) fuitabletohis fituation, which 
is to be kept in repair at the public expencc* 
When a cure is dilabled by age or infirmities 

« tury,but not to the eighteenth. Italy, France and America have fct noble 
<' examples for the imitation of mankind, and thofe countries that do noc 
" follow them will Toon be as inferior in cultivation as they are in policy^'' 
— ^Travcls in France, &c. juft pubiiflied, by Author Young, Ef<i. F- R. S. 
p. 55Q. 

from 
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Srom attending to the duties of his office, he is 
either to have an additional vicar allowed him, 
or permitted to retire on a fuitable penfion^ as 
he may judge moft eligible^. If the falaries 
above ilated (hould appear too fmall, let it not 
be forgot, that the neceilaries and conveniences 
of life are coniiderably cheaper in France than 
in England. When this is coniidered, it may- 
be truly {aid, that the French clergy are pro- 
vided for comfortably, though not luxurioufly ; 
and notwithflanding the hedious outcry v^hich 
has been raifed, it is a fadt, that a very coniider- 
able, if not the major part of the clergy, arc 
better provided for in the new than in the old 
eilabliihment. 

If we now turn our attention to the church 
of England, we (hall find ^miliar injuldice in the 
application of the church property, as in the 
church of France before the revolution ; and 
confequently a iimikr neceffity for a reform*- 
ation. Mofl people are acquainted with the 
flagrant irregularities of this part of our eccle- 
iiaftical fyilem ; we fhall therefore mention only 
a few of them, We have our Archbifhop of 
Yorki and of Canterbury, with falaries of ten to 

• The reader will recollect that tbe word atr/ nearly anfwers to that of 
re^bor ; the vicars are aififtants fomething likt our curates ; their falaries 
are in general about two thirds of the amount of the cur6's» Thcfe arr 
the pVincipal orden of ecclefiailics in the French church. 

U fifteen 
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fifteen thoufand a year. Our bifhop of Dur- 
ham we pay, it is generally fuppofed, upwards 
, of twelve thoufand : the reft of our bifhops we 
hire at different falaries, from two to eight or 
ten thoufand. The annual wages of our deans 
are different, from four or five hundred pounds 
to two thoufand. Some of our prelates not 
content with their tifual revenues, muft like- 
wife have a deanery, or fortie other prefer- 
ment*. I fhall entircfly pafs over our arch- 
deacons, prebendaries, cartons, with many 
others. If a foreigner fhould afk me what is 
their ufe, or for what reafon we retain fuch a 
number of officers in the church, or whether 
the people might not look after their ftated mi- 
nifters as well as a bifhop or a dean, and con- 
fequently fave themfelves an enormous ex- 
. pence ; I fhould, I believe, be as much puzzled 
to anfwer thefe queftions to his fatisfaftion, as 
the generality of my countrymen. Mr. Burke, 
as we have already feen, informs us, that it is 
neceflary tlie ** mitred front fhould be cx- 
'• alted in courts and parliaments ; and that 
** dignified ecclefiaflics, though deficient in 
** fevere virtue, may be very ufeful men in the 
" ftate :" If fo, let us pay them as ftatefhacni 

* Dr. Prcttyman, foon after his elevation to the fee of Lincoln, pre- 
vailed with his patron, Mr. Pitt, additionally to reward hlsjfaie/ervkfs, 
by bellowing on him the valuable deanery of St. Paul's. 

let 
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let us fairly acknowledge our church polity to 
be a mixed fyftem of pricft-craft and ftate- 
craft; but let not the iacred name of religion be 
any longer profaned^ nor fuch a heterogeneous 
compoiition as our church efbblifhment be call- 
ed the church of Chrift, 

With rcfpeift to the inferior clergy ; that part 
of the national property by which they are fup- 
ported, is moft irregularly and unjufHy applied. 
Some of the livings are worth from twelve to 
fifteen hundred a year ; others only fifty or fixty 
pounds ; and even this property is grafped at by 
thofe in higher flations : our bifhops and deans 
often hold livings with their other prefer- 
ments** Thofe of the clergy who have inte- 
refl fufficient to procure two livings, hold them 
both together : the confequence of this injufticc 
is, that the clerical duty is performed in various 
parifhes, by curates, who with their wives and 
families are exifting, or rather perifhing, while 
many of the higher orders of ecclefiallics are 
living in indolence and luxuryf. All thefe 

abomi- 



^ Dr. Horfley, not to mention others, holds a prebend of Glouccftcr ; 
ana the rcaories of South Wield, ElTex, and St. Mary, Ncwington, to- 
gether with the bilhoprkk of St Davids. 

t " In the place where I live (fays Sir Brooke Boothby) the rcfpcft- 
'« able clergyman, with a numerous family, docs the duty of a moft cxtcn- 
** five parifti for fixty pounds a ) ear, while from the fame parilh, the dean 
<• of Lincoln receives a tlioufaud per annum tor doing nothing at all."— • 
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abommfttlons are annihilated in France^ and nof 
diey fhcMtly be fo in England ! 

Mr. Burke mfbrms us, diat as the clergy vt 
provided for, ^* nothing in future of fcience or 
^ erudition can exift in the gallican church." 
Men^ when under the power of prejudice, are 
not aware of the injury they often do to the 
cauie they pro&fi to ferve* No cUflenter ever 
caft fuch a calumny on the Englifh church a$ 
Mr. B. has in the above ailertion : it is in &d 
faying, that neither fcience nor erudition exift 
among the m^or part of our clergy ; for the 
clergy in France are now in a better fituadon 
than the majority of their brethren in England. 
So hv from icience or erudition (to fay nothing 
of piety) being confined to a few dignitaries, I 
believe their inferiors will be found to have, at 
leafl:, their proportionate fhare. 

Lttter to Burke, p.5 1. — Many of o\2r clergy it is well known have onlj 
firtjy tbirtyy twenty pounds a year. 

Juft as' I had written the above, the following advertifement appeared 
in the papers : it affords a melancholy illuftracion of the fubjcCt. 

** Corporation Office of the Sons of the Qergj^ No, 5, Greys hat Square. 

" At a court of aififtants of this corporation, held on Thuofday laft» 
^ for the ele£tion of ten poor cuntcs to receive the donation of tenpokmdi 
«* eaebt given by the will of Jock Stock, Efq. deceafed, the petitions of 
^^fifty-fiue poor clergymen were read and oonildered, and the ten fblk>w« 
« ing were admitted to partake of the faid charity for the prcfcnt year, 

"&C.&C." 

Do our dignitaries, pluralifts, and non-refidAits, never reflcft that there 
is a day coming when the poor curates, whofe bread ihcy are eating, will 
be on a level with thcmfclvcs, and when a ftri6t account muft be given of 
every a£t of clerical rapacity ? It will then be too late to appeal to the 
civil magiftrate for juftification or protedion^ 

A FOURTH 
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A rouRTH BXCBLLBNCE in the reformed 
church of France^ confifts, in the cars 

WHICH IS TAKEN THAT ITS MINISTERS 
PROPERtY ATTEND TO THE PUTIES OF 
THEIR RESPECTIVE OFFICES. In the old 

churchy although there was not fi) much reaiba 
to complain of negkdt of duty as in ibme other 
churches^ yet there was ccrtzmlyjame reaibn. 
It was therefore wi(e in the National Aflembly 
to guard againft the evils of pluralities and 
non-refidence : as to the former, they can have 
no exiftence ; and as to the latter, it will be the 
entire fault of the pecplct in whofe hands tho 
power is now lodged, if it is ever fuflfered. By 
the decrees of the Aflembly, it is exprefsly or-» 
dered — ^That the law of refidence fhaU be re-* 
gulariy observed, and that all thofe who fhall 
be invefled with any ecclefiafttcal office or em-* . 
pby, fhall fubmit to it without any exception 
or diftinftion. No bifhop can abfent himfelf 
from his diocefe more dian fifteen days in every 
year, except in cafe of neceflity, and with the 
confent of the diredory of the department in 
which his fee is eflabliihed. Neither fhall the 
cnr^ afafent themfelves from the place of their 
fimdions, longer than the time fixed by the 
bifhop, and the diredtory of the diilrid. The 
vicars cannot be abfent from du^ without 

U 3 the 
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the confent of the cures. If a biihop or a cure 
leaves his charge, the municipiality of the place 
are to give notice to the proper officer, wha 
fhall admonifli fuch hi/hop or cure to return to 
liis duty : if he does not pay a proper attention 
to the admonition, a fecond is to be fent him, 
after which if he neglefts to return, the pay- 
ment of his falary is to be fufpended during the 
time of his abfence. If either abfents hiaifelf 
fi)r three months, and does not return after the 
proper notices, his office /hall be declared va- 
cant, and the eledors fhall choofe a fucceflbr 
according to the forms prefcribed by the law. 
An exception to the above rules is allowed, 
where the biihop or cure may be chofen a de- 
puty to the National Aflembly. By the above 
laws the clergy, whatever may be their ftation, 
muft give attention to the duties of their office^ 
and it reds, as it ought, with the people to en- 
force that attention*. 

With regard to non-refidence and phicalities 
in the church of England, as no one can poijiibly 
vindicate them, (except the non-refiddice of 
bifhops, who are obliged to attend their duty 
as chrijlian Jlatcfmen in the Houfe of Lords) as 

• Lcs dccrcts, dc rAffembl^c National* du it Julllct 1790. . Pour 
la conftirutlon civile du clcrgt', ct ia fixation dc Ibn traitcmcnt. Titrc 4 : 
Dc la loi dc la rcfidcncc. 

tllC 
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the heft churdimen have warmfy exclaimed 
zgnhxA them, it i$ truly matter of aftonifhment 
that fuch icandalous innovations fliould be per- 
mitted : they fecm however to incrcafe, in pro-- 
portion as thieir enormity is feen through^ Al- 
though I have ftated the laws concerning re- 
fidence in the new church of France, yet I^ 
believe in the old church non-reiidence was a 
thing ijpt very common, except amongft the 
bifhops : as to a pluraliil, he is a ibrt of clerical 
animal, not to be found in any church but that 
of England. It is fhocking to refledt, that evea 
thofe clergymen who would be thought pecu- 
liarly evangelical, can accept of a country liv- 
ipg, leave the fouls they have folemnly engaged 
tp watch over to the care of a curate, while 
t|iey are fecking after wealth and popularity in 
the metropolis. This is fometimcs flyled, A call 
frpm Providence to preach the go/pel in afpbere 
of more extenjive ufefulnefs : why not honeftly- 
i^y, ft i^ doing evil, that good piay cgme 
thereby. In the moft depraved period of the 
Jewifti churph| we read that the prophets pro- 
phefied for hire \ l)ut in the Chriftian church 
fome of the prophets, though they take the- 
hire, do not prophely, but procure fome poor 
brpther to perform the necfiTary duly on terms 
fp much lower than the original hire, that the 

U 4 former 




former put the greater part in their own pockets. 
What can we fay to fuch people? let them 
hear what fome great men whom they prcffefe 
to refpeft (ay, and then, if they can, let them 
fuffer their confciences to flcep on, and take 
their reft. 

Bifliop Burnet, in the work I have already 
quoted, exprcffes himfelf on this fabjcd, as 
follows : " I do not enter [largely] into die 
*' fcandalous pradices of non-refidence and plu- 
*« ralities, which are (heltcred by fo many co* 
^ lours of law among us ; whereas the church 
** of Rome, from whence we had thefe anJ 
^ mar^ ^tber abufes, has freed herfelf from this 
** under which we ftill labour, to our great and 
^ juft reproadi : this is fo fhameful a profana- 
*' tion of holy things, that it ought to be treated 
** with detcftation and horror. Do fuch men 
** think on the vows they made at their ordi- 
•* nation, on the rules in the fcriptures, or on 
" the nature of their fiinftion, or that it is a 
** care of fouls ? How long, how long fliall 
** this be the peculiar difgrace of the church, 
'* which for aught T know, is the only church 
^* in the world that tolerates it ?" 

In his Lordftiip's life, we are informed, " In 
*^ the point of refidence, he was fo ftrid, that 
^* he never would permit his own chaplains to 

" attend 
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attend upon him, after they were once pre« 
ferrcd to a cure of fouls, but obKged them to 
be conftantly refident at their livings. When* 
ever non-refidence was the confcqucnce of a 
plurality, he ufed his utmoft endeavours to 
prevent it, and in fome cafes, even hazarded 
a fuipenfion, rather than give inftitution. In 
his charges to the clergy, he exclaimed againil 
•* pluralities, as a lacrilegious robbery of the 
*' revenues of the church. In his firft vifitation 
** he urged the authority of St. Bernard, who 
'* being confulted by one of his followers, whc- 
** ther he might not accept of two benefices ; 
** replied, " And how wOl you be able to fervc 
** them both ? * I intend (anfwered the pricft) 
" to officiate in one of them by a deputy/ * Will 
** your deputy be damned for you too ?' (cried 
** the faint) Believe me, 'you may ferve your 
** cure by proxy, but you muft be danmed in 
*' perfon*." 

If the hearts of our bifhops and clergy are fo 
impenetrable as not to be affected with theie 
confiderations, it is high time for the laity to 
follow the example of the reformers in France, 

* *' The above exprcfiions fo aflre6^edMr. Kelfey, a pious and virorthy 
** clergyman, who wa» prefent, that he immediately reiigned the reftory 
** of Bemerton, worth two hundred pounds a year, which he then held 
«* with one of greater value.*' Burnet's Hiftory, Vol. VI. p. 194. 189. 

by 
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by making the moft ftrift laws to prevent per- 
Ions in facred offices from " Shamefully pro- 
** faning holy things/' and committing '^ Sacrir 
*' legious robbery." 

The Fifth and the laft Excellence, 
which I fhall mention in the reformed church 
of France, is. The terms of admission intp 
the church. The clergy under the old efta-r 
blifhment were obliged to fwear, not only obe- 
dience to the Pope, but to extirpate heretics 
and herefy by every means in their power. To 
do them juffice, they have generally a£ted up 
to the fpirit of their engagements. In the new 
cflablifhment thefe oaths are abolifhed, and the 
terms of admiffion are plain, fimple, and all 
perhaps, that the National Aflembly had a right 
to impofe. Proper methods arc taken to pre- 
vent ignorant and vicious men frpm intruding 
into the facred offices, but the only profeffion 
of faith, required of a bifhop or cure is, that hq 
is a member of the Catholic, Apoflolic and Ro- 
man religion ; that he will '* watch with care 
*' over the fouls of the diocefe or parifh confided 
*' to him ; be faithful to the nation, the law, 
*' and the king ; and maintain to tlie utmofl of 
" his power the conftitutipn decreed by the 
" National AfTembly, and accepted by the 
•* king.'* This is the tefl which Mr. Burke 

reprobates 
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reprobates as {o wicked, cruel, and com- 
pletely abominable. An oath of allegiance to a 
free government, is to him the greateft of all 
hardfhips. When this gentleman again con- 
fiders the matter, it is to be wiflied he would 
look into his own church, as he will there find 
a religious teft impofed upon the clergy, which 
has hurt the confciences, in one way or other, 
of all who have fubmitted to it. So far from 
the terms of admiflion into the French church 
being too hard, there are, I believe, few 
Chriftians who will not think theni too eafy. 
For myfelf, I beg leave to fay, that after the 
excellent laws for the regulation of the church, 
which we have confidered ; it was wife, juft, 
and equitable to leave the qualifications of the 
clergy, to be determined by the people who arc 
to choofe them. The happy confcquence of 
this will be, that the eledtors will naturally 
think concerning religion ; they will choofe fuch 
minifters as they (hall judge the beft qualified to 
inftrudl them ; and as they are better judges in 
this important affgir th^n any others can be for 
th^m, there is little doubt but they will, by 
preferving the choice in their own hands, be^ 
better fcrved than formerly. 

Ofwhatufe national reh'gious tefts, creeds, 
and articles, have been, we are yet to learn j 

this 
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this I am fure of, all Chriftendom has reafon to 
deplore the numberlefs evils they have occa- 
fioncd. We need not therefore wonder that the 
French reformers carefully avoided that rock 
which we in Great Britain, in particular, have 
fo fetally fplit upon ; I mean, subscription 

TO ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 

And now, I muft frankly confefs, I feel my- 
felf much embarrafled. On the one hand, I 
could wifh to avoid uttering fentiments, and 
language, which I am fearful will give offence 
to many I highly efteem. On the other, truth 
compels me to fpeak freely on a fubjeft which 
I am fure is of the lafl importance, to the 
moral and religious interefls of my country. 

The terms of admiflion into the church of 
England, it is well known, are a fblemn iiib- 
icription to the thirty-nine articles, and to the 
book of conamon-praycr. The king's declara- 
tion, prefixed to the articles, affirms tha^ they 
contain the true dofbrine of the church of Eng- 
land, agreeable to God*s word ; requires all the 
clergy to continue in the uniform profefEon 
thereof; prohibits the leafl difference from the 
faid articles ; enjoins that no man hereafter fliall 
either print or preach, to dAw the article afide 
any way ; but ihall fubmit to it in the plain and 
full meaning thereof; and that he fhaU not put 

his 
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Ills own fenfeft or comment to be the meaning 
of the article, but fhall take it in the literal 
and granunatical fenfe« To make this matter 
(b plain, and explicit, that no one may mif« 
underftand it, every clergyman is required by 
the adt of uniformity^ pailed in the reign of 
Charles the Second* to fubfcribe his unfeigned 
afient and conient to all and every thing con* 
tainedvin the book of common-prayer» and in 
the thirty-nine articles, as by law eftablifhed. 
Every minifter, when he is induded into a liv-- 
ing# is obliged to read all the articles in the 
prefence of his congregation, which he clofes 
with a declaration fixx^r to his fubfcription. 

It is not my intention to enter into a particu* 
lar examination of the meaning or fenfe of the 
articles, or of the fentiments contained in the 
liturgy. Notwithiknding the numerous vo- 
lumes which have been written on the fubjed; 
I cannot but think they are in general eafy to 
be underftood ; and that whoever is acquainted 
with the fentiments of the compilers* as dif* 
played in their writings* cannot, unlefs he is 
unduly prejudu:ed, have much doubt as to what 
are the genuine dodtrines of the church of Eng* 
land. 

I beg le^e further to premife, if declarations 
and fubfcriptions are of gi!eater importance, and 

ought 



C 3^2 ] 

ought to be more cautioufly entered into on on6 
occafioh tKan another, it fliould be when reli- 
gion is concerned: If there are men who are 
more requii'ed to attend not only to the letter, 
but to the fpirit of them, it muft be the mini- 
fters of the Chriftian religion : And if there is 
a period when t&ey are more peculiarly called 
to confider the nature and import of their en- 
gagements, it muft be at that very important 
one, when they enter on their facred work ; 
when they declare thiat they are ** inwardly 
** movecj by the H61y Ghoft/' Prevarication 
and deceit are juftly reckoned fome of the worft 
crimes men can be guilty of. I believe in the 
cortimon affairs of life, were we to fign our un- 
feigned affcnt and confent, to any declaration 
whatever, and folemnly profefs that we approved 
of all, and every thing contained in it ; were 
we afterwards to acknowledge that we had not 
ftudicd its contents ; were we to employ our 
time and talents in explaining away its meaning, 
and were we habitually to aft diametrically op- 
pofite to its engagements ; I believe, under fuch 
circumftances, the honeft part of mankind would, 
in the fevereft terms, reprobate our conduft, 
and compel us, if we had any regard to our 
charaders, to alter it. Is religion then, let mc 
ferioufly demand, not only to be turned into a 

trade. 
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tftide, but into the moft dtjhonefi \mit} Is 
the church the only place in which men are 
allowed with impunity^ to be open, flagrant, 
and conflant prevaricators ? 

Let no one haftily pronounce thefe remarks, 
plain and artlefs as they may appear, entirely 
ufelefs. Had they fuitably imprefled the minds 
of the framers of our eccleiiaftical eflablifhiAent, 
they would never have forced into the church 
Innovations that have produced, and are 
every day producing, innumerable mifchie&; 
and which (while men are refolved to retain 
their prejudices) God only knows how they are 
to be got rid of. 

I DECLARE MV UNFEIGNED ASSENT AND 
CONSENT TO ALL AND EVERY THING CON- 
TAINED IN THE BOOK OF COMMON-PRAYER, 
AND IN THE ARTICLES OF THE CHURCH OF 

England. This declaration is made and fub- 
icribed by every clergyman, and repeated in the 
courfe of their lives, by numbers. Let us en- 
quire, as concifely as pofTible, how it is attend- 
ed to. 

With refpeft to the clergy in general, it may 
be affirmed, that the majority fubfcribe as a mat- 
ter of courfe, without any ferious reflediionj 
and that many others make the fame fubfcrip*- 
tion, whofe confciences are uneafy at tlie time, 

but 
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but who contrive by fotnc means or other to 
pacify them. 

Bifhop Burnet obfervcs : ** There arc many 
" things in the church of England, that have 
** been very uijeafy to me, — The requiring fub- 
«* fcription to the thirty-nine articles is a great 
** impoiition. The greater part fubfcribe them 
*^ v^ithout ever examining them y and others do 
** it becaufe they muft do it, though they can 
<« hardly fatisfy their confciences about fome 
*' things in them *." Thofe perfbns who arc 
beft acquainted with our young gentlemen from 
6ie univerfities, will acknowledge, that the num- 
ber of thofe who thoughtlefsly fubfcribe, is, 
fince the above obfervations were made, rather 
increafed than diminifhed. It is now one huiv-> 
dred and thirty years fince the adl of uniformity, 
which impoies the ftrid: fubfcription, pailed the 
legiflature. The number of clergymen in Eng- 
land is upwards of ten thoufand« Reckoning 
a new race every thirty years, above fifty thou- 
fand have, fince the paffing of the aft, fubfcri- 
bed as required. Twenty-fix thouland (the 
greater part) of thcfe have inconfiderately en- 
tered into the church. We muft therefore plac« 
the majority of the minifters of our eftabliihed 
church, in the clafs oi tboughtleis prevaricators ; 

• Burnet's Hiftory of his Own Time, Vol. VI. p. 176- 

or 



I 3^5 1 

Or rathef triflcrs, who have been carelcfs whe- 
ther what they have fubfcribed is true or falfe, 
and who would, with equal fecility, have made 
a direft contrary fubfcription. 

Let us not, however, be fevereOnthis unthink- 
ing body of men. Their young minds are coh- 
tariiinated, in the very places where they ought to 
be puf iiied. It is at our univerfities Where their 
moral fenfc is blunted : th6y there lofe thofe dif- 
tindrons between right and wrong, which are 
kepi up almofl: every where elfe. " Members 

* of colleges in the univerfities, and of other 

* ant:ieiit foundations, are required to fwear to 

* the obfervaftce of their refpedtive ftatutes ; 

* which obfefvance is become in fome cafes un- 

* lawful, in others impradticable, in others ufe- 
^ lefs, in others inconvenient */' 

Such are the obfervations of Archdeacon Pa* 
ley : he follows them with certain rules, fome 
of which may be ufeful to thofc who wifh to 
learn the art of ftretching the confcience. In- 
ftead of attending to them, ought we not with 
carneftnefs to demand— Why are oaths forced 
upon young men, candidates for the miniftry, 
which are ** unlawful, impradticable, ufelefs, 
*• and inconvenient?" Is not this a fcandal to 
our univerfities ; and what can we think of our 
ecclefiaftical rulers, who fuffer it to cxift ? 

*^Palcy'8 Phitofophv, VoK I. p. 2ir, 

X We 
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. We wiK next turn our attention to that part 
of the clergy, who think on the nature of fub- 
fcriptionst and who have fome idea of the &ndi-> 
ty of a miniftcrial engagement. Amongft thefc 
there^ arc many who " fubfcribe becaxife they 
*' m\x&. do it, though they can hardly iatisfy their 
*^ confciences ;'* that is, they could not other* 
wife gain admittance into the church. To the 
uneafy confciences of thefe gentlemen, I will 
venture to affirm, we are indebted for moft of 
thofe ingenious apologies for deceit and pre- 
varication, with which the church has fwanned 
for a century paft. Articles which during the 
reigns of Queen Elizabeth, James the Flrft, and 
part of Charles the Firft, were fubicribed but 
in one fenfe, the ** Plain literal grammatical 
*' fenfe i' and which for nuny years afterwards, 
were fubfcribed in only two fenfes, (the Calvi- 
niftical and Arminian) were by degrees found 
out to contain three, four, five, fix, and fo on, to 
thirteen different fenfes *. We will attend to 
fome of the mofl plaufible, and fee how far we 
can reconcile them, I will not fay, to that fim- 
plicity and godly fincerity, which fhould dwell in 
the mind of a Chriflian minifier, but to that com- 
mon integrity, which almofl all men profeis to 
venerate. 

Mr. Paley, in his chapter on fubfcription to 

* See them ail mcatiohed in Dr. Pricftiey's laft Letters to Dr. Horfle^. 
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firticles of feith (which follows very properly, 
thofc chapters which treat of Lies and Oaf6s) 
introduces the fubjed by enquiring, " Who is 
•* the impofer of fubfcription ?" To which he 
replies ; " The biihop who receives the fub- 
•* fcription is not the impofer, any more tlun 
** the cryer, of a court, who adminifters the oath 
•* to the jury, and witneflcs, is the pcrfon that 
'' impofes it/' This is law : and an admirable 
ialvo it affords to the confcience of a biihop^ 
who, in the folemn bufincfs of ordination, when 
requiring fubfcription, is only a common cryer ^ 
to adminifter the neccffary oath ; and who need 
not trouble himfelf by refledling whether he 
believes it, or by enquiring if the candidate for 
the miniftry believes it. Honeft Mr. Whifton, 
was of a different opinion ; and when he was 
offered a bifliopric, refufed it, ** Becaufe he 
** mufl impofe the fubfcription on others.** Let 
our bifhops, however, fhclter their confcicnces 
under the law ; and in the mean time, I can- 
not but wifh the people would jufl turn it in 
their minds, whether they might not have clerical 
criers to adminifter the oath, and take the fub- 
(criptions of our young clergymen, on rather 
cheaper terms than at prefent, efpecially as the 
ivork is fo infignificant, and only matter of form. 
** The compilers of the thirty-nine articles 
*' are not to be confidered as the impofers of 

X a " fob- 
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•• fubfcription, any more than ^ the ffamcr or 
•' drawer up of a law is the pcrfon that enadd 
*• it." True : but when the law is enadted by 
the legiflature^ we muA confider the language 
of the framers and drawers up^ expreiTed in 
that kw^ as containing the fentiments of the 
legiflative body. By the fame rule we muft 
coniider the language of the compilers of the 
articles^ as containing the fentiments of the legif*^ 
lature which impofcd them* 

" The Icgiflature of the 13th Eliz- is th* 
•• impofer, whofe intention the fubfcribcr is 
«* bound to fatisfy." This is not corred. The 
legiflature of the 14th Charles IL is equally the 
impofer^ and the fubfcriber is bound equally to 
iatisfy the intentions of the latter, as of the 
former. The words of the fubfcription, as 
conftantly impofed^ are taken from the aft of 
Charles, and not from that of Elizabeth. 

** They who contend that nothing lefs can 
" juftify fubfcription to tha thirty-nine articles, 
** than the adtual belief ^each and every fcpa- 
** rate propolition contauied in them, muft fup- 
" pofe, that the legiflature expeded the confenr 
" of ten thoufand men, and that in perpetual 
" fuccellion, not to one controverted propofition, 
** but to many hundreds. It is difficult to con- 
«« ccivc how this could be cxpcftcd by any, who 
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obierved the incurable diverfity of human opi- 
nion upon ajl fubjc6ls (hort of demonftration." 
However free we may be to confefs, that thefe 
obfervations fhew the extreme folly of impo- 
fing the belief of ** Many hundreds of contro- 
•* verted propofitions," (I fincerely wifh, fome 
clergyman of Mr, Paley*s fentiments had con- 
verfed with the impofers) yet we muft add, that 
it was the defign of the legiflature, however dif- 
ficult it may be for the Archdeacon to conceive 
it, that each of the propofitions exprefled in the 
articles ihould be aiTented to by every clergy- 
man of the eilablifhed church. Vain as the 
attempt was, it was an attempt to prevent di« 
verfity of- opinion, and to eftablifh uniformity* 
To put this matter out of all doubt, the ad of 
Charles IL has made the words of the fubfcrip- 
txon as ftrong as they could be : unfeigned 

ASSENT AND CONSENT TO ALL AND EVERY 
THING CONTAINED IN THE BOOK OF COM- 
MON-PRAYER, AND IN THE THIRTY-NINE 

ARTICLES. To Ais fubfcriptiou Mn Paley 
has folemniy fet his\and. This ^* unfeigned 
^' aflcnt and confent to all and every thing," hq 
has publicly deplared, in th? prefence Qf God, 
Angels, and Men. 

^* Subfcription to articles of religion, though 

^^ no more than a declaration of the fubfcribers 

X 3 '' aflent. 
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^' aflent^ may properly enough be confidered 
" in coiinedion with the fabjcd of oaths^ be- • 
" caufc it is governed by the fame rule of inter- 
" prctation/' One of thefc rules, as laid down 
in the work we are now quoting, is as follows : 
*' As oaths are defigned for the fecurity of the 
** impofer, it is manifeft they muft be interpret* 
^* ed, and performed in the fenfe in which the 
*^ impofer intends them ; otherwife, they afford no 
*^ fecurity to him." 

Let us apply this moil juft rule of interpre- 
tation to the fubjeft of fubfcriptions ; for furely 
the proper application of it will tend to decide 
the controvcrfy. The defign of the impofer 
was, without a doubt, to qftablifh uniibrmiQr 
in the church, and to preferve it from diverfity 
of opinions. The title of the a^, the words of 
the fubfcription, the declaration prefixed to the 
articles, proclaim this defign in the mofl pofitive 
manner. The articles and the book of conunon- 
prayer mufl therefore be interpreted agreeable 
to the fenfe of the compilers, or which is the 
fame, the fenfe of the impofers ; and till the 
fame authority, an adt of parliament, alters the 
prefent fubfcription, it can only admit of the 
original interpretation. 

Our author having given it as his opinion that 
the impofers of the law did not mean that fub* 

fcription 
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fcripdon to the articles fhould include the actual 
belief of every propofition contained in them^ 
proceeds to enquire ; " If the authors of the 
'^ law did not intend this^ what did they intend ?" 
To which he anfwers, •' They intended to ex- 
•* elude from offices in the church, i . All abet- 
" tOTS of popety. 2. Anabaptifls, who were 
** at that time a powerful party on the continent. 
" 3* The Puritans, who were hoftile to an epif- 
** copal conftitution, and in general the mem- 
** hers of fuch leading fedts or foreign cftablifh- 
^' ments, as threatened to overthrow our own. 
^' Whoever finds himfelf comprehended within 
^^ thcfe three defcripjtions, ought not to fub« 
*' fcribe.* ' So then, according to this latitude, a 
clergyman may give his unfeigned aiTent and 
iconfeot to the thir^-nine articles, and to all 
and every thing contained in the book of com- 
mon prayer, and at the £ime time disbelieve al-r 
moft all the dodrines contained in them : he only 
means that he is not a Papifl, an Anabaptiil, ^ 
Puritan, or an enemy to an epifcopal CQnfti(Ur 
tion : can any man honeftly believe, that $hefc 
were the on/y pcrfons intended by the imppfen 
of the fubfcription, to be prevented fronx enr 
tering into the church ? If he can believe this^ 
lie may believe any thing. Vpon thefe prin-? 
ciples. Dr. Prieftley himfelf, has only to overcome 

3C 4 l^is 
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hh averfion to the epifcopal part of the confti- 
tutioDt and he may, notwithftaiiding his rooted 
difbelief of almoil every article the church in* 
ciilcates^ fubfcribe to all^ and be one of her or* 
thodox members. What we (hould think of 
the Doftor in fuch a cafe, I will not pretend to 
fay ; but what he has given us le^ve to think of 
him, we may fee by referring to the 13 th of 
his letters to the inhabitants of Birminghanx, in 
^iviuch^he makes uie of a word which I dp not 
think proper to repeat. 

There are others who fubfcribe the articles 
as ** articles of peace ;" that is, they agree, al- 
though they do not believe the major part, not 
to oppofe them* A ohriftian miniftor thus 
goes into the church* and fatisfies his con- 
fcience for having fubfcribed to what he does 
not believe, becaufe h^does not openly declare 
his unbelief. The dodlrines of the church may 
thus remain a dead letter : whether they are 
true or felle, his hearers may find out as well as 
they can, for he is totally filent on the fubjeft, 
Mr. Palcy countenances this fpecies of grofs 
prevarication : but when he and other dignita* 
Ties of the church, preach peace in this manner 
, to the confcicnces of their brethren, we may 
jiiftly reply in the language of the prophet; 
" Ye have healed the hurt of the daughter of 

•* God's 
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•* God's people (lightly, fiiying, peace, peace, 
♦* when there is no peace*," 

Others fubfcribe with the mental refcrva- 
tion ; " As for as they are agreeable to the word 
*• of God :" that is, they give their un£:igned 
affent and confent to the whole thirty-nine ar- 
cles, and if they believe but one, and difbelieve 
the remaining eight and thirty, as they fHU be«- 
lievc the whole, fo for as they arc agreeable to 
the word of God, their coniciences are fafe ; and 
men who thus equivocate, call themfelves mi- 
nifters of th? gofpel l-f 

There arc others who inform us, that by this 
fubfcription they do not mean an inward and 

* Every one, Hip a late bilhop of Briftpl, (Dr. Conybeare) who f\d>> 
fcribes the articles of religion, does thereby engage, not only n^i f9 dif^ 
«r cmtre^Si tbemy but his fubfcription amounts to an approbation of, and 
«n alTentto, the truth of the do<Strincs therein contained, in the very fenfe 
in which the compilers arc fuppofcd to have undcrftood them, OmfcT- 
fioiial^ P- i94< 

t In the re%n of (^cen Elizabeth, there was a judgment given in com. 
non law, as follows : one Smith fub^cribed to the articles with this addi- 
tion, Jo far forth as the fame were agreeoBJe to the word of God i where* 
upon it was refblved by fl^ray, chief jt^ine of the King's Bench, and all the 
judges of England, that this fubfcription wa? no^ according to the ftatutc 
of 13 Elizabeth, bccaufe the ftatute required an abfiilute fubfcription, and 
this fubfcription made it conditional, and that this aA was made for avoid- 
ing divcrftty of opinions, S:c. and by this addition, the party might hy his 
awn private opinion, take fomc of them to be againft the word of God, 
and by this means divcrfity of opinions ihould not be avoided, white was 
thefcope ofthej^ntute, and the very aft itfcif made touching fubicription of 
rone cfftd. Confcifional, p. 169. 2 Edition. It is tobc wifhcd thit 
the clergy would again try this method, to fee whether the law would 
elJow of their fnlvos ; it would be mu^h better than pubKlhipg thcmia 
Ix-oks J but pcrh^ips it might npt bc/n^t«/, 

entir.9 
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entire approbation of the fentlments» but onfy 
an approbation of ufe : that is, although they 
diibelieve inany of the articles, and diiapprove 
of many parts of the common prayer, they agree 
to the conftant ufe of both. That legiilative 
authority however, which impofed the fubfcrip- 
tion, has twice exprefled its diiapprobation of 
fuch an equivocating interpretation*. But if 
it had not, how is it pofTible a conicientious 
clergyman ihould go on all his life ufing a li- 
turgy, many of the fentiments of which he dif- 
jipproves ; worshipping Almighty God with 
bis lips, while his heart is not only hr from^i 

• •< We, the Commons in Parliimcnt aflcmblcd, do claim, protcft, and 
•* avow for truth, the sekse of the articles of religion^ which were. efta- 
^- biiflicd hf ptrliament, in the tjth year of our late queen Elizabeth, which 
^ by the public a£t of the church of Epgland, and by the general and cur- 
*' rent ezpofitioni of the writers of our church, have beea delivered unto 
f< us ; and we rejed the fenTc of the Jr/uiis and Armixians, and aU 
others, wherein they differ from us." Conft^nal, p. 130. 

In the year 1663, a bill was brought into the Houfe of Commons, and 
pafled there, entitled ** An a£t for relief of fuch perfons, as by ficknefs 
^ or other impediipents, were difabledfirom fubfcribing the declaration in 
** the ad of uniformity and explanation of part of the faid aft." This 
bill after berog read t>vice in the Houfe of Lords, was fent to a commit- 
fee, where the SoUowing claufe was propofed, *' That the declaration of 
*} aflfent and confent in the faid i^ft, ihall be underftood only as to the 
** prafdce and obedience of the faad aft, and not otherwife." This claufe 
was agreed to, not without a ftrong proteft. But when the bill thus 
amended* was fent to the Commons, it was objected to, and after a coa- 
fierence with the Houfe of Lords (in wjiich it was declared by one of the 
Commons, that the claufe had neither juftice nor prudence in it) that 
Houfe pa(&d the bill without the daufc. Thus it is the declared fenfc 
of the legiflature, that the unfeigned ailcnt ?nd confent relates not only 
to the ufe, but to the inward and entire approbation of all ^ every tbiag 
as cxpreffed in the fubfcripti^m. Lord's Journals. Vol. XI. p. 564 — 
.7^ Commons Journals. Vgl. YUl. p. 516—534. 

but 
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but averie to the very langtiage he is offering* 
I will not fay, that a minifter in the purer ages 
of the church, would have run the hazard of 
being turned out for fuch grois prevarication, 
but this I will fay, that a man who could carry 
on a fimilar farce in common life> might think 
himielf well off, if when he was difcovered he 
was not driven from all honeft fociety. 

These .are fome of the ways in which men 
fubfcribe to a liturgy, and to articles agreed upon, 
^* for avoiding diverfities of opinions, and fcsr 
•* eftablifliing confent concerning true religion." 
I'befe are the methods by which they have chofen 
to comply with the directions exprefTed in the 
declaration prefixed to^the articles, ** of con- 
♦* tinning in the uniform profeffion of them, 
*' without the leaft difference, or varying ftom 
" them in the leaft degree/' I'hefe are the 
modes of interpreting them ^* in the true, ufual, 
'^ and literal meaning of the words, not putting 
" their own fenfe or comment upon any article, 
^* but taking them in their literal and gramma- 
** tical fenfe/* T^befe are the terms on which 
many of our celebrated divines hold their pre- 
ferments. If Thefe cpnftitute chriftianity, n>ay 
God of his infinite mercy preferve mankind from 
embracing it ! May infidelity triumph over its 
deftrudion. No, this is not chriftianity, but a 

lyftem 
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ffRtm "without a name," built upon the ruins 
of common fenfc, and common honcfty! 

Wc often hear of the enormity of cuftom- 
houfe oaths ; but we will not be rig^d in our 
cenfures on the poor wretches, who on that 
theatre of mercantile perjury fo readily fwallow 
down any thing for money ; perhaps they are 
tolerably verfed in fome of the explanations 
which have been adof>ted by many . divines of 
the church of England*. 

Dr. Prieftley wifhes •* the experiment was 
*' m^c of making the clergy declare upon their 
•* honour, that they believe the articles as they 
** arc required to do, in the obvious, literal, and 
'' grammatical fcnfe of the words, and that they 
^^ make this declaration as the fettled principle 
*' and convidion of their heart, as they hope 
•• for meiK:y from the God of truth-j*." I fee 
no kind of ufe in attempting the experiment, 

"♦ The remarks of Dr. Watcrland concerning oatjis. and fubfcrTption?» 
y ere never more ncceflary to be held up than in the prefent day, *< The 
'* prevarication of fubfcribing to forms which men bw-Iicve not according 
•• to the true and proper fenfc of the words, anJ the known intent of the 
M iinpot'crs nnd ccmpikrs, is in itfelFa bad t^in:;* an^ would in time, 
•• have a very iU eft'c^ on the morals of a nation. If either state 

•• 0,\TH« ON THE ONE HAVO, OR. CHURCH SUBSCRIPTIONS ON TUt 
^ OTHER^ONCE CO>tt to BE MADE I.IG^fT Of, AND SUBTILTIES B% 
•* INVENTED TO DKIEND OR. PALLIATE SUCH GROSS INSINCERITY, 
<« WE MAY BID FAREWEL TO I'RINCIPLKS, AND RE'l^GIO>{ ITSEty 
<« WILL BE LITTLE ELSE BUT DISGUISED ATHEISM \* Vindication of 

Chrift's Kvinity, Vol. I. Preface. 
^ F^mitiar Letters, letter ijth^ 

Were 
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Were meh to make fuch a declaration ten thou- 
And times over, difbclieving it every tkne ; if 
they were not ^* Papifts, Anabaptifts, or Puri- 
^^ tans/' we find that their minds might be ;at 
cafe. Even if they were included in thcfe dc- 
icriptions, they might fticlter themfelves under 
the all comprehenfive plea, diat the obfervancc 
of fubfcriptions as well as oaths i6» ^^ in fbme 
^^ cafes unlawful, in others ufelefs, in others in^ 
^^ convenient, and in others impradicablc*/* 

This fubjeil is the more diflreffing if wc con- 
fider> that fbme of the brightefl ornaments of the 
church of England, have been compelled to 
flielter themfelves under the miferable fubter'- 
fuges wc have expofed. Bifhop Hoadly, Doc* 
tors Clarke and Jortin^ (not to mention many 
others) whofe fcrmons, writings, and lives, 
proclaimed them, in moif refpedte, excellent 
men ; who earneflly defired a reform in the 
church; were all guilty of this prevarication^ 
We are likcwife compelled, however difagrce- 
able, to apply the fame remark to fomc great 

• This is too ferioos a matter for ridicule, or clfc wc might coniefture 
fhsit the latitude iibovc«mcniiottcd was panly borrosrcd from tha Ihidk- 
bi-:.ftic fyftcm of theology. 

** He that impofcs an oath makes it, 
" Not h| that for convenience takes it : 
" Thtn how can any man be faid, 
•*, To break an oath he never made ?'* 

JIudibras. Part 2. Canto 1. 

-5 men 
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oaen now in the church* Who that his heard 
the fermons^ or read the writings of Doftor 
Watfbn Bifhop of Landaff^ and has been im- 
proved and charmed with thofe enlightened^ 11- 
beral» and evangelical fentiments by which they 
are fo eminently diflinguiihed, but muft lament 
that fuch a man continues the fupporter of a 
churchy ntany of whofe articles, though he has 
often fubfcribed with his hand, he has as often 
diflented from in his heart. Who that has 
read the writings, fo excellent on various ac- 
counts, of Archdeacon Paley, but muft equally 
lament, that any of them ftiould contain fuch 
difgraceful fentiments as we have animadverted 
upon. Never furely were fome of his awn ob- 
fervations more applicable than on the prefent 
Qccafion. " Though fome purpofes of order 
" and tranquillity may be anfwered by the efta- 
^* bliftiment of creeds and confeflions, yet they 
*5 are at all times attended with ferious incon- 
•* venicnces, TAey check enquiry \ they violate 
^ liberty \ they ensare the consciences 

" OF THE clergy BY HOLDING OUT TEMPT- 
V ATIONS TO PREVARICATION \ howeVCf 

^ they may exprefs the perfuafion, or be accom- 
** modated to the controverfies,^ or to the fears 
*^ of the age in which they are compofcd, in 
** procefs of time, and by reafon of the changes 

« which 
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'^ ivhkh are wont to take place in the judg-^ 
^f ment of mankind upon religious fubjeds, they 
'^ come at length to contradid the ddtual opi^ 
•* nions of the churchy whole dodiines they 
*^ profels to contain*." 

Let us now attend to the evidence fd far as 
We have proceeded. We have prefumed on 
good authority, that fince the laft a£t of uni« 
formity took place, out of fifty thoufand cler- 
gymen, twenty-fix thou^d " the greater part" 
have fubfcribed their unfeigned aflent and con^ 
fent to articles, without having examined them. 
We may now add,^ that on a moderate compu- 
Ution, two thirds of the remainder, that is fix- 
teen thoufand, having examined the articles, 
have under the various falvos before-menticMicd, 
fubfcribed the fame unfeigned aflent and con- 
fent, while at the fame time they difbelieved 
many of the dodlrines contained in them. 

Melancholy as this fubjedt is to dwell upon 
(and it cannot be more fb to the reader than to 
the writer) jufHce requires that we fhould not 
yet leave it.. Let us now turn our attention to 
the remainder of the clergy, that is to about t 
iixth part who have profefTed at leafl to fub- 
/bribe the afticlcs honeftly, agreeable to the 
intention of the compilers. The clergy who 

♦ Prindpjcs of Moral and Political Philofophy. Vol. 11. p. 320. 

compofe 
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compoie this clais are ufually divided into tw6 
parties t the Arminian and the CalvinifUc. AU 
though^ as we have already obferved, every ar- 
ticle is required to be fubfcribed in the plain and 
full meaning thereof, in the literal and gram- 
matical fenfe ; ftrange to tell, it has been for 
more than a century paft, a matter of contro-' 
veriy, what this fenfe is, and though the com-» 
pilers of the articles were moderate Calvinifts^ 
and a vaft majority of the clergy for near a cen-» 
tury afterwards were of the fame fentiments, yet 
an almoft total revolution has fince taken place i 
a Calviniftic minlAer is now a rarity in the 
church ; and I believe I may fafely affirm, that 
fince the days of good Bi{hop Beveridge we 
have had Arminians, Arians, if not Socinians 1 
but not ONE Calvinift on the Epifcopal bench^ 
It is well known that candidates for the miniftiy^ 
men for their parts and piety unexceptionablei 
have been refufed ordination, yS/f/^ becaufe they 
Were zealous friends to the doftrincs of the ar-* 
tides I and that while herefy and immorality of 
almofl every kind have been tolerated at our 
univerfities, Calvinifin and true chriftian piety 
have been defpifed and vilified. The famous^ 
or rather infamous Oxford expuliibn, is within 
the memory of mofl of us*. 

• The late Lcnrd Chatham's clvfcriptton of the church was a veiy ^dt 
QM* ** A l^qp'ifk liturgy, C^WiaiUical artictc', and aii AnniaiiOi dcr^.*' 

But 
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l^ut as it has been matter of diiputfi whether 
the articles wfll bear an Arminian interpretation 
(although the queftion (hould in juftice be» 
whctheif the compilers meant to allow fuch a 
latitadd) I (hall not debate the matter* Bifhop 
Burnet^ one of the beft and moft hoiieft Af- 
tniniarfSi £urly dckiloWledges in his famous et-* 
pofition on the tniich controverted feventeenth 
article, that the Cal^inift fiibfcribes it eta the 
lafer fide* In fuch a ferious afiiir^ whdn a mi- 
nifter declares *' he is inwardly moved by the 
«< holy ipirit of God," is it not beft to take 
care to be on the fafer fide, and if he cannot in 
tnaking the required declaration, miift it not be 
the moft fatis&£tory to his confcience to decline 
it altogether*? Leafing this point, I muft ad- 
Vert to andthei*, which has been attended with 
many difiiculties among thofe who are other- 
wife agreed; I mean the do6trine of the Trinity 
as explained, I fhould have (aid perplexed, in 
the two crcieds; the Nicene and the Athanafian; 
and in which fkilful difputants have found di- 

» If the reader wiihes to fee in a fmall oompafs what were die fenti* 
t&ents of the compilers of the article'g, he hat only to read, " The church 
** of England vindicated from the chatge of Anninianifm/' ao 8to. 
*< pamphlet ; and Hiftoric Proof of the dodbinal Calvinifm 6f the church 
•* of England/' t vols. 8vo. Both the above works were written by 
Ae late learned and ingqitoas Mr. Toplady, Vicar of Broad Uembury, 
Pevon. It is a pity Comt friend to the author's memory does not reprint 
tbi lattu^kanng out the pfiibual aiperitiet againik the Ute Mr. Wefley. 

Y rea 
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reft contradiaions. It is to the latter of thtfid 
creeds^ I (hall confine my remarks. 

With refpcdt to the creed itfclf, its very ap- 
pearance is in a moft " queftionable fliape." If 
we believe the generality of learned men, it 
bears a falfliood on the face of it : they inform 
us it was never written by St. Atlianafius, and 
furely they are right, for no Saint could ever 
have prefumed to explain a myfterious dodtrine 
in fuch a manner as only to involve it in ^* dark- 
" nefs vifible ;" and enjoin the unwavering be- 
lief of fuch an explanation, under the moft 
dreadful denunciations. of everlafting damnation. 
It is not to be wondered at, that our great men 
in the church have been alarmed at fubfcribing 
the creed -, and that their confciences, have fet 
their ingenuity to work to help them out of the 
dilemma of damning thofe, who in their better 
judgments, they believe are faved. 

Amongft the various champions of ortho- 
doxy in the prcfent day, I believe no one will 
difpute the zeal of Dr. Horfley, Bifbop of St* 
Davids. (Dr. Prieftley's Bifhop) In the former 
part of a controverfy, which has lately engaged 
the attention of the public, it muft be acknow- 
ledged, that amidft the hard blows which the 
prelate gave the philofopher, he ftill difplayed 
an unufual degree of candour, in exprefling his 

firm 
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firm opinion that his opponent would finally be 
laved. This appeared rather extraordinary, as 
fuch a declaration Was fo different from that 
which he had repeatedly fubfcribed. He was 
charged with the inconfiftency. His Lordftiip 
waxed warm; but after all his epifcopal airs> 
the heretical Doftor at laft compelled him to 
confefs, that he difapprovfed of the damnatory 
claufes of the Athanafian creeds and that he 
only fubfcribed to the doctrine contained in it. 
In other words, as a divine of his own church 
wiD inform him, " By fubfcribing the whole 
^* creed he meant only the middle and not both 
^^ ertdsy To which the fame divine adds, ^' By 
^* parity of reafon, other men may fubfcribe to 
" both ends^ and not to the middle */' Well 
might a noble author obferve, refpeding the 
bifhop's prevarication ; " No impofition on the 
" underflanding can appear to me to be more 
** grofs, than to pretend to fupport fuch an cx- 
*• travagance -f*/' * 

As to the uncharitable claufes of the creed, 
they feem to have been reprobated by the mofl 

* CIergyman*s vade mecum, quoted in the Confeilional, p« 187. 

+ It was lucky for the Bi(hoj), that his heterodoxy, was not knowA 
till after his preferment. If it had, a certain great Aiw Lord (fo remark- 
able for his pure orthodoxy <, exemplary piety ^ and cbrtflian meeknefi \ and 
m>hoJe JPeecb is alwdys with grace) might not, perhaps, have been fo 
zealous a friend to this defender •( the churchy nor fo active in his pro- 
motioni as report fays he was. 

Y 2 eminent 
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eminent men in the church. Chillingwofd* 
obfcrves, ^^ That the damning fentcnces in St. 
^' Athanafius's creed, (as we are mado^ to Tub-* 
^*^ fcribc it) are fidfe ; and alfo iii a high dcgrccir 
^ prefumptuous and fchifmatiGd/'^ ^^ fodeed,*^ 
fays bifhop Taylor, ^* It feems to ifae very har* 
*^ to put unchaiitablcnefs into dbe creed, and fa 
•'^to make? it become as ah article oE fkith^ 
«* thtnigh perfiapar, this^ very thing was no faith* 
"of Athabafius."^ AYehbiflSop Tilletfon wifh^ 
edlhe church was well rid of the cited*. Many 
of our modem dignitarie^r it is well Hnown,r 
diflike every part of it ; and t Ijielieve tfierc is 
hardly a^ clergyman to 6e founds who will be 
bold enough to attempt a vindication of its dam- 
natoi^ &ntence»: and yet al! tha^ men have 
fclemnly ' fiibicribed the whole of it, and it i^ 
itill ordered to be read> thirteen times every 
year^ in every, parifh church ia Englaad and 
Ireland; 

Let' us now proceed with out evideifte, ah* 
as it muff be allowed,, that the gmerality of 
even &e ferious- pait of the clergy have fub^ 
fcribed the articles in an Arminian fenfc, we 
may fafcly aflert that of the clafi we are now 



^ Hints, &0. (libmitted to the ferious attention of the clei^, nobOity, 
and gcncry» newly aifodated :* Had to be written by hit Grace the Duke 
dlGtw&mf p. 33- 34» 

confidering 
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CAnfidefing (the eight thoufand^ three parts out 
of four have »«/ made the»r iubfcription in the 
jdain^ literal, graaunttkal fenfe of the com-> 
jpilers j fo diat the number of clergymen who 
have fubfctibed for the laft hundred und thirty 
years, as originally intended, appears to have 
been not more than two thou&nd, out of fifty 
thoufand^ 

J now beg leave to addrefs for a moment our 
Calviniftic clergy ; tho£b who imagine them-* 
ielves righteous in this bufinefs ; who alTeft td 
compare themfelves with the reformers of th^ 
church of England ; who profefs to fubfcrthe 
in the fairefl: and fulled: manner, and who are, 
in their fermons g^pd writings, unmercifully 
fcvere on all their brethren who fubfcribe dif- 
fcrently from themfclves, Thcfe gentlemen 
will, I hopei forgive me for ^fking diem ; Have 
you a right to aflume fqch high-toned lan- 
guage as you ufually do ? Do you not appear 
in the moft difadvantageoijs light when you com* 
pare yourfelyes with the reformers f-^Thofe 
great and good nicn, though jufl emerged from 
die darkncfs of popery, appear tp have poflefled 
fouls njuch fupcrior tq yours. Their views 
were far more elevated. They coofcfled theif 
work was very imperf?ft i they lamented they 
could not go l4f thcr j they hoped their (uccef- 
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fbrs would have carried on the great defign of 
reforming the church. Let it never be forgot- 
ten, they were not the framers of the prefent 
fubfcription : they never refigned their chriftian 
liberty fo far as you have ; and we have reafon 
to believe, from the account we have of their 
fentiments, that were they now living, they 
would join the Non-conformifts in protefting 
againft the prefent church of England. But 
gentlemen, the queflion at prefent is not, what 
were the fentiments of the reformers, but what 
are your own fentiments concerning your fub- 
fcription. You have folemnly, in the prefenceof 
that God, who fearches the heart, and who ab- 
hors all prevarication — ^In the prefence of his ho- 
ly angels — In the face of the church — Declared 
your ** Unfeigned afl^nt and confent to ali and 
<* every thing contained in the articles and in 
*' the book of common-prayer." Forgive me 
for prefuming to afk you, (or rather for requefl- 
ing you to afk yourfelves) on fo very important 
a fubjedt — Do you unfeignedly give this aflent 
and confent to all and eDery thing ? What ! is 
there not one propofition in all the thirty- nine 
articles — Not one thing in the whole book of 
common-prayer-— Not one fentiment either in 
the office of baptifm, or in that of vifiting the 
fick, or in the burial fervice, as it is indifcrimi- 

nately 
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fiately ufed-r-Not one apocryphal Icflbn which 
you are ordered to read — Not a Jingle thing in 
the whole liturgy which you difapprove, and 
to which you do^oT give this aflent and con- 
fent ? Impoflible ! You muft diflent frtDpi and 
difapprove of many things, becaufe yeu are pof- 
fcfled of common fenfe, conunon hpnefty, and 
common chriftianity * ! 

Let 

* To expofe the errors, which every thoughtftil man muft acknow- 
ledge abountl in our articles and liturgy, woukl require a volume. I 
ihall only glance at a very few. 

With refpcft to the office of baptism, it is difficult to fay whether, 
as it is commonly performed, it is more ridiculous, or profane. What 
is the duty of fponfors, or, as they are called, god- fathers and god- 
inothers ? Dr. Nichols informs us, " That the fureties in baptifm 
•* religioufly engage for the faith of the baptifed, that they (hall finccre- 
*f ly believe all that is revealed in the gofpel, and Ihall direct the fubfc- 
f* quent a^ons of their lives by the laws of Chrift.'* Now the Icaft 
that can be expcftcd of fuch perlbns is, that they Ihould take the edu-: 
cation of the children for whom they arc fureties, into their own hands. 
This, however, is never done ; and was it to be attempted, ail prudent 
parents would fpoh forbid thcfe fponforsi their houfc. This charge, 
which in words is fo very fprious, is in reality, nothing but form. 
Sometimes the moft abandoned profligates ft^nd on the occafi,ou. Some- 
times profiled infidels engage in the ferious work. Many perf«ns take 
the office upon thera, who know that it is impollible ever to fultil a fmgle 
duty of it. To render abfurdity itfelf, if poiriblcj ftili more abfurd^ 
thefc fponfors are often rcprefented by proxies, Sp that the proxies 
promife for the fponfors^ who promife for the chilci. Even lus Ma- 
jesty is called from affairs of ftate, and our gracious Que ex fron^ 
domcftic cares; and his Royal Highnefs the Prince 9F Wales fr^im 
his pleafures, to " promife and vow for the children of our nobility^ 
i' that they (hall renounce the devil and all his works, and the pomps^ 
<* and vanities of tliis wicked world." This is called religion ! 

In the OFFICE for visiting the sick, the abfolution is as fiiock-, 

i^jtg popery as can be found in the mafs-book. Dr. Stcbbing in His, 

l*\firudiom of a Parijb M'mifiir^ owns, " That the dodtrinc of facer-. 

'■■''* X ^ «.dot4 
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Let U8 ncm draw the necejKuy concIoiloA 
frojn ih; evu^nce yfp ^yp prpi^u^ed: 994 

fhopking 



** dotal abfolution i)^ no foundation in Soiptufe. That the popUh 
ff form in our oflkc kr vifidng the fick, iht popifli finnqi of crdinatioa 
'* alfoy arc both novtltics unknown M the church for thp firft thauv 
ff ftnd years ; and that it it n^uch to be wiflied thej were alterfd| that 
f< diflenten might find left matter for cefifore, and infidels for profane 
<< raillery. Bifhop ^ull (the Do6bnr adds) on^ of the ableft foholan 
f< ^d the ftauncheft churchn^n, ax>d the beft Chnftians of his timci 
** when he was f>n his dea(h-bed, refiifed to haye thi^ form rnd." 

The BpRiAL Service is» perhaps, one of the fineft forms eyer 
compofed. I )uye neyer heard it rcul (even in th^ wretched noaancr 
ittoooftenis) witi^ut^ingafieAed. Butfucliis thr ftfong afinc^pcf 
exprefled of the final ftate of the deceafcd* that it ought |iot to be read 
)>ut oyer thofe whofe fentiments^ and whofe liyes hare prodaimed thei^ 
to be firft rate Chriftians ; and yet let the deceaied have been ^m atheif| 
ftraninfide], or a prpfligate of almoft any defcriptifm; althou^thcr^ 
fa^ been no evidence of any alteration of his faith or manners, yet th( 
officiating clergyman, ** heartily thanj^s God f(y having, in lus great 
*' mercy, taken tp himfelf the foul of his diar brotheri and eamcftljp 
f < prays that his foul mj^y feft in Chrift, t^ his hope is |his his brother 
«* doth/* This practice is juflly %yrized in thofe fnnous Imscs writ- 
ten on Bifhop Atterbury's readiof the fcrvicQ ever ^ prv>ft£9^ Uk£^c^ 
Duke of his time, who died in dcfoair. 

\* I have no hope*— the Duke he (ried, a^nd dkd^ 
' ** In fure and certain hope--the priefi replied. 
<* Of thd'e two learned pecn, I prythee fay man, 
« Which was thp greateft knave, the prkft or laymm f 
<< The Duke h^ dies ah infidel ^feft : 
ff He's our dear brother, fays the lordly prieft, 
<< Though infidel, flill brother dear he cries, - 
f< And who dare fry the rev'rend prelate lies ?** 

With refpe£( te the Apocrtphal Lsssoks, fqpie of them caMam 
both abfurdities and falfitics. I was audibly infonned that an eminent 
6^ergyR)an| not we bimdred miUs from BUuk-fricacu was fodifgnfted 
with one of the leflbns which his curate had let^ in courfe, tbath^ 
(the rcdor) could not help fhewing in his fermon, that difgufi to his 
congregapon, by exclaiming : '*. This is not like that great lie which 
f < ypu juft heard fropi the ddk/* This ^^roithy a&d labodpus minifieri 

forgot 
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Aoddng as it muft be to the feelings of every 
£iend to ^ruth and yirtue> the ia<^ muft be de- 
clared; 



foTfft ^i«t be 99i his cunip had both^vm tl^imfeigAed aflem and 

OBOf^nt t9 tiie GREAT U£ I 

The ctAEMovT OP CONFIRMATION^ in ftfelf, 9])d as it is pcr- 
^onned, tends iadly to delude the fouli of men. The biihop declares to 
God *f That he has regenerated thefe his fenrants by water and the 
^ Holy Ghoft, and given them the forgivenefs of all their fins ;" and 
^ben lajfing his hand on their heads^ ** certifies, by that lign of God's 
f« fevour and gracious goodnefs towards them." Ho>v this ceremony is 
too o^n performed, a dei^roan of the prefent day acqvuims ys. '* la 
^ tmt^Moefc where there had been no confirmation for ten years, and 
f* which was at laft performed by a foreign biihop, the aflembly bein^ 
^ very tumultuous, the bishop's chaplain commanded order ^lUnce. But 
^ as die mob did not ob^y, this gentleman marked one of thofe vh^ 
^ prefled forward, and fetzing his wig, threw it from him. This turned 
« thecfaurdi into a perfedl bear-garden. At another confirni ition/' 
lays our author, « I was the only parochial clergyman prefent ; I af-er- 
«« ward^ found I might have faved myfelf that trouble. It was conduacd 
^ In the following mannpr. When as many candidates were placed be* 
f< fore the idpmmunioii rail, as it was capable oif holding, the attending 
^ chaplain, in i lund of half- whimper, gave the wprd of command : Llt^ 
•*jour b^ads chfg togeticr. But as the youths had not been previoufif 
** difoplined, they< Teemed not to iinderil^d what it was that was rcr 
♦• quired dF thcip^ The chaplain, therefore^'' a^fted in bringing tliciy 
i* heads, not without violence, ibmc to the right hand, and fome to tlie 
#< left, In cloTe cootaA ; by li^hich means the biihop, fpreading out the 
^< fingjtt of each hand, touched four heads ^t a time : and as he and hia 
<i cha^uiin bedame biore pn^difedy they were fomctimcs happy cnougi^ 
f< to nrliig three heads intoai kind of tfiangularpofition, and fo difpatched 
f * kvt^ orif ihtf were extraordinary Hicky, fix perfens at a time. It was« 
f< indeed, a tooft indeceht fcene, and J turned from it in difguft." Ad 
addrefs to bis Grate the ArMifit^ oJCanterbwr^^ ^c, by a amntty clergy^ 
num. p. 44» 45'' 

Although I dq not dt^d in the book of .common-prayer, any fervice for 
the CONSECRATION OP CHUkCHES AND CHURCH YARDS, yet I can*t 
pot help faying a w«nl or two re^e£Hng the latter, as it is by all tni^ 
^urchmen red^oned an affiur of gi«at importance. 

It fometimes happens that when a piece of ground is chofen by the 
paridi officers, as a burial place, there is a ftringe neglect in not having 
it co^ecrated before any bodies are dcpodtcd. { remember this ciccum.- 

* ftancc' 
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cl^red : The heavy charge^ gross prevari* 
CATION, lies on the whole body of the clergy. 



ftance gave great uneafinefs in a parifh in the weft of Engltoid. The 
clergy had a veftry fummoned, and it was moved that the biihop (kould 
he fcnt for to perform the neccflary ceremony. One of the church- 
wardens, with a very ferioui countenance^ addrefled the gentlemeq 
aflcmbled to the following purport : ** Although he was truly concerned 
^ that the remains of any of the parifliioners ihould be deposed in uo^ 
** holy ground ; yet unfortunately, the parifli was fo oyer-burthened 
** with rates, that if the bifliop and his train of officers were (cnt for* 
** an additional rate mud be levied to anfwcr the expence : That in this 
«« dilemma he had thought of a method which he hoped would fatisfy 
«* the confcicnces of his brethren, and at the fam^c time render a fonnal 
«* confccraticn unncccflary. He, therefore, propofcd to fend the fcxtoa 
•• to a neighbouring church-yard, where he might procure fevcnl 
•* wheel-barrows fullof /w/k moult/, which,might be ftrewedover the new 
•* burying-ground. That he did not doubt this holy mould woaid fcon 
** impart its virtues to the re{^ in fuch a manner, that the whole ground 
«* would be completely confccrated." This addrcfs had the moft happy 
cffe£t, in quieting the fcrupulous confcicnces of the pariihioners ; and 
they had wit enough to avoid the cxpcnce of a confccration. I ihall ex< 
pc^ the thanks of the public for the above communication, which I 
truft, will have due weight with thofe whom it may concern. 

When I confider that thcfe, with a variety of other ceremonies, which 
might be mentioned in our church eftablifhment, are oblfinately perfifted 
in and ftiffly contended for, under the pretence that all alterations are 
dangerous to church and ftate j I own I am at a lofs which of the an- 
cient philofophers to imitate, Htracfi/us or Democritus ; the one whq 
wept, cv the other who laughed at the follies of mankind ; 

•• To laugh were want of decency and grace ; 
**, Byt to be grave exceeds all power of face." 

The whole fub)e£t, however, affords a (briking comment on a remark 
of the late Dr. Lardner, upon fome parages of an early heathen writer 
(Zofimus) and with which \ fliall conclude this note : «* We have here 
V another proof that the change of religion was continually, upon all 
" occafions reprefented as hazardous to the ft ate : And we may ferthcr 
•* obfcrvc, that no religion can be fo abfurd and unreafonable, eJ^edaUy 
•* ivhen it has bfcn eflaUiJhcd, ami of a long iimey that will not find men. 
" of good abilities, not only to puUlate arid cxcufe, but alfo to approve, 
«* mdji'Jltfj itsgreaitft ahfurdities,** 

Lardncr*s Works, Vol. IX. p. 58. new edition. 
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[ 331 ] 

Yes, gentlemen, whatever office you may hold 
in the church, from au archbUhop to a curate- 
whatever you call yourfelves ; Calvinifls or Ar- 
miirians, Arians or Socinians, Trinitarians or 
Unitarians — High churchmen, or Low church- 
men ; Methodifts, Awakened clergy, Gofpcl 
preachers, or Rational preachers — If you have 
declared that you unfeignedly believe what you 
do NOT unfeignedly believe, there is one indict- 
ment to which you muft all plead guilty; you 
have entered into tlie church at that door by . 
which Annanias and Sapphira were turned out; 
you are prevaricators in the fight of God ; and 
as long as you continue in the church, holding 
any office or emolument whatever, by virtue of 
a declaration which you do not fully aflent to,- 

PREVARICATION RESTS UPON YOUR SOULs!!! 

In fuch a deplorable fituation, furely it would 
be happy for the clergy could they prevail on the 
legiflature to reverfe the fubfcription, and to let 
it run, " I do NOT give my unfeigned aflent 
'* and confent, &c." There is hardly a man 
who would not, at once, acknowledge, there 
were feveral things in the articles, and in the 
common-prayer, very ob j edlionable. The clergy 
ijiight then fubfcribe ex animo, and be eafy in 
their confciences without having recourfe to 
apologies, which I doubt not are in their moft 

ferious 
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ferious momenltSy as un^tififadoiy to themfelvc^ 
asL they arc to others *• 

And what has the church gained by fuch 4 
iubfcription ? To overbalance the evils it has 
occafionedy the advantagjts ought to be almofl 
infinite. Has it hindered diverfityjof opjmpns ? 
No : icarce an error has been iMroached put of 
the churchy but has been defended in it. Nay^ 
I will venture to affirm, (he ableft attacks on the 
dodrmes of the articles have been made by their 
fwom defenders. Much as we have heard of 
the writings of Dr. Pricftley j and however fen- 
guine that gentleman may be from the effeAs of 
what he dalls his f^ great work ;" he may be 
afTured^ that the arrows ^hich he has levelkd 
againft the articles are pointlefs^ compared witli 
the (harper arrov^ fhot from the quivers of 
feme who have been engaged, and liberally paid^ 
for the exprcfs purppfe of defending th^ni -f*. 
Has the fubfcription prpduced unifpFinity? 

"* '< If a fof^ of words (%t a late digniarj) cannot be agreed upon, 
f! which every Chriftian minifter may rubrcrib.c willingly, and with a 
*^ good coofcicnce i let us join in a petition to tite legiiiatufe> that the 
^^ expedient prpfjfofed i^(^ long ago, in one of oar monthly pamphlet^ 
V may receive the fan^km of |aW ; namely, that the afiair of fubfcrip- 
V- tion ihould henceforth be con(i4crc4 ii\ no other light, titan as Am 
iiffice i^ injur ojuefsr omt re^eSfiye prefermenis/*^ Confcffional, p. loi. 

f Whoeyer has rrad the " Eflay 09 Spirit," by Biftop Clayton ; 
«• The Conftifional/* by Archdeacon Blackbume •, and ** Hen Mordc- 
♦• cai's Letters,'*' with the other works of Mr. Taylor (the iPluralift) 
IK< to mcptioii ip4>£e:^ Witt very readily join me ^ the ^tioye afiotico. 
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Ves; fl[ tmi^nnity of deceit, di£imulati6n, tol^ 
prerarksition ; but nO other uoifonDity wliat«* 
ever. The truth is, however extraordinary it 
may appear/ the diirenters" from t^e church have 
been the conftant, and die beft prefervers of it«f 
moft Valuable dddrmes. A large majority of 
them have always been, dhd are ftill moderate 
Calvinifb; £> that there has been much itoore 
imiformity out of the' church, than in it ^/ 

Were vire td xakt a view of Othtt Profeftant 
^hurches^ we ihould not find one Of them dif- 
graced with a fimikr fubjfcription. Although 
tw moil cenfels, die Preftytenan churches of 
Seodand and Holland are too &xvBt in their fub- 
fcriptions, yet they anre not fo unreaibnably ftria 
ats thte church' of Bfigland ; their minifters are, 
however, much more uniform in their fentiments, 
and ii* their pfeaching. One reafon of this is, 
the people give themfclvcs fiy much concern 
^bout teligion, as not to fufier their pallors to 
fubicribe onefet of dodtrines and preach another- 
Although fubfcriptions to articles of religion have 
111 ev^ church, done more harm than good, 

^ See *du* plainly prorcd in '< The Calvittifm of the Protefb&t ilif. 
*< fenten iflerted,*' V^ Mr. S. Palmer* Nonvithftanding the conapkte 
ftfucadoa which the afleniom of Biibop Horflcy oo this fubje^ have^ 
received in the above pamphlet, he hat nor had the honefty to retract 
them. Mr* Madwif of Binnfiigfaa9)> perfifts in the £imt errors, although 
hfthas been referred co the (kne xefiiacion* 

' yet 
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yet thofe who contend for their impofition, 
ought to take care that they anfwer the intended 
purpofe, and not fufFer the fubfcribers to be or- 
thodox when they enter into the church, and 
heterodox for ever afterwards. At Geneva, 
they have aboliflied fubfcriptions, and what is 
veiy remarkable, this was principally effefted 
by the perfuafion of a clergyman of the church 
of England, Dr. (afterwards bifhop) Burnet* 
^* He employed all the eloquence he was mafler 
•* of, and all the credit he had acquired, to ob- 
^* tain an alteration in this praftice [of fubfcrib- 
** ing]. He rcprefented the folly and ill con- 
•* confequence of fubfcriptions ; whereby the 
** honefteft and worthieft men were frequently 
*• reduced to the neceflity of quitting their na- 
•* tive country, and fecking a fubfiftence elfc* 
** where ; whilft others of lefs virtue were in- 
** duced to fubmit and comply againft their con- 
** fciences, and even begin their miniftry with 
•* mental equivocations. The warmth with 
" which he exprefled himfelf on this head, was 
** fuch ; and fuch was the weight of his charac- 
" ter, that the clergy of Geneva, were after- 
" wards releafed from thefe fubfcriptions *. 

Dr. Burnet argued the more feelingly on this 
fubjedt, as he had witnefled the fatal effedls of 

^ • Burnet's Own Time, Vol. VI. p. 264. 

uni&rmity 
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Uhifermity hi hli own country : and as it i$ this 
aft which has done fo much mifchief in the 
churchy it may not be amifs to hear his fenti* 
ments concerning it, by which we may fee what 
fort of men they were, who formed the prefent 
fubfcription, and what fpirit they were aftuatcd 
by. " All the concern (iays this writer) that 
** feemed to employ the bifhops thoughts [who 
** framed the fubfcription] was, not only to make 
*' no alteration on the account of the Preibyte- 
** rians, but to make the terms of conformity 
*' much ftrifter *' than they had before the war: , 
" fo it was rcfolved to maintain conformity to the 
^* height, and to oblige all perfons to fubfcribe an 
*' unfeigned affent and confent, to all and every 
•* particular contained in the book of common- 
•* prayer. — ^The aft pafled by no great majority 
*' [in the Commons the numbers were i86 to 
" 1 80] and by it all who did not conform to 
" the liturgy by the twenty-fourth of Auguft, 
*• St, Bartholomew's day, in the year 1 662, 
** were deprived of all ecclefiaftical benefices, 
•* without leaving any difcretional power with 
** the king, in the execution of it, and without 
'* making provifion for the maintenance of thofe 
" who fliould be fo deprived : a feverity nei- 
" ther praftifcd by Queen Elizabeth, in the 
cnafting her liturgy, nor by Cromwell, in 

** cjefting 
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^* cjefting the loyalifts, in both wfech % Mk 
" part of the benefice was rcferved foi^ their fob- 
<* fiftence ! St. Bartholomew's dayvrsis pitched 
"on, that if they wefe then d*pri<red,' they 
'* fhould lofc the profits of the who4 year, fince 
*' the tithes afe comtnotfly due at Mkh^elmais^ 
*' The Prefbyterians remembered whtft st St. 
<« Bartholomew's had been, held at Paris ninety 
** years before, which wjfs the day of tlsait ttaf- 
<^ facre, and did not ftick to coctfptffe f^ one 
•• with the other. Thte book of common pray-* 
•• er, with the new corre<9tions, wa^ that fo 
•* which they were to fiibfcribe* But the cor- 
*• regions were fo long preparing, that thertf 
'* were few books printed re^y fdr fale when 
*• the day came* So many that were well af* 
•^ fedted to the church, but that made confcifcnce 
•* of fubfcribing to a book that they had not 
** feeii, left their benefices on that rery accotmt. 
♦* Some made a journey to London on purpofc 
•^ to fee it. With fo much precipitation was 
*^ that matter driven on, that it feemed expe<9bcd, 
** that the clergy (hould fubfcribe knplicitly to 
•' a book that they had never feen. This was 
♦• done by too many, as I was informed by fome 
♦• of the bifhops- But the Prefbyterians were 
♦^ now in great difficulties. Ca/aniy and Baxter 
^« refufed the fees of Litchfield and Hereford; 

and 
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•* and about two thoufand of them fell under the 
*• parliamentary deprivation as they gave out, 
^ This raifed a grievous outcry over the^ nation. 
" Some few, and but few, of the epifcopal 
*^ party were troubled at this fcverity, or appre- 
•* hcnfive of the very ill efFedls it was Hke to 
*^ have. Here were many men much valued, 
•* who were now caft out ignominioufly, reduced 
to great poverty, provoked by much fpiteful 
ufage, and caft upon thofe popular pradices 
that both their principles and their circum* 
** ftances fecmed to juftify, of forming feparatc 
*' congregations, and of diverting men from the 
*♦ public worfliip, and from confidering their 
** fucceflbrs as the lawful paftors of thofe 
** churches in which they hadferved*." 

To the bifhop's account I (hall only add a remark 
or two of Mr. Locke, who thus expreffes himfelf. 
^ Bartholomew day was fatal to our church and 
** religion, by throwing out a very great num- 
*• ber of worthy, learned, pious, orthodox di- 
♦* vines. So great was the zeal in carrying on 
*• this church affair ^ and fo blind the obedience 
** required, that if you compute the time of 
«* paiTmg this aft, with that allowed for the 

+ Burnet's Own Time, Vol. I. p. 16^5—269. 
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" clergy to fubfcribc the book of common^pny^ 
*' thereby eftablifhed^ you will will find it could 
'' not be printed and diftributed, ib as that me 
** man in Forty could have feen and read the 
** book they did fo perfectly aiTent and confent 
•^tof." 

Such isthehiftoryofthe act op uniformi- 
ty ; a compound of folly, wickednefs, and cru« 
d^, concerted between that perjured profligate 
papift, Charles the Second, (the *^ moft religious 
*^ and gracious" head of the church) and the 
high church party. Can it excite furpnie that 
two thou£uid minifters refigned their livings and 
employments, fooner than comply with its requi* 
fitions ? Yes, it muft excite veiy great fur- 
priie, if the various apologies fince adopted are 
valid. The nonconformiil miniilers were men 
of like pafiions with others ; many of them were 
tempted with ofiers of high ftations in the 
church; others were in pofleflion of fomeof 
the moft valuable livings ; numbers had large 
families ; but they iacrificed their tendereftr their 
deareft earthly concerns ; they left dieir all for 
the fake of religion and a good conicienccr 
Theie were men of whom it may with per- 
feA truth be £iid, the worlb was npt wor* 

t Locke's Works, Vol. IV. p. 540* edit* 1777- 

3 THY^ 
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^tlV. Their example exhibits to mankind d 
glorious proof of the reality and of the power of 
pure vital chriftianity. By ftedfeftly beholding 
it we may be prefcrved from infidelity, more 
than by the perufal of a thoufand treatifes*. 

Some of the clergy, particularly thofe who 
ftile themfelves evangelical^ afFeA to confider 
the fcruples of the nonKronformifls as trifling. 
•* If we agree in the main point s^ why (hould we 
" differ about little things." But is a fkcred 
regard to truth a point of no confequence, and 
is hypocrify nothmg more than a trifle ? A po- 
pular clergyman of the pfefcnt day informs us, 
he has a plan ready drawn up for the conver- 
fion of the heathen lands, and which I doubt 
not he is anxious to put in execution, as he has 
pafled the inexorable fentence pf eternal dam- 
nation on the whole heathen world, ancient and 
modem'f-. Should his plan be adopted, and 
(hould be ever vifit the heathens, (the inhabi- 
tants of Pclew, or the Negroes, for inftance) 
I hope he will fay nothing to them concerning 
eccleiiaftical fubfcriptions i for if he (hould^ 

• See their hillorjr in Mr, Palmer's Nonconfomiiil's Memorial. 
t Vols. QBtvfQ, 

t Hawcis't £flayt» p. 104 — tio« This writer^ by taking a few de- 
tached paifages of Scripture, addrcfftd to perfons who are favoured with 
the Go(pcl, and applying them to thofe perfons who have never even 
heard of it ; has fupported an hypotheds^ which is as ilMSckii^ and im* 
tionaiy as it is unfcriptural. 

Z 2 there 
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there will be great danger of their refufipg to 
attend to any thing concerning chriftianity. A 
worthy and amiable friend of this gentleman's, 
Mr. Newton, when formerly captain of a Guinea 
trader, charging one of his negroes with a theft, 
the latter denied it. The mafler doubting the 
veracity of his (lave; this poor, dark, untutored, 
uncivilized creature, whom we proud Europe- 
ans will hardly admit in the fame fcale of crea- 
tion with ourfelves, reflecting on what he had 
witnefTed in the condudl of our religious Qslvc 
traders, replied with a look of contempt. Do 
you think I am a Chrijiian^ f A flriking lefTon 
of caution to our Chriflian miffionaries, left they 
confound the difUndtions between truth and 
falfhood. 

After all, it plainly appears that many of the 
refleding part of the clergy have n«t been fatif- 
fied with their own conduft. The numerous 
volumes which have been written to explain the 
articles in different fenfes ; the various pleas and 
apologies which have been invented with fo 
much ingenuity ; the feeling declaration which 
fome have been known to make, " that they 
'* could not afford to keep a confcience ;" die 
refignation of others who coulci no longer fuffer 

Ncwt0n'& Tlioughts on the Slave Trade. 

themfclvc<i 
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themfelyes to hold their livings on terms they 
inwardly diiapproved ; the unfuccefsful attempts 
of fome of the brighteft ornaments of the church 
(our Tillotfon s, Burnet's, Hoadly's, and Wat- 
ion's) to abolifti the fubfcription : — ^AU thefe 
circumftances afford the flrongeft evidence to 
prove the diflatisfadtion which has accompanied 
the prefent fyftem. The afibciation of a re- 
fpedable, though not a large number of the 
clergy, a few years fince, and their petition to 
parliament to be releafed from their fubfcrip- 
tions, ihew the uneafinefs of their minds in their 
prefent fituation. It was an attempt to unloofe 
their chains, and to open the doors of their pri- 
fon-houfe : their efforts proved fruitlefs ; their 
petition was rejedted. What is the reafon that 
they have made no frefh exertions ? Alas ! it is 
too evident : their apartments are handfomely 
fumiihed, and their chains are gilded r they are 
therefore upon the whole, willing to remain con- 
^ned and fhackled*^ 

Amongft 

• There is hardly a more diftrclTed (ituation to be conceived than diat 
of a man agitated between confcience and intereft ; and when I confidcr 
that there are fome few of the clergy who are Continually ftruggling be- 
tween their principles and their livings, I am forced to cry out ^ith the 
old bard, on another occalion, ** Oh Chrift, my very heart doth bleed in 
*> forrow for their fake !" In proponion however as I feel compaffion 
for fuch men» I feci indignation agamft the high church party, who are fo 
obftinatc to retain every thing that is once eftablifhed. Mr. Burke men- 
iious it ai g proof of his confiflency that ** he oppofcd thofe of the church 

Z 3 " clergy, 
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Amongft other reafons affigned by many per* 
fans for their oppofition to the late application^ 
were the following ; ** That it carried an irnpu-* 
^^ tation of cenfure on his grace the Archbiihop 
^^ of Canterbury and his fufixagan bUhops^ whofe 
** principle and whofe defire were to give eycry 
** poffible eafc to all well-grounded fcruples of 
'^ the clergy and of the people j that it would 
'^have been brought on more properly, and 
" might have been expefted to be received by 
^^ mankind with more cordial cffcSt, if fuch 4 
'** plan had originated from the right reverend 
*' bench*/' 

That an attempt to reform the church with-^ 
out waiting for the affiilance of archbifhops and 
bifhops, implies fome kind of cenfure on their 
graces and Iprdihips, may perhaps be allowed j 
but I will venture to add, that unlefs this coun-r 
try fhould be blefled with ecclefiaftical rulers, 
very different from the majority in all ages, the 
clergy and the laity may wait for a refonnation, 
till the found of the laft trumpet. I (hould be 
happy to be informed of any effeftual reform in 

«f clergy, who petitioned the houfe to be difchargcd froin their fubfcrip- 
" tions/' (Appeal p. 33.) Wc readily grant this is a proof of conlift- 
eucy in depravity : but when he glorie& in fuch conftftenty, it farther 
proves, that the race of men who f glqry in their fhame** is not yet ex- 
tinft. 

f Hinti, &c. to the Clergy, Nobility, and Gentry, p. 44. 

the 
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the church, 'which ever originated from a right 
reverend bench. 

It would be eafy to prove, from a variety of 
examples, that as the clergy advance in prefer* 
ment, they decline in their wiflies for refr)rm- 
ation : Inftead of mentioning them, we will 
hope, though it is almoft ^' hoping againil hope," 
that it is not fo at prefent. Dr. Yorke, and Dr. 
Porteous, did honour to themfelves, by joining 
the petitioning clergy in their laft application. 
They have fince been advanced, the one to the 
fee of Ely, the other to that of London. We 
have furcly a right to demand, that their zeal for 
a reform in the church fhould be more ardent, 
as their ftations are more^ exalted. Bifhop Wat- 
fon, in every ftation, has (hewn himfelf fuch a 
friend to the defired work, that he will ever de- 
ferve the thanks of his country. 

Having thus pointed out fome of the princi- 
pal articles of reform which have taken place in 
the church of France ; and having freely ex- 
prefTed my fentiments refpefting the prefent 
fbte of the church of England ; jufHce to my- 
felf requires that I fhould fay fomething in or- 
der to prevent my being mifunderflood by the 
generality of my readers. I muft therefore ob- 
ferve, that what I have faid is applicable rather 
to SYSTEMS than to men. When we are talk- 

Z 4 ing 
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ing^of perfons, or judging of charaAcrSi we twifl 
take general fentiments and conduct into con-» 
fideration ; and if we properly rcfledJ: on the 
various capacities, fituations, educations^^ preju-^ 
dices, and temptations of mankind, it is hardly 
ppffible that with refpeft to petfons, we fhould 
be too candid, or charitable* I vf'iil venture to 
fay, that no man has heard the ferjnons, or read 
the writings of fome of our dignitaries, and of 
the inferior clergy, with greater pleafurc than 
myfelf ; the perfonal acquaintance I have enjoy- 
ed with feveral of the latter, I f^all ever re- 
member with fatisfadlion ; but I hope never 
to forget, that truth ought to predominate 
oyer every other confideration. Amicus Socrates^ 
amicus Plato^ fed magis arnica Veritas. Errors 
Should be expofed whereever we find them; and 
in proportion as they threaten our dearefl in^ 
terefts, in that proportion it becomes the duty 
of every one to expofe them, as his fituation ancj 
circumftances may afford him opportunity, 

I now beg leave to requeft of every one who 
has ferioufly attended to the contents of this 
chapter, to afk himfelf ; are these things 
so ? If they are, muft it not be the duty of 
both clergy and laity, and efpecially of the for- 
mer, to endeavour to promote a reformation. If 
any doubt yet remains, I truft it will be re- 
moved 
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moved by attending to the reprefentations, . 
which the clergy themfelves give us, of the pre- 
fent ftate of our religion and morals. I might 
here appeal to the numerous fermons preached 
on faft days during the late war, by men of 
every rank in the^ church : what a picture do 
they give of our fituation ? I might fele<ft paf- 
fages from various writers in the eftablifhment, 
which reprefent in the moil dreadful colours, 
the infidelity, irreligion, and immorality of the 
age. I fhall however content myfelf with re- 
ferring to two impartial witneflcs, whofe repre- 
fentations will, I hope, make the impreffion 
they ought, on fo important an occafion. The 
firft I fhall mention is that excellent prelate 
Dr. Seeker, Archbifliop of Cahterbury during 
part of the prefent reign. He thus expreffcs 
himfelf : " An open difregardto religion is be- 
** come, through a variety of unhappy cauies, 
'* the dijiinguijhing cbaraSler of the prefent age^ 
" This evil is grown to a great height in the 
^' metropolis of the nation ; is daily fpreading 
" through every part of it ; bringing in fuch diA 
** folutencfs and contempt of principle in the 
" higher part of the world, and fuch profligate 
** intemperance and fearleflhefs of committing 
^* crimes in the lower, as muft if this torrent of 
^* impiety ftop not, become abfolutely fatal : 

" and 
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*• and God knows, fo far from flopping, it rc-r 
** ceives, through the ill defigns of fomc and 
'* the inconfidcratcneis of pthers, continual in- 
'* creafe. Chriftianity is now ridiculed and railed 
*^ at with very little refcrve, and the teachers of 
•* it without any at alL Difregard to public 
** worfhip and inftruftion hath increafed : many 
•* are grown prejudiced againft religion, many 
^* more indifferent about it. This melancholy 
" fbte of things calls loudly upon us, the clergy^ 
** to correiS our miflakes, to fupply our defici- 
*' enccs, and earneflly to beg of God, that he 
" would dired: the hearts of thofe who prefide 
" over the public welfare, and humbly to re- 
** prefent to them on all fit occafions, the de- 
" dining flate of religion, and the importance 
" and the means of prefcrving it : these 

*^ THINGS ARE UNQUESTIONABLE DUTIES.'* 

The other witnefs which I (hall produce is 
Mr. Haweis, the famous Redlor of Aldwinckle. 
He has exprefled his evidence in fuch a manner 
that, if it had proceeded from a diffenter, would 
have occafioned, on account of its fe verity, much 
reprehenfion. It is introduced by " an appeal 
" to the fearchcr of hearts/' with a declaration, 
*' that it proceeds from prefent conviftions," 
and that it is " not fjDoken in the fpirit of viru- 
** lence but of fidelity and love to mankind. 

" We 
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^ We might appeal ((ays this clergyman) to 
^* proclamations for the notoriety of prevailing 
^* diifipation^ vice and profanenefs^ incompatible 
^* with every idea of religion ; but he that runs 
** may read it, in every rank of life from the 
** higheft to the loweft. The whole head is 
^* fick, and the whole heart is faint : from the 
^* fole of the foot, even to the head, there is no 
** ibundnefs in it, but wounds, and bruifes, ahd 
'* putrifying fores. The body of the nation ex- 
>* hibits the figure of a loathfome carcafs, in- 
*^ ftead of a church walking in the beauty of 
'* holinefs." 

After paying a proper tribute of praife to the 
domeftic virtues of his fovereign, and refpeft- 
fully fuggefting fome excellent hints to him as 
our civil head, and as head of the church, our 
iauthor proceeds as follows : " Turn we to the 
^* higher ranks of life : it is obvious, not many 
** wife, not many mighty, not many noble are 
^^ called, Pride, ambition, worldly purfuits, 
*' contefts for power, or fenfual indulgences oc- 
^* cupy the great. Not that their vices are more 
"or greater than thofe of their inferiors, but 
'* they are more confpicuous. If forgetfulnefs 
" of Qod — if the moft open difregard of the 
^* fabbath — if anuniverfal negledt of God's wor- 
ff flup public and private — if the utter defertion 

**of 



[ 348 ] 
" of the table of the Lord — unlefs, horrible 

« TO TELL, MERELY TO QUALIFY ! ^If thcfc 

** ftamp a charadter deftitute of all chriftianity, 
** what (hall we fay when all the catalogue of 
** prevailing iniquities, diflipation, lewdnefs, 
" luxury, venality, with the deluge of evil which 
" rufhes on every fide, fliall be added to the ac- 
^ count : (hall not the camel pafs the needle's 
'* eye fooner than thefe into the kingdom of 
« God ? 

** The hand of the priests alfo hath been 
** chief in the tranfgreflion. The clergy, 
" worldly minded, proud, ambitious, idle, ig- 
" norant : however learned as philofophers, 
** linguifts, or mathematicians, ignorant of that 
^' which is the moft valuable wifdom, the 
^* J^nowledge of a crucified Jesus and his grace, 
'* are the blind leaders of the blind, jire not 
?* tie herd of dignitaries the chief Jiumbling blocks ? 
" mt/Jl not their whole purfuitSy connexions ^ con^ 
" duBy convince the very infidel great j whom they 
^^ fawn uponj and perfecute for preferment ^ tbat^ 
" ifthefyjlems inculcated in the epijlles to Timothy 
^^ and Titus be true^ it is impojfible thefe men 
^^ Jhould believe one word of chrijiianity more than 
'* themfelves^. Nor are their inferiors difiimi-* 

" lar; 

• ** Thofc vrrc as ncarlv as I can rccnllcft (fays ^Ir. Hawcis) the 
*• \ciy cxjnvlu'jiis uttL-red ly a noble lord ef the moft diftinguifhed at- 

tainmcoti , 
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•• Ian enllaved by the fame objedls, and occu- 
** pied in the fame purfuits, though not with 
** the fame advantages, commencing in thofe 
** corrupting feminaries, our public fchools ; ad- 
*' vancing in our grievoufly negleifled univerfi- 
** ties, where amidfl all the circle of the fciences, 
** who ever thought of learning the knowledge 
" of a crucified Jesus — an idea that would be 
** generally fcouted — entering into the miniflry (I 
•* appeal, to the groaning confcicnces of the ex- 
** amining chaplains, if they are men of any 
** confcience) how often, ignorant of all fcience, 
** but efpecially of the doftrines of Chrifl, which 
** they profefs to ttzch—fubfcribing articles they 
*^ have hardly ready never conjideredy and generally 
" dijbelieve — Opening and clofing their mini- 
** flry, without being able to produce, or indeed 
'* ever expefting to fee one finner by their 
** preaching converted from the evil and error 
" of his ways, and brought to the knowledge of 

'^ tainments, natural and acquired, in a convcrfation I once held witk 
•' hitn, rcfpe6ting the truth and evidence of chriftianity." Wha this 
jioble lord was, does not appear, but part of what he faid was confirmed 
]a(l ftliions of parliament. Dr. B. biihop of Sali(bury, in one of the de- 
bates, boafting rather too much of his indeptrJent and dijinterefled princi- 
ples, was anf^vered by the Marquis of Landlciowne, that when he (the 
marquis) was in adminiftration, be ne*veT ivm Jo perfeaitcd in bis life as for 
the fee of Saliibury, which the independent Dr. B. then biihop of LandafiT, 
could not be eafy without. This iuccefibr of the apoAles has lately been 
elevated, for the third time, to the fee of Durham ! This is what Mr. 
Burke callfi *< Religion exalting her mitred front in parliament !" 

" God's 
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^^ God's grace and faith in him f trOf it n6t 
*' well be faid to fuch in the words of the great 
** head of the church. Wo unto ye blind guides^ 
*^ how ihall ye efcape the dan^nation of hell ! 

^^ But are there not fome noble exceptions 
*• from/the general apoftacy ? affuredly, and they 
** cannot be hid. They are too obnoxious^^ 
*^ by their fidelity not to bear the reproach of 
^' that crofs^ which they dare lift up againfl the 
** overflowings of ungodlinefs ; but too few, and 
" for the mofl part too inferior in the Wo?:ld's^ 
" regard, to be of much weight in their ellima-' 
** tion of men and things. 

" That the body of the people With fuch ex- 
^' amples, and fuch teachers fhould be corrupt/ 
'^ diflipated, debauched, profane, intemperate, 
'< ignorant, yet infidel, is perfedUy natural, and 
" to be exped:ed in the courfe of human events, 
*^ as we fee awfuUy verified. And the fight i& 
*^ fo glaring, io fhocking, and fo evidential oi 
" the entire want, not only of Chriilianity, but 
** of all religion among us, that thofc who be- 
** lieve little, and pradlrife lefs, are fhiick wkh ity 
" and ptofefs to fct about attempting fomething 
" called reformation, but fet about it by means^ 
<' that muil be as totally inadequate, aes the 
'* caufe and cure of our iniquities are to the re- 
" formers themfelves equally unknown. The 

•• wicked*. 
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" wickednefs of our populace will receive but 
'^ little check from being taught to read, nor 
** will vice and profanenefs meet with any ef- 
*' fedual reftraint from a firing of great names 
** in an advertif^ment, or a conviction before a 
" jufUce of the peace/' 

If the above awful reprefentations are jufl, 
and I am afraid they are indifputably fo, are we 
not very near the period predidled by Dr. Wa- 
terland, when ** We fhaH bid farewel to prin- 
^* ciplesy and religion will be little elfe bi\t 

** DISGUISED ATHEISM." 

The reader vdll very naturally fuppofe, after 
reading Mr. Haweis's defcription, that he is a 
warm friend to the reformation of our church 
eftablifhment ; tliat at lead like the good Arch- 
bifhop Seeker, he would think it an unqueflion*- 
able duty to join with his brethren, in reprefent- 
ing to thofe in power our fad iituation» and en* 
treating that they would take it into confider^ 
ation. Nothing of this appears in his whole 
performance ; on the contrary, he cent 
felf with giving a little fuperficial ad 
then boldly declares that he is an enem^l^P^ 
alterations. ^< We can hardly defire a change 
" in the church whatever mperfeSions may^ke 
*^ chargeable upon it. All human inftitutioiis 
" will be imperfect. Alterations are danger- 

^' ous.'' H 
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•^ OU8*." All the corruptions of the fyActii 
are therefore, to be carefully preferved. Surely 
never was language fo contradidory : never 
was fuch an inftance of high church prejudice, 
conquering and murdering the\Conviaions of 
confcience ! 

But before this evangelical clergyman again 
profeffes himfelf an enemy to all alterations, in a 
fyftem which he knows to be very corrupt, he is 
requefted to attend to what the prelate I have 
juft quoted has faid on this fubjeft. " To be 
" abfolutely againft all changes is either great 
^^ folly or great nvickednefs : things may have 
** been wrong conftituted originally : they may 
*' have degenerated fince : they may be attend- 
*' ed now with different circumftances : andal^ 
'* terations may not only be reafonable to cure pre^ 
**fent complaints^ but necejfary to prevent worje 
^ difordersr 

It is not, however, by palliating, that any good 
can be done. Would the clergy convince man- 
kind that they believe Chriftianity themfelves — 
Danot%be offended, gentlemen, that I thus ear- 
neftly addrefs you — Would you perfuade men — ' 
That religion is not a dream — That the Bible is 
not a fable — That falvation is ;iot a jeft — ^That 

• Haweis** Kflays, p. 182 — 191^ 18^. 

deatht 
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deaths judgment^ heaven, hell, eternity, are not 
trifles to be ridiculed — ^In the name of all thefe 
iacred realities, we conjure you to endeavour 
feriouily to obtain a reformation of the church, 
and the removal of, at leaft, feme of the abo- 
minable innovations we have mentioned. Should 
you on the contrary, refolve to be indolent, and 
obftinate — ** If you hate reformation, and de- 
•^ preciate and perfecute thofe who would re- 
** form you — ^If you mifreprefent peaceable fub- 
•* jedls, taxing them with herefy, fchifm, and 
** republicanifm, and ftrive to render their loy- 
*' alty to the crown, and their love to the con- 
•* ftitution doubtful — If all your ftudy is to 
" make a fair fhcw in the flefh, — Know of a 
•* truth, the time will come, when your civil 
** governors will fee it as neceflary to reform 
** your reformatipn, as their anceftors did to re- 
" form the religion of your predecefTors. Till 
•• then, although the religion of pious fpeftators 
** will not fuffer them to hurt a hair of your 
** head, yet the fame religion will oblige theni 
•' to fay of you — Thefe evil men talk of light, 
** while their feet are flumbling on dark moun- 
♦* tain*. Your country, and the remains of your 
owneonfciences, the liberalities of your prince, 
the tears of your brethren ; the afhes of Bur- 
nets, and Hoadlys, and Lardners; the jufl 
A a " judgments 
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*' judgments of heaven on degenerate priefts, 
** and incorrigible nations ; all calP you to your 
** duty^ and warn you of the danger of falling 
*' into the hands of an angry God. If you will 
** not hear, our fouls fliall weep in fccret places 
*^ for your ignorance and pride/* 
i 
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CHAPTER THE FOURTH. 

thoughts on Toleration — Its Progrefs, EJlabtsJh^ 
ment^ and EffetU in France — State of Tolet^^ 
^ion in England — Hiftoric Sketch oj the Temper 
and Conduct of the ejlablijhed Church towards 
Protejlant Dijenters — Remarks on the late un-^ 
fuccefsful Attempts to procure the Repeal of the 
Corporation and Tejl ASis^ and other Penal 
Laws — Exhortation to all Seffs and Parties 
cordially to unite in their endeavours for a more 
complete Toleration. 



THE word Toleration wUl admit of 
various ienfes. In its primary fenfe it is 
of general import, and fignifies, " To allow fo 
*• as not to hinder." Mr. Locke applies it to 
different religions or fe<fts, and afferts that the 
civil magiftrate ought not to interfere by giving 
the profeffors of one religion, or the followers 
of one feft, any preference or advantage over 
the other. Her defines religious toleration, in 
its moft complete and perfedt fenfe, to be Ah-- 
folute liberty^ juji and true liberty^ equal and im-- 

A a 2 partial 
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partial fiberiy. This, he adds, is the thkig we 
ftand in need of. Whether this definition is 
ftridtly accurate, I fhall not pretend to de- 
termine. Certain it is that fuch toleration^ 
fuch liberty, cannot exifl under any civil re- 
Bgious eftablifliment whatever; betaufe if the 
magiftrate has a right to impofe an eftablifh- 
mertt, he muft have a right to demand fuch 
fupport for it as he may think necetfary. And 
this muft be the cafe, even where effablifhmenta 
are formed upon the moflt liberal principles 
poffible. Thus for iniknce, in fome of the 
American ftates ; a tax is levied upon the in- 
habitants for the general fupport of religion : 
Each houfekeeper is equitably affeffed : The 
colledlor of the tax goes round with a regifter of 
the names of the different religious feds pro- 
fefled in the country, and each peiihn, after 
paying his quota, fubfcribes to the fopport of 
whatever itOi he plfeafcs. The. latne may be 
obferved with relpeft to France^ where fto in- 
dividual is called upon for the fupport of any 
religion,^ but the eflabliftiment is fupported out 
of the common national ftock, and the mi- 
nifters, as we have already feen, are paid like 
other fervants of the ftate. 

But under both thefc cftabliftunents there 

may cxift pcrfc«is who have their own peculiar 

2 fentiments, 



[ 357 ] 

lentiments, and who cJo not choofe to contri^ 
Ijutc towards itfec fupport of any feft whatever. 
One perhaps, may follow the cuftom of the 
patriarchs, and with his jfemily, and a few feleft 
friends, ojffcr up his worfhip in yonder fhady 
grove, under thp panoj^ of heaven. Another 
like the Periian, may at the dawn of day afcend 
a neighbouring mountain, and adore the riling 
fun. Whatever may bp their different miftakes, 
f^ To their own mafter they ftand or fall;'' and 
the civil magiftrate in cpnjpelling either to con- 
tribute, in any way, to the fupport of a fyftem 
of religion he may not approve, certainly in- 
fringes, in fome degree, upon fl^at abfolute 
liberty, that perfect toleration, which is the na- 
tural right, the birth right of all men. The 
happy period is not yet arrived, Jn which this 
right is enjoyed in any part of the Chriftian 
world, in that full and cpmplete extent we have 
^fine4 it** 

TOLER^ 

^ Bifhop Horfley, who^ reafons mqre confiftently, as a churchmanj, 
than moft of his brethren, obfervcs, ** That the right of private juc^g- 
** ment in the extent in which it is claimed, and exercifcd [he fhould 
*' rather have faid, wiflied to be ^xercifed] by fome of the mpdcm non- 
'< conformifts, is a pofition to be denied^ It is not acknowledged in 
** any fuch extent by the church of England, nor by the Calviniftic 
'< churches of Scotland, Hol{and, or Geneva. It is not acknowledged 
** by the epifcopal church [nor any other church] of America. Nor can 
" it be acknowledged without rcftriftion, more or lefs, by any cftabiilhcd 
** church in chriftcndom." The Bifhop adds, " It becomes the friends 
** t)f peace and order in church and flatCi wh^cneTer this univerfal ac- 

A a 2 « kno,Wr 
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Toleration may be confidered in a mori^ 
limited fenfc ; and may be .teraied» ^* Allow^^ 
^* ance given to that which is not fully ap-- 
^* proved." That is, the civil magiffaute, or 
the fupreme power^ after having provided an 
eftabliihment for the community in general, 
(illows^ under certain conditions, thoie who 
diflent from it to enjoy their owh opinions, and 
follow their own mode of worfliip. This toler- 
ation is enjoyed in various degrees in different 
countries. Under moft of the Prelbyterian 
eftablifhments, toleration is to a confideraUe 
extent, eftabliflied by law. And although the 
jnembers of fuch eftablifhments are, in general, 
obliged to comply with the rules laid down in 
them, yet thofe who diflent may follow that 
mode of worfliip they think proper, and ex-. 
perience little reftraint, either in theif religious^ 
or in thcif civil rights, 

" kno\vlc<!gnient of the right of private judgment is pretended, to proteft 
« loudly againft it." Review of the Cafe of tht Proteftant PUTenters, 
p. 24, 25. 

- I confefb I knew not Iiow any friend to religions cftabjiflmienti can con- 
fiflcntly anfwtr thefe arguments. The fenfible and ingeniou* author of 
<• Effays Philofophical, Hi(lorical> and Literary," who, though a Dif- 
fcnter, and a firm fntnd to civil and religious liberty, ftill pleads for 
religious cftabliflimcnt^, fecms puzzled' with the fentiments of theBilhop, 
which he rather evades than anfwers ; and has thus rendered his vi6!^or7 
jcfs complete than it would otherwifc have been. The truth is, that u 
there never was, fincc the introdufVion of chriftianity, a religious cfta-. 
bliftimcnt whicli did not in fomc meafure infringe upon the right of pri- 
vate jude:mciit-, fol believe it is impoflibie there ever Ihould be one, 0^ 
?t Jcaft, tiirtt it (hould be of any long continuance. 

In 
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in Engknl it is difficult to apply the word 
toleration^ with any degree of preciiion. Eng- 
Jlifhmen are furely^ in this refped, the moft in- 
<coniiftent mortals on the face of the earth. Our 
church as by law eftablifhed, is more intolerant 
than any of the reformed, and almoft equally 
intolerant with any of the Catholic churches. 
Her minifters in particular, by their fubfcrip- 
tions, and by their oaths of canonical obedience, 
are confined more fhiftly than thofe of any other 
eftablifhment. But if we look at ^^, inftead 
of /aw, their £tuadon is completely reverfed, 
and no men in the world range with a greater 
licence. They preach and print, and a£t as 
they pleafe, frequently contrary to law, and icarce 
any notice is taken of them. There are likewife 
many laws that opprefs the lay members of the 
church, but which, though continually violated^ 
are feldom executed. We may, therefore, call the 
church of England^ with refpeft to her own mem* 
hers, the moft tolerant, the mofl: intolerant, or 
the mofl inconfifknt, which ever we think proper. 
The fame inconfiftency is applicable to her 
conduft towards diflenters. She has perfuaded 
the fupreme power, at various periods, to ena<% 
penal laws, by which they have been cruelly 
haraffed and perfecuted. Some of thofe laws 
are, repealed, and the majority of the diflenters 
A a 4 are 
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are now fo far legally tolerated, ^t they may 
wor&ip God agreeable to the didlates of their 
confciences^ none daring to tnolefl: them. But 
ftill there are various laws in exiftence, which 
not only deprive them of their rights as men» 
and as citizens, but prohibit them from pub« 
lifhing their opinions as Chr^ftians. But what 
is very extraordinary, though all thefc laws are 
obftinatcly contended fot^ many of them arc fel- 
dom, and fome of them never executed. The 
reader muft not, therefore* be dijfpleafed with me 
for not giving him an accurate account of our 
fituation as . it rcfpecfts toleration. Our whole 
fyftcm is a ftrange medley of persecution, 
TOLERAtiON, CONNIVANCE, any thing that 
men may pleafe to call it. 

Toleration, or •* Allowance to what i& 
not fully approved," may be enjoyed in a more 
extcnfive degree; fo extenfive, that it may nearly 
approach to that pcrfedl liberty we have before 
mentioned. This is the cafe when an efta- 
blifliment is formed upon the moft equitable 
principles poflible ; in which the means of in- 
ftrudion are adapted to anfwer the end, at the 
leaft expence to the community ; and when all 
thofe who difTent from it, have not only the 
undifturbed enjoyment of their opinions and 
worihip, but likcwife, all the rights and privi- 
leges 
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Itgcs of citizens, ^ually with their conform?pg 
brethren. Such an eftablifhment is what many 
^iflenters, and fome few of our ^loft moderate 
churchmen, now plead for. Mr. Paley ha« 
argued, much to his honour, in favour of fuch 
an eftablifl^neiit in this country. His liberalitf 
to dilTentcrs ought not to pafs unnoticed. ^' I 
** perceive no reafon/* fay« the Archdeacon, 
^* why men of different religious perfuafiong 
^* may not fit upon the fame bench, deliberate 
•* in the fame council, or fight in the fame 
*' ranks, as well ais men of vaqous, or oppofite 
'* opinions, upon any controverted topic of na- 
** tural philofophy, hifloiy, or ethics*.'* 

Toleration, in this enlai^oed sense, 
is now eftablifhed in France. With a church 
formed, as we have feen, on the principles of 
moderation, equity, and jufticc, a fyftem of 
toleration the mofl; perfecft which can probably 
«xift under any national church, is now efta-. 
blifhed. Men of all fefts and parties are bre- 
thren and fellow-citizens, they have equa^ 
rights, and enjoy equally the privileges of civil 
fociety. 

It is not my intention to enter, under this 
particular, into any vindication of the proceed- 
ings of the National Affembly. Thofe Chrif- 

•.Palc/tlPhilofophy, Vol. 11. p. 339. 

tians 
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ti^ns (I am not now addreffing mere ftateihicn) 
who afFedl to reprobate fuch proceedings, or 
who deprecate our imitating them ; who plead 
for perfecuting, or penal laws, and who wifh 
to exclude all diffenters from the eAabli{hed 
church, from many of the common righte of 
fociety, muft forgive me for harbouring a fuf- 
picion of their fmcerity. You plead for penal 
laws ; you r-eprefent them as neceiTary for the 
preservation of church and ftate. Why then, 
let me ferioufly alk, do you not put them in 
execution ? You know thefe iaws are con- 
tinually violated, and you fuffer them to be vio- 
lated with impunity. We will fuppofe the beft 
reafon poflible for your condudt : We will in- 
dujge'the hope that your hearts revolt at your 
own arguments. You plead for penal laws; 
but would you plead for fimilar laws in any 
country wh^rc your own church is not efta- 
l^lilhed ? ** Thoii art a Chriftian, and believeft 
" that Jefus Chrift was fent from God, and 
^' that there is no other name by which men 
^* can be lavf d : — Go, and profcfs this thy be- 
'* lief at Pekin or Conftantinople, and being 
f* th.ere fpurned with contempt, and excluded 
** from all civil truil and authority, for not ad- 
f' niitting the divine miflions of Confucius or 
(* M^Ifomct, think vdiether thou wilt not have 

" realbtt 
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'♦ rcafon to accufe the ruling powers in thofc 
^inunenfe empires of injuftice*?" When 
thou haft thought^ then, if thy confi:ience wilt 
fuiFer thee, plead for ftatutes which thou 
wouldeft not fcruple to exclaim againft, in any 
pountry but thine own, as unjuft and tyrannical. 
" As ye would that men ihould do unto you, 
^^ do ye alfo unto them/' 

Inftead therefore of defending the principles 
of toleration, I fliall enter upon the more pleaf-^ 
ing tafk of defcribing their progreis. I fliall 
give fome account of the proceedings of the 
National Aflembly 5 and fliall fliew the happy 
efFedts that have already refulted from that al- 
mofl: perfcd fyftem, which in France has been 
adopted. 

Was I to do juftice to my fubje<ft, 1 flioul4 
prefent to my readers a fliort hiftory of the 
church of France, preceding the |:QVolution-|-^ 

But 

* Biihop of LandafTs late Charge to the Clergy of his Diocele. 

"f See a concife account of the pcrfecutions in France, in the preface 
to the firft volume of the Englilh tranflation of Saurin^t (ermi^ns. Several 
of my readers will doubtlefs recollect, many affe^ing allufibhv to th^ 
fuffcrings of the Proteftants, in thofe celebrated difoourfes. How would 
(hat grc9t and good man above mentioned bav^ Ttjoiced to have vi\u 
nclfed the late revolution. 

I cannot here help noticing Mr. Burke's apoTogy for the old church of 
France ; it is truly curious. '< If the old perfecutors drove people fron^ 
** one religion, they provided for them another, in which men might 
*< take refuge and expert confolation." (Appeal, p. x i.) Surely no per? 
fccutor was ever guilty of fuch ipfulting cruelty as to fay to a man, I have 
pillaged, plundered, and ruined vou j and now if you will f:>rrake youv 
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But I have no inclination to ranfick the ckrk, 
tfac black, the bloody records of ecclefiaibical 
villainy. When a church ceafes to perfecute, 
ivc had better almoft forget that (he has per- 
fccuted. The only ufe wc ought to make of 
her former cripies, fhould be to prevent their 
repetition, by deftroying the principles which 
gave them birth. If I therefore fay that the 
Gallican church was formerly a den of perfc- 
cutors, it is only to excite the grpater admira- 
tion of my countrymen towards the French na- 
tion, and the warmer gratitude to that Godlike 
aflembly, the first in Europe, which ha% 
exalted toleration to its prefent height of glory. 
Upon fuch ^ topic, I lament I cannot fufficicnt-t 
ly cxprefs my feelings. I muft borrow the lan- 
guage of one of thofe extraordinary men, who 
feems to have been endowed with an Angelic in- 
telligence ; who in prpfe as well as in poctr}% 
ranged " beyond the yifible ^iurnal fpherc;" 
and who one would imagine forefaw not only 
the revolution which has recently taken placc^ 
but the furp^^ife and difmay which it excites in 
furrounding nations. ^* Methinks (fays the gre?t 



#)wn religion, yon may accept of one, in which, although you arc per- 
fuaded it abounds with idolatry^ and wickednefs, you may take refuge 
and cxpcft confolation. Mr, B. ought to have been a member of the 
huly inquiiition ; his ingenuity might th^n have been cxcrcifcd in refining 
fn the art of torture. 
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«• Milton) I fee in my mind a noble and piiiiTant 
*^ nation rouling herfelf like a ftrong man after 
•* flcep, and fliaking her invincible focks : me^ 
^* thinks I fee her as an eagle mueing her migh- 
** ty youth, and kindling her undazzled eyes at 
** the foil mid-day beani ; unfcaling her long 
^ abufed fight at the fountain itfelf of heavenly 
•• ridiance; while the whole noife of timorous 
** ind flocking birds, with tliofe alfo that love 
*• the twilight, flutter about amazed at what (he 
** ineans, and in their envious gabble, prognof^ 
** ticate nothing but fedts and fchifms */* 

There were, previous to the revolution, fome 
iymptoms, which fliewed that the French natiort 
was awaking froth her long lleep. The kin^ 
had advanced Mr^ Neckar, a Proteftant, to die 
firft place in adminiftration- Although tlie Pro-* 
tefbmts had no legal toleration, and it was un^ 
iafe for them to aflembfc for religious worfhip^ 
yet in the year 1787 fome civil privileges wertf 
granted them. An ediA was iflued declaring 
their right to legal marriage and burial; pri-« 
vileges which they had been deprived of for more 
than a century pafl:. 

Amongfl other means which have been ufe- 
fill in opening the eyes of the people in general, 

« Milton's Arcopaghica. A new edition of this work has been btcly 
pubiiihed in ixmow by Dill/. 

the 
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the various^ritlngs of different nations aiv^ oaf-« 
ties may be mentioned. Although t} ^ pr^ft 
was under fevere reftridlions, it was i^^ppiHUe 
to prevent the publication of any fort of writ- 
ings whatever. The fermons of our beft En- 
glifli divines, together with thofe of the French 
refugees, were to be found in every library wor- 
thy of notice. The difcourfes of Saurin were 
almoft as popular as thofe of tlie moft celebrated 
eftablifhed preachers : but it was not only, or 
perhaps principally, by fuch writings that 
France was illuminated. Providence has made 
ufe of very different means for this purpofe. 
The works of Hume, (which have been much 
read in France) Voltaire, RoufTeau, not to men- 
tion many others, enemies to chriftianity, have 
been of efJential fervice in promoting the wel- 
fare of a caufe they meant to deflroy. They 
have cleared away that fuperflition and bigotry, 
thofe loads of rubbifh which blocked up the 
path, the only one by which men can ever ar- 
rive at the befl knowledge of every kind ; free 
and impartial examination. It is true thefe writ- 
ings contain many extravagant as well as wick- 
ed pofitions ; but the great phyfician of the mo- 
ral world, like a fkilful phyfician in the natural, 
frequently makes ufe of poifons, and in his in-. 

finite 
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finite wifdom caufes them to admiAiAer to tfitf 
health of a whole nation. 

The French people being tlius prepared, wc 
find the National Affembly at thff cbrtimence- 
ment of their proceedings, difcoverirtg tfiofc fen- 
timents which have done them fb much ho- 
nour. In the firft part of their conftitution, the 
declaration of rights, We read the following ar- 
ticle ; " No perfon (hall be molefted for his 
^ opinions, even fuch as are religious, provided 
^ that the manifeftation of thofe opinions does 
*• not difturb the public order eftablifhed hy 
"the law*." 

It has been obferved by many, that this ar- 
ticle was not fo explicit as it ought to have 
been ; and it muft be acknowledged that it is 
liable to mifinterpretation. As it has however 
been explained by various decrees, and by con- 
ftant pradice, it has been thus univerfally un- 
derilood 5 that every man has a right to his own 
opinions, to exprefs them in whatever manner 
he pleafes, and to follow that mode of worftiip 
he is inclined to, without any other limitation^ 
than that he does not by any overt adl, infringe 
upon the rights and privileges of his fellow citi- 
zens, as by law eftablifhed. 

^ Con&itution, p. it.. 

I can- 
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I cannot but here take notice of a circiumfladce 
that occurred in the dibate on the above article. 
Which fenres to illuftrate the difpofition of the 
French on this fubjedl. When Monf. Rabaud 
de St. Etienne, in an admirable fpeech in fii- 
vout of complete toleration, mentioned that he 
Was inftnwfted to alk foir kn impartial eode^ or 
ias he explained it, for univerfal liberty of con- 
fcience; ** we have the same iNSTRtJc-* 
•* TioNs," was the general exclamation. Such 
vr2LS the liberal difpofition of the conftituents^ 
and of the reprefentatives of the Fiiench em- 
piret 

This toleration does not extend merely to 
Proteftants, as they are termed. All fefts and 
parties^ whatever may be their opinions^ or 
whatever worfhip they may perform, are equally 
included. Even the poor defpifed feed of Abra- 
ham, thofe butcafls from fociety, who have been 
univerfally degraded and pillaged, are for the 
firfl time, in Europe, acknowledged and received 
as brethren. It requires little penetraticm to 
foretcl, that by thus being raifed to an equality 
with the refl of the community, they will be- 
come equally refpeftable. If there are any pcr- 
Ibns in this country who are inclined to be fe- 
vere on the Jews, on account of that condudl 
which it muft be confefled has too often diftin- 

guifhed 
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tinguHhed them, let fuch perfbns only refleft in 
what manner they (the Jews) have been treated. 
If we aft injurioufly to our fellow-creatures, 
can we wonder if they a£t in a fimilar manner 
to us in return ? Let us behave honourably, 
and reftore to men their rights, for that is the * 
beft way to make them honourable in fociety *. 

This 



* See the Abb^ Gregdre't exceOent dtflertation concerning the Jews, 
^f which a tranflation hat been lately published. 

America, to her honour, will be handed down to pofterity as the 
Chriftian country in which the Jews were firft received as citizens. 
The fentinients and feelings of this long opprcfTed race of men on their 
Teftoratton to fociety, may be difcovcrcd by their addrcfs to General 
Wafliingtop ; dated NewpoR, Rhode Ifland, Aug. 17, 1790. 

To the Prefident of the United States of America. 
Sir, 

Permit the children of the ftock of Abraham, to approach you, with 
the moft cordial aflfedtion and efteem for your perfon and merit, and to 
join with our fellow citizens in welcoming you to Newport. 

With pleafure we refle£t on thofe days — thofe days of difficulty and 
danger, when the God, of Ifrael, who delivered David from the peril 
•f the fword, (hielded your head in the day of battle ; and we rejoice 
to think, that the fame fpirit who reded in the bofom of the greatly 
"beloved Daniel, enabling him to prefide over the provinces of the Baby- 
loniih empire refts, and'ever will reft, upon you, enabling you to dif- 
charge the aiduous duties of CHIEF MAGISTRATE in thefe 
States. 

Deprived, as we heretofore have been, of the invaluable rights of free 
citizens, wc now (with a deep fcnfe of jgratitude to the Almighty Dif- 
pofcrof all events) behold a government erefled by the MAJESTY 
OF THE PEOPLE. A government which to bigotry gives no 
ian£Uon ; to perfecution no afliftance ; but generoully affording to ALL 
liberty of confcience, and immunities of citizenihip ; deeming every 
one, of whatever nation, tongue, or language, equal parts of the great 
jgovemmental machine. This fo ample and extenlive fcyderal union, 
whofe bafe is philanthropy, mutual confidence, and public virtue, we 
canaot but acknowledge to be the work of the great God, who rulcth 

Bb )a 
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This toleration docs not merely relate to opi- 
nions or worfhip. The different feds of dif- 
fenters from the eftablilhed church are not in- 
fulting told,. " You may worfhip God as you 
♦^ pleafe, but you fliall not be admitted to offices 
'^ of truft, without publicly deferting your prin- 
^* ciples/' No ; this toleration runs through 
all the different departments of political and civfl 
fociety. The conftitution knows no religious 
opinions. All men are citizens, ** All citizens 
** being equal in the eye of the law, are equally 
" admiffible to public honour, places, and of- 
** fices, according to their capacity, and without 
" any other diftinftion but that of their virtue, 
** and of their talents *. In the primary and 
eledoral affemblies, in the municipalities and 
departments, in the National Affembly, in the 
various branches of adminiftration, yea, on the 

Throne 



in the armies of heaTcn, and among the inhaUtants of the tuctht Mng 
whatfocvcr feemcth to him good. 

For all the bleffings ot civil and religioas liberty, which we enjoy 
under an equal and benign adminiftration, we delire to fend tip oar 
thanks to the Ancient of days, the great Prefenrer •£ men ; befecching 
him, that the Angel, who conducted our fbrefathen through the wil- 
demefs into the promifed land, may gracioufly condu^ you through 
all the difficulties and dangers of this mortal life : And when, like 
Jofhua, full of days and full of honours, you are gathered to 3roQr la- 
thers, may you be admitted into the heavenly paradife^ to partake «f the 
Water of life, and the tree of immortality. 

• Conftitution, p. 17* 
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Thtj^ncltfjflf, no religious diilindions are look^ 
,cd for. 

It was the admirable language of a Roman 
Catholic bifhop in the National Aflcmbly; 
Go4 is the fole Judge of confctence^ Every mam 
bas^ a right to his religious opinions^ and to profefs 
them tn ^whatever manner he pleafes. If the 

KING. WAS TO DECLARE HIMSELF A PrO- 
TESTJINT, HE HAS AN EQUAL RIGHT SO TO 
PO WITH ANY OP THE CITIZENS. Hear 

this ! ye bifhops and ecclefiaftics, friends to 
pens^l laws in other countries : 

<< Ye lefler ftairs^ hide your diminifhed heads !*' 

Such is the extent of toleration in France ; 
that country which in this refpedl, as well as fb 
many others, has fet fuch a glorious example to 
furrounding empires. 

I j(hall now proceed to confider fbme of the 
cffeds which have already^ in the fhort compafs 
of two years^ refulted from fuch a liberal and 
enlarged iyftem. 

The FIRST PRIVILEGE which the diffenters 
from the eftahlifhed church have been eager to 
embrace is^ The public profession op 
THEIR RELIGION. In the growing negled of 
public worfhip in this country, proceeding from 
a varie^ of unhappy caufes, this privilege may 
by many, be lightly efteemed. Thofe alfof who 
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attend divine fervice, principaMy from educatidn 
or cuftom, cannot form any proper eftimation 
of what affords them fo little ptdfutt. But 
thofe happy few, who find in the fervice of their 
God, duty and privilegjc equally united, need 
not be told how great the bleflingis of religious 
aifemblies. To fuch perfbns I fhall make no 
apology, for giving rather a minute accoimt of 
the opening of one or two places of worfhip in 
a country, which, previous td the rfeVoIutidio, 
fuffered no religion but what was efhblifhed. 

The firft church I fhall notice, is that 
which was dpehed at Dunkirk ; an account of 
which, although it has already appeared in one 
of our public prints, is too valuable, not to be 
flill more extenfively circulated. The writer 
thus txprefTes himfelf : ^ We now begiir to 
*^ enjoy the befl benefits of the new conftitution, 
** in the exercife of our own worfhip. On Suh- 
** day laft an Englifh Proteflant church was 
** opened here, an objedl that has been long^in 
^^ contcmpktfon, buf nevtr bfcfore accompKfhed. 
*• The number of Protefknts in this place is 
** very great ; the church was fo full, that many 
*' flood in the paffage throughout the fervice, 
*' while others returned for want of room. We 
**^ have every appearance of forming a large and 
•^ rcfpedablc ibcicty, for the plan that is adopt- 

"ed 
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** cd !uas in view the union of all Proteftants j 

•* Epifcopalian ; Preftytcrian, or other diflenters. 
•' The church of England fervicc is made ufc 
'^ of, reformed upon the plan of the late Dr. 
•* Clarke, Hedor of St. James's, in which the 
'^ exceptionable pafTages of the common-prayer 
^^ are omitted. It is a plan that gives general 
'^ fatis&ftion, aad many of all parties intereft 
•* thcmielves greatly in the caufe. The Na- ' 
'• tional Aflcmbly has provided very generoufly 
*^ for thoie who diflent from the eftablifhed 
" church. All fedls have the liberty of con- 
'' during baptifms, marriages, and burials ac- 
•* cording to their own forms, and a regifter of 
'^ them is kept in the chamber of the tri** 
^^ bunal*.'' 

In the fame town another church has been 
opened by a clergjrman of the church of Eng- 
land, in which the conunon fervice is ufed. A 
miftake was however made, which as it was the 
firft of the kmd in France, I wiQi it may be the 
laft. The miniAer, unluckily, brought over 
fome of his high church prejudices with him, 
and attempted to fbw his tares amongft the 
wheat, by urging fome of the congregation not 
to be married by their own minifter-^^^r^n^ be 
V)as noi ordained by a bijbop ! This wife admoni* 
Uon was treated as it deferved, and ferved only 

^ pMra^ of a Letter from Dunkirk, dated Auguft lo, 1791. 
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to create a fm3e. I have thought it ri^t ta 
mention this circumAance^ as I adi a moft fin- 
cere tiriend to the fpread of Chriilianity» under 
any of its forms. Any thing of religion is bet- 
ter than indolence* vice, and that fhipideft of all 
ftupid ignorance, attachment to prejudices, " he^ 
♦^ cauje they arc prejudices/' With my beft 
wifhes, therefore, of fuccefs to any of thfe clergy 
of the church of England, who ma/ endeavour 
to fpread the reformed religion in France, I hdve 
only to exprefs my hope, that diey will CareiRkllj 
avoid the blunder of their Dunkirk brother. 

In the fame town there are a number rf 
Quakers, who have lately opened a place (or 
religious worfhip, which I am infottntd is ie^ 
ipedVably attended. 

At BologneyZrr /e mer, an English church has 
lately been opened : the miniiler preached his 
firft fermon from thofe appofite word in Reve- 
lations, chapter iii, verfc 8. ^^ Behbld I have 
'* fet before thee an open door, and no man ciui 
^' (hut it/' 

I (hall here ftop my account of Englifh 
churchest Thefe inftanccs are fufiicient to fhew 
the happy eiFcdls of toleration, as it relates to 
Englifhmen who are already fettled, or who may 
fettle in France at any future periodt 

But 
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But the natives of the country are more par- 
ticularly interefted on this occafion. Although 
it is a trite obfervation, yet it can never be too 
often repeated, that perfecuting or penal laws 
never anfwer the end, Notwithftanding the 
violent meafures formerly purfued to fupprefs 
the French Proteftants, it is a fad, that they 
never cfFedted the defigned purpofe. There 
are great numbers all over the kingdom, and the 
department of Lan^guedocy one of the moft flou- 
rifhing, contains upwards of one hundred and 
twenty thouland, Thefe are the perfons who 
morefenfibly feel the blefGng of toleration. An 
account of the opening of one of the French 
churches in the capital, of which I was'a happy 
jwitnefs, will be fufficient to ferve as a fpecimca 
few the reft. 

Amongft the various reforms which have been 
[ made in the religious eftabliihment, is that of 
reducing the number of pariflies, confequently 
of churches. Every body knows that in the 
Catholic countries, there are numbers of 
churches more than are neceflary. At Paris, 
there are eighteen which have been (hut up, 
^ and advertifed either for fale, or hire, to any 
religious community. The Proteftants at Paris, 
as foon as toleration was granted them, loft no 
time in affcmbling themfelvcs together: their 

Bb4 firft 
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firft meetings were held in a fpacious room in 
one of the hotels ; this was found too Ihiall ; 
as foon therefore as the churches were to 
be difpofed of, they hired one for their greater 
convenience, and for conducing their worfliip in 
a more public manner. Tlie church fixed upon, 
was that of Sf. Louis de Louvre^ a handfome 
oval building, formerly ufed by Louis the 
Fourteenth, and fituated clofe to the palace of 
the Thuilleries, as well as to that of which it 
bears the name/ A few days previous to its being 
opened, notice was given to the department, 
who iffucd proclamations to the people, exhort- 
ing them to conduft themfelves like citizens of 
a free and enlightened nation. In this pro- 
clamation it was afferted, that the liberty now 
granted to the Protefknts was not a matter of 
favour, but only the reftoration of a right of 
which they had been long deprived. As this, 
however, was the firft time of an aflcmbly of 
Proteftants meeting for public worfliip, for a 
century paft, and as their place of meeting was a 
church which had been uniformly devoted to 
the eftabliflied fervice, it was thought proper to 
order a detachment of the national guards to 
prevent any difturbancej a precaution which, 
though prudent, was afterwar<ls found unnecef- 

lary. 
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fary *. It was Sunday the twenty-fecohd of 
May, which was devoted to this triumph of 
reafon, philofophy, liberty, and retigion. 

Previous to my entering die church, I oth- 
ierved the following infcriptions on the front 
©fit: 

Vm d$ Jejm Gbri/i 1791. Leficoitddtla UhertL 
BSfici eo^facri a tm euki rdigieaxt par vm fiditi farticvUp'U 

Ykul £t Lib^rtb t* 

On entering the church, \ perceived that 
piety and prudence had uqited to prepare the 
place fi^table for the audience. The pi^res, 
with other infl:rupients of idolj^tiy had been re- 
moved, but their vacancies were all filled with 
fomething ufeful and edifying. Over the main 
altar were placed T!be te^ comrw^dm^nts ofGoJ^i 



* How would our clergy and populace in many parts of thp kingdcnn 
behave, were the churches' to be let to the Prelbyterians ? 

f The two latter fentcnces are ordered to be placed on tjic front of 
every church which is not of the eftablilhment. 

t I cannot bm notice this ciraufiftance of placing the commandments 
with the above title, and hope the example will be followed in every 
Plroteftant church in a Catholic country. It is (hocking to obferve, that 
the practice of altering the decalogue is dill continued in many countries* 
I have now by me two catechifms, which I purchafcd in the Auftriaa 
Netherlands, printed by the authority of the Archbilhop of Mecklin, in 
one of which the fecond commandment is ftrangely mutilated, and in the 
other entirely left out. The tenth commandment being divided, makes 
up the number. This is one i^iftance amonglt hundreds, of the boaeji 
treatment men meet with, when they rcfign their undcrftandings to 

rftlESTS. 
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and m difFcrrent parts, the Lcnfs pr/yer, the 
Apoftles creeds the Declaration of the rights of 
man, and the Duties of the citizen. I had takea 
my Ration only a few minutes, before the 
church (which conveniently holds about ieveo , 
hundred people) was completely crouded* I 
was afterwards informed, many hundreds went 
away, who were not abl6 to gain admittance. 

It may not, perhaps, be ufelefs to inform 
fome of my readers, that the manner in which 
the French Proteftants condud: their worflxip, 
is fomething between that of the members of 
the eftablifhment, and the diflenters in this 
country, and what fome may think, an im- 
provement on both. They have their liturgy, 
containing fervices for the offices of baptifm, 
marriage, &c. and various forms of prayer, but 
they are by no means confined to them. Their 
confeffion of feith, and catechifm are calvinifti- 
cal, and the French Proteftants have in general 
been, what are called moderate Cahinijls. The 
firft part of the fervice (performed by the clerk) 
confifted in reading the Scriptures, and in fing- 
ing, the latter accompanied by the organ. The 
eighth chapter of the firft book of Kings, and the 
Iccond chapter of St. Luke, were among other 
portions of Scripture read; and the eighty-fourth 
and the hundred and twenty-fecond plalms 

were 
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werciling. oat the above cxxafion. A circum-' 
flancei whichthough mahy may think trifling, 
gave me fa mudi pleaibrcy that I cannot help 
liientiomng it. It being the firft time of aflem- 
bling in this^ public mannei-, there was a fcarcity: 
of pfalm books ; I perceivdi hiany lending their* 
books to others; at the fajne time without in-- 
conveniehee' to Aemfelves. They had the 
pialms perftfb in their hearts, and fang them 
with their lips, without difficulty. Many I 
doubt not,> then prefent, had made the Piahns- 
of David their fongs in the houfc of their 'pil^^ 
grimage. The ten commandments were read, 
during which the minifter (Monf. Marron) af- 
cended the pulpit. After iinging another pfalm, 
a prayer was offered up, expref!ive of gratitude 
to the Deity for the mercies then vouchfafed, 
and entreating his prefence and blcfling. The 
fermon was then preached from Romans, chap- 
ter xiii. verfe I2. TJbe night is far fpenty the 
day is at band: let usj therefore^ caji off the 
works of darknefs, and let us put on the armour 
of light. Inf):ead of entering into the particulars 
of the difcourfe, I fhall only obferve that the 
occafion was great, and the preacher weU qua- 
lified to improve it. He fhewed himfelf the ' 
philofopher, the patriot, the orator, and the 
ChrifUan. After the fermon, which lafled 
I upwards 



r 380 ] 

upwards of an hour (I believe cvciy heater 
thought it a ihort one) followed what is called 
the long prayer^ in which the muiifter^ after 
again exprefling the moft gratefiil praifes and 
thankfgivings to God for the peculiar favours 
of the day^ poured forth the moft earneft pe^ 
titions for the welfare and prpfperity of tha 
French empire; for the National Aftembly; 
£or the King, the Queen ; the departments ; th» 
municipalities ; the citizens ; for the completion 
and the ftability of the conftitution. During 
the fermon, I could not but admire the peculiar 
animation of the preacher, and the fiir^d at* 
tention of the audience. But during the prayer, 
both preacher and hearers were io uncomtmonly 
affefted, that I believe there were few perfons, 
Proteftants or Catholics, but were in tears. 
The Catholics were more particularly aflFe£ted 
with this occafional prayer, as they have nQthing 
©f the kind in their own churches. When the 
prayer was concluded, the belief was read, and 
two children were baptifed. The whole fer-* 
vice concluded by iinging a paraphrafe on the 
words of Simeon ; ^* Lord now letteft thou thy 
«* fervant depart in peace, according to thy 
f* word, for mine eyes have fcen thy f^vation i'* 
and furely never were words more applicable, 
from the time they were firft uttered by the 

aged 



t S8i 3 

aged fkint in the temple^ when he embt^ced 
the infant Saviour in his arms, than on the pre- 
fent (xxafion. If corrupt ftatefmen finile at this , 
relation, and attempt to turn it into ridicule—-* 
Avaunt, ye enemies of mankind ! you cannot 
cntei* into our feelings: an attempt to convey 
them to you, would be equally vain, as an at- 
tempt to convey the harmony of founds to the 
deaf, or the beauty of colours to &e blind, 
fiut I make no doubt that fbme perfons, from 
perufing thi^ account, £iint and imperfeft as it 
is, will feel a flame glowing in their hearts iimi« 
lar to that which filled the fouls of the Paris 
audience, and which vnSl conftrain them to 
break fortji in the language of gratitude ; B/eJed 
be God for the French Revolution ! 

The colledk)n at the doors for the poor 
(which always concludes the fervice of the 
foreign Proteflant churches) amounted to up- 
wards of fixty pounds flerling. I had op my 
return the pleafure of converfing with feveral 
perfons. Catholics as well as Proteflants, and 
the fatisfaftion of the former, feemcd as com- 
plete as that of the latter. I (hall only add 
that the devotion of the day vras not a fuddcn 
blaze, extinguifhed almofl as foon as it was 
kindled. The church continued in the moft 
flourifhing ftate, and when the facramcnt was 
2 admi- 
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adminiflered, the number of coofmuimcsafftfias 
upwards of one hundred and fifty. 

Such are the ^ffbds iof toleration at Paris; 
and when the redder reqoUeas. that £aaki 
tSk&s ar(t taking place throv^haut-thQiEreneh 
empire, he may form fome idea -^f^the happy 
confequences fefulting from the enlightened 
fyftem of the ^National Affembly*. 

But it is not only the excrcife of their re- 
ligion which has been granted to : the Pro- 
teftants. The National Affembly have reftored 
to them that property of which the: old govern- 
ment, ' inftigated by the church, .had pillaged 
them. ' All the Refugees, and the defccndants 
of the refugees, formerly banifhed for their re- 
ligion, are now invited to return; All whohave 
been deprived of their eftatM may now. reclaim 
them. To call this proceeding ftri<a juitice is 
not fufficient, it is unexampled generoiity. 

The happy efFedts of this enlarged toleration 
in political and civil focietyy mufl not^pafs un- 

• It would tend much to the revival of religbn in France, were fo- 
CHties formed fomething flmilar to that excellent one in London, for 
** promoting religious knowledge amonjg the poor." I fliofuld im^ine 
focieties might be founded on fuch liberal principles as to uxute both Ca- 
tholics and'Proteftants. The inftitution of Sunday (chools for the child- 
ren of the poori would likewife be of infinite fervice. If any of the 
French ihould look over thefe pages, I tru|l they will excufe the hioca here 
fuggefted. In proportion as we prize liberty, we ough^to priae virtue, 
which can alone render it deivablc, and without which it cannot be 
lading. 

aoticed. 
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noticed. ' All religious diftlndlions, arid the in- 
numerable evils reflilting therefrom, are anni- 
hilated. Seds and parties inftead of viewing 
each other with an envious eye, iiifpefting that 
each wifhes to be uppermoft, and exercifing 
their niutuar hatred, have nothing how to 
quarrel about. 

Do we wiih for a convincing proof of the 
happy confequences of fiich a fyftem, let us turn 
to' the French conftitution, and alk who were 
the liien'principidly employed in its fabrication ? 
If we look at the committee we there find a 
Roman Calholic bijhop^ an Abbi^ a yanfeniji^ a 
Protejiant Prejbyterian minifler^ and a Proteftant 
Layman^. Is there a benevolent heart that 
'does not wifh that all {^(h and parties in other 
countries Would relinquifh their religious diffe- 
rences in civil Ibciety, and forgiving and for- 
getting all former animofitics, embrace each 
other as brethren ; and that their only ftrife 
might be, who (hould fhew the greateft love to 
their country, and render it the moft eflentjal 
fervice. 

The happy efFefts of toleration appear not 
only on the more folemn and important oc- 
cafions, but even in the Amujements of the 

* Mbnf. TaUeyrand, Uiihop of Autum ; the Abb6 Si^es ; Moi>r. 
Thourct} Monit Rabaud de St. Sdenne; and Monf. J^araave. 

French 
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French : the theatre ever fince the revolution^ 
has helped to confirm the people in their fenti* 
ments of civil and religious liberty. Mr. Burkc» 
whofe optics whenever he looks at France feem 
inverted^ is refolved to mifi-epreient the people 
on almoft every occafion. He mentions the 
tragedy of Charles the Ninths as brought on the 
jftage to ^^ teach the French perfecution ; to fH- 
'^ mulate their cannibal appetites by variety and 
•* ieaibning ; and to quicken them to an alert- 
*' nefs in new murders and maifacres, if it 
'* fliould fuit the purpofe of the Guifes of the 
** day." Nothing can be more lalfc. I had 
twice the melancholy pleafure, for fo I muft 
term it, of feeing this tragedy. I know as well 
as Mr. B. what it is to weep at the fictitious 
woe of a Siddons ; but the tears which I fhed at 
the reprefentation on the French theatre were 
thofe both of forrow and joy. Of forrow, 
when I reflected on thofe horrid fcenes in real 
life, in which the eftablilhed priefts were for- 
merly the principal aftors. Of joy, when I 
ferther reflefted, that fuch fcenes could never 
be again renewed. It was impofllble for me not 
to catch the French enthufiafin which then 
burft forth. The loud, repeated, and con- 
tinued (houts of applaufe, in which I fo heartily 

joined. 
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joined^ were the fhouts of vidory and triumph 
over flavery, bigotry, intolerance, and cruelty^ 
Mr. Burke laments that ** the author of the 
** tragedy was not fent to the gallies, nor the 
•* players to the houfe of corredion." No, Sir; 
there not being any inquifition in France, your 
good wiflies could not be carried into execution^ 
I in my turn cannot help lamenting that this 
tragedy is not introduced on the Englifh flage ; 
but it would not do on many accounts. The 
language is too inftruftive, the dialogues ar« too 
tedious, to fuit the faftidious ears of a Britifll 
audience. We cannot now endure even the 
inftrudive fpeeches of that Shakefpeare we prfe- 
tend to idolize ; they muft be curtailed and 
frequently omitted, to make room for the after 
reprefentation of fome wretched farce, which 
feems to anfwer no other purpofe, than to 
obliterate thofe feelings, which tragedy fo fre- 
quently infpires. In fuch a fituation, and while 
we are under the power of a variety of deep- 
rooted prejudices, it would be folly to attempt 
to introduce a play, which has little to recom- 
mend it, but the pureft and moft exalted fenti- 

mcnts of civil and religious liberty*. 

/ 

• The title of the Tragedy is, Cbarks the Ninths or a school por 
KINGS : and a moft inftru£tive fchool it is. Monarchs imay therein learn 
li^w 4an|{crouf it is for them to fuffer themfclves tg be led by ccdedaftics. 

C c Such 
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Such is the iktc of toleration in France, and 
fuch are the happy effefts already produced. If 
^e reader has felt any pleafure in this account, 
what muft his indignation be, when he recol- 
kfts the comparifon whicl^ Mr. Burke has 
made between the contrivers of the mafl&crc of 
Paris, and the fnembers of the National Aflem- 
biy. " The Cardinal of Lorrain was the mur- 
*^ derer of the fixteenth century; you have the 
" glory of being the murderers of the eigfa- 
" tegith, AND THIS IS all the difference 
*^ BETWEEN YOU :'' That is, the Cardinal of 
Lorrain, with his brother priefts, contrived to 
maf&cre 150,000 (fome writers fay half a mil- 
lion) of Proteftants in cold blood ; the National 
Aflembly have eftabliftied die moft complete 
TOLERATION, chriftcndom has yet known; 
and yet they are all murderers alike! 
Has Mr. B. not a (hadow of regard for his own 
charafter ? Does he not recolleft that the trial 
of Mr. Haftings is ftill pending ? (a happy cir- 
cumllance for that gentleman) Does he wifh 
that the houfe of peers fhould give an iota of 
credit to what he has faid, or may fay ; or that 
all his eloquence (hould not be counted a mere 
Fox et praterea nihil ? Why does he then in- 
dulge himfelf in fuch raih declamation ? 

We 
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We (hall now leave France, and turn to 6tlf 
own country t and let us enquire what is thtf 
Hate of toleration amdngft us ? We have al- 
ready hinttd that it is very imperfeA; that thofe 
who diflent from the eflabliflied church are 
partly tolerated, and partly connived at. Many 
perfons are however o£ a different opinion^ and 
it is but juftice to attend to what they fay On the 
lubjeft. Amongft thofe who are fo well fatis- 
fied with our prefent eftabliihment as to think 
any alteration not only unneceflary, but abfolute- 
ly unlawful, may be reckoned a prelate whom 
I have more than once alluded to: t mead 
Dr. Horfley, bifhop of St. David's* Let us at- 
tend to his opinion on the fubje^« '* In this 
'' country the flatefman finds an eflablifhed 
** church amidit a variety of brawling fedts, all 
•^ enjoying the utmo^ liberty of confcience, yet 
•* all clamorous againfl the perfecuting fpirit of 
** the hierarchy, to whofe candour and libe- 
** R ALiTY they are in a great part indebted for 
•• the bleffing of a general toleration *.'' This 
language, though contrary to truth, has been 
repeated an hundred times by different mem- 
bers of the church of England* It is fo ex- 
traordinary that I can only account for it upon 

* Rcriew of the VsStntttt cafc^ p. 37. 
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one principle, namely, that it is ufual for per-' 
fbns whofe charadlers are unifbrmly and notori- 
oufly deficient, to be the trumpeters of their owa 
imaginary virtues, and to offer ftrains of flatteiyto 
themfelves becaufc they can find no one eljfe to 
do it for them. In oppofition however to his 
lordfliip's reprefentation, I fliall take the liberty 
of aflerting, that the various fefts in this coun- 
try are very far from enjoying the utmoft liberty 
of confcicnce; that for what they. do enjoy, 
they are not in the kaji indebted to the candour 
or liberality of the hierarchy ; and that it is the 
duty of all thofe fefts firmly to unite and to pro- 
teft againft that perfecuting fpirit which this 
hierarchy ever has difplayed, and I am afraid 
will continue to difplay, as long as it is fuifercd 
to exift in its prefent ftate. A few hHloric ia<fts, 
and a few obfervations on what has recently 
taken place, will be fufficient to prove each of 
thefe aflertions. 

In order to do juflice to the candour znA Ube-- 
rality of the church of England, I ought to give 
a iketch of her conduft fince the period {he firft 
called herfelf reformed. I fhould refer to the 
reigns of Queen Elizabeth and the Stuarts, in 
which we fliould find z^Jiriking difplay of thefe 
virtues in her conduct to the Puritans. The 
whole body were dreadfully pcrfecuted merely 

'on 
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on account of their religious opinions ; fome of 
them were hanged, and thoufimds driven to 
America *. We fhall however pafs over thefc 



♦ Amongft others, who after being nearly ruined by the ecdcfiattical 
covins, left his country, and went to Leyden, was Mr. John Robimson, 
the founder of the firft independent church in England. Several 
of his cengregation afterwarcfs departed firom Leyden to America. 
His parting addrcfs to them contains fuch excellent fentimrtits, and 
breathes fuch a chriftian fpirit, as render it well worthy the attention 
of all fefts and parties, even in our more enlightened day : I therefore 
<&ake no apology for prefenting it to the reader* 

«* Brethren, 
" We are now quickly to part from one another, and whether I may 
«* ever live to fee your faces on earth any more the God of heaven only 
" knows ; but whether the Lord has appointed that or not, I charge 
** you before God and his bleffcd angels, that you follow me no farther 
" than you have feen me follow the Lord Jefus Chrift. If God re- 
** veal any thing to you by any other inftrument of his, be as ready to 
** receive it as ever you was to receive any truth by ray miniftry ; for 
** I am verily perfuadcd that God has more truth yet to break forth 
*' horn his holy word. For my pan, I cannot fulEciently bewail the 
** condition of the reformed churches, who are come to a period in 
** religion, and will go at prcfcut no farther than the inilrumcnts of their 
" reformation ; the Luf herons can't be drawn to go beyond what Lu/hcr 
** faw ; whatever part of the will of our God has been (hewn to Cahiit^ 
^« they will die rather than embrace it ; and the CalviniJIs you fee ftick 
** faft where they were left by that great man of God who yet faw not all 
** things. This is a mifery much to be lamented ; for though they 
•* were burning and Ihinirg lights in their times, yet they penetrated 
** not into the whole counfel of God, but were they now living, would 
** be as willing to embrace farther light as that which they firft received. 
** I bcfcech you remember *tis an article of your church covenant, * That 
** you be ready to receive wliatever truth Ihall be made known to you 
^* from the written word of God.' I muft hercwithal exhort you to uke 
** heed, what you receive as truth, examine it, confider it, and compare 
*• it with other fcripturcs of truth, before you receive it : for it is not 
** pofliblc the chriftian world fliouM come fo lately out of fuch thick 
** antichriftian darknefs, and that perfection of knowledge fliould break 
^ forth at once/' Neal's Hiftory^ of the Puritans, Vol. IL p. 1 30. 
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periods^ and only glance at the fmiling features 
of the church from the time of the reftoration. 

The manner in which the miniftcrs who 
could not comply with the adJ: of unifi>rmity 
were^turned out of the church, has been related 
in the laft chapter. How the laity were treated 
may be gueffed by a mere recital of the adb 
which pafled againft them. The Corporation aS 
incapacitated them from exercifing the rights of 
citizens. The Conventicle a£i fcJrbad all per- 
ions from attending any meeting for religious 
worfliip, confiding of more than five perfons 
befides the family prcfent, under very feverc 
fines which were levied in the fevereft mannen 
The Oxford aSl deprived them of their miniftcrs, 
by banifhing them five miles from every town 
that fent members to parliament, The Teji aB 
rendered them incapable of all places of truft or 
profit under government. The defign of thefe 
afts one of our hiftorians (Rapin) obferves, feenxs 
to have been to drive the nonconformifts to de- 
spair, and to force them into real crimes againft 
the government. Moderate men endeavoured 
to purfue more lenient meafures i but when it 
was reported that an adl of comprehenfion and 
indulgence was framing, their Iprdfhips the bi- 
fliops, were alarmed ; they raifed fuch a diihirb- 
ance that the Houfc of Con^mons at laft voted, 

I that 
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that no bill for the above purpofe (hould be 
received. It plainly appears to have been the 
intention of the church to fupprefs the diflcnters 
entirely : but " the more they were afflided the 
** more they grew." Let the church however 
have her due merit for her vigorous exertions. 
During the reigns of Charles and James the Se- 
cond^ above fixty thoufand non-conformifts fuf- 
fered, five thoufand of whom died in prifon : on 
a moderate computation thefe perfons were pil- 
laged of fourteen millions of property. Such 
was the tolerating^ liberal, candid fpirit of the 
church of England *. 

But a different fcene foon began to unfold, 
and the nation perceived that both the civil and 
ccclefiaftical conftitution were in danger of 
being totally overturned, by the violent and ar- 
bitrary proceedings of James the Second. This 
popifh' tyrant had been confirmed in liis wretched 
principles by the clergy. The univerfities in 
their addrefifes had told him, that he derived not 
his power fi"om the people but from God, to 
whom alone he was accountable for his con- 
dud *. The clergy to a man had folemnly 

fworn. 



* Burnet's Own Time, Vol. II. p. 382. Ncal's Hiftory'of.the 
Puritans, Vol. IV. p. .f 18, 19. 30. Conformift's Plea, pan I. p. 40. 

• The dccreees of the Univcrfity of Oxford in favour of paflivc obe- 

dience 
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fworn, that it was not lawful on any VKn^ 
TENCE WHATEVER to take Up arms againft the 
king. His majefty was rcfolvcd to take them 
at their word, and accordingly was preparing 
to eftablifli a popifti church, and an arbitrary 
government. The clergy at laft finding thcm-.^ 
felves in fuch a forlorn fituation, altered their 
tone and their coqdu(5t towards the diflcnters. 
One of their perfecutors (the bifhop of St* 
Aiaph) hoped the Proteftant diflenters would 
concur in prefervjng the common intereft; 
'* For you and we," added he, " are brethren; 
** We have, indeed, been angry brethren, but 
^* we have feen our folly, ^^nd are refolved if 
** ever we h^ye it in our power, to fhew that 
'* we will treat you as brethren," Another of 
their enemies (Archbifhop Sancroft) fent a let-* 
tcr to his clergy, *' exhorting them to cultivate 
." a friendly correfpondcncp with their brethren 

dicncc and non-rcfiftaacc, were fome years afterwards, by order of par- 
liament, burnt by the hands of the common liangman 

Bi^mct fpeaking of the Univertities fays, " In thofe feats of educanoOf 
•* intiead of being formed to love their country and conftitution, the 
•* laws aud liberties of it^ thc^ [our young gentry] are r^nhef jiifpofed 
** to love arbitrary government, and to become (laves to abfolute mo- 
«.< narchy. A change «f inttreft ipay fct them right 3gain as. to the 
«« public ; but thty have no inward principle of love to their country 
" and of public liberty : fo that they arc cafily brought to like flavery, 
<« if they may be the tools for managing it." After this account, wc 
piay add, that i< w^* prrf^dtly jconfjftcm in tlif Univerfity of Oxford, 
to congratulate Mr. Burke, and to prefent him with an honorary degree, 
/or his writings againft the French reyoiution. 
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** die dlffenters; to have a tender regard to 

*' them ; to vlfit them, and receive them kindly ; 

" and to join vv^ith them warmly and afFedtion- 

** ately in daily and fervent prayer to the God 

'* of peace, for an univerfal blefled union of all 

^^ reformed churches at home and abroad, againft 

•* the common enemy/' But the engagements 

of one of the clergy, who fpoke in the fincerity 

of his heart, were fo flrongly exprefled, that it 

would be injuflice not to give them more at 

large. " The bifhops have, under their hands, 

'^ declared their difpofitions to come to a tem- 

^' per in matters of conformity, and there feems 

^* to be no doubt of their fincerity. If ever 

*' God brings us into a fettled ftate out of the 

**' ftorms into which our paflions and folly, as 

*' well as the treachery of others have led us, 

'* it cannot be imagined that the bifhops will 

" go off from thofe moderate refolutions Which 

" they have now declared ; and they continuing 

*' firm, the weak and indifcreet paflions of the 

" inferior clergy muft needs vanifli. And I will 

** boldly fay i that if the church of England j after 

^* Jhe has got out of this form ^ will return to hear- 

♦* ken to the peevijlmcfs of four men, she will 

" BE ABANDONED BOTH OF GoD AND MAN, 
^' AND WILL SET HEAVEN AND EARTH A- 

f^ GAINST HER. The nation fees too clearly 

*' how 
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*^ how dear the difpute about conformity has 
*^ coft MS, to ftand upon piindtilios, and tfaofe in 
** whom our deliverance is wrapt up, judge too 
^'rightly to imagine^ that ever they will be 
'• prieft-ridden in this point. All confiderations 
** concur to make us conclude that there is no 
^ danger of our fpliting a fecond time upon the 
** fame rock. And indeed if any argument was 
•* wanting to conclude this point, tAe wife and 
** generous behaviour of the diffenters^ in thispre^ 
^^fentjun^urey has given them fo juji a title to 
^ our friendfhipy that we mufi refohe tofet all the 
** .world againjl us if we can ever forget it ; and if 
*' we do not make them all the returns ofeafe and 
** favour J when it is in our power to do it*.*' 

The behaviour of the diflenters, at this criti- 
cal period, was indeed wife and generous ; they 
were fmarting under the wounds given them by 
the church ; tiey were courted by the king, 
and tempted with large offers of favour. They 
were weighty enoiigh to turn the fcale cidier 
way. But they facrificed their refentments, and 
united with the nation in driving away an arbi- 
trary tyrant, 'and eflablifhing William and Mary 
on the throne. 

And now one fhould have hoped the church 
had done with perfecution 3 and tliat from hence- 

* Bumet*s Apology for the Church of England. 

forth. 
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forth, there would have been a mild, modentet 
and enlarged eflabliihment, or at leaft a complete 
toleration. And yet, fad to relate, the ftorm 
was hardly blown over, when the church forgot 
all her promifes. It is true, that by the exer- 
tions of a few of the moderate clergy, affifted by 
King William and the Whig ftatefmen of that 
day, the aft of toleration, which granted liberty 
to thofe diflenting miniflers, and fchool-mafters, 
who fubfcribedthe doftrinal articles, was pafled ; 
but even this toleration, very imperfed as it 
was, was ill reliflied by the main body of the 
clergy. Burnet declares, that the zeal he (hewed 
for this aft, very much funk his credit. Some 
propofed that the aft fliould only be temporary^ 
as a neceflary reftraint upon the diffenters, that 
they might demean themfelves fo as to merit 4 
continuance of it. Such was high church |^nz- 
fitude and veracity. 

With refpeft to the general conduft of the 
clergy, after the revolution, it was ungrateful 
and intolerant to the diifenters, and difloyal to 
King William. Before one fliort year had ex- 
pired, they began to (hew an implacable hatred 
to the non-conformifts, and feemed to with for 
an occafion to renew old feverities againft them. 
The king was a friend to religious liberty. ♦' He 
^^ always thought confcience was God's province, 

*'and 
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" and that it ought not to be impofed upon ; he 
** conceived toleration to be one of the wifefl 
** meafures of government." He, with his Whig 
minifters, affifted by Burnet, Tillotfon, and the 
moderate part of the clergy (too few, alas ! to 
be of fervice) laboured to reform the church, to 
bring in the diiTenters, and to reftore the latter 
to (heir rights in civil fociety*. But thofe in- 
corrigible bigots, high churchmen, fruftrated all 
their attempts. Although the king filled up 
the fees, as they became vacant, v^ith worthy 
moderate men, who ** were not fcrambling for 
** preferment, but who were brought out of 
^* their retirements moft of them againft their 
" inclinations j" yet all would not do. ** The 
*' main body of the clergy foon fpread an ill- 
*^ humour all over the nation, which continued 
" during the whole of this reign. They gave 
" out that tJbe church was in danger ^ and feemcdas 
'* if they would never be fatisfied unlefs the dif- 
" fenters were again perfecutcd, nor could they 
** lookataman with patience, or fpeakofhim with 
*' temper, who did not agree with them in thefe 
" things." While the diffenters were the zea- 
lous friends to the conftitution, the clergy were 

* Let the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common-council of the city 
ofl^ndon recoiled, that their anccftors petitioned in favour of the rigka 
of Protcftant diffenters, and recommended their being declared eligible to 
»11 oAicfs under gmernmcnt, 

3 continually 
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continually fliewing their wifhes to over-turn it. 
The bulk of them were fufpefted rebels. " They 
" cxprefled a great efteem for Jacobites, and 
** ferved them by every means in their power. 
•* Their behaviour gave to atheifts and profli- 
** gates, no fmall advantage. They had taken 
** the oaths, and read the prayers to government, 
*^ and yet their behaviour was fuch, that made 
** many conclude they were a fort of men that 
•* would fwear and pray even againft their con- 
*' fciences, and that they were governed by in- 
" tercft, and not by principle/' 

Soon after the death of our glorious de- 
liverer, and the acceffion of Queen Anne, 
the high church party became more powerful, 
and more violent. They tried to overturn the 
toleration. Burnet fays, " I was rcfolved never 
** to be filent when that (hould be brought into 
" debate. I have long looked on liberty of con- 
** fcience as one of the rights of human nature, 
•' antecedent to fociety, which no man could 
** give up, becaufe it was not in his own power." 
The temper of the clergy may be feen by the 
encouragement they gave to that weak, wicked, 
and feditious tool, Sacheverell -, fo famous, or 
rather infamous, for the fermon in which he 
villified the revolution, aflerted the doctrines of 
paflive obedience and non-rcfiftarice in the 

highcft 
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higheft ftrains poffiblc, and raifed the war-» 
WHOOP of the clergy^— The church is im 
DANGER. When he was impeached by the 
Commons, and during his trial, the nation wa» 
in a flame. The whole facrcd order (as Dean 
Swift informs us) was underftood to be concern- 
ed in his profecution*. They ftirred up mobs 
by every means in their power. All who would 
not join the cry, The church and SacheverelU 
were infulted or knocked down. The meeting- 
houfes of the diffenters were burnt in feveral 
places : the prelate I have often alluded to in- 
•fbrms us, thdt before his door the mob cleft the 
flcuU of a man who would not join in the com- 
mon fbout, and threatened to bum down his 
(the bi(hop*s) houfe. Although the fanatic 
prieft was found guilty, the fentence pafled on 
him was fo mild (to be filenced for three years^ 
and to have his fermon burnt by the common 
hangman) that the clergy thought it a victory. 
Bonfires and illuminations appeared all over the 
kingdom; and when he afterwards went into 
Wales, he was received with triumph. Such 
were the bkjfid cfFefts of high church princi- 
ples*f . Thefe, however, were not all. The 

clergy 

• Hiftory of the four laft years of Qjieen Anm-, j>*. 6. 
t Tn the whole of the above acccunt, I have clofely and fafc!y followed 
BvMmtt's Hiftgry : tbe Index under ths word Clergy is curious: 

Cle&ct 
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clergy prevailed upon the legiflature to pais a 
kw againfi occafional conformity ^ which prohibit** 
ed any perfons in office from attending a diiSent-* 
ing meeting, under the penalty of twenty 
pounds ; and difqualifying them for any office 
fbr the future, till they made oath that they en- 
tirely conformed to the church, and had not 
been at any conventicle fbr the fpace of a whole 
year*. v 

An a£i to prevent the growth of Schifin wafc 
Hkewiie procured by the fame party. By this 
ad; no perfbn whatever could be either a fchooU 
mailer or tutor, without a full and entire con« 
fbrmity to the church. Such was the conduA 
of the mUdf the liberal^ the tolerant church of 
Bo^and, during the reigns of King William 
and Queen Anne. 

Some of my readers will, perhaps, be ready 
to afk ; ** Why fhould you call to remembrance 
^' events^ which tend rather to inflame than to 
" cool the fpirit of party ?" To which I rejply j 
my reafbn is, becauie at the very time the 

Clergy Engli/b^ -a great heat among them— Invite the Prince of 
Orange to defend them — ^Welcome him here—- An ill humour fpreada 
among them at the Revolution— They take the oaths with too many re* 
fervations — ^Inftrununtal to corrupt the people— A£k contrary to their 
. oftthf— -Oppofe Archhifliop TiUotfoD — ^Divifions among them — Irrecon- 
cilable to diflenters — Raife a cry of the church in danger — ^Their ill hu- 
mour encrcafes^-They efpoufe Sacheverell — ^Many incline to popery. 

* Dr. Horfley fpeaks of the expediency of this a6^, and feems to reoom* 
mend the revival of it. Review of the Diflenters' Ca&, p. 50. 

church 
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church boafts of her candour and liberalitjr, die 
difcovcrs the very principles which produced all 
thefe events: fhe ftill obftinately retains, and 
ardently pleads for her perfecuting laws : Iher 
ought, therefore, to have thefe and other plaifZ . 
^aifs rung in her ears, till fhe renounces her 
antichriftian fpirit. 

But to return to our fketch. Happier time^ 
now approach. The fchifm bill was to have 
taken place on the firft of Auguft 1714, but on 
that day Queen Anne died. By the fettlement 
of the crown in the Brunfwick line, and the ac- 
ceflion of George the First, a deadly thruft 
was given to the high church party, under which 
they have long languiflied, and which (notwith- 
ilanding fome late fympttms of returning health) 
it is to be hoped they will never recover. The 
firft prince of the houfe of Hanover, well undcr- 
ilood the facred rights of confcience, and was a 
firm friend to our religious liberties*. He with hi^ 
minifters ftruggled to aflift the diffenters. They 
procured the repeal of the adts which had been 
paflcd againft them in the preceding reign. They 
wifhed alfo the repeal of the Teft and Corpora- 
tion afts ; but the candid^ the liberal^ the tolerant 
church of England, not only prevented fuch a 

• It ovght likcwifc to be recolIc6Vfd, that he was a friend to our civil 
liberties and wilhed to guard them from abufcs. The bill for Himting 
the peerage had his good wiihes.. 

mcafure^ 
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fneafure, but (hewed much difpledure at what 
had been already done. 

The Proteftant diflenters muft ever recoUeft 
the memory of George the Firft with tears of 
gratitude ; and it is not any temporary unkind- 
nefs from any of his defcendants, that can damp 
the loyalty which has always glowed ivith the 
pureft flame^ in their bofoms. 

We now come to Georgs the Second, 
who was known to be the friend of toleration* 
It muft be recorded to his honour, when fbme 
of the high church party commenced a profe- 
eution againft that ornament to the diflenters. 
Dr. Doddridge ; his majefty on hearing it, im- 
mediately quafhed the proceedings, declaring 
that no mad fhould ever fuffer perfecution for 
confcience fake, in his reign. Nothing however 
was done to relieve the diflenters, from thofe 
penals laws which ftill hung over them* There 
was an attempt lo procure the repeal of the 
Corporation and Teft adts, and our anceftors 
had their public meetings in difierent parts of 
the kingdom, and entered into resolutions which 
have lately been nearly copied. Their claims 
to the rights of citizens, were enforced by fome 
of the greateft men in the church as weH as out 
of it. The name of Hoadly wDl be handed 
down to the end of time, as the defender of rc- 

D d ligious 
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ligious liberty, and of the purity of chriiHan or-» 
dinances. But the body of the clergy were ftil! 
of the fame fentiments as their fathers. Their 
influence was too fuccefsfiil. The ftatefinen of 
that day were timorous ; they firft cajoled the 
diflTcntCFS, and afterwards deceived and deferted 
them. I 

The language of fomc of the dignitaries of 
the church 6n that occafion, (hews their enmity, 
flot only to the extenfion of the rights of difIen-> 
ters, but even to the poffedion of thofe rights 
they then enjoyed. One fpecimen will fuffice, 
" It will become us of the clergy (lays st 
" bifhop) in point of prudence^ not to give any 
•' juft fufpicions of difguflf to the toleration of 
** the difJcntersy while they keep within due 
" bounds I that is, while they do not break iff 
** upoiT the privileges and rights of the efta- 
•* blifhed church, by declaring againft all legal 
** eftabliftiments,- or the legal eftablifhment of 
" the church of England in particular, or by 
'* not being quiet with the prefent limits of tho 
** toleration, or by affefting pofts of authority^ 
^ and thereby breaking down the fences of the 
** church, and placing thcmfelves on a level with 
*' it ^/'' What candid and liberal fentiments ! 

* Charge of the Bifhop of Litchfield and Coventry to his elci^, 
quoted by Ncal, Vol. III. prtfice* ^ 

A few 
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A few yeirs after* the unfuccefsful attempt 
juft mentioned, the rebellion broke out. Amongft 
the tnoft zealous defenders of the crown on that 
occafion, were the non-conformiils. In fpite of 
penal laws which threatened them with ruin, 
they flew to arms. They were afterwards moji 
liberally rewarded^ by being included in the fame 
aSl of indemnity with the rebels they had fought 
againjl. Nothing farther was done for them. 
The ftate of parties, and the war which foon 
afterwards commenced, prevented them froni 
renewing their application. 

We are now arrived gt the reign of George 
THE Third (whom God long prcferve) in 
which, for the firft time fince the Hanoverian 
fucccflion, the clergy are become univerfally 
loyal. The hopes of a pretender of the Stuart 
race being entirely loft, the reverend body are 
happily the friends of the reigning family. With 
this long wiflied for change, it was hoped that 
their fentiments refpefting civU and religious 
liberty, were changed likewife. Recent events 
have however too plainly proved, that a perfe- 
cuting fpirit, that myjiery of iniquity j is ftill 
working ; and that it is on the civil, and not 
on the ecclefiaftical powers, that the friends of 
reformation muft place their hopes ; and* I will 
venture to fay, that thefe hopes will be vain, 

D d 2 unlcfs 



[ 404 ] 

unlefs they are accompanied by firm, united, 
and unwearied exertions. 

It is now about twenty years fincc the Pro- 
teftant diflenting minifters applied to parliament 
for relief in matters of fubfcription ; their ap- 
plication met with little oppofition in the Houfe 
of Conunons. The minifter of that day. Lord 
North, although he was by no means the friend 
of the Diflenters, and they were not in general 
friends to his adminiftration, did not exert his 
influence agjdnft them. They have not to bring 
againft his lordfhip the charge pf ingratitude. 
An i6t for their relief pafled the Commons, 
but when it came to the Lords, the bifliops 
exerted themfelves, and prevailed on the houfe 
to rcjedk it. The Diffenting minifters not be- 
ing difcouraged, made in the enfuing- feffions z 
lecond application. " Chriftian liberty f thou 
•* favourite offspring of heaven \ thou firfl-born 
** of Chriflianity ! I faw the wife and pious 
** fcrvants of God nourifh thee in their houfes, 
** and cherifh thee in their bofoms ! I faw them 
^* lead thee into public view ! All good men 
'* hailed thee ! The generous Britifh Commons 
^ carefled and praifcd thee, and led thee into 

** an upper houfe ; and there there didft 

" thou expire in the holy laps of fpiritual 

'* Lords V* We ought never to forget how 

3 nobly 
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nobly the late Lord Chatham exerted himfelf in 
the caufe of religious liberty on the above occa* 
iion ; what he iaid has To often appeared, that 
J hope it is needlefs to repeat it. 

The Diffenting minifters being thus dented, 
refolved for the prefent not to renew their 
claims ; but they were fhortly informed by thofe 
whofe intelligence could be depended upon, 
ithat a third application would be fuccefsfuL 
They took the hint, and an ad in their fevour 
paflcd the legiflature without oppofition ; even 
the biihops were fxlent. There was a little 
myftery in the conduit of their lordihips. AU 
their zeal for the doftrines of the church, which 
they had twice pretended would be endangered 
by the relief requefted, at once evaporated. It 
fince appears they acfted throughout the whole 
of the bufinefs, only as they were ordered by 
certain great men. They were all the time the 
friends of the DiJfenterSj but were put on by 
others to aSl as they had done^. Their con- 
duift on this occafion may ferve as a farther 
comment on Mr. Burke's fentiment, that ec- 
deiiaftics, though deficient in the fevere vir- 
.tues, may be ufeful men in the ftate 5 or ia 
other words, may be the tools of thofe in power^ 

* Such was the language of -one of the archbilhops. See Dr« Prieil- 
ky's Letters to Mr. Burke. 

D d 3 to 
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to perform work which the ktter are afhamed 
g£ The Diflenting minifters were undoubtedly 
obliged to the legiflature 3 to King, Lords, and 
Commons, for the relief afforded ; but furely the 
church has more modefty than to boaft of ber 
candour and liberality. 

But events now prefs upon us, at the hear- 
ing of which the ears of every friend to religious 
liberty will tingle to the lateft pofterity. It wiU 
at once be recolle<5led, I allude to the late un- 
fuccefsful attempts to procure the repeal of the 
Corporation and Teft Afts, and of various penal 
laws, which hang over the heads of thoufands 
of churchmen and Diflenters in this kingdom, 
I fhall pafs lightly over thefe events, for they 
are too difagreeable to dwell upon. 

With refpcdt to the Corporation and Teft 
Aifts, it is well knqwn that they have long been 
a hardfliip on the Diflenters, as difqualifying 
them even for the meaneft offices of truft or 
profit j that they form a moft invidious dif- 
tin<ftion between citizens who are equally 
•friends to our confHtution ; and that were thofc 
-kws to be executed, they would ruin numbers, 
and drive many of his majefly's beft fuhjed« 
out of the kingdom *, 

It 

'* " An exdufion from civil offices is pcrfccution ; it is not indcol 
■* the pcrfccution of the In(jui(itioD> or SmithficUi j it differs from them 

** ill 
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It ought at the fame time never to be for- 
gotten, that all the diflenters, in their late ap- 
jylications, have alked for is. Eligibility to 
office. All they requeft is, that his Majefty's 
prerogative, and the rights of their fellow citi- 
zens may not be encroached upon by the 
church, and that (he may no longer infolently 
fay to either, you (hall not choofe the men 
whom you think proper to ferve you, unlefe 
they think in religion as we do. 

The matter was indeed taken up on rell- 

«* in degree, but it refembles them in kind, — Punilhmcnt for religious 
*• opinions is perfccution; and evil of any kind inflidted by the auiliority 
5* of the civil magiftratc, is puniflunent. This evil may refped a man's 
" pcrfon, or liberty, or property, or charafter. Civil incapacity 
** brought upon men by law, is an <vil affe^ing their property and 
** their character; their charaftcr, a^ it cxpofes them to the imputatioa 
** of being bad citizens ; their property, as it takes from them the pof* 
f* iibility of acquiring advantages attendant on civil offices* Thefe ad- 
** vantages, whether they confift of wealth, power, influence, or honour, 
f* are worth fomething *, their value may be varioufly appreciated ; yet 
*• being worth fomething, the poflibility of acquiring them is worth 
" fomething, and the taking away from any man that poJTibility on ac- 
f« count of his religion, is persecution.'- Dr. Watfon, bilhop of 
Landaff's charge, p. ii. 12. 

When I read the excellent fentiments, which abound in the writings 
of this prelate, and reflect on his fuuation, J cannot help exclaiming— 
What a diamond amongst pebbles ! 

The Test law ought never %o be mentioned without at the fame time 
mentioning the penalties annexed to it. The offending party is no^ only 
deprived of his oflice, but incapacitated to fuc in any court of law or 
equity ', to be guardian of any child ; to receive any legacy ; to bear artf 
office ; and is fubjc^ to the Bne of five hundred pounds to any perfon 
who ihall fue for the fame. In the prefent age of contradictions, there 
aije men who plead for this and other perfecuting laws, and yet call 
ibemfelvcs the friends of religious liberty. Ri/um ten^aiis amki / 
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gious ground, and an appeal was made to the 
coniciences of the clergy* It was thought that 
, an a<ft, which is one of the moft pro£uie exit- 
ing in any Chriilian country; an a£); which 
even a convocation had declared a burthen to 
their confcienccs ; that the repeal of fuch an 
aft would be defirable. But in this refpcd the 
diffenters have fliewn their want of knowledge. 
" Of all the reafons (fays Bifhop Horfley) that 
*^ are alledged for the repeal of thefe offenfive 
** laws ; the pretence of the perplexities, in 
^' which the parochial clergy find their con- 
'* fciences entangled by them, is the moft con- 
*^ temptible and ridiculous/' Here it muft be 
confefled, that the diffenters did imagine that 
the confciences of the clergy might be uneafy, 
as they are compelled to give the facrament to 
infidels and profligates ; to thofe whom they 
fay are eating and drinking damnation to them^ 
felves. But ^* nothing can be more contempti- 
^* ble or ridiculous'* than to urge fuch fcruples. 
Why ? Becaufe ^' the laws abfolve the prieft's, 
^^ confcicnce." Right, my lord, the laws ab* 
iblve your confciences (as we have ieen in the 
laft chapter) fi-om many other kinds of ipiritual 
wickedneft j and as long as thefe laws are yoor 
gpojogy, the diifcntcrs will deferve your con- 

teippt 
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tempt and ridicule, if ever they addrefs men of 
your £bunp, as men of tender confciences *• 

The application for the defired repeal was 
deferred till the period arrived, when it was 
thought no reafonable objedion could be made 
to it. The nation was at peace. The admi- 
niftration, which had received the waj-meft fup- 
port from the petitioners, was popular. Mr. 
Pitt hinofelf acknowledged, that if there was a 
period when the diflenters had {hewn in a pecu- 
liar manner, their love to the conftkution, it was 



^ I cannot help remarking, that I was firHIcd to confidcr the impiety 
of the adlb abovcmcntioiicd, by a divine of the church of England j who, 
in a fermon preached during the late .war, places them in the UA of na- . 
tional fins, which were drawing down national judgments. " As the 
»* cafe ftanils.at prefent (fays the author) we frequently fee profcflcd in- 
** fidels and notorious libenines approach the lord's table as a matter of 
<' courfe, and prolUtuting the mofl fulemn ordinance of Chnftianicy>iD 
** their ambition and interell. The great number and variety of ap« 
** pointments, civil and military, which cannot be legally poflclFcd with- 
** out this qualification, render the enormity almoft as common as it is 
<< heinous. If the Lord be a God of knowledge, he cannot be deceived. 
*' If he be a God of truth and holinefs, he will not be mocked. I am 
'' afraid we have been long guilty of a contemptuous profanation of the 
'* hody and blogd of Chrift." See, The guilt akd danger of such 
A NATION AS THIS : A fermon by John Newton, Redor of St. Mary 
Woolnotb. The worthy author did me the honour of (hewing me this 
fermon in manufcript ; it not a little impreifed me.; and I was glad to find 
it was his intention to print it. Soon after it was publifhed, that emi* 
nent prelate Dr. Lowth, fent the author a letter exprefling his hearty ap- 
probation of the fentimena it conuined. Will Mr. Newton forgive me 
for aiking him with the warmth of a friend ; Is not the profanation of 
the facrament as great a crime noWf as it was ten years fince > Why 
then, my dear Sir, have yoii not not come forward durbg the late conteft f 
If you had, we might then have faid ; iTjer^ is one clergyman out 
OF TEN thousand wbo appear i to be animaied'wUb a becoming zeal far 
j^i God and Saviour / ^ 



during 



C 410 ] 

during the prefent adminiflration. The highcA 
authority, the King, had repeatedly declared 
his firm reliance on the loyalty of his Proteftant 
diflenting fubjeifls *• At fuch a period, it was 
hoped that even the church had forgot her in- 
tolerance, and would not have fhewn any violent 
oppofition. In order, however, to avoid giving 
offence, as much as poffible, the firft application 
was made in fo quiet a manner, that I believe 
it was unexpedled by the major part of thedif- 
fenters. Lord North mentioned the indifierence 
of the general body, as a reafon why the Houfe 
ihould rejedl the requeft made by a few-f-. The 
motion was loft by a confiderable majority. 



• Sec his Majefty's aufwers, to the addreflcs of the diflcntcn. After 
iuch authority (to fay nothing concerning their general condu^) muft 
it not be the height of infoience, for any one to charge a loyal body of 
men with being republicans, enemies to the conftitution, &c. > 

Before Dr. Horfley agam infinuates that the non-conformifis are 
enemies to the conftitution, he is humbly requefted to recoiled^, whe- 
ther they have aftcd fo unconftitutionally as his Lordihip, when he in- 
fringed upon the privileges of the Houfe of Commons, by his ele^on- 
eering letters. If he will juft look over the journals of Parliament, 
he may there find how two bifliops were fcrvcd in Queen Anne's reign, 
for a6ting in a (unilar manner. It appears that the Commons ihgit en- 
tertained a proper jealoufy for their privileges. 

t We have, however, been gravely told, that the manner in which the 
diiTentcrs applied, was the principal caufe of their want of fuccefs. 
Have people who talk thus ignorantly, never read even a common newf- 
paper on the fubjeft ? Have they paid no attention to the quiet appli- 
cation of the church of Scotland ? (who has at laft began to open her 
drowfy eyes) And are they ftill to be informed, that churchmen, 
in all their publications mention the obnoxious afts as ahjhlutfly nccefary 
lor the prefervation of church and ftate ? 

The 
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The diflenters, however, though defeated, were 
not difpirited. Letters were fent by the Lon-f 
don committee to the paftors of the different 
congregations in the country, that the fentiments 
of the body at large might be colledled ; th^ 
confequence was, a univerfal approbation of the 
conduft of the committee, with a requeft that 
the claim of the difTenters might be again laid 
before parliament. A fecond application was 
accordingly made, but the motion for the re- 
peal met with the fame fate as before. As, 
however, the majority againft the claimants was 
)but trifling ; as their friends were encreafed ; 
as the people out of doors had fhewn no oppo- 
sition ; they ftill hoped for fucceis. Previous 
to their third application, they exerted them- 
felves by aflbcjating in various parts of the king- 
dom ; and entered into refolutions expreflive of 
their determination to renew their appeal. Thefe 
aflbciations and refolutions were fimilar to thofe 
of their anceftors in the late reign. Their be- 
haviour was peaceable, their condudt was con- 
ftitutional, and thieir unanimity unexampled *. 

And 



f There h^ye indeed been two publications, the authors of which 
WQuIdy as exceptions to the unanimity I have mentioned, hardly de- 
fcrvc notice, were they not rerpcftablc and popular in their different 
denominations. The firft was *« A fpeech intended to be fpoken at the 
*« meeting of the London minifttrs.^ By John Martin. The dc- 
iign of which appean to have been to invalidate the claims of dilTcntcr^ 

to 




[ 4ia J 

And now let us turn to the church of Eng- 
land, and obfervc with what candour and liberal-^ 

ity 

to civil rights. This pamphlet procured the author many ^attetii^ to- 
kens of rcfpeft from biihops and courtiers. The bilhop of London, «nd 
the bilhop of St. Davids, icnt him very polite letters, with a copy of 
their works. Mr. Pitt, and Sir Richard Hill, font their compliments of 
approbation. The pamphlet was like\vifc circulated at court. It was my 
intention to have made a few remarks on its extraordinacy contents ; but 
finding (notwithft and ing the reception it firft met with) itis fmce buried 
in oblivion, I iball not rake into iu aihes, but a£k on the very chaiitable 
maxim, De nwrLuis, nil nifi ionum, \ fhall therefore only exprefs my 
hope, that the truly refpeftablc author would never again degrade him- 
ielf, by appearing in the caufe of cither civil or ecclcfiaftical tyranny. 
The other exception is Mr. Clayton. Sec his Sermon on The 
puTY OF Christians to Civil Magistrates. I am forry to 
©\)ferve that in fpite of the dBForts of his friends, male and female, (foe 
both fexcs have honoured him on this occafion) to convince him of his 
errors, he has iufifcred a fecond edition of his ferroon to be printed, 
without correftion or alteration, defence or apoltgy. Wifhing to be 
of fervice to this gentleman \ and recoile£^ing that example is ohen 
more powerful than precept ; T beg leave to recommend to him the 
examples of two great men which, it will be to his honour to imitate. 
The firft is that of Dr. Tiltotfon. When he was Dean of Canterbury 
he preached a fcrmon before Charles the fecond, in which was this 
abominable fentiment ; '< That no pretence of conference warrants any 
'< man that is not extraordinarily commiilioned as the apoftles were, 
<* and cannot juftify that commiflion by miracles as they did, to affront 
'< tRe cilabliihcd religion of a nation, although it be fklfe, and openlf 
*< draw men oflT from the profefllon of it, in contempt of the magiftrate 
<< and the laws,*' &c. The Dean printed the fermon, and fent a copy 
of it to the famous non-conformift mintfter, Mr. John Howe. The 
latter was much grieved on reading it, and took an opportunity of ez« 
poftulating with his friend on the dangerous tendency of what he -had 
advanced. The Dean, open to convi£Hon, foon acknowledged his mif- 
takc J he fell a weeping freely, and confejfed this was the moft unba^ 
thing that tad of a long time befallen him, I sfiE^added he) what I 

HAVE OFFERED IS NOT TO BE MAlNTAINEl/. 

The fecond example I beg leave to mention, is that of the great and 
good Mr. Baxter. In the courfc of a controvcrfy which he had with 
Mr. Tombes, an eminent antipaedobaptift minifter, (in which the watery 
fontrovertifts fired each others tempers) he let fall ibme petibnal le- 
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ky flic dfted on the occafion. The firft thing 
flie did was to raife an alarm through the nation. 
The horrid yell; the church is in dan- 
ger, was founded fi-om one end of the king- 
dom to the other. Pamphlets and fermons filled 
with invedive, malice, and falihood, were pub- 
lilhed by men of different ranks in the church, 
in fbme of thefe it was declared that the dif- 
fenters already enjoyed too large a toleration ; 
that they ought to be deprived of the privilege 
of voting for members of parliament ; and thtf 
neceffity of a revival of former penal laws wa* 
fuggefted. In others it was lamented that the 
diflenters were not excluded from the Houfe of 
Commons. In others they were charged with 
being unqueftionably republicans, and with want- 
ing to overturn our conititution *. In (hort, 
' every 



fIcdtioDS, which he Aonght proper afterwards to rctraft ; and publicly 
ajked God, dnd bim (Mr. Tombes) pcardoyi for fame unbandfome ibings 
tvbicb, in tbe Tvarmtb cf debate, be bcui faid againft bim. Thefe are ex- 
amples which Mr. Clayton need not be aftiamcd to follow. Let him 
therefore acknowledge bis tnifireprefintations of tbe feniimcnts and condjiff 
§f tbe diffenterv, and publicly ask pardon op God; and of Dr. 
Priestley (whofe writings charity induces us to fuppofc he has never 
read) for the injurious and cruel language he has thrown 

OUT FROM THE PULPIT AND THE PRESS AGAINST HIM ; at the time 

he was fuffcring a fcverc perfccution from hb malicious and inveterate 
enemies. 

• Whoever has read ^he fermons and pamphlets of Dr. Croft, Mr. 
Madan, and Mr. Decoetlogon, (not to mention many others), will rc- 
coUc£t plenty of language, which if we had net fecn with our owh eyes, 
ve ihoulc^ fatrdJ have beUevtd oould have come from divines of the 

[prefent 
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€^€iy method was taken to miffepfefertt, to 
provoke, and to inffamc. The diflenters made 
a third application ; the event is too well known. 
To the evedaftirfg difgrace of the church of 
England, fhe has now folly proved, that even 
the enkfged and liberal principles which are ex- 
tending almoft univerfally, have not been able 
to fubdue heir perfecutirig difpofition. 

The laft debate was rendered famous by the 
principal leaders who conducted it. On the 
fide of the churchrwe behold Mr. Pitt, the 
fon of the late Lord Chatham. This man (a 
degenerate plant from a noble vine) — defpifing 
the fentiments of his father — (hutting his eyes 
to the light fpreading over the reft of the world— 
with a heart fteeled to the emotions of gratitude 
—not only ufed all his influence againft the juA 
claims of religious liberty, but all his eloquence 
in defence of perfecuting principles, and in mif- 
reprefenting a body of men, whofe principal 
fault was, that they had too eagerly fupported 
a minifter, who had deceived tJbent as well as 
others. 



prcfcnt day. Mr. Decoetlogon, who has been fo furious againft the 
dilTentcrs, is one of tho(c evMigelical clergymen, who informs us, that 
the facrament is not only to be ufed as Christ inilituted it, but in a 
fecondary fenfe^ as a ^talijicationfor civil qglces ; and that ibis qualijkaiion 
9ugbi to be extemkd to the members of the Houfe of Commons^ I would 
ivconunend to this gentleman Mr. Ne\Yton*s fcrmon before quoted* 

On 
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On the other fide, and as a contraft to th6 
cbjedk juft prefented, we behold Mr. Fox ; a 
man who fo far from being under any obligations 
to the difTenters, had hitherto found them hii 
opponents. Yet, forgetting the treatment he 
had received^ regardlefs of the unpopularity of 
the caufe, the frown of the court, and the fufy 
of the clergy > he cheerfully and zealoufly un* 
dertook the defence of the facred rights of con-^ 
fcience, and called forth all his powers on theif 
behalf; exprefling at the fame time his readi->* 
nefs to engage in the fame glorious caufe on 
any future occafion. This illuflrious flatefman 
difplayed not only fiffl rate abilities, but what 
is flill more to be admired, a noble heart, fupe-^ 
rior to thofe narrow paltry paffions, which ufu* 
ally adtuate thofe whom the world calls great 
men. But the church was triumphant^ and 
reafon, juflice, humanity, and chriflianity, were 
defeated ! 

Do we want a ferther fpecimen of the candour 
and liberality of the church ? let us look at her 
condudl, not only to the difTenters, but even to 
her own members. It is within thefe three 
years, that lord Stanhope moved for a repeal of 
various penal laws, twenty-six in number, 
which furely mufl be pronounced a difgrace to 
a country calling itfelf free. Some of thefe laws 
2 fine 
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fine a man for not gomg to church ; others pa- 
nifh him for fpeaking any thing derogatory to 
the common prayer, or to what is therein con-' 
tained ; for the firft offence, imprifonment for 
a twelvemonth ; and for the fecond, impriibn-* 
ment for life. Others inflift penalties uport 
any mAn who writes againft the do<3Tine of the 
trinity. Thofe laws which relate to our cede- 
ikftical cdurts are fo horrible, that were they 
to be executed in all their rigour, they would 
render thofe courts fuch Inqjtisitions, that it 
would be difficult for a free people, however 
peaceably or loyally difpofed, to fubmit to them. 
How did the heads of the church behave on 
the above occafion ? One of them in his zeal 
reminded the houie, of a hw which the ancient 
Locrians adopted, that the man who propc^d 
any alteration of what was eflabliihed, ihould do 
it with a rope about his neck, in order tl^t if 
the alteration was rejedted, he might be imme* 
diately hanged. Others ipoke more moderately. 
The archbifliop of Canterbury profeflcd him- 
felf a friend to liberty of confcience j and even 
the bifhop of St. Davids made an elegant fpeech 
in favour of toleration. But we have reaibn to 
tremWct when we hear fuch men aflumc lan- 
guage which they cannot enter into the fpirit 
of. Their finiles (fimilar to what naturalifb 

have 



t 4t7 ] 

have feigned concerning the fmileis of the ftier* 
maid) commonly forbode an approaching ftorm* 
The biihops would not fufFer Lord Stanhope's 
bill even to go to a committee, and his lordfhip 
finding the cafe hopelefs, would not rifk a di* 
viiion. 

Another inftance of candour and liberality from 
the high church party, we have witnefled in 
their recent treatment of the Unitarians*. 
The petition of this refpe<5table body of men to 
the legiflature, yrzsfolely for relief from thofe 
penal ftatutes, which hang over their heads for 
fpeaking or writing againft the doftrine of the 
Tr I n I t y . The arguments, or rather fhadows 
of arguments, made ufe of againft the repeal of 
the Teft and Corporation a6ts, could not be 
urged on this occafion. Liberty of confcicnce, 
in a matter purely religious, was the whole of 
the requeft. Mr. Fox again ftood forth the 
champion of religious liberty, and with his ufual 
excellence, fupported her claims. But perfe- 
cuting principles, fupported by thofe tools of 
fanaticifm, Meflrs. Pitt and Burke, again tri- 
umphed, and the petition of the Unitarians was 
rejected by a confiderable majority ! 

Some people I know will be ready to afk, 
what reafon is there to be anxious for the repeal 

Ec of 
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of laws which are not executed * ? I beg leave 
to anfwer this queftion by alking another : why 
are they not executed ? If laws are good they 
ought to be executed, if bad they ought to be re- 
pealed. Are Britons to be indebted for their 
civil and religious liberties, to connivance, and 
not to law? but no man ought to perfuade us, 
that thofe who plead for perfecuting ftatutes, do 
not defign, on fome occafion or other, to make 
ufc of them. If a perfon ftands over me with a 
drawn fword, let his profeffions of friendlhip be 
what they may, I ought not to confider him as 
my friend, till he not only removes the hoftile 
weapon, but returns it to its fcabbard, and af- 
fures me that it fhall never be drawn againft me. 
One more inftance of church candour and //- 
berality fhall clofe this account. Let us take a 
momentary look at Birmingham, ^here is a 
fcene in which Engliflimen at the clofe of the 
eighteenth century have been the aftors, which 
would have difgraced barbarians in any century. 
Shall it be faid, thefe odious proceedings were 

* Although the nation has too much good fenfe to fuffcr the penal 
ftatutes to htfre^ntly executed, yet there are inftances of perfecution 
which ought to alarm every friend to the rights of confcience. There 
are fome pcrfons now in jail at Nottingham for their religious principles, 
who arc likely to remain there for life. The methodifts have like- 
wife been threatened. Sec the particulars in the life of Mr. Wcflcy 
(lately publifhed by Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore, p. 497—502.) withaa 
afie6ting letter from that gentleman to one of our perfecuting biihops. 

J thofc 
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thofe of a mob, we muft reply that this mob 
was compofed of churchqicn. The clergy and 
the nobility addrefled the rioters as friends and 
fellow churchmen engaged in the fame caufe. Some 
of the members of the church, have fince rejoiced 
in the good fenfe then difplayed by the people. The 
appeal of the much injured Dr, Prieftley is now 
before the public, an appeal which it is hoped 
will circulate through the world. We have there 
on the one hand, a difplay of high church prin- 
ciples drawn out into adion ; and on the other, 
of that fortitude which philofophy and chriftian- 
ity infpire, and which enables the perfecuted 
pofleflbr refolutely *' to fteer right onward, 
** without bating a jot of heart or hope*." 

Such 



^ CapUin Newte (brother to a clergyman) in a toUr lately publifliedy 
gives the following account of the people at Birmingham. " Dr. Pried- 
*< ley's latitudinarian principles are adopted by thofe who coniider them- 
** felves as philofophers j but the great mafs of the people give them- 
•« (elves very little concern about religious matters, feldom if ever going 
*< to church ; and fpending the fundays in their ordinary working ap- 
<* parely in low debauchery. It is well known there are many coinerss 
^ of falfe money in Birmingham ; it may be added^ there is a great 
*' deal of trick and low cunning among the manufa^rers in general, 
'< (thou^ there are no doubt (ome exceptions) as well as profligacy of 
<< manners. What religion is in the town, is to be found among the 
« diffcmen.** 

Th« Birmingham mobs (hew the propriety of Mr. Pox's remarks 
concerning different mobs which have of late troubled the rtpofc of the 
peaceable part of the nation. '* The mob in 1780, ihamefuliy infifted 
^ upon the repeal of a falutary law ; and the mob of the bigb cburdf 
« now iniifted againft the repeal of a prejudicial law. If there were any 
^< members in that hoiife (of Commons) who beheld unprincipled mobs 
" with horror, fo did i6r ; bis indignation was equal to theirs \ and to bim 

£e a "the 
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Such has been the condiuft of the church of 
England, and fuch are a few of the numerous 
proofs of that candour and liberality ^ of which 
fhe has the modejly to boaft, and for which ihc 
expedts the gratitude of the diflenters. Docs (he, 
however, ferioufly wifh to concilitate them, to 
have their good will, and to draw forth their 
gratitude ; it can only be by adting diametrically 
oppofite to her paft conduft. It is not by her 
profefling to be tolerant, or by dunning us with 
reiterated accounts of her fancied excellencies 
and virtues, that will be of any fervice to her. 
Let her dignitaries take the advice of a noble 
member of the churchy and have lefs of toler- 
ation in their language, and more of it in their 
condudt*. Let the church fliew a proper dif- 
pofition to reform her own community, and 
ceafe perfecuting other communities, and then 
we may give her credit for her profeffions ; and 
endeavour to forgive, and forget, thofe ages- of 
injuries which our anceftors, and ourfelves have 
foftained. Till {he is thus difpofed, though fhe 
may call herfelf eternally, ** the purcft and bcft 
" reformed, mildeft, and moft tolerant church 



*' the cry of a mob was cmjlantly the fame ; and whether it iflucd from 
" a mob of gentlemen^ or a mob ofbijhopiy or a mob from Nru'gate^ it proved 
" equally odious to bim ; for it was always the cry of either fanaticifro, 
" or prejudice, or ignorance I" Speech on the Tcft A6t, p. 85. 
• Hinrs» ^c. to the Clergy, Preface. 
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** In the world," nobody will mind what fhe 
ikys. ** We of the clergy/* £iys Burnet, " are 
'* too much parties to be believed in our o^n 
^ cau/e. There was a generation of men that 
** cried I'be temple of the Lord^ as loud as we can 
** cry The church of England^ when yet by their 
*^ jfins they were pulling it down, and kindling 
** that fife, which confumed it. It will have a 
" better grace to fee others boaft of our church, 
** from what they obferve in it, than for us to 
** be crying it up with our words when our 
^^ deeds deny it/' 

In the mean while, what ought to be the con- 
duct of the Proteftant diffenters ? Dr, Horfley 
heartily prays that our eyes may be open to the 
difcernment of this truth ; " That toleration 
^* (fuch as we now have) on the partofgovern- 
** ment, and a cheerful fubmiffioh on the part 
** of the tolerated to fame necejfary rejlraints^ are 
«* the only terms on which churchmen and dif- 
^^fenters can ever walk together as friends*.** 
Agreeable to this fentiment, a miftaken brother 
reproves us, for that impatience we difcover under 
tbofe rejiraints, necejfary to be impofedon thofe who 
dijfentfrom the ejlablijhed religion of their coun-^ 
try ^. What ought our language to be in rc- 

• Review of the Diffenters' Cafe. Preface. 
f Clayton's Sermon. 

E e 3 turn 
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turn to fuch men ? So Jar from being patient 
under what you call necejfary refiraints (penal 
Laws)— ^^ are determined to perfijl in demand- 
ing their removal. Though we never wiih to 
injure either your perfons or properties -, though 
we pray for your fuccefs when engaged in preach- 
ing the gofpely or in defending any of its doc- 
trines ; yet, fo far from walking together with 
you as friends 9 while you are the advocates of per ^ 
fecution^^^^ proclaim open war against 
you ! The difjcntcrs fhould treat a haughty 
intokrant fpirit, as Hamilcar taught his ion 
Hannibal to treat the old Roman fpirit of uni- 
ver£d dominion ; Swear eternal enmity 
TO it .' Whenever the demon of intolerance 
makes its appearance, let us give it no quarter. 
Let it ftalk forth from the univerfity of Oxford, 
or the Countefs of Huntingdon's methodi/lical 
college at Trevecka : let it, like Satan of old, 
affume the form of gn angel of light, and ^ pre- 
^* fent itfelf before the Lord, amongft the fons 
♦* of God," affemWed for religious worfhip either 
in the cathedral or the meeting^houfe : let its 
defender be a biihop or a diflenting minifter i we 
ought never to reft iatisfied* tiU we have van- 
quifhed and deftroyed it, 

The diflenters have a fiirther duty incumbent 
upon Uiem. They ought not only to ipeak, 

and 
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and to write, but to perfevere in adlion. Aut 
nunquam tentes^ aut perfice. Remember, you 
are the defcendants of thofe who by refifting 
unto blood, preferved that excellent conftitu- 
tion, to which the nation owes fo much free- 
dom and happinefs*. Although you are not 
called to fuch painful duty, you are, perhaps, 
called to what is more arduous. You have to 
refift the influence of riches and luxury. Tem- 
poral profperity has more injured the Chriftian 
church, than all the flames of perfecution, 
'* That acceflion of fortune [which many of 
** you enjoy] is a furnace, in which the nature 
** of your profeflion is. tried. — The erafement of 
*' the lines of feparation which diftinguifh the 
*' church from the world -amongft wealthy 
** Proteftant diflenters, accounts for the de- 
** generacy of their rifing femilies-f*." If you 
defert your principles ; if for the fake of a place 
in a corporation, or any place, you can profene 
the facrament of the Lord's fuppcr ; if inftead 
of aflifting, you endeavour to damp the exertions 
of your brethren in the caufe of civil and reli- 

• Mr. Hume acknowledges, that had it not been for the refiftancc cf 
tjie Puritan*, the Englt/b would have loft the whole freedom of their con- 
Jit tut ion, 

. t See Mr. Clayton's fermon on " The Snares of Profperity." 
p. 6. 17. Many of the fentiments of this difcourfe fhew that the 
preacher can be very inftru6tive, when he confines himfeif to fubje^s 
which he has properly confidered* 
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gious liberty ; if you do not feel and difcover a 
noble enthufiafm at the fpread of thofe ineftima- 
ble bleffings in other parts of the globe ; you 
are in the ready way to be defpifed both by true 
churchmen and genuine diffenters : you will be 
regarded as a mongrel breed, a heterogeneous 
body, for which we have not yet a name. It is the 
bounden duty of the different denominations of 
Proteftant diffenters, to unite, to claim, and to 
perfift in claiming thofe rights of which they, 
the conftant, firm fupporters of the conftitution, 
have been too long robbed. They fhould never 
ceafe to affociate, to petition, to rcmonflratc ; 
and to affert thqir claim of being placed on an 
equality with their fellow-citizens, to every 
branch of the legiliature. 

But it is not to Prdteflant diffenters only that 
I beg' leave to addrefs myfelf. I wifh to call 
upon all parties; moderate Churchmen, Me- 
thodifls, Quakers, Catholics, Jews, to unite 
hand and heart with their brethren in procuring 
an extended toleration. Liberty of confcience 
in religion, without reflraint, is our birthright : 
It was given us by God, and it is high trea- 
son AGAINST THE MaJESTY OF HEAVEN tO 

fuffer ourfelves to be deprived of it. The world 
is now in motion, and feems refolved to recover 
it, America, France, Poland, Ireland, reproach 

us 
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us for our fluggiflinefs, and call upon us to fol- 
low their example. Let us afl: with union, pru- 
dence, fpirit, and fortitude. Confcious that wc 
are in the path of duty, let no oppofition what- 
ever difcourage us. Let us not be wanting td 
ourfelves, and we may be certain, that our la- 
jbour fhall not be in vain. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTH. 

General Obfervations on the Proceedings oj the 
National Ajfembly — Remarks on Mr. Burkes 
Writings — Addrefs to my Countrymen on the 
prefent State of our National Affairs — Con- 
clujion. 

HAVING thus confidered the foundation 
principles of government in France — 
The plan of reprefentation — The various re- 
forms in the church — And the ftate of toleration 
—And having endeavoured to prove how ma- 
terially we, in this country, are interefted in each 
of thefe important articles — I fhall conclude this 
work with fome general obfervations. 

There are, indeed, a variety of other articles 
in the French government, which it would af- 
ford pleafure to a benevolent mind to enlarge 
and dwell upon. The annihilation of the feu- 
dal fyftem — The reform, or rather the new 
formation of the law department, by which juf- 
tice is gratuitoufly adminiftered, and law-fuits 
are confiderably diminifhed * — The abolition of 

the 

* Our BritiHi merchants, who knew what law was under the oU 
government, have reafon to be thankful for the new fyftem. The 

COD- 
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the game laws^ which like fimilar laws In this 
country, were only calculated for the meridian 
of defpotifin — But thefe, with various other ar- 
ticles, I muft leave to be difcufled by others, 
hoping they will engage the ferious attention of 
my countrymen. 

I cannot however help remarking with plea- 
fure, that the French have not only fet us an 
example, but that they are following the exam- 
ple ive had {o long fet them, in what is moil: 
laudable. They are copying fome of our beft 
civil inftitutions. I wfll only mention one, 
which yrt formerly thought ineftimable: Trial 
BY JURY. I muft exprefs my warmeft wiihes, 
that no pretence of improving the revenue, no 
confideration whatever, may induce the French 
legiflators to attempt, or the French people to 
fuffer, thofe encroachments which have been 
made on this inftitution in our own country, at 
various periods, and efpecially during the prc- 
fent adminiftration. 

There is one remaining article, which I could 
wiih to proclaim not only to this empire, but 
if it were poflible to all the empires of the world: 
I mean that which relates to the connexion of 
the French with other nations. " The French 

conciliatory tribunals, or courts of arbitration have been attended with 
the moft dcfirable effects. Thofe for Paris lately reported, that out of 
eight thoufand and fix caufes, fubmitted to their jurifdidlion, they had 
accommodated four thoufand two hundred and fifcy^nine, 

" nation 
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** nation renounces the undertaking of any war 
** with a view to make conquefts, and will never 
*' employ its forces againft the liberty of any 
" people */' 

The memorial of the prefent Aflembly, lately 
fent to foreign courts, may be confidered as a 
comment on this article. Let thofe who 
have leifure and opportunity, turn over the nu- 
merous volumes of ftate papers, which have 
been publifhed to the world ; and if they can 
find ONE in which the principles of liberty, 
philofophy, and Chriftianity are fo happily uni- 
ted, let them for the honour of ftatefmen pro- 
duce it. The French memorial fhould be writ- 
ten in capitals of gold — Or rather it fliould be 
engraven in indelible charadlers on the heart of 
every rational creature. 

When I refledl on the nature and effcds of 
war -f — When I confider the fpirit of conqueft 
which animated the old French government — 
When I ferther refledl on the wars which have 
almoft continually engaged this country; that 
during the prefent' reign, we have Ipent one hun- 
dred and forty millions of principal, exclufive 
of many millions of intereft; that we have 
facrificed hundreds of thoufands of lives, and 

• Conftitution, p. 80. 

•f " War is a game, which were their fubjefts wife, 
♦< Kings fliould not play at," Cowfer. 

ihed 
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ihed oceans of blood ; for which we have gain- 
ed — NOTHING — Mufl not my heart be infcnfi- 
ble did it not beat high with gratitude to thofe 
legiflators, the firft in the whole world who 
have had the refolution, the virtue, the great- 
nefs, and the goodnefs, to declare that they will 
never draw the fword, but when duty con: pels 
them in defence of their own invaluable privi- 
leges. Light now begins to dawn on thofe an- 
cient predidtions, which point to that happy 
period, when men fhall be otherwife employed 
than in promoting each others deftrudtion ; when 
fwords fhall be beat into plough-fhares, and 
fpears into pruning-hooks ; when nation fhall not 
lift up fword againfl nation, neither fhall the 
people learn war any more. 

Such have been the principles, and fuch 
the proceedings of the legiflators of France* 
That thefe Saviours of their country fhould have 
been violently oppofed by thofe who were the 
known and declared enemies of the rights of 
men — That defpots fhould fland aghafl ; or that 
they fhould unite in endeavouring to preferve 
their unlawful dominion, cannot excite furprife* 
But that a nation, whofe conflitution is founded 
on the principles of freedom ; whofe Sovereign 
reigns in virtue of the law, " the expreffion of 
*• the general wilV — That in this country there 

fhould 
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ihould be found men who behold their fbr^ 
mer enemies, but their prefent friends, widi 
envy or indignation — That a member of the 
Britifh fenate (hould employ all his talents in 
vilifying the regenerators of the human race — 
^his furely can never be too often lamented*. 

Mr. Burke has not, howrever, contented him- 
felf widi expreffing his own opinions on the af- 

• It is not only the liberties of France, but thofc of other countries to 
which Mr. Burke appears a determined enemy. In a late account of 
the revolution in Liege, publiflied by the Pruilian miniftcr, we arc in- 
formed ; That the people, till the laft century, were under a free govern- 
ment, and had the privilege of choofing their own reprefcntatives, but 
that they were at lengh deprived of it. That the clergy were in poflcf- 
Aon of TWO THIRDS of the landed propeny ; and that the country was 
in a fad ftate of Havcry. To this we may add the late Mr. Howard's 
\ account of fome of the ftate prifons. << In defcending deep below ground 
" (fays the philanthropift) I heard the moans of the miferable vTretchts 
«* in the dark dungeons. The fides and roof were all ftonc. In wet 
«* feafons, water from fofles gets into them, and greatly damages the 
•* floon. The dungeons in the new prifons are abodes of mifcry ftill 
" more (hocking, and confinement in them fo overpowers human na- 
<« ture, as fometimes irrecoverably to take away the fenfcs. I heard 
" the cries of the diftraftcd as I went down to them." After fuch ac- 
counts, we need not wonder at the attempt of the Licgois to recover their 
free government. They afted, however, with caution and calmnefs. 
Without toucliing the property of the clcriyy, they only required the re- 
ftoration of their civil privileges. The Prince Biihop (the churchman 
and the ftatefman united)' after aiTcntingto what was propofed, quitted 
the cafile, and breaking his engagements, returned with an armed force, 
provided by the chamber of Wetzlar and the emperor, to which the 
Liegois were obliged unconditionally to fubmit. The people have fincc 
been ruled with a more tyrannic fway than before. Muft not humanity 
drop a tear over their unfucccfsful attempt to recover their liberties ? But 
what fays Mr. Burke ? •* The chamber of Wetzlar has reftorcd the 
" biihop of Liege, unjustly dispossessed by the rebellion of 
" HIS SUBJECTS." (Second Letter, p. 20.) And this example he hold« 
up to the different courts of Europe, urging them to follow it withrefpeft 
to France. Such are the fentiments, and fuch is the advice of a British 
Senator I 
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fairs of France, He calls upon all the fovereigns 
of Europe to unite in one common caufe; tor 
fupprefs the prefent newly eftablifhed govern- 
ment. He has done this with a malignity, 
which one would have thought it almoft im- 
poffible the heart of man could harbour. To 
accomplifh his purpofe, he has reprefented the 
authors of the French revolution in fuch a 
light, that the man who believes him, muft have 
a worfe opinion of human nature than I find it 
at prefent poffible to have. He not only cha- 
radterizes the National Affembly as a " College 
** of fanatics, armed for the propagation of the 
" principles of aflaffination, robbery, rebellion, 
*' fi-aud, faftion, oppreffion, and impiety,*' but 
farther reprefents them as having no defign in 
propagating thefe principles, but merely to in- 
dulge their own wicked difpofitions. " They 
** are modern philofophers, which when you 
** lay of them, you exprefs every thing that is 
" ignoble, favage, and hard hearted." " They 
** do not commit crimes for their defigns, but 
" they form defigns that they may commit 
*' crimes. It is not their neceffity but their 
" nature that impels them." Such is Mr. 
Burke's language ! 

Whether fuch monfters as thefe are to be 
found in all God's vifible creation, I own I have 

my 
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my doubts. I can hardly bring myfelf to ima- 
gine that Nero, Caligula, the Cardinal of Lor- 
raine, or Mr, Burke, fhould have formed defigns 
only for the purpofe of committing crimes, to 
which they were impelled, not by neceflity, but 
by nature. Whether Mr. B. drew this portrait 
of perfedl depravity, from what he obferved in 
the French, or from what he difcovered in his 
own heart, I muft leave others to determine. 
With fuch a dreadful opinion, however, of the 
French nation, it is not to be wondered that he 
(hould wifh it almofl obliterated from the face 
of the earth, and that in his propofed conquefl:, 
he ihould endeavour to prevent the exercife of 
that mercy, which common humanity would 
fhew even to favages. " If ever a foreign 
** prince," fays this Chrijiian State/man^ '* enters 
" into France, he mufl enter it as into a country 
" of aflaffins. The mode of civilized war will 
** not be pra6tifed, nor are the French, who aft 
'* on the prefent fyftem, entitled to expedt it ♦." 
So that if the fovereigns of Europe follow the 
advice here fuggefled, they will not invade 
France with a view to conquer the country, but 
to flaughter its inhabitants. Perhaps fuch lan- 
guage may force us, in fpite of our fentiments 

• Burkc*s Second Letter, p. ao. 28. 45- 
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snd iedings^ to acknowledge that there may be 
a creature in the world, " who forms defigns 
•* that he may commit crimes, to which nature 
^' and not neceffity compels him/' If there is 
liich an infernal in human fhape, God grant he 
piay be a Unique in the whole creation. 

While I however feel that indignation which 
I cannot cxprefs on reading fuch fentiments 5 I 
cannot but at the fame time earneftly wiih to 
find out fome apology for the author. But the 
only apology I can meet with is the one lately 
fuggeiled by fome of our monthly critics, who 
inform us that " Mr. Burke does not mean 
" what he fays.*' Unhappily this expreffion is 
applied, not only to his prefent, but to his for- 
mer fentiments. What opinion muft we form 
of a man whofe writings are fuch, that we can 
only apologize for the bad, by taking away the 
merit from the 'good : by fuppofing their au- 
thor an hypocrite. 

When refleding on this fubjedt, the fenti- 
ment has fometimes ftruck my mind, ^' Great 
*' wits are nearly allied tamadnefs 5*' and I have 
fufpcfted whether in the prefent inftance, the 
wildnefs of imagination, and the diforder of the 
paflions, have not produced frenzy. One might 
almoft fuppofe, that the right honourable gen- 
tleman had difcovered, and had for fome time 

Ff paft 



paft been living on that root we read of in Mac<p 
beth ; ^^ The in&ne root^ which takes the rea- 
'' ion pri(bner :'' or that he had imbibed a large 
portion of '^ the hot akmbick of helU'' which 
he fkys, is in another kingdom* ^' boiling &> fix- 
" riouny." 

Happy, inexpreffibly happy, .will it be for 
him, if the prediction of ibme of his opponents* 
that his name and his writmgs will in a fibw 
years be buried in oblivion, (hould be fulfilled. 
But this is improbable. When we colder 
the cauie he has vilified; the language he has 
uied ; the mifrcfu'efentations and faKhoods he 
has advanced, and continued from edition to 
edition, many of which are yet unexpofedi 
when we find that he has by coUefting all his 
contradidk>ry works into one edition, pubhfhed 
a A'M on bimfelf\ not only the prefent, iMit fix- 
ture ages will read, refledt, and be lofl in aftonifh*- 
ment. He is, to all appearance, ^* damned to 
•' everlafling feme ;" and it is well if any me- 
thod can be found out to fave his charadier. 
Let n;e indulge a hope on the fubjed. 

It has been obferved with refped to the greateft 
and befl men the world has ever known, that 
there flill have been fome dark fpots difcovcred 
in them, to convince us they were but men. 
We may likewife obferve, that with refpea to 
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peribns of a contrary deicriptloh^ there /Hll have 
been difcovcred fome bright fpots, to remind 
us that they were^rf men. In the preferit in- 
flance ; when we recolkft the excellent fentih 
ments in ibme of the writings of Mr, Burice'; 
when we read his incomparable addrefs to the 
freemen of Briftol on the lofs of his ele<aion ; 
when we behold him, however inconfiftent, a 
friend to the oppreiTed Africans ; we find fome 
relief, and are not without hope that he may be 
brought to reafbn, and to ferious coniideration;; 
and that when he properly reflcfts on the ho&. 
rid tendency of his late writings, convidlion may 
ikfli on his confcience, and compel him to fi^- 
low the example of the ancient patriarch ; '* ab- 
** hor himfelf, and repent in duft and afhes !'* 

Without this repentance, nothing can favc 
his memory from deteflation* Should he ap- 
pear to perievere in his late fentiments to the 
dofe of life, what muft be the fentence of the 
impartial hiftorian ? It muft be fomething fi- 
milar to that which has been paiTed by a cele- 
brated critic on the works of the witty, but the 
wicked Congreve -, " If fome of his writings 
" did not in his laft hours rack his confcience 
** with remorfe, he muft have been dead to all 
" fenfe of religion and virtue !" 

Ffa And 
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And what are the trifling temporary reward^ 
which Mr. Burke expcds for his labours ? Does 
he feek the confidence of his Sovereign ? It is 
true he now teaches us to " look up with awe 
•* to kings 5" and nothing feems to irritate his 
fenfibility more than the idea of a monarch, bet- 
ing " hurled from his throne/' But is not the 
treatment of his Sovereign frefh in the memory 
of the whole nation ? At that difmal period, 
when every loyal heart was fad on account of an 
awful vifitation of providence ; when the Houfc 
of Commons wifhed to treat afflided majesty 
with all poffible refpeft ; how did the right ho- 
nourable gentleman tien inftrud us in our duty? 
If there is a perfon of feeling who does not re- 
colled, will not his foul be ** harrowed up" when 
he reads, that at fuch a period there was a man 
who could daringly, in the midft of the great 
fenate of the nation, exclaim, " Omnipotence 
^* has hurled the monarch from his throne -, to 
" Hiew him refpe6t is to make a mockery of 
** him, putting a crown of thorns on his head, 
*^ a reed in his hand, and drefling him in a rai- 
^* ment of purple, to cry hail king of the 
"BRITISH !*" Not content with this, the 
fame man fearched through mad houfes that he 

• Parliamentary Rcgifter for 17S9, p. 419. 
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might calculate the chances againft his Sove- 
reign's recovery ; and afterwards exprefTed him- 
ielf in fuch terms (too horrid to be repeated) as 
made many lament he had not been confined in 
one of the bedlams he had been ranfacking : 
fttch was the fear of his friends \eA he fhould 
raife, if po(Iible» new horrors in the breafl of 
eirery member in the houfe, that they prevented 
him by main force from farther venting his 
ravings. 

And furely our Sovereign can never forget, 
that Mr. Burke has lately endeavoured to de- 
ilroy the only juft title which any king can 
have to a crown ; the choice op a free peo- 
ple. Although his majesty's benevolent 
and forgiving difpofition, may induce him to be 
reconciled to one who has fo cruelly infultcd 
him, yet he can never admit the man to his con- 
fidence, who has attempted to undermine thofe 
principles which feated his illufhious anccfh)rs 
and himfelf on the throne. 

In fuch a fituation Mr. Burke may be fuffer* 
ed to appear at a levee, or admitted, perhaps, ,to 
the honour of an audience : he may ride occa- 
fionally to Windfor, put on the court uniform^ 
walk upon the terrace, bafk in the fmilcs, and 
enjoy the converfation of royalty. He may con- 
fider the favour ihewn him on thefe eccaiions as 
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2l proof of forgivtenefs, but confidence he caa 
never expeft. 

Docs Mr. Burke wifh for a feat in the cabi- 
net ? ' TJbat feems equally improbable. Evciy 
man will allow Mr. Pitt to be a complete /»- 
dern politician^ and muft have noticed the vari- 
ous exertions of his abilities, to trim the mini* 
Aerial balance in fuch a manner, as may tend 
moil efFedually to the preiervation of his places 
and his influence. Whatever may be his ^vm 
fentiments, or however his hirelings may be 
employed to traduce the French revoluti(Hi ; it 
is impoffible he fhould ever admit to his confi- 
dence a man, who would involve all the courts 
of Europe in a war with France. Mr. Pitt wiH 
never run the rifk of lofing his places and his 
head, by provoking a great and a loyal people to 
rcfiftance, a lawful refiftancc, to the payment of 
ta*es impofed to carry on a Quixotic expedition, 
for the purpofe of fubjugating a great empire to 
the yoke of civil and ecclcfiaftical tyranny. If 
Mr. B. is therefore adjniited to a minifterial 
levee, or invited to a miniAtHal dinner, thefeare 
all the favours he can cxpedt from our prefent 
premier. 

With refpeft to the community in general, it 
is impoflibie they fhould pay any attention to 
what folly and wickednefs has with fuch unex- 
ampled virulence fuggeAed. On the contrary, 

Mr 
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*JV COUNTRYMEN, I truft that Co fer from de- 
precating, you will follow the example of the 
French, in (bme at kaft of the paths which I 
have now fet before you. Forgive any repiti-* 
tion& in my parting addrefs to you, for moft af- 
iuredly the fubjedt is of the greateft importance^ 
I am fenfible Of the difadvantage with which 
uny one, under our prefent circumftances, pre- 
£rbies fo pr^fs the important point of national 
#^rmatiGn, The prefent flouri(hing flate of 
ow finances^ the encrcafc of our conmierce» the 
k\fkix of rkhes ; thefe we are told, are fucb 
circumftances of national happinefs, that it would 
be folly to attempt any change in eur general 
iyftem. ** We are very well off, and we want 
^ no change." Such is the language of many*. 

Had 



• It 11 melancholy to obferve, that degradation of our national charac* 
fier fo confpicuous in the prefent day. How many are there who feem 
to have no idea of profperity, but as it oonfifts of revenue and commerce. 
Suck pcrfons would do well to attend to the remarks of one of our fined 
modem writers, who will not be fulpe£ked of partiality on this iubje£^. 
•^ Nfltionai good does not confift only in the number of ihips which ar- 
M rive in our ports, the extent of our dominions, and the abundance of 
«• our armaments. Good morals and internal tranquillity are in reality 
« of more value, whatever oftentation thefe may difplay. Thefe in- 
« deed, according to their original defign, are only inftrumental to the 
« eftabliihment of internal peace and focial happinefs, though they are 
** daily abufed to effeA the purpofes of avarice and ambition, and are 
«* ahvays talked of as the firft objects. That minifter or financier, what- 
" ever the world may think, poffeflcs a narrow and unphilofophical mind 
*' who cftimates the good of a people by the extent of their commerce, 
« and the largencfs of their revenue. When thefe arc in their mofl 
^ flovrilhing ftatc, the people, as individuals, and therefore the nation, 
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Had I not already too long intraded on my 
readers^ I might nuke fome obfervations on the 
prefent Aate of our revenue^ and of our commer* 
cial conperns. I might enquire on what is oar 
national fecurity founded ? Is not a conii- 
derable part of our revenue the produce of 
guilt ? Is not our paper circulation not only 
immenie^ but continually increafing? Does 
not our whole profperity reft upon our credit^? 
Have we a rational profped of our debt or pur 
tMXCS being in any confiderable degree diminiih* 
ed ? Is not France ftudying, aqd entering into 

<< mar be in their decline. Luxpry and vice of every kind may be dif« 
** fv£ng mifery among all the indivi<iuab iq the natipn ; and can then^, 
f' be a national happinefs independent of the happinefs of che nujocity o£ 
** in(ixvi^ual«,orcon(iftent with their mifery^ According to the wreich» 
** ed fyftem of worldly nun^ed potUicianf, there can. Nay, tvpa the mU 
f fery of individuals is often promoted and encouraged, in order to en* 
« crofe this political happinefs, which exifts only as an ideal phantom. 
** Intoxication and gaming, for inftance, as they increafc the rerenue^ 
*< are, at this moment, tacitly encouraged throughout England. Tlie 
<< confumption of fpiritoous liquours, though it (Uyt millions at home, 
« helps to fupport tliofe wars abroad, which ambition and wickedneft 
** have fometimes rendered politically neceflary.*' 

Knox's Essati. 
• There is a myllery in the manner of eftablifhing and fuppoitnig 
fome of our countrt banks, which puzzles many of our meicuicile 
people. Some of che London bankers, it is well known, when they cia 
(ind a reputable (hopkeepcr willing to open a bank in a town where there 
is not one already, offer, if the undertaking does not fucceed, to be at the 
whole expcnce ; and if it doesi to allow four per cent, intercft on the 
greater part of the money lodged in their hands ;^and this at the time * 
Vlrhcn our public funds yield little more than three per cent. This 
paper manoeuvering may lad as long as our credit is fo high as it is at 
prcfent ; but Ihould any thing happen to check it, God only knoti's what 
may be the confcqiicnccs. 

the 
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:^e rpirit of thofe prmcipleSy which have pro* 
duced the heft part of our profpcrity ? Perhaps 
yrere thefe fubjedh impartially conlidered^ the 
advice might not be unfuitable ; ** Be not high 
^* minded, but fear !" But waving thefe topics, I 
am willing to allow, that at prefent the natiop is 
in many refpeds in a flouriihing fituation ; and 
nothing prevents me from congratulating my 
countrymen, but my not being able fatisfa&orily 
to anfwer this queftion: ** What ufe do we in- 
M tend making of our profpcrity ?'* 

« We are very well off, and we want no 
** change.** And is it poffible that ev^n in- 
fenfibility itfelf fhould ufe fuch language ? Are 
not the fadfcs I have i&ithfuUy fet before yoa 
in this book indifputable ? Are not the foun«- 
dation principles of our conftitudon, and of all 
good government deridedand reprobated by num« 
bers, both in and out of adminiibation ? Is not 
the nobleft part of our conftitution, our repre* 
fentation, fo corrupted, that it is a national oppro* 
brium ? Is not our church fo degenerated, that 
it is a difgrace to chrifHanity ? Is not our to- 
leration a precarious connivance ; and are not 
thoufands of peaceable and loyal fubjeds de- 
prived of their privileges, and expofed to the 
Jiprrors of penal laws ? Are not our national 

vices 
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vfccs on the increafe ? Is not the main body 
of the people corrupt ? I appeal to the evi- 
dence I have produced ; and I wUl venture to 
affirm that all thefe melancholy queftions muft, 
by the difpaffionate and the ferious, be anfwered 
in the affirmative. The natural inference then 
is. We ARt: not very well off, and we 

DO WANT A MOST MATERIAL CHANGE. 

The profpcrity we nqw enjoy is the kind 
and merciful Voice of providence, which calls 
a vicious and guilty nation to repentance and 
fefcrmation. We may confider the prefent pe- 
riod, as an accepted time, a day of falvatfon : if 
we negledt to improve it, have we a right to ex- 
pcGt it ihould be lengthened ? Were we not in 
thfe prolperous jGtuation; were wt5 expofed to 
alJ dbe calamities of war, fomething plaufibic 
ftightbe urged, rcfpefting the difficulty of pro- 
perly attending to objeds of fuch importance 
as I have mentioned. * During the late war, I 
was requefted to fign a petition for a reform of 
parliament. My reply was, " This affair is of 
^ too great magnitude for us to attend to in our 
** prefent ilituation : We are now fighting for 
•* our exiftence : Let us if poilible get rid of 
** our enemies, and then let us purfue the im- 
^* portant objedl by every riieans in our power-" 
I wds then a very young man, and had not 

pro- 
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properly confidercd, that the moft important 
lefTons are feldom learnt either by individuals or 
by nations^ except in the fevere fchool of ad- 
verfity. 

We have no excufe for negledling the prefent 
opportunity. Should we however be determined 
to prefcrvc all our numberlefs corruptions—- 
Should our riches confirm us in our obftinacy ; 
we may juilly fear left the £une ruin fiiould 
overwhelm us, which has overwhelmed all the 
great nations of antiquity : left the threatening 
denounced by God againft his ancient people 
ihould be denounced againft us; I will curse 
YOUR blessings ! Let us tremble, left we 
fhould exemply the obfervation of the wife man, 
applicable to nations as well as to individuals ; 

THE PROSPERITY OF FOOLS SHALL DESTROY 
THEM. 

I addrefs myfelf to britons -, to a people 
who have ever profeffed to regard their liberties 
as their birth-right, and who have valued their 
conftitution only as it has ferved to fecure and 
and extend thofe liberties. I will not again re« 
cal to your minds the language ch- the condud of 
your glorious anceftors, but I will delire you to 
recollect your own language, your own conduct. 
It is not many years fince that you thought^ 
your privileges invaded by a wicked adminiftra-- 
tion, and an abandoned Houfe of Commons, 

With 
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With one voice you demanded redrefs. The 
citizens of London in particular in the prcfcncc 
of MAJESTY itfelfy declared their fentiments and 
refolutidns in a manner never to be forgotten : 
thus they addreffed the throne : " The forms of 
** the conftitution, like thofe of religion, were 
*' not eftablifhed for the form's iakc, but for the 
•* fubftance ; and we call God and men to wit- 
** nefs, that as we do not owe our liberty to 
** thofe nice and fubtle diftinftions, which places 
** and peniipnsy and lucrative employments have 
•* invented ; fo neither will we be deprived of it 
^^ by them ; but as it was gained by the ftem 
** virtue of our anceftors, by the virtue of their 
•' defcendants it fhall be prefervcd*/' 

But it is not only jrour late, but your prefent 
conduct which induces me to hope you will be 
thoroughly awakened to a fenfe of duty. You, 
my countrymen, have lately exhibited a glorious 
proof of manly and virtuous fentiments, by de- 
manding, with one voice, the abolition of that 
national difgrace, the Slave trade. You 
have 6nly, therefore, to be confiftent, Adl in a 
fimilar manner refpedling other great and im- 

• Addrcfsof the Livery to the King. March 1770. Let it be re- 
collected, that this addrefs was prefented in a. time of profound peace« 
^^'hen our fVmds were nearly as high as they now arc, when our dcb« 
fras one hnrdred and forty millions, and our taxes eight millions left 
fldn Ht prtfcnt, and our land la^^ only three Ihillings in the pound. 
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portattt objefts. And be aflured that if you art 
firm, united, and pcrfevering, no minifter, how- 
ever unprincipled or hypocritical ; no Houfe of 
Lords or Commons, however loft to all fenfe of 
dignity or virtue, can long refift your demands. 
Should the whole phalanx of corruption pre- 
fume to declare, ** We are firm in our deter- 
** mination to preferve all the abufes of our con- 
** ftitution ;" you have only to reply, " We are 
^* firm in our determination to have them anni- 
*• hilated." The voice of the people muft pre- 
vail : thofe who afFeft to deipife it, will one day 
tremble. A late negociation afibrds you a moft 
inftruftive leflbn. You now fee there are men 
who, in a bad caufe, can be the greateft bluf- 
terers ; and yet when they meet with virtuous 
refblution to oppofe them, and they fear their 
places are in danger, thefe men flirink into the 
pooreft poltroons. You have then nothing to 
fear fi^om your enemies ; you have every thing 
to hope from your own exertions. 

I addrefs myfclf to Christians. *' Ye are 
" the &k of the earth, but if the fait have loft 
•« its favour, wherewith fhall it be falted ?" If 
YOU fiiU in with the ftream of corruption — If 
YOU adopt the language ; " We are very well 
** ofi^, we want no change" — If you embrace 
the fentiment, that accurfed fentiment, which 

ruifls 
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ruins fo many in this world, and damns them in 
the world to come, riches are the crite- 
rion OF HAPPINESS — Surely the language 
which was addrefTed to the church at Laodecea, 
may be, with equal propriety, addreflcd to you : 
** Thou fayeft, I am rich and increafed with 
" goods, and have need of nothing j and knoweft 
** not that thou art wretched, and miferable, 
'* and poor, and blind, and naked/' 

But I hope better things, becaufe I am per- 
fuaded, that the criminal fupinenefs of many, 
proceeds principally from want of coniideration* 
When I look at fbmc of my friends in private 
life — When I behold them adorned with all 
thoie virtues which make men happy in them- 
felves, and a blefling to all around them — ^While 
on the one hand it is my endeavour humbly to 
imitate them — Will they forgive me on the 
other for prefling upon them the important ad- 
vice — Be consistent. RecoUedk you have 
public as well as private duties to difcharge. Ad 
upon the fame principles in public life as in pri- 
vate, and you will be bleffings not only to your 
families, and friends, but to your country. 

To conclude. Our prefent fituation is fuch, 
that nothing but a very eifential alteration, both 
in church and ftate, can preferve either our re- 
ligion, or our liberties. And the only alterna^ 
4 tive 
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tive left us is, whether we fhall immediately 
purfue the neceflary means to effedl that alter- 
ation in a peaceable manner, or whether we (hall 
run the rifk of an event much to be depre- 
cated ; a Revolution ! France has not only fet 
before us an example, but a warning. The dif- 
trefs occafioned by the mifconduft of her former 
rulers, and the unavoidable agitations accom- 
panying her late change, call upon us to beware. 
Should we ever be in a fimilar fituation, as we 
have not fuch vaft refources, we muft experience 
greater diftrefs, and more violent concuffions. 
Let us likewife attend to what is now tranfa£ting 
in this kingdom : let us take care, left from the 
zeal of republicanifin on tlie one hand, and the 
depravity of the legillature on the other — Our 

conftitution Our king — Our church Our 

liberties — Our laws — ^fhould be involved in one 
conmion ruin. The only poflible way to preferve 
them is, a reformation ; which if not ef- 
fected, we muft then be forced to a remedy^ 
which may prove almoft as defperate as the dif- 

Cafc— A REVOLUTION. 
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APPENDIX. 



SINCE the former part of this work was printed, the bu- 
iinefs of the Slave Trade has been again brought 
before the Houfe of Conunons, and its enormities again 
expofed. It appears, on a moderate computation, that be* 
tween 40 and 50,ocx> flaves are annually imported into our 
illands, from whence many are exported to other iflands, 
and that one third of this number, i4,ocx), are annually 
murdered by the methods taken to procure them, or by the 
cruelties committed in the middle pafTage, and in what is 
called the ferffoning in the Weft Indies« Upwards of five 
hundred pettr'ions were prefeoted during the late feffion, 
praying for the ^ .>lition ; and had the houfe of commons 
fairly reprefeat . - .)ie people, they would have pafled a bill 
for the totb'/ an / mmediate abolition, and have deferred 
the fupplies, 11 ^at bill had pafled the Lords, and re- 
ceived the royaj But what was the condu£l of the 
houfe? . After mau. ^. bate, the motion for the abolitioa 
in the enfuing year was rejected* Another motion for the 
abolition in the year 1795, was likewife rejected* At 
length, a refolution pafled the committee, by ^ fmall majo* 
rity, deferring the period to the year 1 796; and thus an 
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additioiial fandtion was given, by a Britifh houfe of com^ 
{Donsy to the continuance of a fyftem of robbery, plunder, 
rapine, kidnapping, and murder ! Archdeacon Paley, in 
his Principles of moral and political Philofophy, (fee the 
Chapter on Slavery), intimates, that a Legiilature which 
had fo long fan£lioned the Slave Trade was not fit to be 
* trufted with the concerns of the Britifh empire. This in- 
timation was given before the late dreadful mafs of evi- 
dence was brought forward. We may therefore now with 
propriety aflc — ^What opinion ought the public to entertain 
of the frc/ent Houfe of Commons i Are the men, who are 
called our reprefentatives, moil fit to be the reprefentatives 
of a nation of freemen, of Britons; ot of a Banditti of 
Slave Traders and Murderers ) 

If our indignation on thi« fubjed can be increafed, tC 
fur^ly muft be fo, by confidering the conduft of the Houfe 
of Lords. The refolution of the Commons, although it 
was not framed into a bill ; and although it only afforded 
a diAant, uncertain prdfpeft of humanity ; was let afide^ 
by the determination of their Lordfhips to examine evi^ 
dence on a fubje£l, which has been impartially and fully 
inveftigated for thefe fix years paft, both by the Privy 
Council, and by a Committee of the Houfe of Commons. 
And thus the bufinefs has been entirely got rid of. When 
I refledl on the condu£t of the upper houfe on this ocpa- 
fion, I cannot help afking — What were thofe Lords who 
call themfelves Spiritual — the Successors of thk 
Apostles — tbte Bishops — about ? Where was their 
chriftianity, or even their humanity, when they fuffered 
the accurfed traffic to continue, without making a finglc 
effort to abolifli it * ? — How could a Royal Duke be Co 

in- 

• The criminal indifference of the Epifcopal bench on this occafion, af- 
fords a ftr iking comment on the rcmwks of a clergyman of the eftaUiili* 
jnfnr, Jua publi(Ucd. «« True virtue an4 true reli^on produce an addve. 
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inattentive to that refpe£l due to himfelf, and to the illus- 
trious FAMILY to which he belongs, as to make his 
Maiden fpeech in defence of Slavery /—To intimate, that 
the miferable ilayes in the Weft Indies, are as happy as the 
poor (a large clafs of his Father's fubjeiSs) in this king- 
dom !-— And to appear, repeatedly, the advocate of a trade, 
not fit to be carried on by Men, but Only by Incarnate 
Devils ? Thefe, with various other queftions, will it is 
hoped, be ferioufly put by the public, to the parties con- 
cerned* 

As both houfes have thus (hewn their negleft of 
principle, and their contempt of public opinion, the peo- 
ple have now to confider whether they will be con- 
tent to have the Slave Trade continued, or whether 
they will renew their exertions for its removal. What 
the Society for effeding the abolition are doing, I know 
tiot* Perhaps it may be recommended to the people to 
petition both houfes of parliament, at the commence- 
ment o^the enfuing feffion. This it is acknowledged 
will agsun fliew the fenfe of the nation. But what will 
this avail, when a profejfed friend to the abolition, the mi- 
nifter of the crown, Mr* Pitt, informs us, << that the late 
^ petitions did not at all weigh with him either one way or other 
<< on the queftion of aboUtion ; bat he confidered them as a 
<< voluntary teftimony of the humanity and benevolence of 
«< the people." (Sec his Speech of April 25th.) If the 

^ an indefatigable benevolence. But they who fhould be the burning and 
<« (hining lights of our Church, whether from ignorance, or from obdurac/, 
<< pay no regard in their pra^ice to this incontrovertible propoiition. $• 
** infatuated is their fenfe of right and wrong, that at preflSng jun^hiret 
<< which call for peculiar fptrit and a6tivity they ftand torpidly ftill ; with 
<* tbem, to do welt, is, to do nothing. At fuch emergencies, as through the 
<* .common tenour of their lives, their religion is, ^ietifnty and their mo- 
«< xality is| Dijcretm, See Stockdale's Letten to and from the &fiop ofDm^ 

DOfB* 
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members are of the fame opinion^ as indeed they in gene- 
ral appear to be, flibuld five thoufand, inftead of five hun- 
dred petitions be prefented, they will be regarded as little 
more than wafte paper ! 

There is however another method, which though peace- 
able and flow in its operations, woi)Id in the end produce 
tbq deiired effect; I mean, the relinquifliing the ufe of fa* 
gar. The mofl pathetic and powerful appeals have been re- 
peatedly made to the honour, to the jufticd, to the humani- 
ty, and to the chriftianity of our Slave Merchants and Weft 
India Planters* Thefe have produced no other efiefi, than 
to draw forth a new fpeciu^en of the hardnefs of the hu* 
man heart, and by this means, to give us a worfe opinion 
of human nature than we might otherwife have had« It is 
now high time to appeal to what appears to be the God 
of thefe people, and to which they facrifice every thing; 
Interest. I ihall fay the lefs on this fubjed, as it has 
been handled in an nqanfwerable manner, in two fmall 
trads which ought to he read by every perfon in the king- 
dom. See an'Addrefi t& thf Pe$ple of Gnat Britain on ibtpn- 
friety of ahjiaimngfrom fVeft India Sugar and Rwn. Printed 
for Terry, Paternofter-Row, price two pence ; Anion Ad' 
drefs to the People called McthoAJisj concerning the wickednefs of 
tfffouraging Slavery^ by Samuel 3radbum, fourth edition, 
printed for Paramore, North Green, Worihip Street, price 
twopence. I wifli to recommend thefe tra&s mose particular- 
ly to the attention of thofe whofe influence and example in 
fociety can effeft any thing they pleafe — I mean the La- 
dies. They ^re formed to iotlymore than the men are; and 
if there; ever was a fubje6l which ought in a peculiar man- 
ner to call forth their feelings, it muft be that of the Slave 
Trade. When they read the abftrad of the evidence re- 
peatedly laid before the public — When they attend to the 
conduft of ipme of the Weft India Ladies towards their 

^ flavcs— 



appendix; 45 j . 

Sares-i-Wlth what horror and an^ifk liiuft tb(7 belidd ^ 
fyftem which divcfts the fcx of thtfir pecvtli^r glory ; thcSr • 
amiablenefe, their (enfibility ; a fyftem whkh trartstfdrikis 
the lovelieft p^rt of God's <!reatioti into favages and bntites ! ' 
Let them, if they dan, whtfn refle^ng aft this fDbjed, con- 
tinue morning and evenhig, to fweeten their tea, and the 
tea of their families and vifitots, With cthe Mood of their 
fellow creatures : but ihoiild they continue finch a' prac- 
tice, they muft not be ftirprifed, if fortic perfons ihould 
prefame to think, that the pretenfions of the prcfeht age 
to exalted fentiments, refined feelings, a^d exquifitd fenfi- 
bility, are little more than pretenfions ; and that pure fter- 
ling excellence and goodnefs are not fo often found in real 
life, as in the imagination of the poet and the hovelift. 

I cannot leave this heart piercing fubjeft, without ad- 
dreiling a word to the Minifters of the Chriftian Religion. 
Many of them deferve the thanks of the public for the ex- 
cellent fermons they have preached and publifhed on the 
Slave Trade. It is however to be hoped that they will 
follow up their fermons with their example : that they 
will enforce tlie neceffity of our fhewing by our condufl, 
that we deteft the infernal traflBc, and that we are deter- 
mined to the utmoft of our power, individually and collec- 
tively, to aboliftx it. They will likewife [refleS, whether 
it is not their bounden duty, not only in private, but in 
public, to offer up their earheft prayers to Almighty God, 
for the deftrudlion of this national fin. They will not think 
. me an enthufiaft for reminding thefld, tbat << the efFeflual 
** fervent prayer of a righteous man, availeth much." If 
the minifters of the eftablifhed church imagine, that they 
ought not to pray iti public, but at they are djre£l:ed by 
their fupcriors, fuch a confideYatibh e^in have no weight 
with protcftant dilTenters. I have obfcrved fome hints ad- 

I dreffcd 
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dreflbd to the latter in the public prints, which I (hall not 
repeat. Vtrium fat fapientu 

To conclude : Thofe who feel on this fabje& as they 
ought, will incefiantly pour out fheir hearts to heaven on 
the behalf of the opprefled Africans, in the language of 
the Piolmift ; O Lord God, to whom vengeance be- 
i^NGETH,0 God, to whom vengeance belongeth, 

SHEW THYSBLFf LiFT UP THYSELF, THOU JUDGE OF 
THE EABTH, BENDER A REWARD TO THE PROUD. L0RD9 
HOW LONG SHALL THE WICKED, HOW LONG SHALL 
THE WICKED TRIUMPH ! 
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Page 750. Line to, for SmaUoe/s, read SmaUmfs 

24 J. 2 from the Mttom, for> vttirs, readj 9th€r, 

2jy 8, for aad, read, ami. 

401. .... i^, for finals, TCidf fmal. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

. GRATITUDE for tbefavourable reception this 

y%ork bos met witb^ bos induced tbe Autbor care^ 

^ fully to revife it ; in order tbat tbe prefent edition 

^ may be lefs unwortby tbe attention of tbe public % 

I tban tbe former. Tbe correBions are various ; 

« but tbe fentiments are^ tbrougbout tbe wbole Hvork^ 

V. tbe fame. Tbe principal additions are to be found 

A in Pages 169. 175, Note. 320. 352. 369, Note. 

417. 418, Note. 439, Note I and in the Ap* 

pendix. 
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